SHTAV NEWS
2005 Issue Number 1
FOCUS ON IFFLEY
One man, one mile, and one goal
changed forever the significance of Iffley
when Roger Bannister ran the world’s
first mile in under four minutes on the
University of Oxford’s “Iffley Road” running track.
But, what of IFFLEY THE VILLAGE ?
Iffley was created about a thousand years
ago on a site which offered the first rising
ground by the meandering, marshy river
Thames downstream of Oxford. Here was
a place of fertile, loamy soil, safe in times
of flood, with a hill (Rose Hill) full of clay
and stone for building whilst its bordering
river provided fresh drinking water, easy
transportation and energy to drive a Mill.
Walking to Iffley from Oxford along the
river Thames you see and sense its history. You pass Merton College, almost certainly built around 1290 with “Iffley”
limestone by Walter Merton, Baron of
Iffley and founder of “his” College. Was
Iffley stone taken the mile upstream to
Merton by punts, progenitors of similar
flat-bottomed boats that once supplied the
Isis Public House, an attractive Georgian
riverside hostelry across the Lock from
Iffley village with its “guest” beer barrels?

Passing along Iffley Road, one encounters
two expressions “Grand Pont” and
“Donnington”. Grand Pont now defines
a district outside of East Gate of Oxford
that links Oxford to Iffley. Originally, the
Grand Pont was the first edition of “Folly
Bridge” at the “Head of the River”. The
Grand Pont opened up the Iffley area to
land traffic. Much later it was joined by
Donnington Road Bridge. There are
many other buildings and institutions
from a public house to community centres dedicated to “Donnington” in Greater Iffley. Why?
The clue lies in the ruins of Donnington
Castle just outside Newbury, 15 miles or
so to the south. Donnington Castle and
Estate and the town of Newbury benefited
greatly from Iffley Village. King Richard
II’s Queen gave Iffley and its lands to Sir

Richard Abberbury of Donnington Castle
in 1393. He, and his successors, became
absentee landlords of Iffley and Iffley effectively turned into a colony of workers,
slaving to feather the Newbury nest. Richard founded an almshouse in Newbury
that was supported by specific rents from
Iffley village. Apparently, the Donnington
Hospital still owns land around Iffley!
Isn’t it curious how the “asset-strippers” of
yesteryear become hallowed in the
names of charity organisations dedicated
to keeping families together through modern life’s economic and social catastrophes?
Nothing protects like the aspic of neglect.
Newbury’s gain was our gain, too. Had
the Lord of the Manor resided in and taken a pride in Iffley Village, its jewel, the
late Norman Parish Church of St Mary,
would have changed from time to time to
accord with building or ecclesiastical fashion. As it is, the Church is astonishingly
pure, a piece of decorated Romanesque
architecture that one might expect to travel to Normandy to see. John Betjeman
put it in his prime category of
churches to visit - those worth cycling
twelve miles against the wind!
The Church is set on a man-made shelf
on rising ground not far from the river
Continued on page 2
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versity) and Carey Curtis, but it was
thought that the conditions and the issues remained little altered, whilst the
subject matter is ever more relevant.
This March 2004 afternoon meeting in
Iffley, on the outskirts of Oxford, marked
a deviation from the usual pattern of
ASHTAV events, in that a booking was
made at a local Inn for those who indicated they wished to have lunch prior to the
lecture which commenced at 2.00 pm.
The hall was most picturesque, it was
once the thatched village school, now
thoughtfully refurbished to provide excellent facilities for a meeting such as ours.
We were welcomed by Simon King, the
Vice Chairman of the Friends of Iffley
Village Society. Simon described it
gaining Conservation Area status, but
that over the intervening years this had
not been sufficient to protect what had
been a generous helping of green spaces,

now sadly almost all filled with housing
development. Also, they had a traffic
problem - much to delegates’ surprise as
they had noted the now unusual spectacle
of small children pushing prams and riding tricycles in the middle of the lane outside the hall! Ray Green, our Chairman,
then quoted a recent statistic – that the
average journey to work is approximately
8 miles and the average shopping trip
around 4 miles – prior to introducing our
Continued on page 5
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Zig zag and beak heads add distinction to the late Norman doorways.

below so
that it dominates views from Oxford’s water-meadows to
the west. It has a massive presence, yet inside
one is aware how narrow is its nave. Simplicity of design coupled to massively thick masonry walls built of rubble-stone on rubble-stone
are the reasons for the discrepancy. The vital
external features are the doorways, typical
late-Norman round-top openings enriched
with multiple rows of carved zig zags and beakheads. Beakhead patterns are rare in Britain
(they first appeared at Reading Abbey) and
they show the probable founder of the

advertises its “Annora International Restaurant” offering the best of Indian, Thai and
English cuisine. What a heady melange of cruel temptations must waft around the place of
Annora’s cell a mere stone’s throw away!
St Mary’s Church is full of carvings of living
creatures from a “born again” dragon losing its
sinful, old skin to a thirteenth century depiction of The Lamb of God that was unearthed
in the rectory garden about forty years ago.
So, this church is a fine setting for a Nativity
masterpiece designed by Britain’s leading 20th
century window designer. It may have been his
last work and was given to the church in 1995
And jumping up on his hooves, the Calf
Twice bellowed “Volo, volo.” “Me, too.”

WHAT CAN WE
LEARN FROM
IFFLEY ?

HOW TO KEEP A
VILLAGE SHOP OPEN
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church, Robert de Remy’s eagerness to create a little
bit of his Norman homeland by the banks of the
Thames.
The Church and now the village have a close association with an Anchoress, Annora. To renounce the
world, to be walled in next to Iffley church chancel
(that she may have funded), to face a life of isolation
and pure contemplation are acts of self-denial that
seem foreign in today’s “Me” world. Annora was English and high-born, yet her name sounds so Eastern.
Today, the ample Edwardian “Tree Hotel” in Iffley

by his widow,. The window is gloriously rich in tone
colours and challenges the mind’s ear as the animals
utter onomatopoeic praise of Christ’s birth, echoing
an ancient French poem:
Because the beasts of years gone by
Spoke more Latin than French
The cock who saw the fact from far
Cried “Christus natus Est”,
“Christ is Born”.
The bull with slow astonished air
Asked “Ubi? Ubi?”, “Where? Where?”
The goat, wiping his snout
Replied it was in Bethlehem
Master Donkey, most curious
To go and see, ”Eamus”, said “Let’s Go!”

Iffley village retains is sense of village community, it
has refused to become merely a sleepy suburb of the
City of Oxford. Villages depend on having places
where people congregate, exchange community
news and connect. Iffley residents noticed that one
by one the engines of community were falling silent. Many villages have accepted such change as
inexorable and have settled for loss of identity and
togetherness. In May 1999, Iffley residents faced
the choice of sounding “The Last Post” or the
“Call to Arms” as their final village shop closed.
Iffley residents were made of stern stuff and awoken
by “Reveille” they set out their stall. Within six
months, he village shop was reopened as a thriving
not-for -profit “IFFLEY COMMUNITY SHOP”
selling locally grown fruit and vegetables and traidcraft produce as well as providing the services associated with traditional village shops and post
offices, I noted the delightful basket outside offering free stale bread to young and old who pass by to

For Help: Email helpdesk@ashtav.org.uk

encourage them to drop down Mill Lane
to feed the geese on Iffley Lock.
What have been the keys to the success of
this venture?
Using residents as volunteers to operate
the shop
Using a Local Agenda 21 Group
Tapping advice from local businesses
Using allotment holders and local fruit
growers
Advice from other community shops including East Hanney
Applying for grants from a variety of
trusts and bodies
Friends of Iffley Village
The Co-op

New Horizons Trust
Fund raising activities including garage
and car boot sales.
Initially, a scheme was set up so villagers
could purchase vouchers for later
redemption in the shop
Bloody-mindedness
The Shop is run by a dedicated
Association led by a committee of 12.

CHALK AND CHEESE

emerging from the folk by the river. The
rich pickings on offer down the hill are
not lost on those above and beyond driven by need. Larger properties in Iffley
sometimes display stern notices on their
high fences “This fence is painted with
anti-vandal paint”. The lamp posts on the
lanes where visitors park before they mix
heritage (the Church) with natural beauty
(fritillaries blooming on Iffley Meadow)

Cllr David Connett of Oxford City Council has declared Rose Hill to be one of the
most run-down estates in southern England. He said it would be difficult for
Rose Hill to attract regeneration money
because it was linked to Iffley. Oxford is a
curious city, riven with fault lines and
from time to time its parts rub against
each other like tectonic plates. Oxford
contains the genteel, the gentrified, the
ordinary, the poor and the appallingly under privileged, all living in a city whose
name is a sobriquet for quality and academic class. Iffley Road is one of its fault
lines. On the low side is Iffley Village –
exclusive, caring, and full of heritage; on
the higher side lies Rose Hill, a decaying
suburb full of the ill-designed houses from
the 1920’s. Yet for many purposes including local government the two are one.
One fears that the vocal, caring rich outvote the inarticulate poor struggling to eke
out an existence following the decline of
industries such as volume car production.
Certainly, poverty indicators that would
flag Rose Hill’s dire distress are dimmed
by agglomeration with the positive signals

sible closures - and staff
shortages.
To find out more about running a Community Shop why not contact:
Sue Reynolds
82 Church Way
Iffley
Oxford OX4 4EF
e-mail: suzette@reyn.demon.co.uk

Iffley Village Shop won a Fox
FM Radio in 2003 award for
Business to Community for surviving against the odds from pos-

Village
Shop

and pure pleasure (a meal in Isis Inn ) inform drivers to leave no valuables on view.

THE IMPORTANCE
OF TREES

Back
Gardens

Tree on the Green in front of the Edwardian THE TREE HOTEL, on the right is Tree Lane.

Iffley has rich heritage of trees. Many of
these trees have matured. There is a lovely spreading tree at the head of Church
Lane in front of the entrance to the
church. One old lane that rises at right
angles to the river Thames straight up the
hill is (rightly) called Tree Lane. As the
land rises and trees arch over homes, from

afar the village has a very green appearance with nature the dominant note.
Many of the houses face the river and sets
of parallel roof ridge lines can look very
urban and uninviting in some modern
developments. Trees provide a marvellous
counterpoint and blend stone, slate, tile
and brick back into their source – the
earth. As gardens on new estates shrink
and homes cluster closer to gain density
approval there is a risk in the land of “no
high hedges” that we shall plant fewer
trees in suburbia.

