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The use of Computer Generated Images
Polly Hudson and Steve Evans
One way to involve young people in heritage
and conservation is through climate change.
Most young people have taken on board
climate change but the connection is not
obvious unless pointed out. Members will
recall Polly Hudson's Herbert Lane Lecture
last year and her work on two and three
dimensional animated imagery.
The importance of the still and moving
image in digital communication has
increased, dramatically, over the past
decade. The public’s appetite for rapidly
accessible visual information about the built
environment has also grown, with the use of

satellite imagery and navigation systems,
street maps and street views now being
widespread.
However despite this interest, and the
growing use of Computer Generated
Imagery (CGI) in planning applications,
access to digital maps and models, which
provide detailed information for the residents
about their local built environment, is still
extremely limited.
UK local authorities are now permitted by
OS to put their current and historic 1:1250
digital maps (held within GIS departments)
online. If this was to happen across the
Continued on page4

The earth without
greenhouse gases
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Editorial
Following the publication of the Draft
National Planning Policy Framework last
July the Government is due to publish a final
version following the receipt of a huge
number of consultation responses. They
have promised this to coincide with the
implementation of the main parts of the
Localism Act (1st April 2012) so it is
expected to be published in March. The only
information that has “leaked” so far is that we
should expect a surprise! Whether this
means that attention has been applied to the
responses or we can expect something even
worse isn’t clear – so keep an eye on the
ASHTAV website where a news report will be
made as soon as possible following any
publication.

game to demonstrate to potential sponsors.
Ashtav welcomes letters from members. We
try to stimulate debate.
How are we doing with the magazine?
Are we covering the topics of concern to
you?
Which section is your favourite, should it be
expanded?
We would love to have your views, please
write to Dan Wild
2, Warwick Court, Abbey Road, Malvern
WR143HU or email danwild@ashtav.org.uk

Tavasham
We have contracted with our game
developer to produce five modules of the

Editor
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Continued from Page 2 country, the
public, schools and professionals would
have immediate access to explore and layer,
huge amounts of colour coded, mapped
data, ranging from the geology of the area,
to the location of its listed buildings to
individual buildings’ energy use. This would
help create a better informed public able to
engage much more easily with issues
relating to planning, conservation and
climate change.

1830, 1890, 1914, 1950, and 2006. The
animated model shows the development of
the area from its pre- industrial rural state, to
complete development in 1900, and then
demolition and infill during the 20th century.
During a second development stage The UK
Green Building Council provided funding to
project the model to 2020 to enable low
energy interventions to be visualised.
Though animated models require substantial
research and development time, and cooperative local archives, they have particular
value to cross curricula education, and to an
understanding the long term impact of
decision- making relating to planning,
conservation and energy use.

Significant steps in engagement could also
be made by animating and displaying 2D
mapping data, to enable patterns of change
to be studied, viewed and understood over a
range of time periods. Furthermore, by
extruding these maps using LIDAR height
data, block models of entire local authority
areas could be quickly produced. This would
provide local authorities with basic structural
models onto which photorealistic veneer
could be applied - in collaboration with local
residents, social housing providers,
professionals, businesses and schools - to
produce full photorealistic models. The
process could be updated, and made
quicker, easier and cheaper, by LAs
requiring that planning applications include
compatible models, with large developments
being required to model up surrounding
streets as well.

Our work has also involved visualising
carbon emissions in local areas. However for
the impact of our energy intense lifestyles to
be more clearly understood, we have found
that these visualisations need to be placed
in a much wider visual context. For this
reason models of both the globe and
atmosphere have now been constructed by
Steve Evans, using freely accessible NASA
satellite imagery, and are currently available
to support the work of local authorities and
educational organisations.
The global context has led us, most recently,
to look at the value of creating an online
visual History of UK Energy Use to chart the
reason for the growth of our carbon
emissions from prehistoric times to today,
and to show how and why fossil fuels have
come to impact on virtually every aspect of
our lives. The current idea is to combine the
animated material produced in our research,
with free online archive footage, to produce
around 20 five minute film clips,
chronologically displayed for use by
educators, the public and schools. These
would also explain key climate change
issues, in chronological context, such as
how our atmosphere evolved and our ozone
layer was formed. Several draft clips have
been developed in collaboration with
National Monuments Record and will
available on English Heritage’s Heritage
Explorer Site early in 2012.

Local area models such as these can also
be developed to form 3D archives – where
photographs, modern archive footage,
planning applications, drainage plans,
relating to specific addresses can be stored
inside the actual building to which they
relate. Such models would of course need to
be carefully overseen, but would be cost
effective considering their relevance to many
local authority departments and
organisations and individuals involved in
planning, conservation, housing,
environment and education. Models can
also be animated through time. The sample
animation shown here covers a 1km area in
Clapton in the London Borough of Hackney
and was built by Steve Evans using the
following historical base maps: 1750, 1800,
4

Reflections on the ASHTAV AGM
held in Abingdon on Saturday 29th October 1011
Written by Ed Grimsdale, photographs by Peter Allen

Lively discussion following the presentations
After its formal AGM, ASHTAV discussed
aspects of Mary Portas’ High Street
Campaign.
The scene was set by a short presentation
by ASHTAV’s Director, John Shaw. It was
followed by three major and helpful
contributions:

Choose Abingdon Partnership

This venture was introduced by its manager:
Heather Brown. Choose Abingdon’s vision
for the future of Abingdon is to create:
a prosperous, thriving and inclusive
Oxfordshire market town with a good range
of shops, entertainment, services and jobs;
where everyone can feel safe and enjoy life.
Here are a few notes on a selection
of its achievements.
First map up at Rye Farm
First new map was displayed at Rye
Farm car park in June 2011: Heather
explained that it was the result of a
pregnancy almost as long as an
elephant’s, and that was caused by
having to reach a consensus about
what to include & exclude with so
many interested parties. The new
maps have been a community effort
with input from local people with
local knowledge about the town.

Heather Brown
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Local Walk Maps

a local business promotion.

Walk leaflet under review

Empty Shop For The Community

Walk leaflet under review: The first in a
series of walks brochures has been drafted
by the Partnership Manager, with
illustrations by local artist Stuart Roper. A
team of advisors with local knowledge are
now busy checking the draft and advising
where changes are needed.

A Choose Abingdon Community Shop is
available for community groups to use to
promote their activities or gain membership.
Over the first few months in her new role, the
Partnership Manager, Heather, made
contact with the landlord’s agents for the
Abbey Shopping Centre . The Shop is not a
fixture but moves whenever a commercial
tenant is found for the existing outlet. To
avoid “unfair” competition, no goods can be
sold at the Community Shop but
organisations have found it invaluable as a
town centre space to “borrow” for a day or a
week to display exhibitions and to increase
community awareness.

Walking Leaflets and Branded Walks: Some

Loyalty Card Scheme
This is the Choose Abingdon Card scheme.
Application forms are available at all
participating shops & businesses. The form
is returned to the partnership which raises a
card and adds the applicant’s details to a
database. The scheme has taken off very
successfully with over 1400 cardholders,
already. When the card is scanned, 1 point
is added to the card’s stored points for each
pound spent. Points can be spent at the
outlets but each one sets its own tariff.
Hence the Jeweller’s, gives a £10 voucher
for 200 points, but the coffee shop gives a
free coffee for 10 points.
work has already been done to identify some
walks and cycle rides that can be "branded"
to attract visitors from some distance away
and where possible they have been included
in the development of the town map project.
A copy is enclosed as an exemplar for members

Gazebos for Community Use
Choose Abingdon invested in a set of ten
gazebos (10ft x 10ft) which are used for
markets and showcase events and can also
be borrowed (for a small fee) by community
groups, charities or small businesses who
wish to use them for a community event or
6

Heather declared that the scheme’s hidden
jewel is its database. it’s used to send each
quarter to all cardholders an e-newsletter
that advertises special offers and
promotions by participating outlets.

positive chap who represented the
Federation of Small Businesses with an upbeat misquotation from The Field of Dreams:
“If you build it, they will come.”

One remarkable fact about Wallingford’s first
food festival: from idea through planning and
gaining grants & support to delivery took
only 11 weeks. (It was pointed out that
Miele Factory Sale success
choosing a May date may have been shrewd
Miele Factory Sale Success: Saturday's
– sometimes local authorities have year-end
busy Miele factory sale was a lucky break for funding that needs to be used in a hurry, or
many Choose Abingdon cardholders who
lost.)
were able to use their cards to gain an extra
What are the reasons for a Town or district
5% discount off the seconds price list.
holding a Food Festival?
Cardholders were informed of the extra
A Food Festival aims to
discount opportunity when they received
their email newsletters this week, although
Keep Trade Local
some had already heard through Twitter.
Promote the value of “locally”
We hope to find more commercial partners
produced food from meat,
who will offer our cardholders special
vegetables, fruit, eggs, etc and
discounts so stay on the ball by checking
processed food such as bread,
the light blue "Special Offers" tab on the
cakes, jams, preserves, beers, wines,
home page of this website and by reading
meals etc.
your e-newsletter.
Demonstrate the sustainability of
My thoughts on Choose Abingdon are that
locally produced food and how the
this is a successful, vibrant venture, worthy
Seasons control and sequence the
of emulation. Heather put her finger on one
availability of that food
factor that created the platform for success:
Educate people on how food is
a three year funded commitment by town,
produced Promote a place as a key
district and county councils. Her own post
was partially funded through being
seconded by one of the contributing
councils for one year. Several of its ventures
are innovative, whilst the carefully
constructed loyalty card with its spin-off
database is exemplary and could be rolled
out across other towns as a tool to Keep
Trade Local and to create greater
community cohesion. Apart from any the
partnerships virtues, Heather is a fine
speaker on top of her brief and many
societies and local council would benefit
from asking her to make a presentation to
them.
Here’s an example of a promotion:

Wallingford Food Festival 2011
This topic was introduced by Paul
Bellchambers (local radio Chef & Guru), a

Paul Bellchambers
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market town in a district

Examples include co-operative pubs.
Plunkett undertakes various research
projects on this area.

Demonstrate how to use the
available produce
It is a chance to: meet producers, taste
products and buy the best of local food .

Community food enterprises
Plunkett supports the development of a wide
range of community food enterprises
through the Making Local Food Work
support programme which helps
communities to take ownership of their food
and where it comes from. Plunkett provides
support to collaborate farmers’ markets,
community-owned local food shops and
specialist enterprise support to a whole
range of other enterprises through this work.
Through our networks of partners we are
able to support Community Supported
Agriculture, Country Markets, food cooperatives and other forms of community
food enterprise.

Keys to WFF’s success.
Obtaining sponsorship from local
producers (there were about 6
sponsors)
Grants from DC and Lottery
Enthusiastic manager with
excellent media contacts . (Paul is the
resident Chef on radio Oxford).
Free bins of three types provided
by Grundon

Promoting the Plunkett approach to rural
issues
Plunkett dedicates time and resources to
promoting the Plunkett approach to rural
issues. Through this work Plunkett develops
and influences policies relevant to rural
communities and community-owned
enterprises.

Presence of local Celebrity (Gerald
Dickens, relative of Charles D.)
Programmes at £1, but a free gift
(from local producer: Rowse Honey)
on entry
Support / advice from The
Plunkett Foundation (see below)

We also promote community-owned
enterprises, co-operatives and social
enterprises to rural communities through a
range of events, partner networks and high
profile press and media campaigns.
Plunkett also undertakes a range of
consultancy work for public, private and civil
society organisations.

