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This issue of the magazine features 
regeneration of the “High Street”, Localism and 
our closer working relationship with Historic 
Towns Forum. 

Preserving the High Street (in aspic) is doomed 
to failure, but managing change to retain a 
vibrant town centre is achievable. The extract 
from the English Heritage report is realistic and 
the editor commends reading the whole of it.

Ashtav is fortunate to have a ‘techie’ for a 
director (chartered town planner) who is able to 
advise and guide members on Localism and 
other planning topics, through  the magazine,  
his News updates on the website and Blog.

Ashtav has been quiet of late concentrating on 
Tavasham, the on-line educational game.  We 
are examining making up the shortfall in 
member service by working more closely with 
Historic Towns Forum. 

The editor welcomes opinions, comments and 
articles on these important and sometimes 
contentious topics.

Please make a note of the date of the AGM.  
November 2nd 2013. We are very pleased to 
have Oxford Castle as a venue as that has 
been one of the UK’s major 
restoration projects.

Dan Wild 
Editor

P.S. for those puzzled by the cover picture: a 
shop bike, forerunner of food shopping on line.
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The Association of Small Historic towns and villages and the Historic Towns 
Forum are pleased to announce a formal alliance which we hope will see 
the beginning of long-term partnership working.

By combining our skills, knowledge and experience we will be able to 
achieve higher profile and provide a better service to membership and 
external partners.

Joint working between ASHTAV and HTF produces benefits in the following 
ways:

• Members of the organisations benefit from a wider pool of 
experience and expertise, thereby increasing the value of 
membership.

• More varied events available to members.
• Shared experience of issues affecting cities, small and larger towns 

and villages leading to better-directed research, and research 
opportunities.

• The wider representation increases the profile of joint responses to 
Government proposals.

• The higher profile of working together in shared offices improves 
links to other organisations and existing joint and separate 
partnerships as well as potential partnerships.

• Sharing of resources leads to reduced costs for both organisations.
• Staff no longer work in isolation and benefit from sharing ideas and 

opinions.
• More methods of utilising modern media and communication 

techniques can be explored and shared.
• Closer working relationships and association with Kellogg College will 

facilitate the creation of a national Historic Environment Centre.
• Wider associations within Oxford University, other academic 

institutions and professional bodies.
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Judge Richard Bray has expressed his 
regret that a couple of Night Hawks 
tried in his Court at the end of 2012 
could only be prosecuted for Theft. 
He suggested

“I think there should be some form of 
cultural heritage act which could be 
used to protect sites of 
archaeological importance”

I’m sure that many ASHTAV 
members will understand the Judge’s 
point. Look on eBay and you’ll find 
hundreds of Roman coins for sale, so 
many that they’re going for a song; 
supply exceeds demand. These coins 
have risen apparently without trace 
from the soil and dust of ages. Some 
could, no doubt, be given a useful 
“provenance” by their finders, but 
that might put the metal detectorists 
at risk of prosecution. So, the 
artefact is forever devalued, reduced 
to the status of little more than scrap 

metal for melting down. Information 
1that is stripped of context becomes 
mere data, words and sentences 
become no more than numbers. Our 
cultural patrimony provides us with 
context. Plunder, looting and metal-
detecting strip away the meaning and 
significance from artefacts. If 
artefacts are pretty, art may remain 
but, as Thomas Gradgrind opined, 
"Now, what I want is, Facts. . .”.

Night Hawks are being charged for 
stealing what they have turned to 
scrap as if it were in situ of that 
value. Let’s imagine that a metal-
detectorist had exhumed “the King in 
a Car-Park, a.k.a King Richard III” 
thanks to the residual metal stuck 
near or between the King’s 
vertebrae.  Here’s an Ad on the Net

“Interesting deformed old skeleton 
for sale, no feet, I’m afraid. Buy it 
now for £0.99.  P&P £3.45.”

What’s the point of Leicester Social 
Services having the Hawk prosecuted 
for stealing from its car-park a bag of 
bones that failed to sell at the 
bargain basement price of £0.99?  

Now compare the situation if we had 
the Judge’s cultural heritage act in 
place. Out come the special 
archaeological witnesses from the 
University of Leicester and their allied 
experts in DNA testing, radiocarbon 
dating, etc, to testify that the thieves 
should not be tried for stealing goods 
hardly worth a £1 but for heritage 
vandalism of the most heinous kind 
for they  have removed and debased 

NIGHT HAWKS – FRIENDS OR FOES?

By Ed  Grimsdale.

A Bloodhound on a button recovered by a 
metal detectorist.

There’s no scent trail to lead the hound or 
us back to the whys and wherefores of the 
button

danwild
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the remains of the last King of 
England to be slain in battle, 
artefact that, properly studied, 
might help the people of Britain to 
separate fact from fiction in their 
country’s history.  As we know, the 
real find has been cultural treasure 
trove of inestimable value. 

Let’s return to the case before the 
Judge. The scheduled monument 
at Chester Farm is owned by 
Northamptonshire County Council 
and includes Iron Age and 
medieval settlement remains but it 
may be more important for its 
surviving extensive remains of a 
Roman walled town.  The site has 
suffered from repeated trespass. 
Peter Cox and Darren West were 
sentenced to one year in prison, 
suspended for two years, after 
admitting causing serious damage to 
a scheduled monument at Chester 
Farm, near Irchester, and stealing 
items from the site.

But our Learned Judge, in a legal 
“first” added on anti-social behaviour 
orders (ASBO) which ban them from 
using metal detectors on land they 
do not own, unless they have written 
permission from the landowner. Cox, 
of Kettering, was given, also,  a four-
month curfew order from 7pm to 
7am whilst West of the same town 
was ordered to carry out 150 hours 
of unpaid work. They had to pay 
costs of £750 and compensation for 
the damage caused to the scheduled 
monument. Their metal-detecting 
equipment that had been seized was 
confiscate

A heritage crime partnership of 
English Heritage, Northamptonshire 
Police, the Crown Prosecution Service 
and the British Museum led the 
investigation, which recovered a 

large amount of Iron Age, Roman 
and medieval coins and artefacts 
from the men's homes.

Mike Harlow, Legal Director of 
English Heritage, has said.

"These are not people enjoying a 
hobby or professionals carrying out a 
careful study. They are thieves using 
metal detectors like a burglar uses a 
jemmy. The sentence today sets an 
important watershed in the combat 
against illegal metal detecting and 

An Excavation at Chester Farm. 
Northamptonshire Council Council has 
posted:

Visiting the site

The site is currently not publicly accessible. 
The area around the buildings is a designated 
construction site, so it is not safe. 

Please do not attempt to visit the area.

Any person found on the site with out 
permission (except on the designated public 
right of way) will be treated as a trespasser 
and may be prosecuted.
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acknowledges its true impact on 
society."

I’m sure that many ASHTAV readers, 
aware of historically significant or 
putative historic sites in their area 
will be cheering. But, I want to urge 
caution and awareness.

Eric Cantona said, “When the 
seagulls follow the trawler, it is 
because they think sardines will be 
thrown into the sea.”

Where archaeologists trawl, night 
hawks follow.  It is increasingly 
common for metal detectorists to 
own equipment ( often ex-military)  
in advance of what the professionals 
can afford or access. Often night 
hawks can survey at greater depths 
and with more determination than 
professional scholars. Asking for a 
dig may mean that you obtain a 
BOGOF situation: buy one and get 
one free! Site security and 

surveillance are becoming global 
issues.

Beware the night hawk singing like a 
nightingale.  Night Hawks have 
learned to “Sing a Song of Sixpence”. 
The Portable Antiquities Scheme is 
hailed as a great success as the 
details of more and more artefacts 
are shared with local archaeologists 
by “on-side” metal detectorists.  As 
Eric Cantona knows the off-side rule 
is complex and subject to the 
referee’s opinion. Throwing sprats to 
your local PAS expert, sharing 
intelligence and knowledge does not 
only offer the cloak of respectability 
but a also a well-informed divining 
rod.  

What’s my vision of the future?  

Remember the little trawlers that 
plied their trade for hundreds of 
years? 

“There’s fish in the sea for all”

Great Night Hawks of the Sea 
followed that scooped up everything 
in huge nets as they scoured the 
feeding grounds. 

Are there fish left for all to fish?
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The two quotations above 
illustrate how the concept 
of involving the public in 
the production of plans 
and making planning 
decisions has morphed 
from consultation through 
public participation to 
participatory planning, or 
community involvement. 