“I NEVER PROMISED
YOU A ROSE GARDEN”

Ample Iffley gardens in Victorian or Edwardian villas are irresistibly tempting to
the roving eye of the putative property
developer. For planning purposes such
spaces are easy prey: previously developed
land. The house-owner may cash in some
of his assets, put his ride-on mower on
e-Bay without , necessarily, losing his
home. What was a pocket park becomes a
cramped, pocket estate. What of the
neighbours? Whilst they have rights to
light, they have no rights to a view. Having enjoyed many happy years overlooking
a sylvan glade, they are suddenly faced
with full-frontal life within spitting distance.
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Trees
’R
Us
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Let’s look at what I shall call “East View”,
a linear development of mature housing
with small front gardens giving access to a
narrow path. These properties were mainly built before the advent of the family car
. I guess that from these properties, generations of householders enjoyed views
downhill to the Thames Valley. A pocket
housing development was shoe-horned
across the two metre path about a decade
ago. Let’s call it. Ground was leveled up
and a circle of houses that abut each other
like a ring of “Wild West” wagons lined
up in defensive posture against the native
population is within an arrow’s arc of the
façades of the mature range. The new
estate’s designers were aware that if its
rear land was divided and each unit surrounded by close-boarded fencing, the
resulting impact on the mature development would have caused immediate planning protests. So. that ground was made
an communal space with vestigial rear
yards signalled only by low post and rail
divisions. Ten years on, after the tender
care provided by the landscaping contract
has lapsed, the posts are rotting away
and the householders are demanding
(perhaps in response to burglaries) security. Where once there was one space there
are now a growing row of boxed back
yards, fully stockaded to 6 foot height
complete with locked wooden doors. The
the Thames Path from the lower side of
Folly Bridge in Oxford. The early part of
the walk allows views across meadows to
Christ Church , Merton and Oriel Colleges and then you pass a row of college
boathouses. As the scenery becomes more
rural, the BBONT nature reserve appears
to your right by “Long Bridge”. You will
pass under the flat arches of Donnington
Rd Bridge and see its large graffito that
may offend you, or may tell you how vibrant is politics and life in Greater Oxford. The last boathouse belongs to the
Isis Club and is situated alongside the Isis
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remaining tiny green strip by the side of
the old path is above and beyond, out of
sight (from the new houses) , out of mind
and has been turned into a rubbish tip.
One notes that at least one owner in the
established houses has erected a formidable brick wall around his small front
courtyard, to eliminate a view reminiscent
of “back to back” slums of Victorian England. Urban density must be handled
with care. Poor or insensitive design leads

to over-crowding and of lack of privacy.
Up go the shutters and down goes community spirit.

MAKING A VISIT
TO IFFLEY

Iffley is a lovely village containing outstanding heritage. It makes a great, easy
short stroll of about an hour along part of

Graffito
Shows
Oxford’s
High
Level of
Radicalism
The slender Donnington Road Bridge. Essentially ,concrete slabs suspended from cables

Public House. It is open all day with several good Oxford brews such as Ruddles in
an “Eights” atmosphere. Cooked food at
reasonable prices is available. From the
Inn it is a few steps to Iffley Lock that is
flower bedecked in summer. Mill Lane
allows you to ascend from the Lock to
Church Lane and the heart of Iffley. Although Iffley Church is small you should
allow plenty of time to explore it for it is a
veritable treasure house packed with interest and the surrounding churchyard has
an unusual sculpture. If you want to visit
Oxford Community Shop, mornings are

better, and I would advise checking on
opening hours before you plan your visit.

To contact ASHTAV:

01926 400717

Speaker, Peter Headicar, who apart from Transport, also held degrees in Planning and Urban Design).
Peter Headicar explained that he was going to talk
more about the strategic level of planning and
thinking than the local level and specific issues.
Peter commenced by setting out the quality of life
agenda that comes into play when people choose
where to live and how they then travel. National
planning policy on the location of development is
set to maximise the use of Brownfield land for
housing, rather than allowing the market to dictate
where housing goes as a result of the preference of
the house builders for greenfield sites. This sounded like the solution to the trend of increasing journey length evidenced by statistical data. Locating
people, jobs and services in more concentrated urban settlements where there is not such a need to
travel sounds like the answer. But it is not that
simple. (Peter then commented that, despite the
view of people from Iffley, it was remarkable their
village remained so unspoilt, despite being in an
area of high development pressure!) He also commented that whilst Ray might be correct in his earjourney to work distance,
lier quote of the average
the time for current journeys to work is now more
like 23.5 minutes. Certainly it was so in the Oxford area, which he knew well and had been researching. There are huge demands on Oxford
from traffic, the largest impact coming from longer
journeys. Statistical data shows that by far the fastA “green” Mercedes in Queen St , Oxford, taking shoppers back to their parked cars.

est growing journey lengths lie in the 5 to 50 mile
bands. As a result, shifting the traffic around is a
very big problem because what is moved from one
place impacts on another. Why is this happening?
He maintained that people are changing the way
they choose to live. Linkages between where folk
live and work are becoming complex. The major
urban areas are losing population whilst rural areas are gaining population. People are shifting in a
counter-urban way and this in turn leads to more
car use. This is not sustainable and Government
policy seeks to reverse that trend. But this is not

side further out than if green belt land had been
developed. Green Belt land may be not that special
(masts and roads full of traffic travelling through
it!). So where should the housing go?
Research in the towns around Oxford demonstrates
a difference between the travel patterns of people
from established housing stock and those living in
recently built housing estates. People are making
choices about where to live based on price and
quality of life but continuing to work where they
did before, resulting in more travelling!
The same research also demonstrated the differences between places, in the split between public transport and private car use for this increased travel.
(Didcot shows a markedly better public transport
split than Oxford because of its easier rail access to
London).

facile when people are simply exercising choice!
Even people living in the major urban areas
(MUAs) are travelling more! People living in rural
areas are travelling even greater distances (25%
more travel than those in MUAs). At the same
time the availability of services is reducing in rural
areas. Folk in small towns and rural areas are doing 50% more journeys of between 5 and 25 miles.
Facilities are increasingly large scale rather than scattered and this necessitates more car use to gain access. Past planning policy has led to the situation
in which we find ourselves (the post-war policy to

shift people to rural areas to reduce overcrowding
in cities is proving very difficult to turn around!).

Housing development adjacent, or with easy access
to motorways, encourages even more and longer car
journeys Perhaps the edge of Oxford in the Green
Belt would be a better place to locate housing to
reduce travel demand? Safeguarding of (pylon ridden) Green Belt land at the expense of some smaller towns and settlements was not, in Peter’s
opinion, worth it! Housing has to be provided and
difficult decisions have to be taken. The current
“Growth Areas” have most likely been chosen as a
result of political expedience rather than proper
planning! (There is less likely to be huge protest (or
loss of seats) from the places chosen than from areas
closer to existing major cities in the Green Belt.)

proving the image of buses has had a major impact
on their use and clientele in the Oxford area “
” slogan – the fleet using
top of the range Mercedes buses, which run every
ten minutes, on dedicated bus lanes. These Mercs
whizz past the congregation of cars on the outer
lanes. People soon get the message and give Park
and Ride a try.

PPG13 is based on the management of congestion
in urban areas. Oxford is a good example where
only 37% drive to work compared to 50% elsewhere! This has resulted from positive marketing
of and provision of other means of travel (especially
buses). The realisation of the importance of im-
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Recent research has examined whether current
planning policy is encouraging car-dependence.
One of the issues currently being debated is whether Green Belt containment, which has led to housing in towns beyond the Green Belt, has increased
car-dependence. However, current planning policy
to concentrate housing in MUAs instead has not
resulted in the intended self-containment of jobs
and services. The Green Belt corset has resulted in
the development of often more attractive country-

Questions from the audience:
School-run issue? This is not as simple as it seems.
The school-run represents about 15% of the traffic
at that time of day but it is one of the only traffic
generators that is turned ON and OFF and thus
easily observed.
Yet, there is also the multiplying effect of parents
choosing to take holidays from work at the same
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time so the impact of no school traffic is
more likely to be exaggerated.
Often children are dropped-off en route
to their parent’s workplace so the journey
is being undertaken in any case and the
effects are most noticeable close to school
locations.
Another long term side-effect of the
school-run is that these children may become adults with no experience of public
transport and such grown-ups are much
less likely to use it and more likely to automatically choose to drive a car.
The comparative cost of public transport and its privatisation?
This was acknowledged to be a contributory factor in people’s choice of travel
mode. The difference between everywhere else and London (where public
transport is not privatised) is clear. London is a special case (due to its size and
Ken’s ability to take the kinds of decision
he did – there are not many politicians as
brave!)
How do we address the issue of buses

back to the earlier question about the
splitting up of DETR (perhaps there is
more of an impact). The DfT already has
budgets for road building set 10 years
ago, and no budgets for other kinds of
transport like buses (these are funded
through LTPs -Local Transport Plans - on
very small budgets!) The lack of sensible planning is resulting in choices determined by the least politically
contentious locations.

being considered cheap and cheerful and
only for those who have no choice?
The image of buses has been improved in
places like Oxford, Brighton and Reading.
Has the separation of Government departments away from DETR had an adverse effect on sensible decision-making
over location of housing?
I’m unsure: Ministries have within them
different Departments of Civil Servants
and it probably makes little difference
whether they are under one or several
Ministers – they just carry on as ever.
What about Swindon?
The balance between jobs and housing is
ideal, but huge numbers travel out to
work! This is because Swindon is near
the motorway. Any extra housing in
Swindon is likely to generate even more
car use.
What about Guided buses?
Most of the arterial roads into Oxford
have a bus lane except from the south.
Probably the only solution on that route

pertise, attention was given to the cups of
Earl Grey tea and Ross-on-Wye Women’s
Institute’s particularly delicious cakes.

is to use the rail bed for guided buses to
improve southerly access.
(85% of bus miles are privatised!)
Has any research been done into whether
the densification and gentrification of
housing in inner city areas (as in Birmingham) is having any effect on journeys?
I did have a PhD student who was reA SHTAV delegates listen to
searching precisely this question in BirPeter’s lecture in Iffley’s
mingham but unfortunately he gave up so
thatched Parish Hall
the research has not been done. I would
very much like to find someone to take it
on, but it requires a particular kind of
dedication and there are not many students of that calibre.
Live near to a
Motorway?
Ray concluded by posing the question
about the shape of future urban developYou will use a car,
ment and whether Government looks set
more than
to carry on following road based locamost people!
tions.
John Prescott has had a major battle (in
Cabinet?) over the location of “Growth
areas” and the choices made come from
control of what he can do. This relates

below : An Oxford Park and Ride MercedesBenz Citaro coach interior - complete with
“dreaming spires” logos on its seats. The Mannheim bus company now produces an even
cleaner HYDROGEN FUEL CELL version all that drips from its exhaust is pure water!

Ultimately, housing is a huge issue and its
location will dictate other things like
transport provision. With DfT setting
road budgets further into the future than
can happen locally with LTPs the trend
looks difficult to reverse!
Two hours had disappeared with the
speed of light and after expressing their
thanks for Peter’s time and sharing of ex-

Has the Highways Agency taken
note of Peter Headicar’s remarks
about Swindon?

The Agency has objected
to further expansion of
Milton Keynes before infrastructure, in particular
its motorway link to London, the M1, is upgraded.
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“Cleaner than a
parson’s sermon”
Park and Ride
slogan, Oxford

“Preserve our City
Centre and your Nerves”
Oxford Bus Company

Now..... Cheltenham is
buying some clean
Mercedes buses.

send ASHTAV an article:mail@ashtav.org.uk

THE INSPECTOR
SAYS………………….

HOLIDAY LODGES TO REPLACE CARAVANS
In an AONB on a hillside in open countryside, an
inspector has rejected the proposal to substitute timber lodges for caravans, on the grounds that it would
harm the character and appearance of the area. It
had been argued that 18 timber lodges would be preferable to 60 colourful tents and touring caravans.
The inspector decided that the permanence of the
lodges was an overriding problem, as out of season
the landscape was restored, and the value to the local
economy of lesser importance.
Whether the new planning law and its priorities for economic development will produce the same values remains to
be seen! This case may seem to reflect the cares of CPRE
more than of ASHTAV, but it must be recognised that
even sustainablybuilt lodges can too easily become the next
upgraded villages, in inappropriate places.
DCS No: 37084385
MOBILE HOME IS A SEPARATE UNIT
It won’t move!