Luck with the weather.
The Plunkett Foundation.
Do visit : http://www.plunkett.co.uk/
A useful Oxfordshire-based charity that
works worldwide:
What it does:
The Plunkett Foundation helps rural
communities through community-ownership
to take control of the issues affecting them.
The work is focused on:

High Street Malvern
The speaker was Jim Murphy, financial guru
to High Street Malvern who brings a
lifetime’s experience in managing advanced
IT and financial projects to the Executive
Committee of ASHTAV.

Community-owned village shops
Plunkett is the only national organisation
supporting the development of communityowned village shops in the UK. Through a
dedicated team, specialist support
programme and online, phone and face to
face support, Plunkett is able to support
communities to open new communityowned shops and to help existing
community-owned shops to thrive.
Rural social and community enterprises
Plunkett promote and develops support for
rural communities to develop a wide range
of other forms of rural social and community
enterprises to help rural communities
through community-ownership to take
control of the issues affecting them.

Personally, I like Jim because he comes
from left field. The comfortable world of
local amenity societies in the South and the
Midlands is dominated by a narrow range of
people so easily classified (and derided) as
NIMBYS. Jim and his ebullient wife, Joan,
hail from a different field of dreams:
Liverpool. Scousers never buy the Sun but
they have their feet on the ground and react
positively and quickly to circumstances.
Jim’s talk dealt with the way a local amenity
society responded to the demise of The
8

involved with the aesthetic, cultural,
environmental and economic well being of
their own community.
Malvern was selected to pilot the project, to
refine it to meet UK requirements and to
assist in its roll-out across England. The
Civic Trust received £40,000 for the project
and allocated £4,000 to Malvern to fund the
initial set-up work. Unfortunately only £2,000
of this was received by HSM before the
Civic Trust went into liquidation. However,
since the original public meeting in Malvern,
held in September 2007, HSM has become
a company limited by guarantee, achieved
charitable status and our constitution is
community specific. All our members are
volunteers with no paid staff. [my emphasis]
Although the current economic climate may
result in little more being implemented
immediately, it has to be acknowledged that
considerable progress has already been
achieved over the last 3 years. We are now
in a position to move forward, canvass for a
wider membership and consider the option
of becoming a local Area Development
Trust.”

Jim Murphy

Another topic was mentioned at the
meeting:

Civic Trust and repositioned itself to breast
feed on the bosom of The Big Society. The
message could be our message: do we
remain as Nimbys forever moaning outside
of the system or do we move inside Dave’s
Big Tent and use its contacts, grants and its
desperation to be seen to be with and for
the people, to further our own ends? You’ll
get the message, or maybe the spin, from
High Street Malvern’s home page that puts
the Big Society at the top:

TESCO : EVERY LITTLE PUB HELPS!
As you know Little Tescos are spreading
like a virus across our land. What Tesco
wants, it wants now. Delays caused by
waiting for planning permission are
regarded as abominations. Even worse,
new stores sometimes don't get given
liquor licences: hells bells & buckets of
blood!
Tesco has a new bright spark working for it.

“HIGH STREET MALVERN
Creating a vibrant town centre for the
enjoyment of all
The Big Society is an idea whose time has
come.

His / her idea: take over a closed pub in a
village or suburb.
It will come with planning permission for the
right commercial use and be readyequipped with a liquor licence, and the
publican probably installed a nice car-park
for a quick pick-me-up!
It's happening to a Pub near YOU.

High Street Malvern has been in the
vanguard of this initiative for the past three
years and plans to use the momentum of the
Big Society to move forward.
In 2007 the then Civic Trust were given
public funding to promote and introduce an
American concept known as Main Street
USA. The ethos for this project was to
encourage local people to become directly

You have been WARNED !
Choose Abingdon is a successful,
vibrant venture, worthy of emulation.
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Heather Brown in Malvern
Heather put her finger on one factor
that created the platform for success: a
three year funded commitment by
town, district and county councils. Her
own post was partially funded through
being seconded by one of the
contributing councils for one year.
Several of its ventures are innovative,
whilst the carefully constructed loyalty
card with its spin-off database is
exemplary and could be rolled out
across other towns as a tool to Keep
Trade Local and to create greater
community cohesion. Apart from any
the partnerships virtues, Heather is a
fine speaker on top of her brief and
many societies and local council would
benefit from asking her to make a
presentation to them.”

Contacts
Director & Help desk:
John Shaw
01458 860040
079 290 25112
director@ashtav.org.uk
8, Alexanders Close
Meare, Glastonbury, BA6 9HP

High Street Malvern was fortunate for
Heather to break her journey to Wales
with a brief visit and walk about
Elaborating on the above.
The Gazebo rental scheme involved the
Scouts to store, set up and take down
the gazebos.
Heather recommended we contacted
the Leader Organisation and Hidden
Britain.
She agreed that many retailers are
reluctant to adapt and prefer to
complain that “it isn't fair”.
Encourage shop keepers to take stands
at markets rather than oppose them.

Organisation
Chairman & Honorary Treasurer John
Alexander
Vice Chairman Edward Grimsdale
Vice Presidents Michael Coupe, Prof Malcolm
Airs & Ray Green
Honorary Secretary Dan Wild
The committee is organised into teams.

Honorary Secretary & Webmaster The Vice Presidents are non executive
The director is ex officio in all teams
Dan Wild
01684 566543
Administration & finance: John Alexander &
0758 280 4978
Dan Wild
danwild@ashtav.org.uk
Tavasham: Mike Prince, Jim Murphy, Dan
2, Warwick Court
Wild & Roy Stove
Abbey Road, Great Malvern
Events: Anne Lock & Daphne Wyatt
WR14 3HU
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The Teme Valley Market at Knightwick, Herefordshire
by Carol Wild
“Oh, yes we visit the Teme Valley farmer’s
market at the Talbot Inn, every month.
There’s a great atmosphere, with the stalls
under awning; locals catch up with friends,
check into the pub for coffee or bite into a
fresh pastry from one of the stalls.
We come over the river bridge with our
bags, start at the end stall with veggies. The
lady has a smallholding & all her stuff is dug
up fresh, tasty. I help myself to huge dark
mushrooms to stuff - to go with pork I’ll buy
at the meat stall, then on to look at more.
Dan goes off to find a scotch egg, chats to
the guy who makes them in the local factory.
I queue at the pub owner’s table where
she’s cutting the first slice of her pastry
game pie. Mmm……. lovely
smells……..country food, meat pies, black
pudding, bacon & sausages for the bar &
restaurant, beer from the local brewery,
draws in the customers.
Later we rest on benches with our drinks.
You might see Morris men dancing, once
schoolchildren playing in a steel band. Then
we take our goodies home, it’s a real treat to
visit each month”.

What Attracts us to make the 20 mile round trip?
Particularly friendly service.
A range of products not available in the supermarket.
A sense of occasion.
All of which could be in the "High Street"
11

The Localism Act and Plans for Bruton
by John Bishton

Photograph and front cover by Brian Shingler
Over the last several years the Town Council
and the Bruton Trust have made a number
of contributions to the Local Authority’s
consultations that are shaping the still
emerging Draft Core Strategy. Statutory
bodies and local employers, and the County
Council have also done so. Residents may
be less aware that new, potential developers
have also had their say, and Bruton is going
to continue to change, whether quickly or
gradually, as it has always and particularly in
the last forty years. It is no longer an
industrial agricultural town. New futures are
needed. This is a dangerous time for Bruton.
Developers are are already appealing
against agreed levels of affordable housing,
and some appeals have been granted by the
Inspectorate (see later).
The change of demographics is clear.
Education has grown greatly, and continues,
fortunately, to grow. There are now various
retirement communities, those of long-term
resident families, and of newer retirees once
employed here, and others who have
migrated here in retirement from bigger
places. There are also a small, but important
group of self-employed, mainly younger,
people who have chosen to live in Bruton.
There are few jobs for those that need them,
and at least some affordable housing is
needed . Also we have traders who need
trade and people who need work. We need
parking.
12

Over the past four decades other patterns of
life have changed nationally, and in Bruton
there is a large out-commuter presence.
Shopping habits have changed in favour of
out-of –town supermarkets. There are, too,
new, world –wide influences at work, fuel
and travel costs and commodity prices,
including that of food, are more keenly felt;
and there is a housing crisis. Bruton cannot
remain immune from these changes and can
address some through expansion of the
development boundaries.
Against this background, under the heading
of Bruton the Way Forward, a new group has
been formed, including Councillors, (Town,
District and County), the Bruton Trust, the
Museum, the schools and others. What
unites them so far is the desire to move
away from the last Local Plan proposal for

more development at the east of the
Pastures, and to seek a more sustainable
future than was implicit in that plan.
Government has shaped a new Localism
agenda. The Bill is now an Act of Parliament
and makes the Law. So far the National
Planning Policy Framework is untested,
except partly against the requirements of
European Environment Impact Assessment,
called into action by appeals in England, and
it was found wanting. In any event it remains
a consultation document until publication of
its final version, promised shortly. So far,
Government has offered no definitions of
“Sustainability”, beyond quoting the
Bruntland definition adopted at Rio over 20
years ago, more a slogan than a legal tool.
So it remains to be seen whether new
planning policies will be shaped by appeals
or by very brief legislation. Not so much a
developers’ charter as claimed by some
organisations but a lawyers’ paradise.
Against this background, it seems
worthwhile to examine local authorities’
duties to communities under the Localism
Act, and how they may apply to the unique
circumstances of Bruton, which is fitted so

awkwardly into the patterns of the
settlements of South Somerset. Our group is
united in our preference for high quality,
sustainable development of the zone nearest
the town, on the north. But we are also
prepared to consider isolated sites within the
parish, in preference to the remaining site
east of the Pastures. Such sites may well be
needed for small, specialist, and commercial
developments.
The aim is to build on Bruton’s strengths of
education and skills, history and heritage,
and its special environment, whilst
overcoming the town’s problems, which
include the through traffic and lack of
parking. Also a site for a new, much larger
surgery (or an ancillary building) must be
found soon.
What future, then, does the Localism Act
now offer us in relation to the S.S.D.C., given
that we do not start form square one?
Firstly, it confers several new responsibilities
upon the Council. They include, first,
deciding on whether the groups that put
themselves forward as “forums” are
representative of their communities. It is
immediately apparent that in rural areas