Community involvement  is 
easier to understand than 
“participatory planning” 
and was formally 
recognized by the Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister 
in the publication of 
“Community Involvement 
in Planning: The 
Government’s Objectives” in February 
2004. The document stated that “the 
community must be able to put forward 
and debate options and help mould 
proposals before they are settled”. It 
recognized the rights of individuals to 
make formal representations and that 
these rights were already enshrined in the 

planning process, although it refused to 
agree with the suggestion of third party 
rights of appeal. the 2004 document 
highlighted that within any area the 
“community” is likely to be made up of 
many different interest groups, which come 
together for a variety of reasons. 
Community groups may focus on “place” - 
the area where they live and work; or may 

Localism and Community Involvement:
Smoke and Mirrors?
By John Shaw

“Public participation is the process that is to take place when plans are being 
prepared. It is something additional  to the formal consultations that the planning 
authority undertake with other bodies directly concerned; and it is additional to the 
statutory rights of objection to a plan that has been prepared and placed on deposit.”
Paragraph 32 of People and Planning (Skeffington Report) 1969

“A change in the culture of planning means changing from ‘public participation’ (led 
by the planning authority and built around the assumption that their plan already 
represents a basis for consensus) to ‘participatory planning’ (in which diverse groups 
and agencies come together to exchange information, explore common ground and 
negotiate in an attempt to achieve consensus)”
Participatory Planning for Sustainable Communities: International experience in mediation, 
negotiation and engagement in making plans. Sept. 2003

7



focus on interests, principles, issues, 
values or religion. An interest in planning 
issues may be common to all groups some 
of which may well be well established and 
represented. In other instances interests 
may not be well organized and less able to 
engage with the formal process of 
planning. Groups may be involved with 
plan - making, or, and probably more 
commonly, with decision - taking. In the 
latter case groups commonly react to what 
they see as a threat to the character, 
history or amenity of the place or interest 
with which they are associated. 

Unfortunately many local authorities were 
often unwilling to pro-actively engage with 
either groups or individuals. This may have 
been due to;
•  an over-protective attitude and an 

unwillingness to share power that had 
relatively recently (1974) been devolved 
from county to “new” district councils;

• a lack of resources, particularly 
professional staff trained in community 
involvement; and

• a belief that communities were only 
interested in protecting property values.

However, there were many 
examples of communities and 
councils working together, 
often assisted by organizations 
like Planning Aid, to produce 
Village Design Statements, 
Village Plans, Conservation 
Area Appraisals and other 
documents that contained not 
just land use aspirations but 
community aspirations as well.

Towards the end of the 2000s 
and certainly from the  2010 
General Election onwards, 
politicians have attempted to 
raise the profile of the positive 
aspect of community groups 
with terms like the Big Society 
and Localism, although a cynic 
might say that this was merely 
a means of involving unpaid 

volunteers to provide services no longer 
being supplied by cash starved local 
authorities!

There was a lot of debate about devolving 
power down from central government to 
local communities and a lot of rhetoric 
about local communities being able to 
make decisions, especially planning 
decisions, that affected their communities.

The foreword to the “plain English guide to 
the Localism Bill” published in June 
2011stated:“For too long, central 
government has hoarded and 
concentrated power. Trying to improve 
people’s lives by imposing decisions, and 
demanding inspections from Whitehall 
simply doesn’t work. It creates 
bureaucracy. It leaves no room for 
adaptation to reflect local circumstances or 
innovation to deliver services more 
effectively and at lower cost. And it leaves 
people feeling ‘done to’ and imposed upon 
- the very opposite of the sense of 
participation and involvement on which a 
healthy democracy thrives”. 
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The Minister of State for Decentralization, 
Greg Clark, the author of the foreword 
went on to say:

“We have already begun to pass power 
back to where it belongs. We are cutting 
central targets on councils, easing the 
burden of inspection, and reducing red 
tape. We are breaking down the barriers 
that stop councils, local charities, social 
enterprises and voluntary groups getting 
things done for themselves”. 

Unfortunately, largely thanks to the 
newsworthiness attractive to the tabloids, 
the negative activities of community 
groups became more widely known than 
the positive work done by and within 
communities. The terms NIMBY (Not In My 
BackYard) and BANANA (Build Absolutely 
Nothing Anywhere Near Anyone) came to 
be almost synonymous with community 
group in the populist mind. that year, 15th 
November 2011, the Localism Act 
introduced rights and powers that would 
enable communities inter alia to challenge 
the level of Council Tax, to  express an in 
taking over the running of a local authority 
service, the right to buy assets of 
community value and the right to draw up 
a neighbourhood development plan.

The neighbourhood plan would be part of 
the development plan for an area and 
would have the statutory status afforded to 
the development plan, not just the 
“material consideration” afforded to village 
plans and design statements. 

The Act included provisions for parish/town 
councils or neighbourhood forums to grant 
planning permission for certain kinds of 
development within a specified area under 
a Neighbourhood Development Order 
(NDO). Such an Order, for example, could, 
in an historic area, allow missing historical 
features such as front boundary walls to be 
reinstated or could allow things like 
improvements to shop fronts or extensions 
to houses or other buildings.

A special kind of NDO is a Community 

Right to Build Order that could grant 
permission for development schemes, 
such as a housing scheme.

There is little doubt that a significant 
number of communities are interested in 
using the powers and rights embodied in 
the Localism Act. As Steve Wyler, the CEO 
of Locality says in his foreword to the 
Neighborhood Plans Roadmap Guide 
“when local communities are empowered 
to lead and influence decision-making, it 
makes a real difference in their area. Each 
community faces it own unique set of 
challenges but I have never yet come 
across a community where there are not 
people with the passion and enthusiasm to 
change their neighborhoods for the better; 
every community is a place of possibility”.
Generally, I share Steve’s optimism and 
enthusiasm. However, in my work as a 
parish councillor and planning consultant I 
hear many comments that disturb me.

In a meeting with our local authority 
planners about neighborhood planning the 
parish councils present were informed that 
the district council felt such plans were not 
necessary as much of what communities 
wanted could be achieved via design 
statements. In any event the district 
council did not have the resources to 
support the preparation of neighborhood 
plans (ignoring the fact that they are 
obliged to under the Act!) If this had been 
an isolated occurrence I would not have 
been unduly disturbed, but I have heard 
the same said by officers in other 
authorities and admissions that district 
councillors are not happy at seeing “their” 
powers being devolved to parish/town 
councils, and especially not to 
neighbourhood forums. In other words, 
district councils, or at least some of them, 
consider localism to stop at district council 
level! I would be interested to learn if the 
above attitude is commonplace and I look 
forward to hearing about members’ 
experiences.

Also disturbing are comments that are 
frequently heard from parish/town 

9



councils who after visiting a site of an 
application, considered it carefully at a 
meeting. Their  recommendation is then 
made on the basis of their local knowledge 
of issues in the area, particularly of road 
conditions and drainage only to find it 
overturned at district council level with no 
satisfactory explanation of why being put 
forward. The comment is then made “what 
exactly is localism if the views of the local 
community are ignored?”

Perhaps what is most disturbing is the 
concentration of power at the centre whilst 
at the same time politicians are 
expounding the virtues of localism. 
Examples of this are the amendments to 
the General Permitted Development Order 
introduced at a national level, albeit after 
the usual (token?) consultation process. 
Surely the power to make Neighbourhood 
Development Orders would enable local 
communities to make decisions about 
permitted development that fitted the 
particular circumstances of their locality. 
The patterns of development are not 
uniform throughout the country and 
therefore why should permitted 
development be uniform throughout?

Also national policy about important issues 
like fracking, wind power, (onshore or off 
shore), badger culling, HS2 and renewable 
energy seem to be being made by 
Government on the hoof without any 
debate over the issues or dissemination of 
accurate information on both sides of the 
arguments. Where is localism in this? 
Increasingly optimism and enthusiasm for 
enabling local communities to get pro-
actively involved in the planning processes 

is being undermined by what is seen as 
smoke and mirrors on the part of national 
politicians, many of whom have had little 
experience of the “real world”.

Let us hope that communities having seen 
the opportunities available through 
localism will not become disillusioned and 
give up but press ahead and seize them to 
ensure the local view is not lost. ASHTAV 
will be continuing to highlight these 
opportunities and encourage pro-active 
participation. 

Certainly I hope that the trend towards 
“grumpiness” apparent in my own views 
does not continue!
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The link between the Association 
of Small Historic Towns and 
Villages and the Historic Towns 
Forum prompts me to take a 
more comprehensive view of our 
mission to protect and enhance 
the integrity of the historic 
environment. 

Practically every hamlet, village, 
town and city has an invisible 
history as can be seen from the 
early maps of the Ordinance 
Survey.  Some older 
environments have been lost –  
some like the slums of the 
Industrial Revolution with little 
regret – others have  gone with 
less justification and some new 
developments such as the 
Garden Cities and New Towns 
have historical significance. A 
national view of our historic built 
environment can be gained from the 
settlement patterns at the  turn of the 19th 
into the 20th century, but nationally 
conservation relates almost entirely to the 
listing of historic buildings and those 
maintained by the National Trust , the 
Landmark Trust and English Heritage. The 
more comprehensive responsibility lies 
with City, Borough, District and Unitary 
Councils within whose remit lie the 
definition of conservation areas and the 
control of development of listed buildings 
and within the defined areas. To this end 
most authorities employ and have access 
to a conservation architect. The scale and 
scope of this work varies greatly as 
between village and town and city.