A column of extracts from the
planning press prepared and annotated by John Bishton.
LACK OF INFORMATION LEADS TO REFUSAL
An inspector has refused an application for a complex including holiday lodges, a tree-nursery, a workshop, visitor centre and nature trail (in the Lake
District, because insufficient information about the
viability of the enterprise had been submitted. The
appellants asserted that the lodges were needed to
support what was essentially a non-profit making
business. The inspector recognised that this was not a
case for disaggregation to town centres. But he was
concerned that it could lead to further applications
for more lodges to support it. He would have wished
to see an audited business plan.
In my innocence, I wonder what reliance one could place
on a business plan in these circumstances?
Aren't there enough tree nurseries - some highly specialised?
Is the Lake District the place to set up a new one?
Perhaps this could succeed in some other location where it is
more need? (I recognise that we import vast quantities of
hedging material: such work creation would be welcome
along with the other aspects in less pressurised contexts.)
DCS No:36199617
An inspector has rejected an appeal on a proposal to
replace a fiat-roofed dwelling with a pitched-roof replacement with an upper storey on a larger footprint.
The site might flood once in two hundred years, according to the risk assessment. A previous proposal
had met with the Environment Agency's approval.
The inspector concluded that the risk of flooding did
not justify increasing the height that would create an
"unduly prominent and incongruous feature in
landscape...of an open rural character". In his view
the flood risk was not a material consideration.
We are moving towards a need for definition of how frequent flooding might need to be, before it becomes a material consideration.
Other sites have had to be abandoned.
The flat lands of East Anglia and Lincolnshire and some
other coastal areas have many low-level, low-lying dwellings,
on large plots.
Design and landscaping are going to feature in appeals.
It is an area in which too few planners are qualified.
DCS No: 34849014

An inspector has upheld enforcement against a mobile home within the curtilage of a cottage. After a
series of permissions the council had required its removal by November 1997. After the length of time it
was no longer movable. Its presence no longer constitutes a use of land, but becomes operational development. It had also been used as a separate unit of
accommodation, therefore not incidental to the use
of the cottage. As a result, it was not immune from
enforcement.
There are likely to be a great many similarly unauthorised
caravans, some of them earning for the owners.
DCS No: 53775873
ENHANCING THE CONTEXT
An inspector has agreed to the demolition of ugly
farm building near to a 2* listed manor house. The
existing buildings are set in an extensive area of broken concrete hard standings. They are to be replaced
by two houses. Unsightly hop-pickers' accommodation on adjacent land can thus be removed. The
scheme would bring significant benefits to the character of the AONB.

An appellant had failed to prove that adequate flood
and foul drainage was available, in spite of PPG 25,
on a site with a history of on-street flooding.
Enough said!
DCS. No: 49513105
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT(?)
An inspector has ruled out a house in the Cotswolds
that was harmful to the visual amenity of the landscape and not reasonably necessary for the purposes
of agriculture. The appellant had twice notified the
Council of proposed agricultural development under
GPDO regulations, but had been turned away because the council was not satisfied it was necessary
and development had already begun. The inspector
too considered it an intrusion, and that it had been
designed for other purposes.
This even went to a hearing!
DCS No: 56585447
CONDITIONS BETTER THAN REFUSAL
An inspector has substituted conditions for enforcement, over the use of a garage as a graphic workshop,
preferring the vitality of a rural business.
Are authorities preferring refusal to negotiations, under pressure for quick results?
Don't enforcement officers have enough to do? I thought
there were not enough of them.
DCS No: 30783607
VILLA SAVED IN SPITE OF COST OF REFURBISHMENT
(This has happened in a Conservation Area in
Wales.) The building had not been demonstrated to
be incapable of repair and renovation. It is not, apparently, listed, though "one of the few remaining
limestone buildings and its loss would harm the fine
townscape setting". The proposal would have retained
the facade and enabled three flats with extensions,
with further development at the rear.
Why not seek spot listing? The inspector considered the conservation area's quality overriding. So, a Conservation Area
designation still counts for something, even when it is
claimed that enhancement will be brought about.
DCS No: 30783607
CONCRETE FACTORY IN THE WRONG PLACE

Presumably, the buildings to be demolished are within the
curtilage of the listed building. There will be countless examples of this awaiting development as farming declines.
How is the quality of the new build to be judged?
DCS No: 48969746

OVERDOING IT
An inspector has supported an enforcement notice
requiring the demolition of eight houses not correctly sited and not built according to the permission.
Each included a second floor not agreed, with Velux
and dormers. Two had garages added. The development harmed the amenity of adjacent houses. She
varied the order to require removal of the dormers
and of two particularly unacceptable houses.
which should account for the profit.
But, how did such a development reach its conclusion?
DCS. No: 34939480
POSSIBILITY OF FLOODING STOPS
DEVELOPMENT

ASHTAV NEWS 2005 issue 1

You’re kidding!

An inspector has rejected the expansion of a concrete product manufacturing business in rural Cornwall, because the expansion would have harmed the
area. He rejected the contention that past mining
activity had been at least, if not more, intrusive. He
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thought that was no good reason for inflicting further harm in an area gradually recovering from poorly planned industrialisation.
Sounds logical: otherwise why have planning?
DCS NO: 49994027
GETTING AWAY WITH IT?
An inspector has allowed an appeal for a substantial
dwelling in the green belt in Hertfordshire, on the
basis that it provides the authority with a greater level
of control over future extensions. The original small
house on the site had been destroyed by fire. Permission was granted for a house 30% larger, but a much
larger one was built. A further permission allowed
expansion, but restricted the size of a basement. The
appellants went ahead with a house not in accordance with the previous permissions. Enforcement
followed and the appeal was dismissed. The appellants sought to retain the basement by reducing the
size of ground and first floors. The inspector referred
back to the original house, now more than 260%
increased! After the lapse of time, it would be possible for the appellants to apply for a Lawful Development Certificate and extend accordingly, under
permitted development rights. She decided to grant
the appeal and remove those rights to prevent further
damage to the openness of the green belt. This being
the special circumstances needed to justify the permission.
Time to get a grip!
DCS No: 49143308
CARAVAN HOMES AS AFFORDABLE HOMES?
A proposal to site a further 44 residential mobile
homes on a site in Essex, adjacent to an existing park
for 216 units has been rejected by the Inspector. He
said the entire area falls within countryside, contrary
to development policies that required concentration
of additional homes in existing settlements. The inspector argued that, though only costing up to £41

000, they would probably be bought by elderly homeowners with sufficient capital for outright purchase,
and would do little for those with restricted incomes.
He might well also have argued that a countryside
location is unsustainable for workers needing transport to work.
Such a location does not provide adequately for services to the elderly, nor provide for children. And at
what stage does such a site develop into permanent
housing?
DCS No: 5577777
MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT
The conversion of barns on a site in west Cornwall
to mixed uses has been approved by the inspector.
The Council preferred conversion to holiday accommodation. The approved use includes two dwellings
and three businesses.
The issue here is what is more sustainable, earnings from
tourists or businesses?
And future costs of travel?
DCS No: 38766590

END

FINANCIAL ADVISOR ALLOWED TO WORK
FROM GARAGE
An enforcement notice has been quashed, and conditions substituted by an inspector, regarding a converted garage where a secretary works. The inspector
judged that as not all clients visit the place, control
on hours and tying the permission to the applicant
would serve.

PLANNING

The Council's concern had been the amenity of
neighbours.
There must surely be an easier way to sort this out.
Is arbitration any cheaper?
DCS No: 30520529

Blue Belt

BLUE BELT has joined GREEN BELT as a PLANNING TERM. The Blue
Belt is that fought over ground in flood plains where there is significant risk of
flooding. Insurance Companies are not keen to insure properties in these regions and the Environment Agency is monitoring the number of times local
planning authorities defy EA guidance and permit development. The whole
picture is complicated by the hearts of many towns and villages being within
zones of high risk of flooding. Are these to be torn down and relocated? Estimates put the value of properties at high risk of periodic flooding as high as
£220 million. We must learn from green belts. They have inhibited development, but reduced the value of land. Land of low value often suffers from neglect. Some green belts are showing their age. We must beware of blighting our
riversides. The whole Thames Gateway scheme will make an interesting test
case.

8

OFFICE BUILDING IN CONSERVATION AREA
RULED OUT
The demolition of buildings to make way for a four
storey block has been ruled out, because it would
undermine the character of the street scene in a conservation area. The inspector placed more weight on
the future of the area than on the creation of job opportunities.
Short term - long term?
There must surely be other places for the offices.
What a precedent!
DCS No: 30334592

HERITAGE COUNTS
QUIZ ANSWERS
(see page14)
1. The Anglican Cathedrals
9 million
2. Blackpool Pleasure Beach
6.2 million
3. The British Museum
4.5 million
4. The London Eye
3.7million

ASHTAV supports good design

How did you fare?

PLANNING
FOR THE AGE
OF MOBILITY
or
“Mind your
derrière”
Ed Grimsdale
Secretary, Buckingham and
Winslow Access Group
There has been a step change in the use of mobility
scooters since the millennium. Once the preserve of
the rich but unfortunate, mobility scooters are proliferating. The attitude that “I’d be too embarrassed to
ride out on a scooter”, has gone and now the elderly
echo the Palm Sunday hymn “Ride out, Ride out, in
Majesty” as they beetle to the shops where they unite
in earnest discussion of the relative merits of the various models with all the informed enthusiasm of latter day Jeremy Clarksons.
The question needs to be posed:
“HAS SOCIETY PLANNED FOR THIS MOBILITY EXPLOSION?”
I ask the question following a number of incidents in
the historic market town of Buckingham (population
12000 owning circa 50 mobility scooters).
At the Annual Town Forum, Buckingham’s Mayor
was asked from the floor what he was going to do to
“get scooters off our pavements”? The question had
been prompted by an incident involving a small collision between an elderly person on a mobility scooter
and a young child. An isolated incident? No, … within weeks another scooter had rounded a corner and
careered into a blind man being led by a guide dog.
The blind man was shaken, and very anxious lest his
dog had been injured. (It had not.)
Scooters are permitted on pavements, in fact they are
supposed to drive along them in preference to being
on the road where their small size and slowness create real dangers to other vehicles and themselves. In
the absence of a convenient dropped kerb, scooters
cannot hop out of the way of pedestrians by leaving
the pavement. They have one choice: to stop (and,
maybe, then reverse). The onus needs to be put upon
the pedestrian to take avoiding action. Yet, many
pedestrians, especially children walk at scooters regarding them, perhaps, like cyclists, pests having no
legal right to be on the pavement in the first place.