Sexey's Hospital

13

such forums are likely to be parish and town
councils or the groups they convene. The
greater part of England’s population of
England does not live in small market towns
or villages, or the shire counties, so they/we,
are not central to the legislators’ thinking.
Countryside proofing is not now on offer. (It
was only an idea.)
L.A.s will also have to set the boundaries for
the forums, and support the forum in
preparations and Examinations, and
organise public votes (referenda) on whether
to carry forward the proposals. Again, these
powers are much more relevant to large
suburban populations. It is to be hoped that
in our case, these matters can be subsumed
in the new Core Strategy, where the
evidence-base already exists. What is
required is that, unless it is to be the Parish
Council, the District Council must see that
membership of a forum represents “different
sections of the community.” They must also
ensure that new plans comply with their own
Core Strategy, which is why we have been
engaging so far. In the absence of an
inspected and adopted Core Strategy, we
could be hostages to developers.
However, we have not reached that stage,
because, having made input already, we
should get a hearing at the Examination in
Public of the Draft Strategy by an Inspector.
This is a not uncommon situation, nationally.
Our previous Plan would be unlikely to be
sufficiently recent or robust from the
sustainability aspect to carry weight with an
Appeal inspector, if it were challenged by a
potential developer, which is why we have
been so keen about participation..
The Act should, thus, facilitate the kind of
development communities find acceptable.
At least 21 people have to be involved in a
neighbourhood forum. That could prove
troublesome in a small community.
Proposals must, of course, also conform to
European law, including effects of
environmental impacts and on protection of
human rights. A plan must also be
evidence-based. The get-out in the absence
14

of a Core Strategy is to be able to
demonstrate that a proposal is (or is not) in
conformity with the National Planning Policy
Framework. But, in the absence of an
arguable definition of “Sustainable”, which is
basic to it, deep pockets would be needed
to challenge a big developer advancing a
scheme that could be a further disaster for
Bruton.
A further duty laid on the District Council is
to maintain a list of land and property that is
of “community value”. The teeth are not
sharp; owners do not have to co-operate.
But, in this case, we have already nominated
the County Councils’ fields and they are
negotiable.
(This reverses a current trend for groups to
nominate open fields as “village greens; the
Riverside walk is already an asset to us)
The abolition of Regional Strategies, and
with them the housing targets they
proposed, is an opportunity for local groups
to bring forward their own ambitions, which
in our case is for more larger houses that
could serve the live-work market and
contribute to local retail turn-over, as well as
some affordable housing. They can be
integrated successfully.
“Heritage settlements” are recognised
attractions to skilled workers and innovators.
And They are needed and welcome here.
The Localism agenda also imposes
important new, statutory duties to consult on
a potential developer, in the case of large
developments, (accompanying DCLG
commentary suggests large means above
200). But below that a lot of damage could
be done to the nature of heritage
settlements. They will have to consult local
people, be able to demonstrate that they
have done so and have taken notice, prior to
submitting an application. The L.A. will have
to verify this procedure; this could cause
disputes and delays. Though this is clearly
aimed at massive expansion of larger places
it is not inappropriate to small places, as
inspectors are already refusing
disproportionate growth of villages, though

Packhorse Bridge
seldom. Secondary legislation will, we hope,
be brought forward to define “large” more
relevantly. We might thus avoid a repetition
of the sort of out-of-date development that
has just taken place, but, as explained in a
previous paper, it is expected that, overall,
we cater for growth of 200, as our share of
the District’s increase. That total includes
those recently erected and still being built.
Growth within existing boundaries will not
suffice.

that builders go broke. But Bruton must
avoid short-life building in our special
landscape.
The pre-determination clauses that have
hampered input by Councillors are to be
relaxed.

With the requirement for consultation goes
one of collaboration about design. This
could too easily lead to kitsch and
concessions to preferences for duplication
of former fashions. Bruton has not (until
recently) suffered from this, and now is not
the time to reject innovative design and
materials. “Quality” and “Sustainability”
should be our watch-words. Some local
authorities already attempt to impose higher
levels than the basic Sustainability Code, but
not always with success. There are also
cases of appeals for cheaper building than
agreed, because it is in no-ones’ interest
15

Only experience will show whether the
financial clauses and the re-shaping of
Sect.106 and the introduction of the
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) apply to
developments here.
There are long-overdue changes in the laws
about enforcement, so in future it will not
pay to conceal developments, such as barns
hiding houses within. But there will still be a
need for Councils to exercise careful
judgement about penalising innocent
parties.
Bruton must also nominate space for jobcreation. Changes to flood risk may make
that easier. The provision of allotments
remains a commitment.

Our group wishes to see sustainable
materials and designs adopted. It should be
remembered that each of the periods of
building represented in the town and its
environs is the product of innovation in
design, method and materials. We must not
shy away from difficulty in accommodating
the needs, whilst remembering that this was
the first town to be nominated an
Outstanding Conservation Area in South
Somerset, and not just for age, but also for
quality. Instead, we must take the chance to
re-invent our buildings to meet the changes.
The group recognises that growth will not be
everyone’s choice and that we have a
Special Landscape to look after. All
planning is compromise. We now have
detailed maps of the potential sites on what
was once Coombe Hill Farm. It could
accommodate some housing, (of various
sorts), some terraced allotments, (needing
investment), some employment creation
(which could include surgery extension) and
a good deal of both tree-planting and treescreening) It remains to try out proportions
and zones, and establish type and quality.
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One thing is evident, that is that we cannot
meet the numbers that might be carried
forward from the old plan, and have yet to
find employment land.
Shortly before Christmas it was established
that Bellway have no intention of proceeding
further east, (though the development is laid
out to facilitate this.) Since then, it seems
that other potential developers have
contacted them. At a recent meeting with
Environment Agency officers, at which
Bellway representatives were present, plans
for a major modification of the drainage of
the area were revealed, to cope with recent
flooding. They could be costly for
developers of the site as well as the public
purse. Sustainable building to the higher
codes still costs a lot more than minimal
quality, though that would now be needed.
What would be our position on a site having
outline consent from the previous plan and
not yet specified in the draft plan?
There has never been a time for greater
vigilance, and for involvement in the system.

The Inspector Says......
Extracts from the planning press selected by John Bishton
Edge of town greenfield site rejected
The inspector has rejected and application
for 270 homes on the edge of a small town
in Cheshire, saying that it would breach the
government’s sustainability objectives. The
council claimed it would not meet the
spacial vision for the area. Homes were
already being built on various brownfield
sites , and the regional strategy sought to
concentrate development in larger centres
The town was not expected to supply
significant new employment opportunities,
and the proposal would exacerbate outcommuting. The secretary of state agreed
and recognised that the area had a five–year
supply of land and that there was no case
for releasing Greenfield sites. Distance from
the town centre and the aim of reducing
climate change would be counter to policy.

Lancashire village has been allowed due to a
housing land shortage and lack of space in
existing settlements. An interim statement
by the council did not, in the Inspector’s
view show how a five-year supply would be
maintained. using land within settlement
boundaries. He found that the scheme
would not intrude significantly into the
countryside, having housing on two
boundaries.. He found that an interim
housing policy did not place a moratorium
on development outside development
boundaries
DCS 100-075-032

This is the one that really matters to ASHTAV
members, although it is already superseded
within a fortnight, by a further announcement
that the secretary of state’s intentions for
Localism are already as good as the law.
DCS: 11-072-889
Some authorities, being behind with Core
strategies, have announced that they will
The element of precedent shown here is
control out of bounds building by an interim
important, although a number of
plan. Its contents will depend on how much
announcements that have been made since
they have taken notice, (and agreed with,)
that decision, in August, could be brought
input already made to consultations. So
into the debate. It now remains to be seen
those who have been conscientious about
how the government will interpret “large
the future of their place may be rewarded
development” in the Localism Act, when the when the public consultation happens,
secondary legislation is brought forward.
others could lose out to initiatives that are
Different results would arise from taking
not welcome, (especially remnants of an old
population increase over 10 years from
plan lazily or short-handedly carried
taking the percentage increase over 40
forward), and others will have to react
years. The change in local distinctiveness
quickly if they are not to lose out to
could vary greatly from place to place and
speculative applications. This seems to me
size to size. Places with few job
to be a recipe for pastiche, necessarily
opportunities would become even more
cheap, builds dotted around the country
attractive to some developers! And the
where there may not be employment
result………(?)
opportunities. So much, then, is going to
depend on that long awaited definition of
Sustainability, Recently, many decisions
Supply shortage justifies homes on village have taken greater account of travelling
distances. Set against that has to be the
edge
viability of smaller communities, especially in
times of economic difficulty.
A five home development on the edge of a
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Five year supply counts against urban
extension
An inspector has rejected an application for
750 homes and additional woks much of
value on the edge of Reading, and been
supported by the secretary of state who had
recovered it for his own decision. The Core
Strategy is not yet in place. The appellants
claimed that without the site the slowdown
in other developments being met would
mean that targets could not be met. .It lies
close to the North Downs AONB, (and
impinges slightly on it), and to undesignated
land close to the built-up area, and is
strongly opposed by local people and also
affected a strategic gap. Despite its
sustainable features the minister said it
would prejudice the choice of other sites in
the core strategy, and that the five-year
target could still be met. The minister placed
emphasis on the Localism Act in agreeing
with the local lobby, saying its virtues could
be matched elsewhere.
DCS: 100-072-869
Just the context for some good news and a
way, one hopes, of making a ministerial
statement, not so far picked up by the press
as significant, but very useful to others..

calculation to take into account the total
floorspace, following the judgment of the
Feather v Cheshire East council case. The
inspector conceded that the impact on
openness would be limited, but held that it
would be inappropriate in the green belt.
DCS: 100-072-811
If this design sits on a piano nobile then
reasonable. If the extra basement creates
storage space or a garage, then why not?
Please see Brittany. There are bigger
problems in London.
Reserved Matters and Timescale ruled
unreasonable
An inspector has found non-standard
conditions placed on a development
unreasonable in the present economic
climate, on an outline consent for flats in
Norfolk
DCS: 100-07311
Surely the council’s solicitor will have
advised against trying this.
Scheme blocked in order to keep
affordable option open
The inspector has accepted a Hertfordshire
council’s claim that an application to
develop four homes on an employment site
effectively circumvents their efforts to secure
affordable housing. Sites of four and above

Basement
assessed on
Green Belt
replacement

Bigger problem in London!

A replacement
dwelling in a
residential park in
Cheshire has been
refused because it
would be materially
larger than the
previous one. The
basement is to be
included in the
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were sought for more dwellings of the sort.
The appellants asserted that there was
insufficient space for a fifth dwelling
because the adjoining site was not under
their control. The inspector noted that,
before 1940 the two sites had been one
entity before subdivision. The inspector
preferred to consider the two sites as one,
given their juxtaposition. There was no
suggestion of impropriety, but the inspect
was not obliged to consider the two sites
separately.
DCS: 100-075-314
Expect a re-run. Probably not a situation that
a parliamentary draughtsman should have
been expected to anticipate but one that
requires clarification. Subdivision of
smallholdings or farmland as settlements
spread is surely likely to have arisen, and
there will need to be a cut-off date.

the time it takes to do an inspection to be
regarded as “dead” time? Don’t inspectors
talk to each other?

Closure of village pub refused
Residential conversion of a village pub in
Oxfordshire has been refused on the
grounds that it retains important social
value, specially its children's’ garden. The
inspector was not convinced that the
economic case, based on trading since
2008, had been made. Villagers asserted
that the landlord had an unwelcoming
attitude, and she was not convinced by the
comprehensiveness of the marketing
strategy.