In villages conservation areas encompass 
mainly houses and cottages and in many, 
a church, an inn,  a hall,  a school, and in 
some, a shop and a post office. The issues  

relate mainly to residential extensions and 
an occasional new development within or 
affecting the settings of the conservation 
area. The demography of most villages 
has changed during the past half century 
as farming has retreated, farm houses 
being sold at good prices to incomers, and 
as people have moved into villages (in a 
large-scale movement academics call 
dispersal). The result has been that most 
residents can afford to maintain their 
properties and to alter or extend them 
within the design criteria laid down by the 
local council.

To this mainly residential conservation 
situation in small to medium size towns is 
added a more problematical area in the 
historic centre. Here  some of the pressure 
has been removed by the development of 
trading estates to which service industries 
and facilities have moved and by out or 
edge of town retail stores. 

Conservation in City Town and Village 
By Ray Green
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These developments have relieved the 
centre of some traffic and parking 
problems  but have also raised the 
question of the viability of the centre which 
now accommodates lower value 
businesses and charity shops lessening 
the income which can be devoted to the 
maintenance of elderly buildings.  These 
changes have been taking place over a 
few decades and occasionally the 
government has expressed its concern, 
but to little avail. The latest expression of 
hope  is that small town centres will retain 
their function as social centres and 
meeting places.   To some extent this will 
depend upon parking and traffic 
management, some towns having been 
able to separate vehicles and pedestrians. 
In most small towns that has been and still 
is resistance to expansion especially to 
new peripheral residential estates, but 
without their growth and increasing 
population the economic future of the 
centre would have been even less secure.

In large towns and cities a far wider range 
of conservation areas and issues includes 
small centres of what were once outlying 
villages or small towns, and number of 
older residential areas, the fringes of the 
city centre and the commercial part of the 
city.  Each might be defined within a 
conservation area. As in the smaller  
settlements the residential properties are 
usually well maintained and alterations 
and extensions are the main issues, and 
there maybe new development is affecting 
the setting of the area; the smaller historic 
centres mostly sited on radial roads 
leading out of the city are mostly occupied 
by small shops and businesses and 
viability is a major issue along with traffic 
and car parking. There is are seldom 
enough resources to sustain and maintain 
these centres to a standard their historic 
status requires. The same often applies to 
the fringes of the city centre, possibly 
contracting as most service functions have 
shifted to substantial out of town training 
estates which accommodate markets,  
motor agents, building trade supplies and 
a wide range of commercial activities 

which used to be sited round the city 
centre. Within the city centre the potential 
for redevelopment to raise the value of 
land and buildings places great stress 
upon the conservation of historic buildings 
and places; schemes if successful bring in 
additional resources for maintenance and 
attract more custom from a wider area.  
Great skill is needed to marry the 
commercial interests with those of 
conservation and the degree to which this 
has been achieved can be judged in such 
cities as York, Gloucester, Norwich and 
Exeter.  Accessibility and car parking are 
key to viability, multilevel parking being a 
particular design issue. Viability also 
depends on how successful is the centre 
in attracting customers and visitors from 
the suburbs and from the towns and 
villages in the hinterland, commercial 
centers being in competition.

As car ownership has increased so the 
housing, labour and leisure market areas 
have widened increasing both competition 
and interdependence in the housing 
market. People move freely between city 
town and village, while employers can 
attract labour from a similarly wide area.  
Conservationists often oppose new 
housing estates but should realise that 
without growth many historic centers 
would be at far greater risk of neglect. The 
Government  see growth as their  primary 
objective of their National Planning Policy 
Framework but also recognise the 
legitimacy of conservation and it is 
economic contribution to tourism. The 
framework contains a full section on 
“Conserving and Enhancing the Historic 
Environment” leaving mainly to local 
authorities the task of balancing the 
conflicting interests of conservation and 
development. An important role for 
members of the Forum and the 
Association is to monitor how well the 
authorities fulfill their task. For the sake of 
our historic places we need to  sustain our 
vigilance. 
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There has been a great amount 
written and broadcast about the need 
to “Save our High Streets”, which 
seems to be universally accepted as 
a  worthy objective. The writers met 
at the launch, signed up and later 
became directors of High Street 
Malvern (www.hsm2007.org.uk).

Being technophiles the key question 
is “ If you want to see the High 
Street saved, will you shop on it and 
stop using the internet?” This 
prompted an analysis of our shopping 
habits. In the last six months we 
have only visited 14% of the shops in 
the town and purchased in 12%, 
whereas  between us we we have 
made over 100 purchases on the 
internet. Not being cross-dressers, 
there is a gender bias in this survey.

Could we/should we have made 
those 100 internet purchases on the 
“High Street” and is this typical? 
Which are lifestyle changes and 
which are shopping choices?  

Reading has always been a pleasure 
and browsing bookshops used to be a 
pleasurable activity, but now we use 
e-readers and e-book samples are 
typically 40-60 pages, much more 
than is browsable in a book shop. 
Newspapers are read on a tablet, in 
bed with tea, rather than after an, 
often, cold and wet walk to the 
newsagent. Those are lifestyle 
changes.

Despite our personal commitment 

to “save the High Street” it would 
seem that we are typical in our 
shopping habits, rather than in the 
vanguard. But are we hypocrites or 
realists?

There is 77% usage of computers in 
the UK; functional illiteracy is 21%. If 
these two figures are correlated,  it 
means that over 90% of the literate 
can and do use computers. We have 
become reconciled to the prediction 
that up 40% of current retailers on 
the High Street may not be viable in 
the long term. Saving the High Street 
does not mean preserving the High 
Street but managing the change in 
order to retain a vibrant town centre. 

Confessions of a pair of hypocrites

By Jim Murphy and Dan Wild

Saving the High Street does not mean preserving the High Street but 
managing the change in order to retain a vibrant town centre
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Banning supermarkets from country 
town centers will not protect local 
retailers from burgeoning food 
shopping on line. 

Distance food shopping is far from 
new: 60 years ago customers in 
remote rural areas would phone, or 
send a post card, for their weekly 
order to be delivered by the shop’s 
van or bike (front cover).

In the longer term the out of town 
shopping parks may fare no better. 
Matthew Paris wrote in the Times: 

“Retail parks are already the past, 
doomed like high streets and 
markets. The internet changes how 
we buy and think.

I drove last Saturday into a small 
trading estate just outside Belper, 
Derbyshire: the kind of retail park 
that is said to be killing Britain’s high 
streets. Acres of space, free parking, 
stores that were really just sheds; 
retailing for which the word “shop” is 
too kind. Charmless, efficient, handy.

And it occurred to me with sudden 
clarity that this is not the future. 
This, like the 1970s shopping 
precinct, like the 1950s high street, 
like the 1880s street market, is a 
transitional phenomenon. This was a 
place for people with time to kill, who 
don’t yet do the internet properly. 
But their children will.”

Exhortations to “shop locally”, don’t 
work and shouldn't work. It’s up to 
the retailers to offer goods and 
services which their customers want. 

“The future of the high street 
isn’t going to be all about shops 
and anyone who thinks so has 
got it wrong,” Mary Portas said. 
“Where businesses haven’t 
created a place people want to 
come to, they are closing stores 
and using secondary locations.

“Secondly, it’s early days, but 
we’re seeing opportunities for 
new businesses to come on to 
the high street — smaller 
business that probably wouldn’t 
have had that chance five years 
ago.”
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There is one huge disadvantage to 
shopping on line that can benefit 
local retailers: the buyer has to be at 
home when the goods are delivered.  
“Shop on line pick up in store” is one 
of the fastest growing section of 
retailing.  Shops that act as pick up 
points attract footfall.

Save the high street... but open 
Amazon shops.
More shoppers would like to see 
Amazon open as a shop than they 
would any other internet brand.
Nearly a third of those polled, 31 
percent, wanted Amazon to gain a 
presence in the high street. The 
survey by the retail agency Live 6 
Breathe showed that 73 per cent 
were worried about the demise of the 
high street, but only half actually 
spent their money there. 

Some 22 per cent only go to high 
streets to meet friends and wander 
around, with 28 per cent going 
"mainly to window shop and browse"

If these figures are to be believed the 
arithmetic is simple: in order to 
survive the High Street has to double 
footfall; the challenge is how to 
achieve that increase. The policies 
that the authors promote are the 
enhancement of the historic 
environment, improving the shopping 
experience by “shared space” traffic 
management, more and cheaper 
parking and increasing the cultural 
facilities and activities to draw people 
into the High Street and a town App.

We live in interesting times and the 
extracts from the English Heritage on 
on page 16 give valuable pointers to 
managing the changes.
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The English Heritage report on “The 
Changing Face of the High Street: 
Decline and Revival. A review of 
retail and town centre issues in 
historic areas” is an important 
document  which Ashtav commends 
to its members , not least because of 
the the contribution of the Historic 
Towns Forum, with whom we now 
work closely.  It’s length precludes 
reproduction in it’s entirety but here 
are some extracts relevant to small 
towns and villages.

Retail development and new 
investment in town centres remain 
the most vital elements of the urban 
regeneration agenda, across the 
whole country, although cohesion and 
pride in the quality and economic 
vibrancy of our town centres arises 
from much more than just shopping. 
This is especially true in those 
locations which also have a strong 
business identity or offer wider 
attractions for entertainment, leisure, 
cultural and tourism activities. These 
centres are also often those with the 
greatest heritage qualities.