In historic towns, pavements often narrow to one
metre width. Enough for people to pass each other
shoulder to shoulder. Many scooters are the best part
of a metre in width. On narrow pavements scooters
cannot pass people, neither can scooter pass another
scooter or perambulator. Something has to give and
the scooter cannot escape. Some countries are introducing pavements that are flush, level with their
roadways.The difference is delineated or made obvious by changed colour or texture. Effectively, the pedestrian is being given priority, access for all is made
easier. The street scene is enhanced because the
space between enclosing buildings is given unity. Research suggests that motorists adapt and drive more
carefully, aware that the space is full of mixed modes
of use. We hear that type of street treatment is about
to happen in Exhibition Rd, South Ken, London in
an experiment called “Safety through Danger”.

better the stability! But, scooters are designed around
people with arthritic hips. Most scooters are “stand
up and beg” with high seats holding “le derriere” and
the body’s centre of gravity high above the road.
Couple that to small wheels and a chassis narrow
enough to move along pavements, you can see that
once the cart moves a few degrees away from the vertical the risk of toppling is ever present. Traversing
slopes is a skilled art for the scooter driver. At one
corner in Buckingham the combined gradient of a
hill plus the angled edge of a dropped kerb meant
that all scooters who approached the dropped zone
at an angle were at risk of being thrown from their
chariots. Given the physical state of many scooter
users, such events are perilous. By the way, it is no
accident that scooter manufacturers choose heavy
batteries and sling them as low as “le derrière” in
that brand of French cars!

Scooters have the potential to cause serious injury to
walkers. It is a question of momentum. Scooters
have to be rigidly built and the majority are powered
by electric motors that draw their power from rechargeable batteries (accumulators). The latter are
heavy, so the combined mass of vehicle and driver
can greatly exceed 100 kg. The force applied by such
a weight stopping suddenly from a speed of several
metres per second is considerable. The question
needs to be asked and answered:

Another incident in Buckingham showed the need
for more careful scooter design. User manuals suggest that when the scooter is stationary the ignition
key (always easily accessible on the “dashboard”)
should be removed. In practice this is impractical
advice. The scooter user had just loaded a supermarket basket with goods. He halted at the Check-Out to
pass the basket to the assistant. The driver’s attention
was fully engaged in the task. Along comes a small
boy. “What if I turn that key?” Suddenly, scooter and
driver motored out of control across the store. They
were stopped by an impact with a neat display of
tinned food. The driver was shocked. Tea, sympathy
and some free “damaged” tins put him right. But,
here was an accident waiting to happen.

How may society minimise
the dangers from such collisions?”
By offering scooter training
(none is required)?
By testing drivers? ( Is it
“fair” to ban a disabled person?)

Apart from the risk to life and limb such incidents
demonstrate the need for insurance (including third
party `cover ) for scooter users. Manufacturers often
offer these as part of the original cost of the vehicle.
Should such schemes be compulsory? Scooters are
little different from baby cars. It is illegal to drive a
car on a public road without insurance, but an untrained, arthritic, partially sighted scooter user suffering from early symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease, may
weave an uncertain track along pedestrian pavements
and down the aisles of shops without any cover!

By legislating for “crumplezones” on scooters? (These
render cars less dangerous to pedestrians)
By constructing scooter lanes similar to cycle lanes?
Pavements with gradients are potentially
dangerous for scooter users. Buckingham
has been blessed by a generous helping
of dropped kerbs. These have to be installed with great care. Scooters are unstable devices with high centres of gravity.
A marvellous series of “swinging” TV advertisements for a certain French car has
alerted us all to the importance of “le derrière”, the lower, the closer to the ground, the
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Records

Thoughts on Heritage Environment
Benchmarks for Better Practice

could be made by Section Heads
without the appropriate training.
The same goes for the information
about listed buildings. Listing of
the interiors may contain invitaNot being on the Net, I am not so tions to burglars and specialists in
removals, especially when a house
sure, though the ambitions are
goes on the market and may relaudable. Whether they are
main empty for some time.
achievable along with other pro“We need to protect our historic build- posals (see later) the politicians will
If these colossal ambitions are part
ings, archaeology, and landscapes in
judge. In parallel with this enof the case for Regional Governthe best way possible”
quiry, the Egan Review has hapment, would the electorate know
pened. That examines the
what it is voting into being? Part
says the Minister. There are over “Training for Skills” required by
developers, for architects, planners of being a professional, being edua hundred Statutory Monuments
Records (SMR’s) in England, hold- and surveyors. Clearly, multi-pro- cated, is knowing where to go for
information. How would the corfessional skills are going to be
ing around 1 million sites; and
needed. (No mention of archaeol- pus be related to a Freedom of Inabout half of them are formally
formation Act?
ogists, nor of indexers!).
protected. This could form the
basis of a comprehensive list, as
some already include information At the same time, English Heritage The most obvious thing
about historic buildings and settle- is consulting about the National
about the proposals is that
ments - add in Historic Battlefields, Monuments Record. Its paper
they, and their implications,
Parks and Gardens, Conservation asks for views on what it should
need spelling out a great deal
contain; which of its services are
Areas “the system is now so complex
of greatest value; what is the role of more clearly.
few people understand all parts of it”
national, regional and local data
“It is not apparent that monuments,
buildings and landscapes need separate bases; should it include records
regimes.” If all the information was beyond those made by English
correlated, (even integrated!), this Heritage; and what is the balance
A new partnership looks
between utilising the resources of
set to safeguard two of Northwould form the basis of work on
umberland's ancient monuments.
the NMR and advising other bodconservation, regeneration and
Duddo Tower (on English Heritage's
ies on how to utilise their informaBuildings at Risk register) and Duddo
sustainability, being the tools of
Four Stones, both designated scheduled
tion resource?
education, access and developancient monuments on the Duddo Estate,
are being protected with funding from both
ment.
Defra's Countryside Stewardship Scheme
It is not clear how far the
(CSS) and English Heritage.
The aim is to create a network of grass marIt is argued that the lists would be “comprehensivation” would go.
gins, new hedgerows, cover for wild birds
What
about
the
semi-autonomous
more use, especially to educators, if
and a programme of over-wintered stubbodies - such as the Nature Trusts bles on the 2,000 acre estate. It will form
they were available across county
an example of what can be achieved
who
hold
information
about
plants
boundaries. (It would be hard to
through partnership. Access should
on SSIs? It would be easy for vilbe provided during 2005.
disagree with that). It is also
lains
to
exploit
the
Net
to
get
to
claimed that
“citizens would have a greater chance the whereabouts of rare items.
to participate, if it was all on the Net”. Who would edit? Big mistakes
Since the July 2004 Government
Consultation Paper “Making the
System Work Better”, a number of
other papers have been issued.
The above one is an important attempt to integrate, at a Regional
level, much information held at
present in a number of places.
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In the jargon:
“to grow the expertise and capacity to
participate in the management of the
Historic Environment”

ASHTAV cares about our common Heritage

The Association of Small Historic Towns and Villages of the United Kingdom
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 2004
Approved at the Association’s AGM on 9th October 2004 in Stow-on-the-Wold
Unrestricted funds
2003
2002
£
£

Income and Expenditure
Incoming resources
Membership subscriptions
Grants -English Heritage
Investment income
Meeting and conference income
Donations, including time
Total incoming resources

1,530
5,931
43
481
13,042
21,027

2,466
15,542
34
1,311
15,082
34,435

Resources Expended
Direct charitable expenditure
Membership services and Website
Meetings, conferences and courses

8,131
6,550

13,254
11,106

Other expenditure
Managing and administering the charity

6,049

3,783

20,730

28,143

297

6,292

7,492

1,200

Total resources expended
Net incoming/( outgoing) resources for the year
Fund balance at lst April

Fund balance at 31st March

£7,789

£7,492

MAKING
PLANNING
FAIRER
ASHTAV is launching a Campaign with the generic
title: “Making Planning Fairer”.
Our Planning System has been subject to many reviews
over recent years but it remains a source of friction between different groups and parties.
Basically, it isn’t felt to be fair.
Residents and neighbours don’t
feel it is fair when a settlement of
travellers appears overnight complete with paths, permanent vehicle bases and fences. “Why do I
need planning permission for an
extension to my dwelling when
these folk can change the use of a
site and build without thought of
paper work? they muse. Their outrage is intensified when authorities seem reluctant to act and it is
suggested that the locals may get
further if they hire legal representation..
People living in floodplains do
not think it is fair when their local authority rejects a planning
application following adverse risk
advice from the Environment
Agency. Their sense of grievance
is exacerbated when an analogous
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base stations "needs to be revisited and
updated".
He has also made it clear he did not
favour locating masts near schools.
Northern Ireland and Scotland which
On the other side of the coin,
have devolved administrations that
those seeking permission for large have adopted the Stewart Report recdevelopments do not think it is fair ommendation that permitted developthat if they seek to appeal against a ment rights for the erection of masts
decision the large waiting list for
less than 15 metres high should be reappeals means that they will be
voked.
lucky to obtain a judgement within That is in contrast to England and
a calendar year. “Time is money,” Wales where a prior notification
they mutter.
procedure precludes the need to
Regional government is adding to gain planning permission.
policy variation across Great Britain. There is a vociferous minority Local Town and Parish Councils who oppose the siting of mobile
those with most knowledge of and
phone masts too close to people,
interest in planning matters have
in particular children.
neither been recognised nor been
Professor Stewart, the chairman of the given a vote in recent modificaNational Radiological Protection
tions to planning law. Such CounBoard has said the planning process on cils do not think that is fair or
sensible.
proposal in a nearby authority is
given the green light despite a similar warning having been posted
by the EA.

ASHTAV thanks English Heritage for its grant

MAKING PLANNING FAIRER
silent as that community’s
future is decided by larger
battalions from bigger places
with different needs and values.
Democratic deficit occurs
and people know that local
Let’s look at a recent issue
concerns have not been repin more detail:
ASHTAV is concerned that resented fully, when elected
recent guidelines drawn up Councillors sacrifice voice
and vote on the false altar of
by the Local Government
probity.
Association, the Quarry
Products Association and
The Nolan Committee’s third
the Association of Council
Secretaries and discussed in report stated: “It is essential for
the proper operation of the plana recent copy of the maganing system that local concerns
zine “Planning” will cause
are adequately ventilated. The
more Councillors to be cau- most effective and suitable way
tious and to declare “an in- that this can be done is via the
local elected representatives, the
terest” when sitting on
planning committees. “Risk- Councillors themselves”. More is
being done to smooth the path
aversion” is becoming enfor developers: planners are being
demic in the UK. To declare encouraged to give pre-applicaa prejudicial interest avoids tion advice and frequently this is
the necessity of coming to a a free good, but those who might
public conclusion based on inform and challenge the debate
are being hobbled. ASHTAV
analysis of documents and
debate. “Had I been able to knows from its members’ experiences that early involvement of
vote, I would…… “ is heard local Amenity Societies and other
too frequently on the streets lobbyists helps planners, Councilof Britain in the 21st centu- lors and developers to produce
better plans that gain local supry as decisions are taken
port more easily and pass
small sub-set of planning
committees, often dominat- through the planning process
with more rapidity. Traditionaled by those geographically
ly, the planning process in Britand emotionally remote
ain is skewed towards last-minute
from the situation. The sin- criticism, towards “objecting”; a
gular voice of the small place better way forward is through
Partnership. It’s like Marriage,
that ASHTAV supports is
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where to know and to negotiate
in advance is so much better than
being knocked sideways at the
altar by someone in the congregation declaring a “just cause or
impediment”.
It is essential that lobbying of
Councillors by individuals, amenity societies and other entities is
encouraged and not placed in a
straitjacket that prescribes too
closely, where, and what may be
said or done. It will be a strange
land, indeed, if it is tactically better to lobby those whose oppose
your view, so you can break their
swords, whilst you surround

your own councillor with
impenetrable security so he
may arrive at the council
chamber with his voice and
vote intact.
This is why ASHTAV is
launching its Campaign:
“Making Planning Fairer”.
Planning is fairest when the
people engage in debate;
when their democratically
elected Councillors promulgate their electors’ views;
when those Councillors cast
their votes, and a true majority determines the decision.
As part of its campaign,
ASHTAV is preparing guidance for Councillors on best
practice in community involvement in planning.
Ed Grimsdale 2005
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SOAPBOX
An occasional column airing grievances
from far and near.
In the first of these pieces