New village praised but failed on
transport test
Somewhere near Aberdeen, but too far away
from anywhere, an inspector has refused a
new village on transport grounds, whilst
accepting that its time might come. It had
many attractive features, but had been
rejected for the development plan currently
undergoing examination. So it was too late
despite the council having an acknowledged
shortfall of development sites within the five
year span.. There were local concerns and
local support. With only seventy homes it
would be too reliant on car transport and
service buses were limited.
DCS No100-075-316
Surely 70 is not enough for a viable primary
school, let alone adequate secondary
schooling. The reporter (inspector in
Scotland) saw clear conflict with the
structure plan, and decided that approval
would be premature. However, he remarked
that if the appellant’s views on the overriding
need for development were vindicated,
delays to the project need only be brief. Is

DCS No: 100-074-061
There are many village pubs and not a few in
the wider countryside that have good
gardens and some have large car-parks that
could easily be converted to gardens within
the cartilage. So its not surprising that they
form an unusual area of coverage for the
inspector covering change of use. They must
be tempting targets for entrepreneurs and
individuals taking a risk and looking for a
change of scene, whether as owners or
managers. But how long does a pub have to
go on losing to be properly non-viable?
Changes of clientele are anyway not
encouraging for the prospects of some of
them. But taking a chance n getting
permission in the face of vocal lobbies is not
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Thoughts around Heritage Alliance Matters
Ed Grimsdale

National Planning Policy Framework : THE
PHONEY WAR

ASHTAV, CPRE and CIVIC VOICE and their
citizen armies speak in a different tongue
from planning ministers. Terms apparently in
common, such as “sustainable
development” have different roots and
government ministers’ reluctance to define
meanings means that translation becomes a
minefield. Like French Separatists in
Quebec, our rallying cries are:

ASHTAV feels that the country is in a state
akin to that in early 1940: we’re in a Phoney
War. Hostilities broke out last year over the
National Planning Policy Framework and we
laid tank traps across the countryside and
enveloped small towns and villages in
bouquets of barbed wire to keep Planning
Minister, Greg Clark, at bay.

“Vive la différence!”
“Vive la campagne libre!”
Yes, ASHTAV relishes the distinctions
between countryside, villages, small towns
and larger towns and cities and it opposes a
blanket presumption in favour of sustainable
development because such a mandate may
destroy local distinctness and render our
whole “green & pleasant land” into an
amorphous hotchpotch.

Part of what we were defending has been
neatly caught by Dame Fiona Reynolds :
“There’s an edge, where
the town stops and the
countryside begins…
You see large areas of
agricultural land that
aren’t full of scattered
developments, and it’s
so different from much
of the rest of the world.”
England doesn’t look like New Jersey, USA
because planning visionaries like Clough
Williams-Ellis saw London’s spreading
tentacles growing gnarly barnacles: homes
and factories. “Stop now, or the countryside
will throttled by a matted skein of tagliatelle
whose ribbons will be encrusted in brick
pesto,” might have been their call. It was
successful, and planning policy evolved to
inhibit ribbon development.
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But, we’re in a Phoney War. The opening
salvoes have died down and we stand, alert
yet curiously idle, awaiting the publication of
the government’s revisions to its first draft of
the National Planning Policy Framework. We
hear few murmurs: maybe Greg will listen to
the tight definition of sustainable
development that a committee of MPs has
suggested, but other comments suggest
that little of real
substance will be
altered in his
revision.
We can’t do much
whilst there’s a
Phoney War, to do
so would be to tilt in
Don Quixote
fashion at windmills,
and we do not
know whether there
will be a
presumption in
favour of such wind

farm development, or not. We fear that
there will be much to do, that old methods of
civil defence based on close reading of
PPGs etc., will be swept away, but we can’t
prep. our troops to fight coming battles
because neither the field, nor the weaponry,
are at all certain.

energy efficiency of pre-1919 buildings. In
order to collate as much known research
and studies as possible she would welcome
information from anyone regarding current or
past research in this area:
c.rye@phonecoop.coop / 01420 511402.

In this fog of war, Heritage Alliance
continues to collate initiatives and sources
of inspiration and funding that can lighten
our darkness and lift our mood.

Regional Support Officers appointed to
tackle buildings at risk
The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF – an
Alliance member) has appointed a new
Development Manager in Gavin Richards
(formerly one of the AHF’s Projects and
Development Officers) and, jointly with
English Heritage, three new Regional
Support Officers. These are Jo Hill, based in
Leeds, who will cover the North of England
and Yorkshire; Lucie Thacker, based in
Leicester/Birmingham, for the Midlands; and
Josephine Brown, based in Totnes, covering
the South West. The Regional Support
Officers start work in January and are
looking to encourage community groups to
tackle buildings at risk in their areas. Further
information is available from Gavin Richards
or Ian Lush at the AHF: gavin@ahfund.org.uk
and ian.lush@ahfund.org.uk

Whatever sustainable development does or
doesn’t mean, people in in our sector realise
that laying a sustainable smokescreen may
protect our mission and enable its work to
continue. Heritage Alliance has noted the
launch of a new Sustainable Traditional
Buildings Alliance:
The Sustainable Traditional Buildings
Alliance (STBA) has been launched with
support across the sector. It’s an umbrella
organisation of legal entities that work in the
built environment and seeks to promote
better understanding of traditional buildings
and their impact on environment and
society. It will promote and deliver a more
sustainable traditional built environment in
the UK through high quality research,
education, training and policy work.
The STBA will draw membership from
sectors involved in traditional buildings and
sustainability initiatives, including those
campaigning for or managing schemes to
promote sustainability to contractors,
developers of relevant technology and any
trade bodies, institutes or organisations with
a relevant interest.
The STBA will champion “sustainable
retrofitting” (there’s nothing like the synergy
gained from two “trending” words and
retrofitting has been described as the green,
low-hanging fruit of urban re-engineering),
particularly through the Government’s Green
Deal energy efficiency initiative. The STBA is
engaging Dr Caroline Rye to carry out a gap
analysis of research on performance and

Heritage Matters chairman, Loyd
Grossman , has said ( in an interview in the
Daily Telegraph) :
"The purpose of planning is to
balance short term demands and
interests with long term public benefit.
In its current form, the NPPF reduces
the long term public benefits of
protecting our heritage, by the loss of
the vital presumption in favour of
conservation and the lack of policy on
designated assets where there is less
than substantial harm.
The NPPF is admirably concise, but
such brevity can lead to ambiguity. In
a wide variety of ways- economic,
social and spiritual- our historic
environment is one of our outstanding
national assets. For too long,
government has seen it on the wrong
side of the balance sheet. If we want
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to deliver more prosperous and
meaningful lives to our citizens, our
heritage is a tool waiting to be picked
up and used.”
What does 'cultural value' mean, and to
whom?
The latest blog post from the Department for
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) seeks to
stimulate discussion across the cultural
sector on measuring cultural value. Dr Claire
Donovan is an academic working at DCMS
will write a report on this issue, and wants to
know what we in the heritage sector, and
those in the arts, libraries, and museums
sectors, think.
Dr Donovan asks can the value of culture be
measured by government in monetary (or
other) terms, or is it ‘priceless’? Is ‘measure’
the right word? What is ‘culture’ anyway?
What does ‘value’ mean and to whom? And
how should DCMS go about deciding what
to support with public money?
Heritage Matters is developing Lloyd’s
theme that Heritage is a great asset by
outlining how we can all attract new visitors
this summer with the Discovering Places
Torch Relay.
For 70 days from 19 May to 27 July 2012 the
London 2012 Olympic Torch Relay will travel
the length and breadth of the UK, bringing
the excitement of the Games to local places.
At all times the torch will be within a one
hour journey time of 95 per cent of the
population and thousands of people will be
coming out each day to see the torch travel
through their town, village or city.
This is an unrivalled opportunity for
communities to highlight the best of their
historic environment and attract new visitors
to those hidden spaces, places and stories
that make locations unique around the
torch relay route.
The Heritage Alliance’s Cultural Olympiad
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project Discovering Places (DP) will be
helping heritage organisations and potential
audiences to get the most out of the Torch
Relay by dedicating its blog to highlighting
interesting stories, local sites, activities and
events taking place along or near to the
route. The blog launched in August 2011
and has already built up a steady following
thanks to the stimulating content provided
by contributors from across the historic and
natural environment sectors.
DP now needs organisations and individuals
to send information about sites and events
along the route for promotion to blog
readers. Blog posts will run three days in
advance of Torch Relay stops to help
audiences plan their day out and inspire
people to discover more of their local
historic environment. If you know of a unique
heritage site, place or event that DP should
include in the blog, or a place that has a
special Olympic connection, then get in
touch with DP at
admin@discoveringplaces.co.uk

The Cultural Gifts Scheme: call for
comments
The Government is currently consulting on
draft tax legislation which sets out how a tax
reduction could be applied to an individual’s
or company’s liability to income and capital

National Gallery
gains tax or corporation tax, as appropriate,
when they have successfully donated an
object to be held for the benefit of the public
or the nation. The provisions for this, which
were announced in the Chancellor's Autumn
Statement, are to be contained in a
Schedule to the Finance Act 2012 (draft
Finance Bill clauses here).

New Gift Aid online resource launched
The Chartered Institute of Taxation (CIOT)
has launched a new Gift Aid resources
website. The aim is to provide a full
summary of Gift Aid and related issues for
use by charities and tax advisors to
philanthropists.

Following public consultation in summer
2011, the Department for Culture, Media and
Sport (DCMS) in liaison with HM Treasury
and HM Revenue and Customs has made
five key changes to the proposed Cultural
Gifts Scheme . These are: the overall annual
budget for the Scheme and Acceptance in
Lieu will now be £30m (up from £20m);
objects donated under the Scheme will be
legally owned by the receiving institution (not
by the Secretary of State or relevant
Minister); individual donors will be able to
spread the tax reduction over a period of up
to five financial years (instead of a single
financial year); the individual donor will now
receive a tax reduction of 30 per cent of the
value of the object (up from 25 per cent);
and, businesses will now be eligible to claim
a reduction in their corporation tax liability
(where formerly there was no firm
commitment).

HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) pays
around £1bn a year to charities and other
qualifying bodies through Gift Aid. The
website covers the basics of Gift Aid, which

DCMS is now seeking feedback on the
scheme guidance. Comments should be
sent to mark.caldon@culture.gsi.gov.uk by
29 February.
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gifts qualify and key areas of difficulty for tax
advisors and clients, for example, when a
donor makes a series of gifts. It covers the
rules and gives examples of how to calculate
the so-called benefit test and aggregate
value test.
Treasure and Portable Antiquities Scheme:
Annual Reports 2009/10
The Treasure Annual Report 2009 was
published on 14 December 2011. The report
revealed 778 Treasure cases were reported
in 2009 and museums have acquired or are
seeking to acquire 261 of these.
The number of cases where one or more
parties waived their right to a reward
increased from 51 in 2008 to 71 in 2009,
enabling museums to acquire such finds at
no or reduced cost. 381 finds were
disclaimed and subsequently returned to the
finders/landowners. Metal-detecting
accounted for the vast majority (94.73%) of
Treasure cases reported in England and
Wales. Archaeological finds accounted for
2.69% of 2009 Treasure cases.
The Portable Antiquities Scheme Annual
Report 2009/10 was also published on 14
December, and highlighted a further 157,188
recorded finds in 2009/2010.
Sandford Awards 2012: applications are
open
The application round for the 2012 Sandford
Awards is now open. The Awards recognise
and promote excellence in heritage
education at sites across the British Isles.
The Sandford Award is a ‘kite mark’ for high
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quality education provision, recognised by
schools and other education institutions
across the country.
They cover a broad range of heritage, from
historic sites, museums and art galleries, to
places of worship, gardens, landscapes, and
historic artefacts. Last year’s winners
included Durham Cathedral, Crich Tramway
Village, the V&A and the Museum of London.
Previous award ceremonies have been held
at venues such as Windsor Castle and the
Houses of Parliament, and have been
presented by high profile figures such as
HRH Prince Edward and Alliance Chairman
Loyd Grossman.
For further details and to request an
application form, please email
sandford@bishopg.ac.uk or ring 01522
583695.
Got a question for the European Union?
The Ask the EU website has been built by
civil society organisations to help members
of the public get the information they want
about the European Union, by directly
asking for it. The site is currently available in
English, French, German and Spanish but
volunteer translators are invited to contact
the website to broaden the range of
languages covered.
EVENTS
March
14 March: Funding the Future conference
Westminster
22 March: Delivering the Green Deal
Westminster

Spotlight on Linlithgow
By John Shaw
Where is Linlithgow?

complete in terms of its apartments.