Growth in retail sales volumes is 
predicted to be significantly weaker 
in the period up to 2018 than during 
the past decade – and slower than 
both the long and ultra-long term 
(that is looking right back to 1970). 
This will potentially mean that the 
economic rationale for new 
floorspace in many town centres is 
much reduced – and the focus will 
increasingly be on enhancing and 
updating the existing town centre 
fabric. There are risks that town 
centre footfall will remain static or 
fall and many consumers will be 
highly price-conscious, as their 

discretionary expenditure falls. After 
a period of negligible (or even 
negative) real sales growth since 
2008, at best forecasters are 
predicting that real increases 
(probably of less than 1%) in sales 
during 2012 will mainly go to on-line 
sellers and multi-channel e-
commerce retailers, with sales 
through “bricks and mortar” stores 
continuing to fall.

KEY FACTS ABOUT RETAIL

Other reports provide a useful snapshot of 
the importance of the entire retail 
economy.
The following data is taken from the BIS 
website (December 2012):

UK annual retail sales are around 
£330bn, the third largest in the world, 
after the USA and Japan. The retail sector 
generates 8% of the GDP of the
UK and 5.3% of the Gross Value Added.

The retail industry employs around three 
million people. One in ten of those in 
employment currently works in the retail 
sector – the highest proportion
of UK private sector employment.

• There are 450,000 shops in the 
UK, owned by 300,000 
enterprises. 

• Shops account for more than a 
third of all consumer spending. 

• Following recent strong growth, 
internet sales currently account for 
around 9% of total sales. 

Extracts from English Heritage report
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Vacancy levels in town centre retail 
stock have increased threefold over 
the last five years and although the 
Local Data Company (UK) 
(LDC)estimates have shown a more 
stable picture during 2011 and 2012, 
the national average has stood at 
over 14% for some time. These 
national average figures for 
vacancies also hide the reality in two 
important respects – in many 
centres, there are also as many as 
25–30% of the occupied shops on 
temporary short-term lets, with little 
or no rent being paid, whilst there is 
also significant variation in vacancy 
levels, according to LDC, between the 
generally more “healthy” centres, 
closer to London and the south-east 
(often with vacancy levels of less 
than 10%) and the more challenging 
conditions in centres such as 
Blackpool, Grimsby and Bradford, 

where vacancy levels are well over 
25%.

British Council of Shopping Centers 
(BCSC) has identified that 2012 was 
the first year since its records began 
in 1983 that no significant new 
shopping centres of over 50,000 sq ft 
have opened. Retailers are adapting 
to the challenging economic 
environment and changing consumer 
shopping patterns. The impact of e-
commerce is particularly significant. 
According to Organisation for 
National Statistics (ONS)9 data, by 
July 2012, average weekly internet 
sales were over £500m – an increase 
of 14.2% on the previous year. 
Forecasts for the future rate of 
growth of internet sales vary 
markedly; the Boston Group has 
forecast that 23% of UK sales will be 
on-line by 2016, whereas Deloitte 
has suggested that this could grow 
from around 9% now to 14% by 
2015, while also suggesting that one 
major impact of this is that 4 out of 
10 high street shops could close.

In some respects, high street 
retailers are responding to the 
challenge presented by the growing 
significance of e-commerce. One 
such response is through the 
adoption of “Click & Collect” services, 
whereby customers can order a 
product on-line and then collect it 
from a local store at their 
convenience. This not only addresses 
the major weakness of on-line 
shopping, which is that customers 
may not be at home when their 
goods are delivered, but also offers 
an opportunity for the successful 
adaptation of traditional high street 
retailing. John Lewis has led the way 
in this field and Argos has recently 
reported that sales through its “Click 

past, present 
and future 

Challenges for historic town 
centres and high streets

Towns and city centres are at a 
critical point, needing to reinforce 
and redefine their role and function 
in response to huge economic 
shifts and new national policy for 
retail development. 
These challenges have a particular 
resonance for historic town 
centres where the sustained and 
successful stewardship of historic 
shopping areas, streets and spaces 
is intertwined with the health and 
future trajectory of retail activities.
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& Collect” service now account for 
31% of the company’s total.

These trends are increasing, 
leading also to the polarisation of 
the presence of certain high street 
retailers in key locations only, with 
smaller towns facing even greater 
pressures as they cannot offer the 
range of comparison shopping that 
many customers are seeking. 
Equally, people will travel further to 
visit those centres which also offer 
the range of restaurants, cinema 
screens and other leisure 
attractions in an environment 
which reflects their own style or 
aspirations. If this is not available, 
other options and e-commerce 
channels will be considered instead.

Over the past decade, consumers 
have also generally become more 
mobile and their attitudes and 
preferences have changed. They now 
seek more “experience” and a 
greater range of choice when 
shopping. As a result, trips are now 
longer – many are made beyond local 
centres – but fewer in number. 
Accordingly, there has been a steady 
but increasing shift in retail activity 
towards the larger destinations, 
which has impacts in terms of 
numbers of trips, the amount of 
spend and the stores generating the 
highest level of profit.

Many of the emerging, smaller town 
centre development schemes are 
now expected to be anchored by 
foodstores, leisure space or both. 
Food operators have become more 
adept at altering their standard 
requirements, recognising the 
benefits of securing new space, while 
accepting some compromises to their 
ideal trading or parking formats. In 
regard to the leisure element, 

Land Securities recently reported 
that leisure space had grown four- 
fold in their new development 
schemes over the last 10 years.  
Such demand is especially true in 
those town centres which have wider 
tourist or other attractions and offer 
the potential for longer stay 
shopping. Furthermore, leisure space 
is particularly significant where a new 
cinema is a key component, but it is 
especially the trend towards more 
eating out and more informal 
restaurants and catering outlets 
across town centres that is now very 
much here to stay.

Other Emerging Challenges and 
Opportunities

In a brief introduction such as this, it 
is only possible to dwell on some of 
the main trends and other factors 
which will either inhibit or stimulate 
town centre retail growth in the 
decade ahead. There are many other 

elements, including the following, 
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which will need to be recognised or 
responded to – depending on local 
circumstances. Among the more 
significant are currently:

The underlying financial “health” of 
some multiple retailers, whose debt 
levels have led to widespread store 
closures and several “pre-pack” 
administrations.

The continued rise of “value” retailing 
stores, with the main operators often 
seeking larger unit sizes.

The strong growth, even in times of 
economic stress, of many restaurant 
groups and certain popular fashion 
retailers, whose demand for new 
floorspace continues largely 
unchecked.

The decline in the number of bank 
branches and post offices, especially 
in smaller centres, potentially 
prompting the need to find new uses 
for vacated prominent and/or listed 
buildings.

The weakness in interest in the 
investment sector in town centre 
shops – partly caused by reduced 
average lease length (down from 25 
years to 7 years) and low forecast 
levels of rental growth.

The importance of emerging 
successful independent retailers, 
whose understanding of local and 
regional markets can help to foster 
stability and growth in smaller 
centres. (Local Data Company 
reports suggest that independents 
have seen growth in floorspace in the 
last year, compared with a decline for 
national multiples.) 

The limited availability of public 
sector funding support for public 

realm, transport or other 
infrastructure improvements, 
combined with the underlying lack of 
economic viability of most new 
projects. This absence of viability is 
felt in most locations, due to falls in 
retail rental values (combined with a 
lack of rental growth, due to high 
vacancy levels and low retailer 

THE WAY AHEAD

All of these retail trends – negative and 
positive – have been clearly perceived 
for much of the recent recessionary 
period. The fact that they have endured 
and been persistent for many years in 
most town centres has led to the need to 
find a new range of solutions and ideas. 
Many smaller-scale solutions are 
emerging and often the successful 
smaller centres are those which recognise 
the need to enhance local distinctiveness.

Above all, the retail sector still exhibits 
many of the characteristics of a dynamic 
and competitive environment. Those 
centres which are not able to adapt to 
new challenges and respond to ever-
increasing competitive pressures are 
likely to lose trade to those centres which 
can. 

Clearly, many historic centres have the 
advantage of an attractive and interesting 
town centre and environment – but on its 
own, this may be insufficient to ensure 
that they have a viable economic future 
in the years to come. If historic centres 
are starved of new investment, then it is 
likely that their built environment will 
suffer alongside their economic vitality 
and viability. The sensitive development 
of new retailing therefore is of vital 
importance.
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demand) and an absence of 
development finance. 

Many smaller-scale solutions are 
emerging and often the successful 
smaller centres are those which 
recognise the need to enhance local 
distinctiveness.

Above all, the retail sector still 
exhibits many of the characteristics 
of a dynamic and competitive 
environment. Those centres which 
are not able to adapt to new 
challenges and respond to ever-
increasing competitive pressures are 
likely to lose trade to those centres 
which can. Clearly, many historic 
centres have the advantage of an 
attractive and interesting town centre 
and environment – but on its own, 
this may be insufficient to ensure 
that they have a viable economic 
future in the years to come. If 
historic centres are starved of new 
investment, then it is likely that their 
built environment will suffer 
alongside their economic vitality and 
viability. The sensitive development 
of new retailing therefore is of vital 
importance.