BERNARD MELDRUM
of
The Chesham Society in
Buckinghamshire offers some views on

PARKING ON
GRASS VERGES

Have members of other amenity
societies been experiencing problems with parking on grass verges?
Has anyone found a solution?
Is a change in the law required to
overcome the problem?
If so, should we campaign for such
a change?
I have been in discussion with one of our
members who raised the issue of parking
on grass verges in the local press and with
The Chesham Society. Here is an extract of
our correspondence:“I had a site meeting
with a Highway Authority engineer a few
weeks ago concerning this subject and was
surprised by what I was told. I said that
there were a few facts that she should be
aware of:

It is only an offence for Heavy Goods Vehicles or buses and all v ehicles over a certain weight to park on grass verges.
It is an offence for any vehicle to obstruct a footpath.
(Grass verges are decorative features – not footpaths, so are not liable to obstruction. Could the drivers be causing them
criminal damage, I wonder? )
As the law stands at present – private cars light vans are not committing any offence if parked on a grass verge.
A vehicle’s drivers can be made to pay for damages ONLY if it is proven that (s)he was the driver who caused a specific
piece of identifiable damage. Without conclusive evidence of the act being perpetrated a driver cannot be made to pay for
repairs, including damage to kerb, pavement, drains or manhole covers.
Householders can pay for the installation of on the grass strips outside their own dwellings, but since I note that most of the
offenders are residents parking their cars most decline the opportunity.
(Disturbingly, another source tells me that if a vehicle impacts with and is damaged by a Vergemaster™ post, although
they are frangible, the resident responsible for its installation may be held liable by the driver’s insurance company.)”
I then said that “it seems to me that we should start a campaign to change the national law. A local bylaw
would be no good, as the police would not support it, as they do not have sufficient manpower to enforce it.
That least that was their reaction to a proposed 20 mph limit in our pedestrianised High Street. They said that
they would not support anything they could not, or would not enforce.”
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ASHTAV cares for the smaller places

One of our members provided some interesting information that he obtained from the Pedestrians’ Association. It is in the form of a small card. He makes copies of it and places them under the windscreen wipers of
offending vehicles:

THINK ... BEFORE YOU PARK
IS YOUR VEHICLE A HAZARD TO
PEDESTRIANS ?
Stationary vehicles are the indirect cause of one out of
five pedestrian casualties. You are in breach of the
Highway Code and may have committed an offence
against the law by parking your vehicle at or near:
A road junction or bend in the road
The brow of a hill or a hump-back bridge
A bus stop or school entrance
A crossing or island
Where it hides a traffic sign
On a footway or cycle path or in a pedestrian zone

Should ASHTAV members require supplies of the original cards, they should contact the
PEDESTRIAN ASSOCIATION at 1, Wandsworth Road, LONDON SW 8 2LJ

IS THIS THE REASON WHY DEVELOPERS TALK OF “LAND BANKS”?
"The price of farmland has risen by nearly a third in the past year as a new breed of non-farming
buyers look to fields as an alternative to bricks and mortar or the stock market, a survey said yesterday. Overall, the cost of a piece of countryside has gone up by up to 30 per cent this year and by
130 per cent since the early 1990s, according to the survey by the Royal Institution of Chartered
Surveyors."
–Telegraph.co.uk, 12/11/04
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NO LONGER: “DIRTY, DARK, AND UNDEVOTIONAL”,
CATHEDRALS COUNT
A little quiz for you: rank the following in order of popularity with visitors in the year 2003:
The British Museum
The London Eye
The 42 Anglican Cathedrals
Blackpool Pleasure Beach
To help you here are the numbers: 9, 6.2, 4.5 and 3.7 ( all in millions).
You’ll find the answer at the bottom of page 8.
Were you as surprised by the result as I was? We
know about the fine performance of our cathedrals
from a new survey conducted by Ecotec, jointly funded by English Heritage and the Association of English Cathedrals that was published at the end of
2004. The report provides the first substantial evidence of the tremendous support made by cathedrals
to their local communities. Cathedrals primary role is
for worship, but this report indicates how far these
stacks whether old or new reach out and support
economy and lifestyle of communities and their visitors.
Simon Thurley, Chief Executive of English Heritage,
said in response to the report: "Our cathedrals are at
the very heart of England's heritage and, as this new
study shows, their contribution reaches far beyond
bricks and mortar. In an increasingly complex world,
these great edifices are vital forces for social cohesion
and focal points for both celebration and mourning,
not just in their cities, but in the large areas they
serve."
The Very Revd James E. Atwell, Dean of St
Edmundsbury Cathedral, said:
"Cathedrals are so much part of the landscape that
their familiarity can mark the magnet they have become to people of all ages, backgrounds and cultural
identity. The veil is lifted by Heritage Counts, so that
the story is told of their open doors, way beyond the
community of faith, to schools, tourists and the arts,
to communities in celebration and trauma and to
those who simply want sacred space. I hope this enables a growing recognition of the status of these regional beacons. "

Fascinating Facts :
Three of England's top five historic visitor attractions'
- York Minister, Canterbury Cathedral and Westminster Abbey - are places of worship.
Visitors attracted to an area by the presence of a cathedral spend £91 million in the local economy per
year. When the amount cathedrals themselves
spend on goods, services and employment is taken
into account the figure rises to £150 million per
year.
The 42 Anglican cathedrals account collectively for
the direct employment of 1,885 full time workers.
Through spending in the local economy they support
5,500 workers in total.
The cathedrals spend approximately £25.9 million
per year on wages and salaries.
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Cathedrals spend £11 million per year on repairs and
maintenance, much of it raised from the public.
Cathedrals are open 365 days a year. They are open
to all and have more contact with non-churchgoers
than any other part of the Church.

This article was written by the Deputy Editor and
draws on the Report and Government News Network
East.

More than 300,000 schoolchildren benefited from
organised educational visits to cathedrals in 2003.
All but five of the smaller cathedrals have a designated Education Officer.
All cathedrals have, on average, between three and
five special events (concerts, plays, lectures, art exhibitions etc) per week. More than 50% reported an increase in the number of events they hold.
Cathedrals provide huge opportunities for volunteers and benefit significantly from their time and
skills.
The survey suggests that the number of cathedral volunteers is in excess of 12,000. This is equivalent to
over 500 full time employees and is more than the
total number of volunteers for the RSPB across the
UK.

What the survey will provide is a firmer base for cathedrals claim on the national purse. In the past people have criticised the extent of funding that
churches and cathedrals have received from the state
in order to maintain their fabric. For the first time
there is reliable information about cathedrals as generators of income in their communities and the extent to which those communities respond by
volunteering. Some readers will have seen one of
Jonathan Meades’ recent TV essays which showed a
veritable guild of volunteers with feather dusters who
daily wafted around their cathedral’s choir stalls burnishing the ancient wood. It is too easy to think of
our cathedrals as non-sustainable entities spending
endless riches in support of fluting voices and outsize
organs joined in eternal Choral Evensong . This report suggests that the 23 or more services in each cathedral each week may lie at the heart of the matter
but the soul of the cathedral may be buried elsewhere
in the opportunities and challenges it opens to its
community. ASHTAV members will rejoice that yet
more concrete and quantitative evidence for the
importance of Heritage has been uncovered.

To download a copy of the report please visit
http://www.heritagecounts.co.uk

The quote in the title is a remark
made by Queen Victoria in 1872
about St Paul’s Cathedral.

ASHTAV cherishes village history

THE RISE AND FALL OF
THE PARSONAGE
Ed Grimsdale
… “we are considering it as a mere
parsonage, small and confined,
we allow, but decent, perhaps, and
habitable; and altogether not inferior
to the generality; or, in other words,
I believe there are few country parsonages in England half so good. It may
admit of improvement, however. Far
be it from me to say otherwise; and
anything in reason--a bow thrown out,
perhaps--though, between ourselves,
if there is one thing more than another my aversion, it is a patched-on
bow."

that derived more from urban fashion than the local
vernacular. Frequently, the Vicar of a newly created
Parish needed to fund his own parsonage. As so
many Vicars were recruited from the middle and upper classes in Victorian times, our country’s stock of
parsonages grew both in size and number. Many of
those parsonages became “gifts” from their incumbents to their parish. There are similarities between
that process and bequests to Museums and Art Galleries, and that parallel may be uncomfortable for
today’s Church whose Commissioners, beset my pension worries and falling asset values are seen to be
“selling the family’s silver”.
With non-denominational Village Halls thin on the
ground and “Parish Rooms” not yet invented, the
Victorian Rectory was the meeting place of choice for
smaller groups. With luck, the smart Parsonage was
complemented by a newly ”Gothicised” church, remodelled by the indefatigable Sir George Gilbert
Scott.
Let’s jump to the period after World War II had
ended. An Age of Austerity meant fuel rationing for

priest.. His or her nuclear reactions are more likely to
produce 2.4 than 2x 4 children. Neither nanny nor
granny attend their children and their garden is untended by a professional gardener. The Vicar’s wife
or her husband does not feel part of a joint vocation
but may work far away from the village or parish.
Without multiple sets of eyes providing security, the
modern Vicar and partner may regard the Parsonage
as their Castle, a redoubt fast against a hostile, godless world where paedophiles prey on unfortunate
defenceless children. The concept of the Parsonage
as ever-welcoming to waifs and strays, God’s Social
Service point with the Vicar as chief support officer
is largely gone. All this dictates that a classic Victorian Parsonage with 25 rambling rooms to furnish,
sitting in a vast openness next to the Church raised
on its pediment – a joint promontory like a set jaw
thrusting towards the village green is an unloved, unwanted anachronism. Today’s Vicar prefers an
“affordable” home, a modest dwelling that sits
amongst but not above the congregation. If it is
apart from the Church or place of work, so much the
better. The Parsonage is reduced to another home,
another box,. If its indistinction makes it indistin-