Are they members of ASHTAV?

The 15th century St. Michael's Church is the
most complete surviving example of a large
late medieval "burgh kirk" in Scotland. Its
western tower originally had a distinctive
crown spire which was removed in the early
19th century. In 1964 a replacement spire in
aluminium in a modern style designed by
Sir Basil Spence was added. This was
apparently quite controversial at the time.

Why is our Director spotlighting this town?
These are very good questions that I imagine
you are asking. The answers are:
1.Linlithgow is a historic Royal Burgh located
in the central lowlands of Scotland - about 20
miles from Edinburgh and under an hour
from Glasgow by train or car.
2.Linlithgow is not a member of ASHTAV
(yet!); and
3.I am being a bit self indulgent having been
introduced to this delightful small town just
two years ago and finding that it epitomises
much of what ASHTAV is concerned with. In
fact subconsciously I think the town has
informed quite a bit of the form of the virtual
town Tavasham. So let's turn the spotlight on
the town.
History
Linlithgow was formerly the principal town of
West Lothian, which was also known as
Linithgowshire. Linlithgow Palace on the
shores of the loch formed by glacial retreat,
was the birthplace of James V and Mary,
Queen of Scots and is probably Scotland's
finest surviving late medieval secular
building. The present Palace was started in
1424 by James I of Scotland. It was burnt in
1746, and whilst unroofed, it is still largely

Many historic buildings line the High Street.
On the south side ground levels rise and
several historic "wynds" and "closes" as
found in Edinburgh still exist. The most
prominent space is on axis with the road to
the Palace. This contains the Cross Well of
1807 which proclaims itself to be a replica of
its 1628 predecessor.
To its north stands the Town House of 1688
by the master mason John Smith. This
replaced a previous hall demolished by
Oliver Cromwell's army in 1650. The first
assassination with a firearm was carried out
in the town by James Hamilton of
Bothwellhaugh when he shot James Stewart,
1st Earl of Moray, the Regent of Scotland, on
11th January 1570.
Two large tracts of the northern side of the
High Street were demolished in the 1960s
and replaced by flats and public buildings in
a modernistic style. I leave you to make your
own judgement from the below and first
photographs as to whether or not these
developments respect the character of the
town.
Today the town is popular having good
transport links to the main employment
centres of Edinburgh and Glasgow and
because of the perceived quality of its
schooling and community. The town has
grown through the 1990s with the completion
of new housing developments on the east
side of the town and it is home to a major
computing centre owned by Oracle. It is
continuing to have pressure for further
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positive.
1. Ensure your town/village has an up to date
list of all community groups and that these
lists explain the aims and objectives of these
groups.
2. Invite other groups to your meetings where
wider issues are on the agenda.

St. Michael's Church with the Palace
development despite the constraints of green
belt to the south and east, the M9 to the
north, the river Avon and the county
boundary to the west.
The town is served by three supermarkets
and a retail park. However the town
continues to support a diverse range of local
retailers (and excellent pubs!) in the High
Street although there is a proposal for a new
retail development to the east of the town.
What effect this controversial proposal may
have on the town centre is obviously of
extreme importance.
What I have found impressive about the town
is not only the attraction of the High Street ,
architecturally, historically and the shopping
on offer, but the growth in and abundance of
community inspired clubs and societies. The
town appears to have a thriving social
calendar that meets a wide range of needs.
There is obviously awareness of the need to
conserve and enhance the town, particularly
its centre, with a good Civic Trust group (see
www.lct.org.uk)
Linlithgow reflects what has happened
to many of our small historic towns, not
only in England, which tend to get the
most publicity, but throughout the UK
Hopefully we can learn from past
mistakes and avoid repeating them but
it needs groups such as those in
ASHTAV not only to be reactive to
threats but to get involved in the future
planning of their towns.
Below are some simple suggestions as
to how involvement can be more
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3. Liaise with your local planning authority.
Many authorities have a means whereby you
can be added to an email mailing list and be
provided with weekly lists of all planning
applications submitted.
4. Get involved with consultations on
planning applications. Request to be on a list
of consultees automatically consulted on
applications in your area, or the conservation
area within your town/village. Get involved
with the future planning of your town/village.
Contact your Parish/Town Council and work
with them on producing a neighbourhood
plan proposal or, failing that a Design Guide
for your town/village.
5. Keep a record of development in your
town/village. Why not make a photographic
survey of your area, say every 5 years, or
less, recording all interesting details of
buildings, open spaces etc.? Digital
photography is so much cheaper than film
used to be and huge amounts of
photographs can be stored on hard disk or
DVD. Involve the local schools in taking and
collecting these photographic records.
Children love the involvement and it's a good
way of educating them about the important
historic and design features in their areas.

Extracts from Members’ Newsletters
By Anne Lock
Note to all members : Please ensure a copy of your Society’s Newsletter is sent to me at :
Little Lypiatt Farm, Rough Street, Neston, Wiltshire, SN13 9TR or email to : anne.lock@virgin.net

The Cookham Society Autumn newsletter
highlights the handing over by David
Ashwanden, Chairman of the Society’s
Planning Group, of the Society’s Causeway
Petition (signed by nearly 300 residents) to
Cllr. John Stretton for a Full Council Meeting
of the Royal Borough Council. This seeks
reinstatement of the Causeway over the
Moor for use by villagers during floods.
Confirmation had been received that the
emergency services did have a plan to
access the village, but it was felt this fell well
below a satisfactory solution with no
provision having been made for doctors,
district nurses, health visitors, etc. Officers
proposed the A4094 Sutton Road as an
alternative, but as this floods in tandem with
the Moor it was not considered a reasonable
proposal.
Local business people’s livelihoods are
seriously damaged at such times and it is
hoped necessary action will be taken quickly
before late Autumn 2012 when the risk of
flooding is increased. (Their February 2012
edition, however, reports the Borough
Council’s rejection, as in the past. It has
asked the Parish Council to provide a list of
people who will need to gain access).
The Society welcomed the continued refusal
of the planning application for Hatch Place,
believing that as it was an extension to a
previous development, affordable housing
should have been proposed.
An appropriate use for Cookham’s Fire
Station had failed to materialise, it being too
small to be suitable for a Youth Centre and
its construction would have made
conversion very expensive. They favoured
the preparation of a Development Brief prior
to any proposal coming forward to approval.
A proposal for Lifetime Homes, which could
be adapted for use by the elderly, has been

27

displayed to replace Payton House of Gorse
Road.. These could either be offered for
rent or shared equity basis by the Housing
Association who will now reassess the
proposal following the consultation.
The Society welcomed 60 people to the
inaugural workshop session for the
proposed Bisham & Cookham
Neighbourhood Plan and a digest of their
views on the countryside, transport,
housing, business premises and community
services was anticipated in a few weeks,
prior to the setting up of a steering
committee to pilot the process forwards. In
the meantime, Cookham’s Village Design
Statement moves forward under the
chairmanship of Shez Courtenay-Smith, who
reported that the draft was being reviewed
by the sponsors (and planners) following
which a full draft will be made available for
public consultation.
The controversial idea of lighting the High
Street was resolved as a result of complaints
from local traders that trade was being
drawn away to places that were better lit.
As a result new lighting columns, modelled
on traditional gas lanterns, have been
installed and appear a good compromise for
the conservation area with several listed
buildings present.
Yet again the Society had objected to a third
application for 5 flats at GKL House as it
was felt the parking provision was
inadequate and insufficient provision made
for refuse collection. However, the scheme
has finally been approved by the Borough.
Cookham Parish Council had invited local
landowners to identify land suitable for new
affordable housing, which had resulted in a
site being proposed to the west of
Whyteladyes Lane. Whilst welcoming the
initiative, the Society was concerned that it
lay in the Green Belt and any decision would
be premature prior to the completion of the

Neighbourhood Planning process.
The February edition also welcomes the
improvements to the car parking area at
Station Parade; deplores the plans for the
Fire Station which took no account of the
views immortalised by Stanley Spencer in
his paintings across Marsh Meadow to the
village. A total of 145 planning applications
had been viewed in the past year, many of
which raised concerns due to excessive
traffic generation.

can undertake research into local buildings.
Of local interest, she mentioned Ridge Farm,
Neston, which has bee boles - apertures in
the wall used for bee keeping and a stable
range which was very large for the
seventeenth century. Also Numbers 3,4 and
5 Ridge Cottages are unique in that they
have religious sayings dating back to the
seventeenth century written on the roof
rafters.

October brought Dorian Gerhold to Corsham
who gave an absorbing talk on West
Their Chairman reported another enjoyable
Country Carriers and Stage Coaches Before
year with membership at a record level –
and After Turnpiking. As early as the
1,652 – whilst the Society’s funds stood at
seventeenth century there was a reliable
£54,590. The Committee were thanked for
(even in snow) public road service operating
all their varied efforts on behalf of the
to timetables to and from London. There
Society
were no non-London services until the
eighteenth century. Movement in Wiltshire
Corsham Society's magazine is used by the was mainly by wagon. The first stage coach
Chairman, Michael Rumsey, to announce
to Bristol was run in 1657, to Marlborough in
that Lord Methuen had accepted the
1660 and to Salisbury in 1656. The Turnpike
honorary office of Patron of the Society.
Trusts improved the road surfaces which
Earlier, in April, members had welcomed him allowed the faster movement of goods and
to The Pound to hear of the work of the
people. In the early 1760s times improved
House of Lords, of which he is an active
more with the advent of - steel springs - an
member being one of the ninety elected
invention of Richard Treadwell, which
hereditary peers. Robert Alexander Holt
allowed a smoother mode of travel. After
th
Methuen, 7 Baron Methuen, is the third and stagnation between 1790 and 1815 due to
youngest son of Anthony Methuen who
the wars with France, the 1820s were the
succeeded his brother, Anthony John, in
golden age of stagecoach travel. The
1994. He has been a member of both the
1840s saw the advent of the railways.
Science & Technology Committee and the
European Union Committee. He was brought In June over seventy members and friends
up in Corsham, educated at Shrewsbury
gathered at Hartham House for a conducted
School and Trinity College, Cambridge. His
tour led by Allan Bosley who expertly guided
career took him to Westinghouse Brake &
us around the house and grounds whilst
Signal Company in Chippenham as Design
regaling us with its history, both ancient and
Engineer, then IBM UK and Rolls-Royce plc
modern. It has a complicated history and
as a Systems Engineer. He is the hereditary record of ownership – a fuller account can
Patron of the Lady Margaret Hungerford
be found on the Society’s website – but it
Almshouses in Corsham, but is soon to hand was during the ownership of Sir John
over this role to his cousin, James Methuen- Poynder Dickson Poynder that the house
Campbell.
became a focal point for political, social and
recreational life in North Wiltshire.
A talk by Pam Slocombe, organiser of the
Wiltshire Buildings Record, opened the
Sir John became MP for Chippenham in
winter programme. The Society is based at
1892 and a Member of London County
the Swindon and Wiltshire History Centre at
Council from 1898 to 1904. He also served
Chippenham, where members of the public
in the Second Boer War as aide-de-campe
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to Field Marshall Lord Methuen,
Commander-in-Chief, winning a DSO in
1900. There are records of Sir Winston
Churchill having stayed over the Christmas
of 1896, during the summer of 1897 and
again in 1899, and correspondence between
the two men continued for much of their
lives.
Hartham Park was significantly remodelled
during Sir John’s ownership and hosted a
great many gatherings, including visits by
the Prince Arthur, Duck of Connaught and
Strathearn, the third son of Queen Victoria
who was attracted by both the shooting and
the golf locally. The grounds were
landscaped by Harold Peto - a superb Dutch
water gardens built (sadly lost to 1960s
development).
In 1904 the Sticke Tennis Court was added
in the grounds to the north west of the
house. Sticke Tennis began at about the
same time as Lawn Tennis, in the artillery
building, a closed court at the gunnery range
at Shoeburyness, Essex, in 1877.
Subsequently courts were erected
throughout the Empire and thereafter as its
popularity spread, in country house estates.
The First World War changed the world
order and after 1918 there was neither the
enthusiasm nor the youth of the country to
sustain the game.
Today there are only three sticke tennis
courts playable throughout the world. One
at Hartham Park, where there is a small but
enthusiastic sticke tennis club, at
Knighthayes in Devon and a further court
that is presently used for badminton at
Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, within the
grounds of the then Viceroy of India's
summer palace.