It is important that local authorities 
recognise that many high streets, 
and town and city centres will have 
to adjust to current trends and 
manage the reduction in the number 

of retail units, in conjunction with the 
identification of other uses to retain 
footfall and vitality.

National and international economic 
pressures, compounded by changing 
tastes and preferences, have had a 
profound effect on the traditional 
town centre, leading to a huge swell 
of vacancies and voids.

Although recent years have seen an 
advent of more innovative 
approaches to major town centre 
masterplanning and retail 
development, economic 
circumstances and trends have also 
seen an increasing emphasis on 
smaller-scale interventions, where 
strategic positioning, creative 
initiatives and collaborative 
partnerships have proven just as 
effective as large-scale investments 
and physical development projects.

The full report can be down loaded as 
a PDF from:http://www.english-
heritage.org.uk/publications/
changing-face-high-street-decline-
revival/
773_130604_final_retail_and_town_
centre.pdf

A route less prone to typos:  go to 
www.english-heritage.org.uk/
publications then search “high street” 
where it is the 8th down.

Whitstable Oyster Festival
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BLUE PLAQUE SCHEME SAVED!

One of the cost-cutting measures 
that English Heritage took after its 
government-funded budget was cut 
was to close its Blue Plaque 
scheme.  Then, property developer 
turned gamekeeper, David Pearl, 
pledged £80 000 to rescue the 
scheme and London’s Evening 
Standard has promised both publicity 
and schemes to engage its 
readership in nominating fresh 
buildings suitable for plaques.

Of course, ASHTAV’S membership, 
stretched across the “provinces”, has 
not benefited directly from the Blue 
Plaque scheme but the concept has 
been copied by local amenity 
societies to enable  local schemes. 
Perhaps, those societies can learn 
that developers may be good 
partners in this work. Certainly, here 
in Buckingham when the Buckingham 
Society suggested that a plaque 
indicating the historic nature of a 
riverside plot should be erected, the 
site’s developer: W.E. Black paid for 
its erection.

Heritage Alliance Matters
Selected by Ed Grimsdale
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Coopers Warf, (plaque bottom left corner)

HERITAGE MATTERS TO 
STAYCATIONERS

Carole Souter, Chief Executive of HLF, 
said

 “We know that heritage is a huge 
draw for visitors from home and 
abroad. More than a quarter of all UK 
holiday activities undertaken by UK 
residents now involve heritage. Many 
of us will be spending our holidays at 
home this summer, so it’s a great 
time to celebrate the unique range of 
things to see and do right here on 
our doorstep.”

Local groups may care to save that 
emboldened metric ready for 
deployment when a local heritage 
asset needs a bit if cash in addition 
to their t.l.c..

Chief executive of the Campaign for 
Real Ale, Mike Benner, said the new 
rules were of vital importance for 
empowering communities.

100 pubs now 'community assets'

The number of pubs listed as 
'community assets' under the 

Localism Act has reached 100 in just 
four months, according to the 
Department for Communities and 
Local Government’s  “THE 
COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUY” 
scheme which gives communities 
the right to a six-month window of 
opportunity to bid to purchase a 
venue for themselves, if it is placed 
on the market.

The Ivy House, in Nunhead, south-
east London, was the first pub to be 
designated a 'community asset' in 
April of this year - and is now 
shortlisted for a Heritage Angel 

Award.

Chief executive of the Campaign for 
Real Ale, Mike Benner, said the new 
rules were of vital importance for 
empowering communities

"By listing their local, communities 
are ensuring that if the pub is under 
threat in the future, there is a much-
needed extra layer of protection 
which ‘stops the clock’ should it be 
put up for sale," he said.

You can use the Community Right to 
Bid to ‘pause’ the sale of buildings or 
land you care about such as your 
local pub, shop, library or football 
ground. It gives your community 
time to develop a bid to buy it.

It is important to nominate land and 
buildings to be part of a register of 
‘assets of community value’. If 
something on this register is offered 
for sale, you then have up to six 
months to prepare a bid.

See more at: http://
mycommunityrights.org.uk/
community-right-to-bid/
#sthash.Ecdhh5nm.dpuf
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Young people with a high level of 
cultural capital are more likely to 
volunteer, according to new research 
from the Third Sector Research 
Centre. 

The study - the first large-scale 
analysis of youth volunteering in the 
UK - showed that 52% of young 
people volunteer at least once a year, 
but that those who go to the theatre, 
concerts, sports events, museums or 
art galleries were 65% more likely to 
volunteer. 

Moreover, those from ethnic minority 
backgrounds were 28% more likely 

to volunteer than White British 
youths

Civic Societies often debate the twin 
issues: their ageing membership and 
“how do we engage Youth?”  This 
research doesn’t provide a cure-all 
but it may be able to sharpen and 
target our recruiting campaigns.  I, 
for one, never expected to learn that 
ethnic minority youngsters volunteer 
with more alacrity. It can be 
important when seeking grants to 
demonstrate that our schemes reach 
and engage such target audiences. 
The research may encourage us to do 
so more effectively.

The Story  of 2 Pubs in Maids Moreton, a village 1 mile from Buckingham

In the last two years, both Public Houses in Maids Moreton have closed to the detriment of 
village identity and community. 

The earlier to close was the Buckingham Arms on the link 
road to Buckingham. It will not open as a pub again. 
Have a look its picture. Can you see the “lights” in its 
roof ?  The pub is being turned into a H.M.O. , a house in 
multiple occupancy, fit for students from Buckingham’s 
independent University. 
 
The Wheatsheaf was Maids Moreton’s oldest Pub. The 
village’s Conservation Group paid to have the plaque 
placed on its white-washed façade. You will note that the 
inn dates to the 17th century. It’s has a typical vernacular 
character with a thatched roof.  

Unfortunately old buildings, particularly thatched ones 
are expensive to maintain, and you’ll note that this one 
needs much spending on it. Few pubs 
make a lot of money and that’s why 
this one has been closed: to make 
it fit for purpose,again, and 
potentially profitable would 
involve a considerable 
investment. We hear that it 
may be saved by being moved 
up-market perhaps to attract 
the wealthy students at the 
Buckingham Arms, half a mile 
away.
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The Government’s Inspector 
Says….

The constant stream of advice and 
opinions from Government ensure 
that there is never a right time to 
comment on decisions; especially as 
sympathy and promises are not a 
substitute for useful legislation, for 
which time seems seldom to be 
available, when there are other more 
pressing needs. Is that, perhaps, why 
material advice still occupies so many 
tomes?  So we welcome the trend 
towards more freedom of 
information, which might lead to the 
public being kept up to date with the 
advice (if any) to Inspectors about 
many issues. That could be useful as 
well as sometimes amusing. (Did I 
read aright on the subject of 
bungalows?).

However, the range of differing 
conclusions that 
Inspectors come to, 
in apparently similar 
contexts, is also 
encouraging, 
recognising 
differences in detail 
and supporting the 
move towards more 
focus on Localism, 
historic character 
and quality of 
environment. It has 
been reinforced 
recently by 
encouragement from 
the Chief Inspector 
to voluntary groups 
to take more part in 

local consultations, where, we are 
assured, their voice will be heard.  
We have an example of that close at 
hand here in Somerset, and a 
precedent for a response to a 
possible Appeal even nearer home in 
Bruton, both relating to Solar Arrays, 
a frequent topic of the moment. Will 
that change when fracking becomes 
more acceptable and will fracking 
have deadlines encouraging 
entrepreneurial initiatives beyond the 
rural context. 

Solar Farm ruled harmful to 
historic battlefield

A comparatively small solar farm in 
Somerset has been rejected following 
findings that it would harm the 
character of an agricultural landscape 
and the setting of an historic 
battlefield, the battle of Langport in 
the Civil War. The nine hectare array 

The Inspector Says…
Extracts from the planning press selected and annotated by John 
Bishton
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included panels 3m high, security 
fencing 2.4 m. high and security 
cameras on poles, “introducing a 
large area of closely grouped 
engineered structures into open 
fields”. The Inspector acknowledged 
that the landscape would have 
changed since the battle and the 
valley form clearly readable. The site 
is one of only forty-three battlefields 
registered with English Heritage. The 
Inspector decided that the benefits of 
renewable energy generation were 
insufficient to outweigh the adverse 
effect on the designated battlefield. 
DCS No.400-00

Anything less would be vandalism (in 
the absence of a more appropriate 
word).

Solar Farm benefit held to 
outweigh visual impact

Using the language of  the 
companion guide to PPS22, the 
inspector has ruled that “the proposal 
would “have a negligible to moderate 
impact on the surrounding special 
landscape area”. He cited 
the 3.5 MW contribution to 
the grid as a “contribution 
to the reduction of 
greenhouse gases”, and 
also promoting energy 
security
DCS No. 200-000-082

The detailed analysis of 
negligible and moderate 
impacts might get lost on 
some committees, and on 
at least one member of 
the House of Lords

Solar farm blocked on landscape 
grounds

The inspector found that the array 
would be visible for most of the year 
from points along a nearby road in 
an AONB in Dorset. It would interrupt 
the pattern of agricultural land uses 
along ridge slopes in a prominent and 
discordant manner. A development 
on this scale was bound to have a 
negative impact on the landscape’s 
intrinsic value and could not be 
sufficiently mitigated by landscaping.
DCS No.400-000-340

Visible from how far away and how 
prominently?  To how many regular 
users of what sort of road? Was there 
an alternative site?