Jane Austen Northanger Abbey
The Church, its Parsonage and their Vicar have been
at the heart of village life for hundreds of years.
Churches were built to high standards, they were the
outward sign of things eternal. Not many Parsonages were built to last forever. Yet, many towns have
Vicarages that are amongst the older dwellings in
their area. The nucleus of a typical village consisted
of Manor House, Church, Churchyard, Parsonage
and Alehouse. Church and Parsonage have been central to the English experience; twin institutions that
expressed the aspirations and supported the hopes of
their communities. Most people aged over 50 years
old have similar stereotypes for Parsonages – rambling, red-brick Victorian Villas set in ample
grounds, a stroll from the Church. William Wordsworth , himself an incumbent, caught the flavour of
the seamless transition from the grounds of the Parsonage to the Churchyard:
WHERE holy ground begins, unhallowed
ends,
Is marked by no distinguishable line;
The turf unites, the pathways intertwine;
And, wheresoe'er the stealing footstep tends,
Garden, and that domain where kindred,
friends,
And neighbours rest together, here confound
Their several features, mingled like the sound
Of many waters, or as evening blends
With shady night. Soft airs, from shrub and
flower,
Waft fragrant greetings to each silent grave;
And while those lofty poplars gently wave
Their tops, between them comes and goes a sky
Bright as the glimpses of eternity,
To saints accorded in their mortal hour.
A Parsonage In Oxfordshire

In the 19th century the Vicar was often a “foreigner”,
an outsider. In those days, the first son inherited
wealth, the second son was posted abroad to serve
the British Empire and the third son, almost regardless of religious convictions, went into the Church.
Such parsons may have been sparing with religious
notions, but through their “manor born” they
brought higher housing expectations: more bedrooms, larger reception rooms and, externally, a style

The gable end of Iiffley Rectory standing in the grounds of
Iffley Church seen to the right. Only a part of this magnificent seat of power may be seen in this picture, but one can
sense that it wasn’t meant to be a family home but as multipurpose building to collect tithes, to administer church justice and to underline who ruled this district. Rectors frequently took their endowed riches away and lived and
became powerful in other stalls, leaving behind a Curate to
struggle to maintain “his home”.

all and the sight of the Vicar camped with his family
in a home too large to heat and too extensive to furnish. Outward plenitude masked private squalor.
Today’s Church is a more democratic institution
than formerly. The laity rules, OK? The Vicar is not
the fount of all wisdom, or the most educated person
of the Parish. (S)he’s a busy person, maybe a worker
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guishable from the rest so much the better as the parson yearns more strongly to be a person of the people
than the Man of God.
What of the former Parsonage? If it is lucky it may
remain, robbed of purpose or meaning, reduced to a
“trophy” home for someone who has piled up riches
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on earth rather than in heaven. Since the word Parson derives from person, there may be justice in returning the person’s house to the people. The
Parsonage may be segmented and turned into apartments, If land is more valuable than the Parsonage,
itself, demolition will precede redevelopment as a
pocket housing estate on a brownfield site. The
“deal” may include a “free” modern 5 bedroom box
complete with study for the Vicar , and as many other profitable boxes as may be fitted around a Cul-deSac that will be called “Parsonage Close”. Just feed
“Parsonage Close” into your favourite Internet Search
Engine – you’ll be amazed at the plethora of such
places, both home and abroad.
Does it matter that our stock of ample Parsonages
has been decimated, that our rural
landscape and
community have lost another focus along with the
grocer’s, the baker’s, the post-office and savings bank?
Perhaps the cull has carried away the weakest stacks,
those that were already doomed to die? What is certain that the Parsonage, the institution that bridged
the religious and secular life of its community is lost.
Time, perhaps, for some of the remaining Parsonages
to become Heritage Centres, places to visit, in which
young and old can relive something lost, a once-powerful force largely for good in English Society. Haworth Parsonage has been saved through conversion
to a Bronte Museum.

With congregations declining and many
rural churches virtually mothballed, it may
be only a short while before Parsonage,
Church, Churchyard and Church Hall in
some quaint village are transformed to a
complete Church Experience – God’s own
Theme Park: “Altar Towers” with deepfried breaded “Parson’s Nose” for starters
at the non-stop Vicarage Garden Party!

CASE STUDY :
THE PARSON AND
HIS PARSONAGE
REVEREND THOMAS
SCOTT OF GAWCOTT,
BUCKS
When Reverend Scott moved to North Buckinghamshire in 1806, he stayed for a time in the ancient
Buckingham Vicarage for there was no Parsonage in
Gawcott as Scott was the first Perpetual Curate appointed to the village of Gawcott. Reverend Scott
was a good family man and his religious interests reflected both his upbringing as the son of the Reverend Thomas Scott “The Commentator” and his own
wife’s colonial roots. The foundation of those family
beliefs was the Bible and its propagation. The Commentator had enjoyed a remarkable success with his
tract on the Bible: in reprint form it had topped the
Georgian best-sellers’ lists. His family inherited much
of that money and the younger Scott ploughed his
share into a large Parsonage that was probably the
grandest building of its time in the village of Gawcott
and which over-shadowed the new Church next to it.
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Gawcott Church was a curious, ramshackle affair.
When Sir George Gilbert Scott recorded his memoirs, he wrote that it was :
“… as absurdly unecclesiastical a structure as could be
conceived. Enclosed between four walls forming a
short wide oblong, it had a roof sloping all ways
crowned by a belfry such as one sees over the stables
of a country home….. The font I well recollect was a
washstand with a white basin.”
The family’s money having been turned into bricks
and mortar, the Perpetual Curate created a school,
“Scott’s Private Academy”, in his extensive Parsonage
to supplement the meagre living. Life in Gawcott for
Reverend Thomas Scott and his family was fraught.
The summer of 1826 in North Bucks was long, hot
and dry. John West’s Gawcott Church, consecrated
just twenty years before in May 1806, could not withstand the shrinkage of the clay beneath its shallow
foundations. The building cracked, wooden props
were used to sure its walls; the Reverend Scott declared it to be unsafe, and the church’s authorities
ordered that it be taken down. Catastrophe had
struck both the village and Thomas Scott and his family. There was no legacy left for the church’s rebuilding. Initially, Church Elders suggested that the
Reverend Scott’s salary of £100 be suspended, and
the monies saved be placed in a building fund until
sufficient cash had accumulated to build a new
Church; in the interim, villagers would revert to worshipping in Buckingham Parish Church, one and a
half miles away. To save his family, his congregation
and evangelism in North Bucks, the Reverend Thomas Scott, who possessed an affable manner that put
rich and poor at their ease, turned back to designing
and fund-raising. Fifteen years before, Thomas Scott
had taught himself the rudiments of architecture,
training that he had used to design his Parsonage in
Gawcott. He now felt forced to face the greater challenge of designing his own Church. Meanwhile, the
Parsonage became an increased focus for Parish life
and prayer.
The future “Great Goth” architect, George Gilbert
Scott whose obsession with buildings was expressed
through endless drawings of features in local churches was still living at home in the Parsonage. (Sir)
George Gilbert, received no formal schooling – to
save expense he was denied entry to his father’s Academy in the family home. Within a year, George Gilbert would go to London to study architecture with
James “Lead us Heavenly Father, Lead us” Edmeston,
jobbing architect and amateur hymn writer. One
wonders what George Gilbert Scott (aged 16) may
have contributed to his father’s designs for Gawcott
Parish Church.
A public subscription list was opened. With £1500
“banked”, Thomas Scott designed a simple Church
but clad it in local stone, mainly from a Gawcott
quarry but partly brought on the Buckingham Canal
from Cosgrove in Northamptonshire. Like most
building projects, actual expenses exceeded the contract price and the Church’s opening on the 19th December 1827 was the time to make collections to
defray some of the builder’s excess costs. But, as night
follows day, so the winter of 1827 was as bad as the
summer of 1826 had been good. Congregations for
both the morning and afternoon services were seriously reduced by “terrible weather”. Not too many of
the parishioners of Gawcott who were mainly labourers with lace-making wives were absent, but difficult
road conditions did deter travel by the curious rich of
North Bucks.

It wasn’t long before the Reverend Thomas Scott was
translated by the Duke of Buckingham , who loathed
his anti-gambling preaching,from Gawcott over the
Buckinghamshire border to Wappenham, to a large
house, the first of many parsonages that his son
George Gilbert Scott would design. Unfortunately,
Thomas Scott was exhausted by his work in Gawcott
and he declined quickly, dying aged only 55 in 1835
Thomas Scott’s first design: “his” ample red-brick
Gawcott Parsonage, lasted until the 1960’s when it
was pulled down and replaced by a “modern” 4-bedroomed house that was considered more suitable for
the new Vicar, Reverend Aubrey Newell, and his
young family. Fortunately for the life of the Church
and village of Gawcott, the new house was built on
part of the footprint of the old one, so, unlike so
many of today’s Vicarages, its front door is less than
30 metres from Gawcott Church. Scott’s first home
in North Bucks –Buckingham Vicarage with its marvellous “Buckingham Marble” fireplace has been sold
into private hands – it is now “Walnut Yard”. The
Reverend Scott’s “parsonage–designed” Gawcott
Church of 1827 still stands, although its interior was
remodelled at the close of the 20th century. It is a typical, if modest, Georgian, “Methodist” preaching
house, the complete antithesis of what his son was to
espouse.

SAVE
OUR
PARSONAGES

IS A SOCIETY FIGHTING
FOR OUR HERITAGE OF
RECTORIES AND
VICARAGES:
Sales of old rectories and vicarages
have continued unabated for more than
fifty years, with the result that the historic parsonage still in church use is an endangered species, probably representing
as little as 10% of the total stock of
church housing.
SAVE OUR PARSONAGES is a
support group for these houses and the
people who strive to preserve them giving voice to the rising tide of feeling
among both laity and clergy that it is
time to re-evaluate the role of the historic parsonage in community life. Parsonages are major resources which have for
too long been treated as liabilities.
TO CONTACT
SAVE OUR PARSONAGES
either write to Noël Riley, Bulmer Tye
House, near Sudbury, Suffolk
CO10 7ED or visit the website:
www.gtorrington.freeserve.co.uk

Do come to an ASHTAV Seminar ( look at the back cover )

HELPFILE
QUALITY PARISHES
INVESTMENT FUND
The Countryside Agency and National Association
for Local Councils (NALC) have launched a new
Fund to provide an opportunity for parish and town
councils with Quality status to invest in projects
which will benefit the communities that they represent. The announcement coincided with the accreditation of the 100th Quality Parish Council - Great
Bardfield PC in Essex.

The £300,000 fund offers a flexible source of investment for councils that have achieved Quality Status,
and is managed by NALC on behalf of the Countryside Agency. The minimum grant payable is £1,000,
with a maximum of £10,000.

The Quality parish initiative has been created jointly
by DEFRA and ODPM in association with the Countryside Agency, the Local Government Association
and NALC. It is open to all parish and town councils
in England. It aims to enable parish and town councils to work more closely with others in the delivery
of local services and to better represent their local
communities. To gain Quality status, councils must
pass several rigorous tests that prove that they are representative, well managed and capable of taking on
an enhanced role.

For further information, refer to NALC’s
website: www.nalc.gov.uk or telephone NALC on
020 7637 1865

VOLUNTEERING
TOOLKIT
A new toolkit from Volunteering England allows organisations to measure the impact of volunteering on
all stakeholders - the volunteers, the organisation, the
beneficiaries, and the broader community. Organisations will be able to use it to assess a wide range of
impacts, from the skills development of volunteers to
the economic value of volunteering organisations.
The toolkit was developed with a grant from Washington University’s Global Services Institute. Organisations in the UK and Sweden helped to pilot a
range of tools such as pre-designed questionnaires
which help organisations which involve volunteers
measure the impacts of volunteering on volunteers,
the organisation that involves volunteers, the people
or things the volunteering aims to assist and the wider community.
The toolkit (Price: £35 (£30 for Volunteering England members) is easy to use and includes a CDROM so users can adapt the questionnaires. For fur-

ther information and to order on line see
http://www.volunteering.org.uk/print.php?id=993

projects such as this the organic vegetable one to start
quickly .