Sir John Dickson Poynder was appointed
Governor of New Zealand in 1910 and raised
to the peerage as Lord Islington. After two
years he returned to become first UnderSecretary of State for the Colonies and then
Under Secretary of State for India. He died
in 1936, following which the estate was
purchased by the Nicholson family, of gin
fame, who resided there during the Second
World War. The upper floors of the house
became the billet for 100 WAAF personnel, A
watch for 10 Group RAF Fighter Command
during the Battle of Britain and for the
remainder of the War. 10 Group
Headquarters was at Rudloe Manor, a mile
and a half to the west. From 1960 onwards
the House has been used for business
purposes, Jeffrey Thomas offering serviced
office accommodation to some 40
companies.
.
Crewkerne Civic Society has taken its
concerns to the local press. Steve Sowden
reported on 13th February 2012 that “Society
Chairman, Martin Pakes, is very concerned
the group may not be able to continue due
to a lack of active members and a crunch
meeting was held to discuss its future.
Founded in 1973, it has been working with
local councils and other organisations to
conserve and enhance Crewkerne and help
protect many of the town’s historic buildings
from demolition, whilst also supporting
developments for the future. It has played a
key role in raising awareness of the history
and architectural importance of the town. He
said “the Society had had its highs and lows,
but always managed to survive, but we may
not be so lucky next year. We live in rapidly
changing time with greater expectations of
volunteer groups playing a bigger part in the
community. Whether we agree with the ‘Big
Society’ or not, the Society inevitably will be

Sticke Tennis Court
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drawn into more and more planning and
development issues and it is important that
we are strong and able to play our part. We
feel it is an appropriate time to have an open
discussion within the town on the society’s
future role and direction. Basically we are
asking the question – does Crewkerne need
a civic society and, if so, how does it need
to change and how can we maintain it as a
sustainable organisation? We feel this is an
important question, not just for our members
but also for the town as a whole.”
Kirkby Lonsdale and District's Newsletter
reports that the excellent and
comprehensive course on “Industrial
Heritage of the Lake District” run by Andy
Lowe and attended by 26 Society members
had now ended but had inspired Mike
Kingsbury and others to research the Kirkby
Lonsdale area to see what clues they could
find and what evidence had survived to the
present day.
As a result the magazine contains a plea for
members to lend any old records or maps
and also allow access to extracts of family
trees if several generations were involved in
an industry. It is hoped they might
eventually publish their findings under three
headings – Mills & Water Powered
Industries, Coal Mining & Quarrying and
Transport.
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A pair of gateposts into the cricket ground at
Devil's Bridge (Grade 2 listed, and recently
restored) plus a few short sections of garden
wall are all that remain of what was once
one of Kirkby Lonsdale's most magnificent
houses. Its gardens were roughly bounded
by Mill Brow, Devil's Bridge, Bridge Brow
and Main Street 'set on a high point of what
is now Ruskin Drive with a magnificent view
over the River Lune’- the Lunefield estate
ran to more than 28 acres and was
eventually bought in 1812 by Roger Carus.
His son, the Rev.Canon Carus, sold the
estate to Alfred Harris of Bradford, a
member of a wealthy banking family, who
commissioned architect, Alfred Waterhouse
(known for his designs for the Natural
History Museum in London and Manchester
Town Hall) to replace the original in Gothic
Revival style, in stone, with a corner tower
with pinnacles, steeply pitched roofs, ornate
barge boards, dormers and crenellations
plus two stained glass windows by William
Morris, each 34 x 10 inches, one of which is
now in the Victoria & Albert Museum. The
whole estate was sold in 1899 when the
Harris family moved to Frimley in Surrey
where Alfred died in 1901.The house was
first bought by the Countess of Bective;
leased to the Cooperative Holiday
Association upon her death in 1928;
requisitioned by the army during the second
world war until its demolition in 1958. During

the Sixties and Seventies the land was
developed for residential use. It was
reported that no contentious planning
applications had been received recently, but
the final stages of the South Lakeland DC
Land Allocations had been reached and a
timetable set for the formal/legal processes
prior to Examination by a Planning
Inspector.
Another period of Consultation will ensue
during February/March when the public
should make representations on its
“soundness” in such things as :
Have the correct procedural steps
been followed?
Is the document backed up by
sound evidence?
Does the document comply with the
policies in the council's Core
Strategy?
Are the proposals deliverable and
do they represent the most
sustainable option?
If the Inspector finds that the Land
Allocations Document is 'sound', the council
will be able to adopt the document in
October 2012. The newsletter concludes
with an accolade to the Editor from a
developer, a member who applauded his
analysis and clear summary of the NPPF in
the previous magazine. Guided by the
response from the National Trust he had
thought it might be time to start building
again, but having now read the rather
obscure points about the evidence base for
planning policies (the difference between
need and demand and the importance of
deliverability) he felt the NPPF would make
no difference to the way planning
applications were determined!
Lichfield Civic Society newsletter highlights
a Greenfield development south of the city
proposed by Persimmon Homes. It would
cover an important, unspoilt, high quality
area of green fields. Part of the site closest
to the City is designated in the Local Plan as
an ADR – Area of Development Restraint –
whilst the rest is formally designated Green
Belt. The Society believe the proposal to be
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premature, the highway infrastructure
inadequate and ownership of the Green Belt
land should be transferred to the local
authority and preserved as open space.
The Committee fear that until the
government clarify the presumption in favour
of “sustainable development”, developers
will feel they have a chance of securing
permission on appeal. This appears to be
the case where proposals on St. John’s
South Lichfield and the Foden Park
Streethay development are concerned.
Whilst nearby residents have insights and
strong views on the Heritage Parks Project,
the inappropriate and unnecessarily high
railings alongside Minster Pool Walk remain
the concern of the Society.
The Lichfield Society has welcomed the
news that the Ashtav magazine will in future
be available on line at www.ashtav.org.uk/
magazine and encourage their members to
access it “as it has in the past been a very
good read”!
A talk by Joe Harley, who shared the results
of his university research into the changes to
the City Centre from 1840-1880, transported
members back to a bustling Lichfield, where
the Victorian City fathers were vigorously
promoting change and improvements and
constructing some impressive buildings
which today give the City centre much of its
character. The coaching trade collapsed
with the arrival of the railway, which in turn
opened up markets further afield.
The rebuilding of the Guildhall was
completed in 1866, the Corn Exchange
reconstructed in 1850 – the London
Illustrated News describing it as “a very
significant structure”. The new Free Library
and Museum were erected in 1857 (part of
which is now the Registry Office). St. Mary’s
Church was totally rebuilt in 1872, to include
a spire at a cost of £9000. The Cathedral,
which had suffered horribly in the Civil War,
was returned to its former glory due to
£82,000 being spent, much from public
subscription.

The Clock Tower, much loved despite
having no illumination and an inaccurate
clock mechanism, was moved to its present
site, brick by brick, from opposite Bore
Street. Sewerage problems and the need
for fresh water led to Stowe Pool being
enlarged from seven acres (and silting up) to
twenty-two acres, becoming the City’s main
reservoir. Members were reminded that
Lichfield was truly a boom town during this
period.
In 2012 the people of Lichfield anticipate the
Olympic Torch visiting the National Memorial
Arboretum, Streethay, Lichfield City and
Hopwas - all of which was greeted as good
news.

Neighbourhood Plan in order that we debate
and actively participate in determining the
future of our community. The proposed
change in planning rules and the continued
drive to reduce costs without our County
and District Councils, whilst trying to
maintain the same level of services brought
them to reflect on the decision by the District
to invoke car parking charges without
providing a detailed, publicly-available cost
benefit analysis for residents. They
continue to argue against thee charges on
behalf of the Society members and Newent
traders.