Solar farm benefits trump visual 
impact

A 2.9 hectare solar farm has been 
allowed in Devon following a ruling 
that its value outweighs the harm to 
countryside and the setting to some 
listed buildings. It 1.5  MW is 
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equivalent to the 
requirements of several 
hundred households and 
allow the farmer to 
diversify his farm business. 
“The development would 
form only a small part of 
the extensive views of 
fields surrounding the 
settlement and not be a 
dominant feature in the 
landscape. The listed 
buildings were two grade 
one churches and a grade 
one house whose 
significance lay primarily in 
their fabric and 
architecture.
DCS No. 400-0800-840

Some new factors shown 
here. 

Might Bruton need to 
prepare for an Appeal? 
Could there be a 
compromise?

In May the South Somerset D.C., 
Area East received an Application for 
a Solar Array for a farm just outside 
the town, partly adjacent to the main 
line to the West , straddling the 
parallel road to the village of 
Brewham. The site is deep in the 
valley of the R. Brue, where the 
Flood Retention Barrier was built on 
this farmer’s land. It is a country 
road that is not a main route to 
Stourhead; the principle users are 
the villagers and a cattle haulage 
business relocated from nearer the 
town. It was not an entirely 
unexpected application, the Hon. 
Sec. of the Trust and the District 
Councillor having been visited to 
consult on sites some twelve months 

before, to talk about locations. At 
that stage there was no mention of 
scale. Only this site gives immediate 
access to a sub-station.

In May the Application for a 13 
hectare array was tabled by a 
planning adviser, agent for the 
Applicant.  The land was to be leased 
for 25 years from the farmer  Only 
the lowest part can be screened from 
the passing traffic – two or three 
seconds travelling time, with a 
similar glimpse for those rail 
travellers looking north.  A feature 
new to us is the height allowing the 
land to be grazed by sheep and the 
land to be fed which here is 
necessary, (and not cheap)-
The Bruton Trust replied guardedly, 
reserving its position whilst 
recognising N.P.P.F. guidance.

Bruton
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There was a period of peace. Then a 
swell of indignation began to arise. 
The nearest neighbour (who has 
made a massive investment in 
rescuing Durslade Farm) felt that he 
should have been individually 
consulted, and commissioned his own 
environmental report, emphasising 
the importance of the view from a 
footpath and a wood on the opposite 
side of the valley, above the railway 
and the dam. Businesses in the town 
considered themselves under threat. 
Meanwhile the Planning Officer was 
gathering opinions from other officers 
and interested bodies, including 
English Heritage and the nearby 
AONB. The Document from the 
Landscape Architect is a cogent piece 
of work, including much else from 
the N.P.P.F. and from the Peripheral 
Landscape Survey, to which he has to 
be the major contributor. But that  is 
not yet an adopted document, (or 
was not at the relevant time) so 
could it be “material”?

The Trust, (perhaps unwisely, but 
ever-helpful), set up a public 
consultation on behalf of the 
Applicant’s Agent.  It proved to be 

the usual thinly 
attended meeting. 
Some objectors came 
from an estate on which 
the array would have 
some impact. That 
impact and the view 
from over a mile from 
the Bruton Dovecote 
could be mitigated by 
planting on the land of 
another willing owner, 
but only if the array 
was reduced in size. 

The Town Council then 
called a public meeting, 

attended noisily by many from 
outside the parish and town. Things 
were going badly. Negotiations were 
not on offer about the array itself. 
The Trust’s committee met on site 
with the agent and discussion 
continued afterwards. There was 
powerful objection to the format and 
content of the Design and Access 
part of the Application, obliquely 
quoting the Trust as in support for it. 
Finally the Trust ‘s Committee 
declared against the Application.
It was taken to Committee. The Hon. 
Sec. of the Trust was able to quote 
from a letter from ASHTAV’s  
Director, who could only rely quoting 
from P.P.S 22 because South 
Somerset has withdrawn its Core 
Strategy from the current Inquiry on 
the advice of the Inspector, but 
principally, we understand, because 
of concerns about the sustainability 
of the Yeovil extension. So we have 
no valid Plan and certainly none of 
the sites the objectors claim to 
prefer.

Where does that leave us if the 
Applicant becomes an Appellant? The 
N.P.P.F  in this case is all things to all 
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men. Arrays, it seems can go 
anywhere except where they are 
proposed, supposing such sites to 
exist.

Did Government not expect that they 
would grow in number and size to 
meet a subsidy with a deadline? 

At what level is it economic to build 
an array?  How can negotiations take 
place without that knowledge? It is 
available in the case of housing; why 
not for arrays? Surely they must be 
negotiable. Do the L.A.s have the  
know –how and the resources?

Meanwhile the town is setting about 
researching other avenues.  
 

Green belt homes blocked by 
concerns about precedent

The Sec. of State has rejected an 
outline application for 165 dwellings 
in Essex, finding that it would set an 
undesirable precedent which would 
seriously undermine national green 
belt policy. It would undermine 
prevention of urban sprawl, harm 
openness and was inappropriate 
encroachment on the countryside. It 
would undermine the L.A.’s policy of 
preventing coalescence of 
neighbouring settlements, extending 
the built-up area beyond its existing 
boundaries. The Inspector had 
regarded it as a relatively small 
pocket of undeveloped land 
surrounded by urban structures and 
uses. But he supported the council’s 
view that this part of the green belt 
was particularly vulnerable, despite a 
shortfall of housing land. 
DCS No. 200-000-568
A welcome decision, just after figures 
have been released showing an 

increase in the success of such 
appeals 

Prematurity

Permission has been granted for a 
development of 209 houses in 
Warwickshire despite claims that it 
would be premature in advance of a 
new local plan. The site lay on the 
edge of a built–up area and formed 
part of a larger area identified for 
housing in a preferred options report.  
The council maintained that the area 
should be planned on a 
comprehensive basis. It complained 
that access to the site was poor and 
that the scheme provided no local 
facilities and would have an adverse 
noise impact.

The inspector placed weight on the 
absence of a five-year supply of 
housing and that it would not prevent 
adjoining land being brought forward 
subsequently. The plan was at an 
early stage and this number did not 
pre-empt the location and phasing of 
further housing. Highways had not 
objected and a condition requiring 
the construction of a retaining wall 
and road surfacing materials would 
deal with the noise issue. In allowing 
the appeal, he decided that the 
council’s requests for contributions 
were mainly justified.
DCS  No 200-000-466

This case seems to me to raise all 
sorts of issues about scope for 
master-planning, phasing and 
funding and quality of life.  Will this 
permission be regretted in future?

Landscape character holds up 
green wedge scheme
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A proposal for 125 homes has been 
denied permission on the grounds 
that it would erode a green wedge 
between two settlements in 
Somerset, despite the appellants 
claim that the site’s rural character 
would be changed substantially by 
another approved development 
nearby.
DCS  No:100-080-223

Part of the diversity of our 
countryside lies in the variety of 
settlement patterns we have 
inherited. This has to be a factor in a 
variety of ways of solving housing 
need. It is a matter of opinion which 
is the greater problem, wedge –filling 
or ubiquity of certain designs.

Another of the sort

A proposal for a development in 
Leicestershire has been rejected 
despite its identification for housing 
in a draft council document. Local 
policy dated back to a 1987 Structure 
Plan. The appellants pointed out that 
a nearby rural settlement was 
identified as a rural centre for 
growth. The council agreed that up to 
100 homes would be required and an 
emerging development plan 
document identified the site for 
housing. The council said that a 
shortfall in delivery should be spread 
over the remainder of the plan 
period, and thus a five-year supply 
could be demonstrated. The 
applicants wanted delivery in line 
with Governments aim to improve 
supply. They wanted the 20% buffer 
requirement to be applied. The core 
strategy inspector had accepted the 
council’s method, which won the day, 
despite a railway embankment 
providing screening for the proposed 

development, which would have 
closed the gap between the two 
settlements.  
DCS  No. 100-080-753

This is a part of the country where 
Shire County is meaningful, and 
identities and distances between 
places can be maintained without 
necessarily reducing sustainability. 

Swamping

Costs have been awarded against a 
developer the volume of whose 
appeal application ran 
a statement with 51 
appendices and and a 
hearing statement of 
nearly 24,000 words, 
nearly eight times the 
limit recommended  in 
the Good Practice 
Guide. The applicant 
was attempting to 
support a scheme 
having a combination 
of off-grid technologies 
making it independent 
of external gas, 
electricity and water 
supplies in an 
inherently 
unsustainable location. 
It included two 12 
metre high wind mills 
that would detract 
from the site’s open 
aspect and was of 
utilitarian appearance. 
The approach was 
unlikely to be widely 
applicable, requiring 
land for supporting 
infrastructure.
DCS  No:  
100-080-211
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Attention seeking  in the wide open 
spaces.?  But does an exceptional 
house have to be one that could or 
should be replicated. A new sort of 
Fonthill?  