REVISIONS TO PPG3

The Rural Enterprise Scheme (RES) is one of the 10
schemes which operate under the England Rural
Development Programme. Its coverage is wideranging with the primary aim being to help farmers
adapt to changing markets and develop new business
opportunities. RES also has a broader role in
supporting the development of the rural economy,
community, heritage and environment so other rural
businesses, partnerships, companies and rural
community groups are also eligible to receive
funding. For further information about RES, please
see the new RES literature, which can be obtained
from local Rural Development Service (RDS) offices
or from the Defra website on
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp.

The two updates to PPG 3 published on the 24th January were ‘Supporting the Delivery of New Housing’ and ‘Planning for Sustainable Communities in
Rural Areas’. The main provisions are that:
• planning applications for housing or mixed use
developments on redundant commercial land should
be considered favourably;
• alongside a continued rural exception approach,
local planning authorities can allocate small sites solely for affordable housing in small rural communities,
which must be permanently dedicated to meeting the
needs of key workers and local people.

A consultation on further changes to PPG3,
‘Planning for Mixed Communities’, is also launched
in January. The proposals aim to ensure:

the mix of housing provision proposed by local planning authorities will meet the needs of local housing
markets and provide people with choice;
prospective developers demonstrate how their proposals will respond to these needs, encouraging
them to work with local planning authorities before
submitting their plans.

Defra's Rural Enterprise
Scheme (RES).
The Cambridge Organic Food Company has moved
to new, larger premises at Penn Farm Studios. The
company makes weekly food deliveries across south
Cambridgeshire, including Cambourne, St Neots, St
Ives, Huntingdon as well as Saffron Walden and
most villages in the area. It is run by Duncan Catchpole, who took advantage of the new RES Fast-track
processes to market the new Harston Road base and
its expanded service.
Mr Catchpole said:
"We really believe in locally produced food and most
of the organic fruit and vegetables in our boxes are
grown in South Cambridgeshire.
"Most boxes have a base of potatoes, onions, mushrooms and carrots, with a variety of different fruit
and vegetables, according to the season. The boxes
can be tailored to customers' tastes though, so they
can be made up with no onions and extra carrots, for
example.

DESIGNATION EXTENDED TO OUTSTANDING LIBRARY AND ARCHIVE COLLECTIONS
( culed from Heritage Link)
The Designation Scheme, which since 1997 has identified the outstanding collections held in England's
non-national museums, opened to applications from
England's libraries and archives on 30th November.
The new, extended Scheme, run by the Museums,
Libraries and Archives Council (MLA), will identify
library and archive collections in non-national institutions which are deemed of national or international importance.
Designation brings a range of benefits. Amongst advantages reported by museums currently holding Designated collections are: strengthened support from
their governing bodies; enhanced ability to raise
funds to support the collection; added profile-raising
at a national level through MLA's promotional materials and press coverage; and the creation of a local
focus for advocacy and awareness-raising.
MLA is now inviting applications from libraries and
archives and joint applications from existing formal
partnerships of organisations with complementary
collections, which can demonstrate that their collection is of pre-eminent quality and significance. For
more information on the Cross-Domain Designation
Scheme visit
http://www.mla.gov.uk/action/designation/00desig.
asp or contact Yvette Burrows, Designation Adviser
at MLA at yvette.burrows@mla.gov.uk, tel: 020 7273
1409. Full guidance notes and an application form
can be downloaded from the MLA website at
http://www.mla.gov.uk/action/designation/desig_a
pplication.asp The deadline for applications is 11th
April 2005. Announcement of successful applicants
will be made by the end of September 2005.

All RES applications for less than £15,000 are assessed through fast-track procedures that reduce
processing time for small projects. Defra aim to approve or reject projects under the Fast-track procedures within one month of receipt, enabling small
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HERITAGE LINK culled by Anne Lock
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT AND RURAL COMMUNITIES DRAFT BILL:
CONSULTATION TO 11.03. 2005
The Draft Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Bill has now
been published on Defra's website. For
further information including the Draft
Bill, Policy Statement, Explanatory Notes
and Regulatory Impact Assessment and
for details on how to feed in comments,
visit
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/ruraldeliv
ery/bill/

the consultation exercise will have been
extremely worthwhile. For the full document visit Culture at the Heart of Regeneration: Summary of Responses
Please - do send feedback on either the
consultation document or the summary of
responses to George Cutts at 2-4 Cockspur Street, London, SW1Y 5DH or Email to regeneration@culture.gsi.gov.uk

VISION FOR MUSEUMS IN THE
21ST CENTURY: CONSULTATION
TO 30TH JUNE
“England's 2,000 plus museums and galleries are treasure houses of our cultural
CULTURE AT THE HEART OF REGENERATION: FEEDBACK INVITED and national heritage, but too many items
within them are hidden from the public,”
The Department of Culture Media and
said Arts Minister Estelle Morris in anSport has published a summary of renouncing the Consultation Paper, Undersponses received.
standing the Future: Museums and 21st
first building partnerships;
Century Life. The Department for Culsecondly, supporting delivery by sharing
ture Media and Sport invites public views
best practice; providing training and support for practitioners; producing a toolkit on issues, including plans to make better
use of museum collections, for example by
of ideas;
sharing them with other institutions. Othand thirdly improving the evidence base.
er proposals are to modernise the museums' workforce and to persuade the sector
Consultees added priorities of their own.
to speak consistently with one voice. HowFirst came the need to develop further
ever, the Minister is positive ‘this is an
definitions of culture.
Also a need to distinguish between culture open-minded consultation’ she said, ‘The
museums’ world is not in crisis. Healthy
as a starting point for regeneration as opinvestment from Government, and the
posed to culture being a part of regenerabrilliance and dedication of those working
tion, as Heritage Link had argued.
Just as necessary, respondents felt was the in the sector, mean that we can conduct
this debate from a position of strength.’
need for DCMS to work with other GovFurther information is available on the
ernment Departments and partners, and
DCMS website at www.culture.gov.uk Refor the Department to support its sponsponses should be sent by 30th June to
sored bodies to deliver this agenda. The
Department should take the lead in com- DCMS by email to
Lindsey.Pickles@culture.gsi.gov.uk or by
missioning more research and evidence
post to Lindsey Pickles, Museums and
collection, perhaps by proposing an eviCultural Property Division, Department
dence framework to guide monitoring. A
number of responses prioritised the need for Culture, Media and Sport, 2-4 Cockspur Street, London SW1Y 5DH, tel 020
for RDAs to include culture and further7211 6126.
more that weaker RDAs should be challenged. Finally the voluntary sector
PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT 1:
requires support to encourage the build
up of capacity. Included in another list of DELIVERING SUSTAINABLE DEVELsuggestions was a reassessment of the VAT OPMENT
regime for refurbishment and renovation Underpinning the entire Summit is the
works in order to encourage more regener- publication of PPS1 which sets out the
overarching policies on the delivery of susation rather than new build.
tainable development through the planning system in England. It replaces PPG
If these additional final recommendations are taken into the final report then
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Note 1 General Policies and Principles
published in 1997.
The Campaign to Protect Rural England
(CPRE) welcomed the final version of
PPS1 - a vast improvement on the original
draft. It explicitly recognises the protection and enhancement of the landscape
and the wider countryside, the benefits of
conservation and environmental protection as well as the role of planning in
managing change in the wider public interest. However, Neil Sinden, CPRE’s Director of Policy, warned that ‘PPS1
highlights the gap between rhetoric and
reality in the Government's approach to
planning. It represents real progress, but
planning on the ground needs to change
soon and radically if the countryside and
urban regeneration are not to lose out in
the drive for massive growth.'
PPS sets out six key principles: that development plans should ensure that sustainable development is pursued in an
integrated manner in line with UK strategy; that regional planning bodies and local
planning authorities should ensure that
development plans contribute to global
sustainability; that a spatial planning approach should be at the heart of planning
for sustainable development; that planning policies should promote high quality
inclusive design in the lay out of new developments and individual buildings in
terms of function and impact over the
whole lifetime of the development.
There is a positive statement warmly welcomed by the Commission for the Built
Environment that design ‘which fails to
take the opportunities available for improving the character and quality of an
area’ should not be accepted. For the full
text visit
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups
/odpm_planning/documents/page/odpm
_plan_034815.pdf

ASHTAV thanks English Heritage for its support

well run, attractive, inclusive town centres
through a new £5 million How to programme; Mr Prescott intends to strengthEconomic growth, regional delivery, local en the role of councils in leading their
decision making and community involve- areas and of individual councillors as the
ment are what the Deputy Prime
leaders and advocates of their neighbourMinister’s wants in a third term. John
hoods and communities. ODPM will also
Prescott set out a major programme of
be consulting on proposals to develop a
reform at the international Delivering Sus- new approach to create more mayors with
tainable Communities conference held in more powers to transform major cities.
Manchester from 31st January to 2nd Feb- (LIKEWISE TO COMMENT IN PREVIruary. 2000 delegates attended the event
OUS ITEM)
making it the largest ever gathering in the
UK of leaders and professionals involved
ODPM will invite local authorities to parin sustainable communities ‘places where ticipate in a pilot for a further 40 Local
people want to live and work now and in
Area Agreements, the new co-ordinated
the future’. (ED -= I think ASHTAV
funding agreement between central govneeds to respond to this by explaining the ernment and local authorities and their
difficulties as we see it in some of the repartners working through the Local Stratestrictions placed on local councillors in
gic Partnerships. The five year plan also
the new planning legislation - local counaims to narrow the gap between the best
cillors unable to vote on, say, a road proand worst regional areas and finally to enposal which will lead to infill development sure people in all regions share in increaswhich happens to affect him - and his vot- ing prosperity through developing new
ing public. Local people see this as a sub- ways to deliver economic growth at the
traction of local democracy from that
level that ‘makes most sense’.
which pertained earlier - a draft
letter/response needs to be undertaken I
In addition to the five year strategy,
think - will endeavour to address it as an
ODPM has published nine regional strateAunt Sally)
gies
http://www.info4local.gov.uk/singleLink.
Sustainable Communities: People Places
asp?linkid=4459&heading=e%2dmail%20
and Prosperity the Five Year Plan from the alert and two daughter documents to the
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister deLocal Government Strategy Local:Vision,
tails how the Government, working with
Citizen Engagement and Public Services:
local authorities, will help people improve Why Communities Matter see
their quality of life and create communiwww.odpm.gov.uk/odpm/
ties they feel proud of. It also outlines pro- fiveyearstrategy/citizen_engagement.pdf
posals to strengthen local leadership. For
and Leadership – Vibrant Local leadership
the full text see
see www.odpm.gov.uk/odpm/
www.odpm.gov.uk/odpm/fiveyearstrategy fiveyearstrategy/vibrant_leadership.pdf
/ppp.htm
Views are invited on both documents.
ODPM FIVE YEAR PLAN