The Society continues to campaign on
planning issues and are leading participants
in the programme for the enhancement of
A number of important national and local
Newent’s Town Centre and the revitalisation
government policy decisions are anticipated of the Community Centre. He confirmed the
which will have a direct impact upon the
intention to work with other local
community – the Localism Bill on 15th
organisations in developing a “Community
November with its welcome new approach
Plan – Building for the Future”, and a further
to neighbourhood planning. The abolition of limited series of “Guided Tours”. For the
the RSS will allow the District Council
Queen’s Jubilee the HistorySociety are
greater freedom in relation to housing
mounting an exhibition at the back of St.
numbers, whilst the NPPF is to be published Mary’s Church and the Civic Society will use
in the Spring, fundamentally shifting the
the Market House for a display of
balance in favour of so-called “sustainable
Coronation memorabilia and members’
development” - in ways that are currently felt personal records of the early 1950’s.
to be unacceptable. The Local Development
Framework Core Strategy will be published
The Christmas Tree Festival, on 3rd
in the Spring and the Exec wait to see how
December, its third year of the event at St.
much impact the large number of comments Mary’s, was again a success with many
has had on the Council’s planning policies.
positive comments. Over 200 viewed the
tree, plus the congregation of 350 on
Sunday, raising £1,000 towards the
Newent Civic Society's Chairman, Keith
Restoration Fund.
Urch, in his Winter Notes reminisced as to
how, with the support of “celebrities” within
Their 26th AGM was addressed by Tony
the local community, the Society had been
Burton of Civic Voice and invitations to other
able to present a varied programme of
local groups had been issued. They were
immensely interesting and well attended
joined by members of Tetbury, Tewkesbury
meetings during the past year.
and Worcester Civic Societies. Challenges
were issued to those who moan how difficult
They had also improved links with civic
it is to recruit members or committee
societies nearby, by securing the attendance people. The upshot of interviews with
of Tony Burton, Director of Civic Voice, at
members of the public is that we need to be
their AGM during September. He had
more socially and age inclusive, to make
highlighted the importance of the Localism
sure activities have a positive outcome so
Bill and the need to drive the production of a volunteers feel their time I well spent, be well
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organised and to promote ourselves
more.Bouquets and Regrets: A bouquet to
FODDC planners for insisting Country
Corner replace the grey tiles mistakenly put
on it roof when repairs were undertaken with
red – it is in the heart of the CA – and
suitable windows would be nice! Another
bouquet for Gloucestershire Highways’
workmen who were polite and helpful to
Culver Street resident whilst undertaking
major repairs to the road AND they finally
cleared the drain outside 265 Foley Road
which had been foul and overflowing for
some months. A third bouquet for the Town
Council for the attractive Christmas lights.
Regrets: The alleyway leading to Budgens,
the shrubs flanking the approach to the lake,
all look rather unkempt and several house in
the centre neglected and forlorn. The Civic
Voice Workshop was attended by Lynn
Ashton and Marian Moore who met with
people from Bristol, Lechlade, Tewkesbury
and Cheltenham civic societies. Ian
Harvey’s main message was to encourage
people to have pride in where they live and
gave examples of imaginative ideas from
societies around the country. An amusing
one was a calendar produced by Ripon Civic
Society called “Quirky Ripon” which showed
unusual and surprising views of the town.
Michael Bentley of Castle Fruit Farm came
to Newent to speak on the subject of
“Apples, Pears and Plums – the Business of
Growing Fruit” which attracted a large
audience with whom he shared his
knowledge and enthusiasm for growing top
fruit and stone fruit at his farm on the
Dymock Road. Just ten years ago he was
farming sugar beet, barley and horses, but
during a visit to Italy he was impressed by
the wholesome eating, small scale farming
and a new way of thinking about farming he
caught the fruit growing bug and in 2002
bought the 150 acre Castle Fruit Farm.

the British love affair with the Cox, which is
low-yielding and the picked apples do not
keep well. Dutch and other Continental fruit
farmers and assistants working at the Farm
have taught Michael a great deal about
efficient growing. Cultivating new variety
like Jazz, Gala, Cameo, Braeburn, Pink Lady

and Elstar and embracing new technology
are essential to make money in this
business. A new post and wire growing
method allows planting, watering, pruning
and picking to be mechanised. He had
wondered whether to feel alarmed, or
flattered, at the number present. Having
warmed to a friendly audience, in the end
the answer must surely have been
“flattered”.

The magazine of the Newark Civic Trust
can be found at
www.newarkcivictrust.org.uk and contains
comments on proposals for the former
Robin Hood Hotel on the corner of Lombard
and New Street which have caused a great
deal of controversy. Whereas the developer
originally intended to keep key elements of
the building, an application has been
submitted for total demolition, clearance of
the site and erection of five retail units. The
Trust has made a robust submission,
subsequently reinforced by English Heritage
and several private individuals. The
controversy has, in fact, been beneficial to
the Society, resulting in new active members
for both the Executive and its planning
committee!
Newark has an unusually rich library history
for a town of its size; with benefactors
unequalled elsewhere in Nottinghamshire
and very rare in the whole country. This rich
history is brought vividly to life by Rupert
Vinnicombe in an excellent article in their
current magazine – do read it on line. As

There are now 380 commercial fruit farms,
compared with 1500, twenty-five or thirty
years ago and he felt the decline could be
EU over-regulation, dependence on the
high-fruiting Golden Delicious variety and
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early as 1689, the Bishop of Peterborough,
Thomas White, bequeathed his library to the
town. Bishop White is thought to have been
educated at Newark’s Magnus Grammar
School and was certainly Vicar of Newark
around 1660. The collection is still housed
above the south porch of the parish church
and contains some 1,300 volumes, many of
which are of great value and beauty. In his
will, Bishop White stipulated that the room in
which the books were kept “should be
swept once a month, with the books being
brushed and rubbed once a quarter”. Rupert
is sure the Rector, Rev. Vivian Enever, and
his predecessors, have complied with this
tradition (as with White’s requirement that no
book be removed from the room and the
entire collection checked over once a
quarter) as the library remains intact over
300 years later.

Towcester and District History Society
magazine, in Brian Giggins’ article, alerts us
to the increasing amount of historic
information which becomes available year
on year – the latest addition being “The
British Newspaper Archive” – a commercial
site developed in conjunction with the British
Library that gives access to thousands of
scanned-in newspapers covering the period
from the 18th C through to the early 20th
century. The Northampton Mercury is also
searchable online, from 1770 to 1905, and
contains nearly 30,000 references to
Towcester. Brian’s research into Towcester
buildings has been furthered by
advertisements for auctions and details of
premises to be let or sold. One example
was an auction advert for the “Admiral
Nelson” in the edition of 28th August 1804.
The public house was occupied by a William
Nelson (a relative perhaps?) its description
placing it in the middle of the Pig Market on
Watling Street. Attached was a malting
capable of making 12 Qtrs of grain per
week. The building must have been
commodious as it would have needed areas
for grain storage, a floor for sprouting barley
and a kiln to quickly dry the sprouting grain
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to create malt. It is thought it was
demolished in 1860, the site now occupied
by a row of three storey houses called
“Nelson’s Yard” built in 1865. The Antique
Shop was formerly “The Nelson’s Arms”
public house and the Society has a
photograph of the pub taken in 1890’s when
it was a Hopcraft’s Brewery house and John
Spencer the publican ‘could provide tea,
chops and steaks at the shortest notice’.
When did this cease to be a public house?
Perhaps of more interest would be
information as to when it first became an ale
house. The ceiling beams in the shop
suggests that there is an early building,
perhaps 16th century, hidden behind the
brick façade. Was this formerly one of the
early Inns of the town such as the “Black
Boy” or “The Chequers” which have not yet
been identified. It is noted that although the
researcher had to pay a subscription fee to
access old newspapers, there is no fee for
Library members in Northamptonshire to
access some other old newspapers, as the
fee is paid by the taxpayers! By entering
the number of your library card one can view
the Guardian and Observer Historical
archive, Infotrac and News UK. Start at the
following http://
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/
councilservices/Leisure/libraries/
libraryonline/Pages/NandM.aspx
Trowbridge Civic Society's colourful
newsletters (Summer - Spring 2012) opens
with a note from the Chairman, Glyn
Bridges, in which he reported a meeting with
Ken McCall who leads a new group called
“Campaign for a Better Trowbridge”.
Perhaps members read his letter in a recent
edition of the local paper?
“For too long the people of Trowbridge and
villages have seen planners neglect the town
centre while allowing developers to cover
more green fields with housing estates and
business parks, all this, while the centre of
town stagnates. At last, the people of
Trowbridge and villages have a choice and
we are delighted. Trowbridge offers so many

opportunities - it has very many brown field
sites to build on, old buildings to convert,
industrial areas to modernise. It has many
beautiful and historic buildings which are
hidden gems of the town, also some
excellent new developments in Bradford
Road, and the flats on the corner of Timbrell
Street and Prospect Place. It has a station
with excellent rail services to many parts of
Wiltshire, Bath, Bristol and more. The group
looks forward, at last, to a development plan
in the form of the Core Strategy and Local
Development Framework that builds and
renovates the town centre with offices,
shops, education and other activities in the
town, and that says once and for all a

we would like to ask Wiltshire Council to
assure us there will be an option within the
Core Strategy for ‘low growth’.

resounding ‘NO’ to just adding more urban
sprawl with the idea that ‘bigger is better’,
when it is not! In the case of Trowbridge, the
sprawling expansion just hasn't worked.
Many of us want a County Town and not
another Swindon. Trowbridge could suffer
with having more growth than anywhere else
in the West Country, if we are not careful, so

Award for their work. Both the interior and
exterior of the former St. James’ Church Hall
bear witness to their craft as can be seen in
the photograph below.
Part 2 of the Kings Arms tale by Roger
Newman follows, the pub seemingly until the
1930s leasing a section of the ground floor
to a variety of businesses through the ages,
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Glyn reminded members that their Society
had been working for ‘a better Trowbridge’
since 1978 when the group “Campaign
Against Trowbridge Inner Relief Road”
formed the foundation of their present
Society. John Austin then celebrated the
careful workmanship of local builders
E.J.Shanley & Sons who thankfully have
saved, renovated and restored many of the
town’s significant buildings, having twice
been awarded the Town Council’s orange
plaque, denoting a Civic Enhancement

by an Edward Archard, then the sale of
veterinary products was followed by a shoe
shop. However, in 1896 George Stokes (&
Son) took possession, selling zinc, iron and
tinplate articles, but ceased trading in 1933.
For three years Jimmy James dealt as the
Wireless & Cycle Exchange, to be followed
by a baker/confectioner.
It was not until 2010 that Michael Lefever
undertook major restoration work and it is
now, yet again, a double fronted public
house. Peter Collier found the Wiltshire
Community History site was illuminating
when he researched the history of his road –
he read “A better class of suburb had
appeared along the Hilperton Road from the
1790’s to the later 19th Century. A little
below this in standard were the houses of
Wingfield and West Ashton Road, while for
the rather less wealthy there was the villa
type housing of Westbourne Road (1870s)
and Avenue and Clarendon Roads (1890s)”.
He remarks that although “less wealthy” the
latter were considerably smartened up by
the addition of trees on both sides of the
road, plus the houses were given names – of
which one of two remain visible today. From
a map there is a gap marked “Allotment
Gardens” which is where his home lies.
Planning permission had been sought in
1903 by a Mr. Crook, a local builder – the
land having cost £155. His research found
that in the first years of the last century there
were five railway workers and six school
teachers – other residents included a
plumber, High School caretaker, tailor,
journalist, farmer, post office clerk and
woollen worker. At No.2 lived Lucy Lucas, a
widow, with her 9 children. However, it also
contained a railway bookstall manager,
bedding factory manager, a chemist,
Wesleyan and Baptist Ministers, a curate of
Holy Trinity and the Organising Secretary of
the County Agricultural Committee! It is a
mix which has continued throughout the
years to the present day. Histories are also
written of St. James’ Parochial and
Roundstone Schools.
Three months later in his report, the
Chairman is able to thank all those members
who responded to the appeals for
volunteers, Kevin & Sue Eames who have
volunteered to assist in reviewing planning
applications, Peter & Jenny Collier in
preparing the Newsletter and Janet
Carpenter who has offered to assist the
Treasurer.
Mary Pearce, a Vice President, called a
public meeting for all those concerned about
the future use of the Town Hall and several
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interested people have agreed to join a trust,
with the aim of using it as a centre for the
creative arts, with the main hall available for
general use – all agreed it would be a sad
day if the Town Hall became yet another pub
or restaurant. Following a Society visit to
Poundbury, despair is expressed at the
standard of architecture the planners appear
happy to accept for Wiltshire’s county town
– the new development at The Halve being a
case in point. This has left members
concerned for the standard of design at the
old Bowyer and Tesco sites.
Presentations have recently been made a)
Asda/Wallmart (who wish to enlarge to
compete with Tesco and Sainsbury) b)
Prorus plan to develop a Morrison’s but this
will fully fund a 6-screen cinema, renovate
listed buildings to accommodate 6
restaurants, a possible rail-bus interchange
and enhance the River Biss corridor, all to a
2013 completion and c) yet another plan for
an 8-screen cinema, 6 restaurants and an
80-bed hotel, fully funded and deliverable in
2 years! (Come Spring, the Society has had
the opportunity to view more detailed plans
for the vacant sites and are torn between the
attention to detail, care of listed buildings
and architectural aims of that proposed for
(b) compared to the welcome addition of an
hotel in (c).
HODs, 2011 saw the Society organising 14
events/openings with visitors from the
Midlands and Cornwall. The Blind House
had 185 visitors, compared to 192 the
previous year, whilst 39 people climbed the
St. James Church tower to see the bells,
double last year’s total. The Zion Chapel’s
display of King James bibles received 42
visitors. The Trowbridge Future Partnership,
an amalgam of the widest spectrum of town
life, met to prepare a Plan from 2011-2016,
with an aim to improve the quality of life for
all who live, work or visit the wider
community. Five theme groups were
established, each with its own “champion”.
The “state of the art” Library has been
started, together with a Sports Centre/Pool.
Ian Lund then gives his first impressions of
the new Civic Centre (difficult, given the
sadness felt at the passing of the Town Hall
into private ownership). Were the costs of
breathing new life into the Town Hall
exaggerated? With imagination could it not
have continued to provide useful Council or
Information Centre accommodation? It is not
the only town to undervalue their historic
civic buildings; Warminster Town Hall is
being off-loaded, whilst Devizes’ Assize
Courts have been the bête noir of that town