Village homes justified by land 
supply shortfall

The Sec of State has accepted an 
inspector’s recommendation to allow 
300 homes on 15 hectares on 
farmland in Leicestershire. The 
Council accepted that it could not 
claim a five-year supply of housing 
sites. The scheme’s benefits in 
providing gardens, landscaping, high 
quality design and choices of 
sustainable transport modes 
supported developments of the sort. 
It might also reduce flood risk for 
some householders. It was 
substantially in accord with the 
development plan though it lay 
outside development boundaries and 
sustainably located only a fifteen 
minute walk from a village centre.
DCS  No: 200-000-380. 

Which leaves one wondering why it 
was not already earmarked.

Housing need assessment 
confined to parish level

Two proposals for eight and twelve 
affordable homes in an East Sussex 
village have been dismissed as an  
inspector judged they would exceed 
local needs. A local plan defined 
“local housing need” at parish level. 
But a recently adopted core strategy 
used the term without reference to a 
geographic zone. The appellants 

pointed to 1700 people on the 
housing waiting list in the district. 
But the inspector said it would be 
contrary to wider sustainability 
objectives to allow more homes than 
needed in the village.
DCS  no:100-080-195

There would need to be very 
compelling reasons.  Availability of 
work, perhaps. How would that relate 
to age-profiles?

Try and Try again

A council has 
won costs 
against a Surrey 
farmer who 
persisted with 
appeals after 
being warned 
that the council 
would seek 
costs. Having 
concealed a 
house behind 
straw bales 
when building it, 
he twice sought 
Lawful 
Development Certificates, 
unsuccessfully invoking the four –
year rule. The High Court ruled that 
he could not benefit from his 
deception even if the house had 
stood for more than four years. The 
third time the council warned him 
that it would seek costs if he 
persisted, but he did so and the 
inspector again ruled against him and 
awarded costs to the council.
DCS  No: 100-080-847

No comment.
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High Street Malvern (HSM) attends a 
monthly meeting Technology for Tourism, 
where interested users meet with 
developers. www.techtourism.net. In this 
environment it became apparent that the 
guided town walk produced by the civic 
society should be available to smart phone 
and tablet users for self guided tours.  
HSM does not have the financial resources 
to commission a professional developer for 
this project.   So how to accomplish? 

The easy options were explored first. 
Making a website on a smart phone 
template looked promising.  But we do not 
have a town wifi. So publishing as an 
downloadable e-book was explored.  That 
too looked promising, but wasn't neat 
enough as the pages were all different 
content and thus size. The bullet was 
bitten, an app it had to be.

There are lots of browser based app 
authoring companies and a quick Google 
search found a website evaluating the top 
five.  Top of the list was Appery.io.,  I 
checked out and trialed all five, but Appery 
looked the most promising.  I write web 
sites in Rapidweaver (on a Mac desk top) 
and Appery io. uses the familiar drag and 
drop technique which suits Apple users.  
The key came during the research that 
'Apps are just a series of connected 
screens'.  So I signed up for the free 
version. That version lets you make three 
pages before requiring a subscription. 
Whilst making those three pages I 
contacted Appery.io support and was 
delighted to get immediate and very helpful 
responses.

Lots of templates were tried and evaluated 
before settling on a very simple one. I soon 
used up my three free pages, but on  
examination of the price list found the  'not 

for profit' option.  To my delight HSM's 
application was accepted!  

I thought of adding some hints and tips 
here, but the support from Appery io 
makes it superfluous, besides who wants 
tips from a beginner when expertise is to 
hand.

At the moment the app is in Android format 
only, it is not distributed through an app 
store, but hosted on the High Street 
Malvern website and located via 

Building a Town Trail App
By Dan Wild
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a QR code.  At the time of publication we 
are are investigating how best and in what 
other formats to publish. 

I struggled a while with annotating maps 
until a friend recommended the free 
Android phone app 'My Tracks'. Switch on 
the app, pocket the phone, walk the trail 
and you have it. Amazing and free!

With one app in the bag, a tour of the 
Priory, Malvern's parish church is the next 
project.

With all the trial and error deciding on a 
format (template) It probably took me 
about 12 hours to get the hang of the 
application,  I'm no teenage whizz kid. 
But many more hours refining it, currently 
Mk27 and GPS location of the map page 
and higher resolution photographs yet to 
be added.

See what was achieved by downloading 
HSM town Walking Tour app using the QR 
code below.
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Until recently this complex had been 
on the Buildings at Risk register. 
Fortunately, it has been bought for a 
new use by Hauser and Wirth Gallery 
Ltd. and will be given a new lease of 
life; of that more later.

Building began in 1768. It was 
designed as a new model farm, with 
the large cross-barn, facing west 
across the farm-yard coming first. It 
is not certain that there was a 
previous farm-house on the site but 
that is probable.  There is at least 
one indication of an earlier building 
attached at the eastern end of the 
east-west limb, at foundation level.  
For other reasons the façade does 

not face the very large stable-block, 
across the farm-yard, a more usual 
pattern at this time. Earlier farm-
houses were linear, not l-shaped. The 
façade on the road with the arms of 
Berkeley is likely to be the newer 
part of the house. The Gothic 
windows proud of the rubble surface 
of the rear limb are likely to be later 
insertions; probably the local rubble 
was once plastered.

The chosen site would have been 
relatively close to the Abbey’s Home 
Farm near the main river, but that is 
not significant, as it may not have 
been large; it served a small abbey. 

Durslade, the Deer slope
By John Bishton
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(Nearly all Augustinian abbeys were 
small)  

Durslade was planned as a part of 
the new fashion in aristocratic 
farming theory, in tune with late 18th 
century mood and science, and its 
location in a planned landscape is its 
most important aspect. The form 
of the name needs dating if at all 
possible. It has an antiquarian 
ring about it.  A century later, 
this farm first, at least 
nominally, served a much larger 
area, when the Home Farm site, 
nearer the town, became an 
industrial area.  Farmer Jackson 
also leased fields for sport to a 
growing King’s School The 
holding contracted but further 
new, intensive methods and 
markets evolved. In the late 
nineteenth cent more work was 
done on site, with new pigsties, 
and later, enlarged cow-stalls. 
Further buildings went up in the 
early 20th cent. After the war it 
became only a relic of its former 
glory.  In recent years the 
pasture land has not been 
intensively worked; that is  now 
a gain for nature. 

  The Durslade site had belonged 
to the Berkeley family, Lords of 
the Manor since 1546, at the 
close of the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries.  They were royal 
retainers who had the great house at 
the south of the church, overlooking 
the Abbey Park to the West of 
Durslade, and Abbey lands to East 
and West.

The four buildings listed Grade 2 
form a symmetrical group and are a 
fortunate survival rare in the West of 
England, where most of the landed 

estates were smaller than those 
transformed by great landed 
contemporaries elsewhere, during 
what is known as the Picturesque 
period. This is an imprecise period, 
beginning tentatively in the 1740’s  
and in full swing at the dawn of 
Romanticism around 1760, so the 

last Lord Berkeley was not behind the 
times. Commerce was following 
culture, that of the French classical 
landscape artists. 

The architect of Durslade is not 
known. Its design blends a number 
of fashions reflecting the interests of 
the “age of improvement”, the 
emerging taste for gothic ornament 
set against the classic proportions of 
an earlier period, and probably 
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hinting at the elderly, childless 
owner’s nostalgia for centuries of 
family greatness.  This group was 
conceived as part of a Picturesque 
landscape, to be seen from an 
entertaining horse-drawn 
promenade, or a Summer stroll, a 
circuit around the Park and the 
Ponds. It served as a landmark in the 
vista from the mansion, in which the 
Dovecote also played a role as an 
eye-catcher. That is why the family 
arms are to be seen on the new 
farmhouse and it does not, as might 
be expected in some grander 
designs, face across the farmyard.  
The use of vernacular materials in a 
traditional manner was a product of 
their high quality and local 
availability, while maintaining their 
appropriateness to the status of a 
tenancy.  As a commentator wrote, 
“The great farmer is nearly mounted 
to a level with the gentleman”. 

How the buildings were used, and 
their relative scales, were also in part 
the results of the new science of 
animal husbandry, as well, doubtless 
as their master having a shared 
fondness for the hunt fashionable 
amongst his aristocratic peers.  The 
large size and scale of the high 
quality stable-block is notable and 
significant.   A working farm, for 
sure, but one where some peoples’ 
pleasure was other peoples’ work, at 
a time when there were nearly two 
workers available for every job, and 
most of the work was ministering to 
the pleasures of the former group. 
Contemporary great houses that 
were used for lavish entertainment, 
such as the big house across the 
track, were finished in ashlar or 
plastered; the farm-house here is in 
stone. 