ODPM PROPOSALS TO TRANSFORM
LOCAL GOVERNANCE
People Places and Prosperity sets out an
ambitious programme with implications
for all involved in heritage, at national,
regional and local level, in local government and the voluntary sector.
One proposal is to put more power in the
hands of communities to improve local
services and create safer communities
through proposals for a Neighbourhoods
Charter. Other proposals are to extend
ODPM work to keep streets free of antisocial behaviour, with good quality, wellmaintained parks and open spaces and

fresh teamwork to contribute effectively.
Already three environmental NGO groupings, the North West Environment Forum, North East Environment Link and
Yorkshire and Humber Region have expressed concern that the Northern Way
strategy driven by an economic growth
agenda will not steer a course towards truly sustainable communities. It recommends a change in focus to give more
weight to environmental quality and capacity, to rural areas and to the implications of airport expansion.
The National Trust has separately pointed
out that heritage organisations were not
consulted. It also regrets that the Strategy
stops short of making any specific recommendations for investment that acknowledge the importance of the quality and
diversity of green spaces and historic assets
and the benefits they can bring for the
North’s communities and economy. For
further information and for the full discussion document, contact Alex Hunt, NT
Regional Policy Officer, Yorks and the
North East at
alex.hunt@nationaltrust.org.uk
SECTION 215 POWERS

ODPM has also brought out Best Practice
Guidance to Section 215 of the TCPA Act
1990 which allows the local planning authority to take steps in certain circumstances to require land to be cleaned up
when its condition adversely affects the
amenity of the area. Owners can be served
with a notice requiring that the situation
be remedied. Although the use of s215 is
discretionary, the most important message
is that s215 action can be taken against
land and buildings as in s336 of the Act
THE NEW SUPER REGION
the definition of land includes a building.
The document includes guidance on the
Throughout his speeches John Prescott
section’s scope, how it can be used in restressed the key role the regions have as
generation programmes and encouraging
the drivers for jobs and economic growth. local planning authorities to be proactive.
He announced the progress report on the There is also advice on the Human Rights
Northern Way the new development inAct, on cost recovery and even more usevolving the three Northern Regions. The
ful a series of cases studies showing how
action plan, backed with an initial
s215 has been successfully used. The ApODPM/RDA £100m growth fund, aims
pendices gives sample letters. The Guidto eradicate the £29m billion productivity ance can be downloaded from
gap between the North of England and
http://www.odpm.gov.uk/stellent/groups
the average of the other English regions by /odpm_planning/documents/page/odpm
2025. For further information visit
_plan_034817.pdf
www.thenorthernway.co.uk/ Just as
More from Heritage Link will
many heritage organisations adjust to the
regional structure in England, this needs
appear in our next Edition
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BITS, BYTES AND BOBS:
IT’S OFF THE ETHER

lets, but it isn’t for love of a classic
piece of sanitary ware, these vandals
are razing the toilet building block
as well as its contents. There seems
to be no rhyme or reason behind
such actions, but, perhaps, ASHTAV readers can define the motive.

HERITAGE

Protect and survive. Heritage is on
the move and there are thieves
about. Do you love your old iron
drain covers? Have you looked at
that Victorian Post-Box in the wall
at the end of the village? It’s time to SUSTAINABILITY
get on the “qui vive”. You will have
noticed that people have got a taste Thousands have objected to plans for Europe’s biggest wind farm, involving 230 turbines on the Isle of
for larger objects in their houses
Lewis. Environmentalists are attacking such farms
not only because they blight scenic views but also beand gardens. Modern technology
cause of the incessant rhythmic noise. Recent figures
makes putting them in place so
from Germany suggest that the cost-benefits of windturbines have been exaggerated. Britain is a world
much easier than before and the
leader in this alternative form of energy, but should
market for real and fake antiques
we be lobbying for farms to be confined to our windy
seas?
and curios is reacting to the demand. Actually, demand exceeds
CHANGES TO PPG 3
supply, so they unscrupulous are
Keith Hill, Minister for Planning has said:
allying with the downright dishon“In many areas, particularly
rural communities, the housest and hi-jacking Britain’s heritage.
ing market does not offer the
Gloucestershire and the Forest of
choice and affordability local
people need. New teachers
Dean are hotspots for this type of
and nurses cannot find affordcrime. Post-boxes are being ripped
able homes and the sons and
daughters of local people canfrom walls and iron covers removed
not afford to stay in the village
from manholes with no thought for
where they grew up.
the villager needing to get his tax
“We want to provide a mix of
housing that meets the needs
return back to Gordon or for the
of the whole community, so
innocent pedestrian who slips from
key workers can live close to
their workplace and young
pavement to sewer in one step. Vicpeople starting out on the
torian post-boxes retail for several
property ladder can stay near
their families. Planning has a
thousands of pounds People in the
key role to play in delivering
Forest of Dean have formed vigilanenough homes, where they are
needed, in both urban and
te brigades dedicated to spying on
rural areas.”
those who park their diggers next
to post-boxes.
The Minister added:
Up in Derbyshire’s Peak District
there is a craze for ripping out toi-
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identifying sites for affordable
homes. They can allow redundant commercial land to be
re-developed for housing, freeing up more brownfield land
where it is needed. We are also retaining the rural exception approach, allowing small
sites next to rural villages to be
developed solely for affordable
housing.
“We have also launched a consultation on further
changes, to encourage local planning authorities and
prospective developers to work together to identify
and deliver the appropriate mix of housing for their
community. We want to put the needs of local people
at the centre of the planning process to create sustainable communities that people want to live and work
in, not leave.”

SOUND THE RETREAT
HOMES SET TO
SUFFER BLIGHT
People dwelling by the shore on the
coasts of Norfolk and Suffolk are
worried that the value of their
houses will drop sharply following a
new report that recommends a
change of policy towards sea defences. These people fear that their
homes will change from castles to
sandcastles as defence walls crumble and the sea invades their land.
Under the plan, whole villages
would be designated “at risk” and
abandoned to nature. Homes
would become unsaleable as the
existing policy of “hold the line” is
replaced by “managed retreat”.

“The changes I am announcing ... will give local planning
authorities more options when

ASHTAV celebrates rural virtues

ASHTAV GOES
WORLDWIDE
Dan Wild
ASHTAV
Webmaster
On October 23rd 1999 at the ASHTAV annual general meeting in Cirencester the then chairman, Edward
Weston, eloquently expounded the virtues of ASHTAV going “E” (Electronic) and unveiled the ASHTAV website. Nearly all at that meeting became
enthused about ASHTAV being in the technological
van in communicating with our members. Suddenly
the way forward into the 21st Century was clear; or so
we thought.

have archived key articles from back issues of ASHTAV News and there are links to members’ websites
and the organisations with whom we associate such
as English Heritage, Ecovast and Heritage Link etc.
The web site has a voracious appetite for fresh text
and pictures. Adding to, and editing, the content is
quick and easy; new material can some times be put
up within a few minutes of receipt. Please let us have

At this stage only our chairman had any real idea
what was involved in producing and managing a website, and the members had not been surveyed on how
many would, or could, access a web site, or even
knew what a website was!
The original website was produced by a commercial
design company, its style and presentation were elegantly professional. However, we soon found out
that making amendments and updating was expensive, as all additions and amendments had to be
channelled through the design company. Running a
commercial style website could only be afforded at
the expense of ASHTAV News. A survey of members showed that the News Letter is the most valued
and
benefit of membership of our ssociation
a
couldn’t be replaced electronically.
The immediacy of a website, the ability to post news
without waiting for the next issue of the News Letter,
was valued. But, because of the high cost of updating this benefit was sacrificed. The web site became
dated and stale, and predictably visits (hits) fell. It
worked neither as a means to communicate with our
members, nor as a showcase to the outside world.
We could not afford to pay a professional web authoring company to manage the web site so the steep
learning curve of website design had to be tackled
internally.
Out first effort, designed on a Desk Top Publishing
(DTP) package, had no pretensions to be other than
a “grass roots” website. But it did afford the facility

content from your town or village, it does not have to
be an article, a few words and/or a picture will suffice. We average around 4000 hits a month, so use
www.ashtav.org.uk as means to publicise your cause,
share your successes, cares, annoyances and any
amusing anecdotes. Static websites are of little value,
we have the capability to change the content quickly
and easily. Don’t just rely on the ASHTAV commit-
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to add, amend and delete items without involving a
third party. We were able to publish the whole of
the immediate past ASHTAV News, and have a
members’ bulletin board. The original designers had
filched picturesque images of villages from tourist
brochures just to have some initial pictorial content.
We found it very satisfying to replace these with photographs of our members’ settlements.
With a web site of some 50 pages DTP software generates an excessive number of files, is cumbersome,
slow and not always stable. In the dark days, before
broadband, it took an hour to upload. However,
these disadvantages were of no significance compared to the facility to manage the web site for ourselves.
In 2002 we acquired professional grade web authoring software, which took some time to learn how to
use, but once learned gave stability and vastly improved ease of editing. The latest stage of development was to comply with disabled access legislation
and make the site accessible to the visually impaired
and the disabled who have difficulty using a mouse.
The accompanying graphic shows a healthy trend –
visitors to the ASHTAV site are returning again and
again, attracted both by what is new and the chance
to consult authoritative data.
Stable and flexible web architecture is now in place
and, which is easy to manage at very low cost. We

tee for material; please send your contributions to
mail@ashtav.org.uk.
If you haven’t access to a computer, and so have not
yet visited the website, please make a note of
www.ashtav.org.uk and ask your librarian to log on
and show you how to navigate around the site next
time you visit your library.
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EVENTS 2005
Probable Date

18th June

25th August

Painswick Village
including Gardens and
Topiary in Churchyard

Henry Doubleday
Research
Association (HDRA)
Ryton, Warwickshire

Airport Impacts
including
Noise Pollution
Atmospheric Pollution

Urban renewal

Gant’s Mill near Bruton

Saturday
22nd October

Acting Chairman, Deputy
Magazine Editor and Promotions

Ray Green
John Alexander
Honorary Treasurer

John Bishton
Appeal Decisions

Anne Lock
Conferences and
Executive Magazine Editor

Members’ News and Circulation
Website, Membership and
IT support

Vice Presidents:
Sheila Wood CBE
Dr. Herbert Lane

"The Best of 55+
Development &
ASHTAV AGM

TAV

Gill Smith see feature
David Peevers
Daphne Wyatt

Fordingbridge

ASHTAV
Summer Party
and
Gant’s Mill
Electrification

ASH

Ed Grimsdale

Dan Wild

Visit Opportunities

Painswick

23rd April
Saturday

Seminar
"What Future
for your
Countryside?"

Saturday

Thursday

Themes of the

Venue

Lunch at The Bull,
Hardway, former
“Pub of the Year”
Gant’s Hill Garden
and John Bishton’s
Bruton Experience

Our hosts will be
English Courtyards

ASHTAV
Protect the Past
Fashion the Future
Ashtav was formed in 1988 by Amenity Societies keen
on the synergy of syncretism. Sharing and pooling experience and expertise were the aims as smaller places
identified their common needs and opportunities.

ASHTAV offers:
Advice
Seminars (see Events)
This Newsletter
Website (www.ashtav.org.uk
ASHTAV offers three types of membership:
Full :
Town & Parish Councils
and Amenity Societies
Associate: District and County Councils
Friends : Individuals
For more details or information on ASHTAV’s
modest subscription rates, please contact our Membership Secretary, Dan Wild on or E-mail
mail@ashtav.org.uk