for many years. The western side of the Park
is dominated by a multi-storey car park, in
stark contrast to the Art Deco bandstand
opposite; Raleigh Court looms at the eastern
end, whilst the police station flaps its gullwinged canopy just outside the Polebarn
Road entrance (and is there nothing more
eccentric than the Franco-Elizabethan old
town hall at the top end of the park)? But is
the renewed Civic Centre a suitable
addition? It has been billed as the flagship
conference and civic centre for Wiltshire –
available for weddings, concerts and other
entertainments. Whilst these facilities were
anyway on offer from 1974-2010 there is
now a café on the ground floor, plus the
additional first floor provides an information
centre, office space and Council Chamber. It
is hoped it may deliver a ‘green’ agenda and
be more thermally efficient. Ian regretted the
replacement of Portland stone with artificial
blocks, but with red brick panels the basic
articulation is created but he hesitates to
claim they are complemented by turquoise
cladding and vertical timber boards.
Concern is also expressed at the absence of
traditional copings or a projecting cornice to
protect the panel hovering over the
entrance. Steve Hobbs’ glimpse into parish
registers, based on his “Gleanings from
Wiltshire Parish Registers” took as it’s
starting point the 1530s with Henry VIII’s
decision to appoint Thomas Cromwell to the
post of viceregent. He issued two
injunctions, in 1536 and 1538, which
outlawed traditional practices such
pilgrimages and the veneration of saints but
introduced parish registers of baptisms,
marriages and burials, which have been kept
ever since. The official reason for these was
“to avoid disputes” but the common people
were suspicious of Cromwell’s motives and
were ‘in greate feer and mystrust’
suspecting registration meant the imposition
of taxes and were a contributory factor in the
Pilgrimage of Grace.
A century passed and no duties were
imposed until two attempts were made
between 1694/1705 and 1783/1794. On
neither occasion did the duty raise the
revenue expected. Most sixteenth century
registers were copied into parchment books
after injunctions passed in 1598 and 1604,
to preserve the information. Sadly it meant
the old paper registers, which may have had
a lot more information in them, were
discarded. Very few now survive. Steve
explained how he had trawled through 2000
Wiltshire parish records noting the incidental
comments, doodles, poems, aphorisms etc
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which had been written in the registers by
vicars, churchwardens and parish clerks. His
talk showed that although the births,
marriages and deaths in these registers have
been recorded and put on microfilm, partly
for the benefit of those researching family
history, no one had until now, made a
systematic study.
The Society’s History Award was presented
this January to Maks Dolejsz. He came to
Trowbridge from Poland with no English, yet
gained excellent A level grades at Clarendon
College and is now at Bath Spa University
reading history and heritage. He not only
did well academically, but also received
another award for Service to the Community,
having been outstanding in this respect.
Trowbridge Historical Buildings Committee
was formed in 2008 when the District
Council ceased to exist. Its purpose is to
allocate grants for the repair and
maintenance of building of historic or
architectural interest and representatives of
the Town Council, Civic Society, a
Conservation Officer, technical and historical
adviser meet twice a year. Grants can be
made (up to 40% of the lowest estimate) for
work done to preserve or enhance Listed
Buildings and exceptionally for a building of
special historic interest.
David Feather’s article “An Affront to
Trowbridge” signals the special attention the
Society intends to focus on the second class
treatment of shop fronts by far too many
outlets. It is felt their historic buildings
deserve better. They seek good guidelines
for shop front design, particularly in the
central conservation area. This would
accord with Local Plan policy which requires
the design should reflect the historic building
behind. Salisbury has shown the way which
Trowbridge will hopefully follow.
Vale of Evesham and District's Newsletter
starts with comment on the NPPF, referring
to the media coverage of the subject and
their Society’s concern that whilst the
countryside has large numbers of people
and organisations to lobby on its behalf,
there were not the same numbers to protect
and express concern for its impact on
towns. Three of the Executive had attended
a Regional Meeting of Civic Voice and been
impressed with the efforts the new
organisation was making to ensure its view
was heard and had achieved a measure of
success in lobbying MPs. Their own MP,
Peter Luff, had acknowledged their letter on
the subject and expressed sympathy with its

views, but gave no indication as to whether
he would oppose the government on the
issue.
Committee time had also been occupied by
the S.Worcestershire Development Plan
(SWDP) and they had submitted a detailed
commentary on issues such as housing
provision, but expressed concern at a lack
of vision for the future of Evesham as they
felt there was an optimum size beyond
which the town should not grow, for fear of
losing its identify.
They sought a new pedestrian/cycle bridge
between Bengeworth and Evesham, that
being more important than the proposed
Hampton Bridge. They oppose many of the
housing developments, particularly the
Abbey Gardens proposal which would steel
some of the asparagus field close to Crown
Meadow. Likewise that proposed for the far
side of Offenham Road. The Cheltenham
and Pershore Road proposals were also felt
to be far too extensive. Headed “A Bridge
Too Far - Away?” there is good news that
Evesham is to have a new bridge, the
Chancellor having included £9m of
government funding in his budget review for
the replacement of decaying Abbey Bridge..
A decision on the successful tenderer is
imminent and the design is eagerly awaited
– will it be the one chosen by the Aesthetics
Panel, or will other considerations be
deemed more important.
The County Council’s plans for dealing with
traffic whilst the old bridge is demolished
and the new one built is awaited. There
have been hints of only four months’
duration which appears wildly optimistic, but
work is not to commence until 2013.
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The pristine paving in High Street and Vine
Street had deteriorated in a short period
due, it was thought, to Eon who patched a
hole with tarmac, whilst around the seats
and in some shop doorways the pavement
was greasy with chip droppings. Wychavon
reacted quickly to an email from the Society
and there is an improvement. The paving is
the responsibility of County, whilst cleaning
the paving falls to the District. Contractors
have been given six months to reinstate the
paving and Wychavon have replaced some
tawdry litter bins, so the town looks smarter.
Evesham is to be blessed with a visit by the
Olympic Torch on Sunday 1st July 2012, at
around 11am, and consider themselves
lucky to have the event at this time when
most people will have a chance to see it. A
vehicle convoy will bring the torch from the
Alcester direction and deposit the first torch
bearer at the foot of Greenhill by the
roundabout. A succession of bearers will
bring the torch along Greenhill, down the hill
to the High Street and Vine Street, down
Abbey Road and over the "old" Abbey
bridge, and so away towards Broadway.
Evesham should look its best for the visit
and thankfully the High Street enhancement
and sign clutter have been removed,
although more work remains to be done.
Their proposal to deal with the area outside
the car wash will be sent to the County
Council. The Society is to celebrate its 40th
birthday in March 2012. The Minutes show
that 150 attended the first ever meeting on
the 15th March 1972 and the main topic of
discussion was the Market Square and
proposals to make it a car park, whilst
abolishing the Saturday market. They plan
to celebrate the Society’s achievements.

The Importance of Listing

WATCH OUT, WATCH OUT,
DEVELOPERS ABOUT – particularly before
dawn it seems!
On Wednesday, 21st December at 6.30 am,
the sleeping residents of Little Cheverell,
Wiltshire, were rudely awoken. Not to the
sound of the dawn chorus, but the sound of
a convoy of heavy demolition machinery
moving into the once delightful gardens of
Copsewood (or the Pink Cottage - an
unlisted 17C cottage within their
Conservation Area). The Planning
Committee had granted permission for its
demolition against officer advice. This
operation continued with the systematic
pulverizing of all the rubble and its
immediate removal from the site – so much
for the promised architectural salvage of
tiles/original Cheverell bricks. Villagers had
hoped a bat roost might finally have

prevented demolition and considered the
developer’s actions to be a pre-emptive
move, one that has left the village feeling
violated. To add insult to injury, the
contractor’s vehicles caused Wiltshire
Council’s bridge, dating from 1933 and
carrying the byway over a stream, to
collapse. A number of Little Cheverell
residents supported their neighbour, Mr.
Michael Maxwell in his view that Judicial
Review of this decision should be sought
and action was taken, but resulted in The
Honourable Mr. Justice Sales concurring in
the demolition of the property, pictured
below.

John Shaw ( Ashtav Director) comments: I do not know if a case was
put forward to have the building listed. Certainly if it dated from the
1700s and was as attractive and interesting as indicated in the press
reports, I am surprised that it didn’t receive the protection that being
listed would have afforded it. This raises the whole issue as to what
factors are taken into consideration when buildings etc. are considered
for listing. Surely if a pedestrian crossing in Abbey Road can be listed
because of its historic interest, beautiful buildings that are 300 years
old should be protected?
Also in terms of what might come out in the National Planning Policy
Framework final version shortly, what do decisions and decisions like
this presage for other non-statutorily protected buildings and land?
The various standpoints and quite often outspoken views are very
interesting and can be viewed on the following link:http://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/towns/
devizesheadlines/9442979.Little_Cheverell_cottage_crushed/
An application to English Heritage for listing does not have to be made, or
even be supported, by the owner of the building.
The local Civic Society can apply
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The Mirror House at Copenhagen Central Park curbs graffiti
Danish-American based architects MLRP has transformed an existing graffitiplagued playground structure to an inviting and reflective pavilion as part of the new
Interactive Playground Project in Copenhagen.
Funhouse mirrors are mounted on the gabled ends of this playground pavilion in
Copenhagen, as well as behind the doors. This engages a play with perspective,
reflection and transformation. Instead of a typical closed gable facade, the mirrored
gables creates a sympathetic transition between built and landscape and reflects
the surrounding park, playground and activity.
At night the shutters are closed making the building anonymous. During
the day the building opens up, attracting the children who enjoy seeing
themselves transformed in all directions.
With simple means it has succeeded to transform an existing, sad and
anonymous building to a unique and respectful installation in the newly
renovated park.
www.http://www.mlrp.dk//work/interactive-legepads