  This was a pivotal moment in 
agricultural history. Improving the 
land and the livestock went hand in 
hand with improving oneself. There 
were beginning to be more books on 
noblemens’ shelves. The art and 
science of the industrial revolution 
were now applied to animal health 
and economics.  Deer still played a 
major part in this, as a change from 
game, salt beef and mutton for the 
table, as well as being a visible 
delight from the dovecote and the 
“Abbey”. Even at the beginning of the 
20th cent. a letter records that the 
walls around the Park were eight foot 
high all around; they are not now.

 Cow–houses and over-wintering 
came into fashion later, so are not 
part of the original plan.  Nor, by this 
time is a dovecote, though 
previously, it been a part of farm lay-
out for centuries.  By 1760, no 
improver would have contemplated 
having one included; it belonged at a 
lower social level; and perhaps, here, 
the luxury squabs for the masters’ 
table were newly available from 
across the Park though that is not 
certain.

The other large building in the 
complex, the cross-barn, occupied 
most of a third side of the yard. On a 
West-East axis the prevailing wind 
was used to winnow the corn. It also 
provided storage for fodder, a place 
for vehicles and maintenance and 
construction, even rural jollification. 
Some great barns, successors to 
medieval tithe barns, had removable 
floors on which to work, above tiled 
or cobbled ones; we do not know 
about this one. It has superb Keinton 
flags, undated.  This enabled a 
variety of uses and made “the 
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hundred year floor“ a good 
investment 

The theorists of improvement 
recommended grouping buildings 
around a courtyard as giving better 
protection for stock and produce. The 
stable–block is on an east west axis, 
with a blank wall at west, to afford 
protection from the prevailing wind, 
and small apertures made it easier to 
control temperatures. 

The symmetry and logic of the 
original lay-out has been 
compromised recently, by moving the 
granary, when it was restored with 
grant-aid from its previous position 
adjacent to the threshing barn, to the 
present site near the road. Its new 
position near the gate is more 
convenient, visible and interesting. It 
frees space usefully for additional 
development and increased 
pedestrian flow towards the shared 
garden space. With the stables, too, 
great care was taken with the 
flooring and drainage, for health 
reasons. Grazing was close at hand 
and breeding controlled. Improved 
tracks and roads enabled the use of 
less robust and more comfortable 
vehicles for much travelled guests. 
And, for any landlord, landscape–
gardening was more economic, that 
is, cheaper on labour, than the earlier 
gardening methods used in the 
Classic French-derived designs of the 
previous century. Fields enclosed by 
miles of the now fashionable 
“enclosure” hedges both saved and 
caused miles of walking. Yet, despite 
these advantages, the cottages of 
Milton Abbas, another park, housed 
four families each!  So, doubtless 
also, Bruton, where the workers 
walked in from the town

A number of additions were made to 
Durslade, beginning about a hundred 
years later with the same stimulus, 
that of modernising farming practice 
to serve new markets and 
businesses. They are identifiable in 
the Victorian brickwork, with 
additions for cattle and later for 
piggeries, filling the spaces to north 
and south of the barn. An engine 
house and a machine house were 
added.  Distribution of cheese, and 
lessons in how to make it were part 
of Josiah Jackson’s educational 
involvement in the Bath and West 
Society. The coming of the railway 
made possible the sale of milk to 
distant locations. The farm was again 
a fount of ideas at the turn of the 
twentieth century and the farmer 
was a governor of the new Trade 
School. When Stourhead passed to 
the National Trust in 1918 the farm 
was sold to the Gilling family, who 
farmed it kindly until recently.

 The unceasing stream continues to 
flow through the farmyard to the 
canon’s fish ponds, across a 
turnpiked road,  and northwards to 
the King’s School, when once it had 
served the Priory and the house.  
Now it goes down a sink-hole to 
avoid damage to the embankment, 
into the aquifer from which some is 
pumped, then on, below the surface 
of the cricket field, to King’s School.
In 2012, Hauser and Wirth 
successfully received full planning 
permission for each of the farm 
buildings at Durslade Farm to be 
sensitively renovated. Hauser and 
Wirth is well known for its 
sympathetic approach to restoring 
historic buildings and giving them a 
new lease of life as contemporary art 
spaces. Hauser and Wirth at Durslade 
Farm is expected to open in 2014

36



So Durslade is on its way to a further 
rejuvenation through an injection of 
shared, international, cultural values, 
in our multi-mobile twenty-first 
century society. That interest goes 
together with an investment from the 
new owners. We, the town and wider 
society, have much for which to 
thank Hauser and Wirth Galleries.  

History and innovation are coming 
together again in new, exciting ways 
which fit this context splendidly, yet 
with discretion.  This is more than 
just the regeneration of a problem 
legacy. The purpose of Enabling 
Legislation for Buildings at Risk is 
being splendidly fulfilled.                                      
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COOKHAM SOCIETY’S summer 
newsletter contains the really good 
news on its back page.   Four 
beaming smiles of the ladies, led by 
Shez Courtney, who for 4 ½ years 
worked to prepare Cookham’s 
Village Design Statement which 
has recently been adopted as a 
Supplementary Planning Document. 
It was due to be launched

locally on the 2nd August.  It is the 
first of its kind in the Royal Borough.  
Their hope – that it will preserve the 
quality of the Cookham villages into 
the future. It is soon to be tested 
perhaps, as we read of an Application 
which seeks incursion into the Green 
Belt for an affordable housing 
scheme, challenged on five grounds 
by their Plans Committee – Green 
Belt, Need, Impact on Neighbours, 
Traffic & Parking, Infrastructure.  Also 
drawn to members’ attention is the 
surprise announcement made by the 
Royal Borough’s Insurance & Risk 
Manager at the recent Flood 
Workshop “that he was unaware of 
any Risk Assessment which pointed 
to the closure of the Causeway 
during flood conditions”.  Of even 
greater concern perhaps has been 
the “2013 Sewage Summer”, a 
result of Thames Water apparently 

ignoring a formal warning issued by 
the Environment Agency in 
September 2012.   It is thought the 
Little Marlow treatment works, 
reconstructed less than ten years 
ago, with tunnels driven so that raw 
sewage could be transferred there 
from the old Wycombe Marsh site, 
had virtually doubled the volume to 
be treated.  The Society is looking to 
the Environment Agency to live up to 
its slogan of “creating a better place” 
and use all its regulatory powers to 
force Thames Water to operate as a 
considerate neighbour and in 
accordance with its discharge 
permits.  A photograph shows a 

“boom”- installed to capture solids 
entering the Thames.  One has to 
wonder – given the recent changes 
to speed up planning, plus the 
emphasis in all Core Strategies for 
the provision of thousands more 
homes, whether sewage systems 
anywhere will prove equal to the task 
ahead. 

Their Society’s Planning Audit is 
now complete and their Committee is 
shortly to meet the Borough’s Head 
of Planning to discuss ways of 

improving the development control 

Items of Interest extracted from Member Societys’ Newsletters 
Selected by Anne Lock
Please remember to send a copy of your magazine or newsletter to Anne at
anne.lock12@btinternet.com
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process.  Several concerns were 
raised which included non-disclosure 
of pre-application advice to 
applicants which it was felt should be 
made available to the public. 

SONNING & SONNING EYE’S 
”Bridge” magazine refers to an event 
organised by the Society at Hall 
Place, Burchetts Green.  It was led 
by Dr. Andy Brown of English 
Heritage, where they discovered the 
importance of “settings” to 
heritage assets and learned how 
this influences the enjoyment and 
preservation of such sites.  Readers 
are presented with another acronym 
and another threat in AND NOW 
OUR OAKS TOO which presents a 
controversial attempt to deal with the 
issue of OPM caterpillars (or 

Thaemetopoea processionea) which 
threaten oak trees and are a risk to 
human/animal health.  Their name 
derives from their habit in late 
spring/early summer of moving in 
nose-to-tail processions; creating 
distinctive white, silken nests; 
leaving tell-tale trails which discolour 
over time and become more difficult 
to trace.  They have thousands of 
tiny hairs that contain an irritating 
substance, thaumetopoein.  Contact 
with these causes itchy skin, sore 
throats and possible breathing 
difficulties – and there is no need to 
actually touch one as the hairs are 
blown about by the wind!  At 

Pangbourne, ten miles distant, the 
Forestry Commission controversially 
undertook the spraying of woods by 
helicopter, which alarmed 
conservationists who feared for the 
ecosystems.  Unchecked, however, 
these pests can strip whole oak trees 
bare of leaves, leaving them 
vulnerable to other pests and 
diseases. The Forestry Commission 
website offers short, sharp advice: 1) 
do not touch or approach nests or 
caterpillars  2) report siting to them  
3) seek medical advice if seriously 
affected (or vet for a pet).  These 
creatures were found in London in 
2006, in Pangbourne in 2010 and in 
2011 spread to east London and 
larvae were also found in Sheffield 
and Leeds.  The most likely source is 
from newly imported saplings for the 
retail gardening trade. 

Volunteers have joined with Chiltern 
Archaeology, based in High 
Wycombe, to learn how to identify 
different types of rock and then how 
these were used for building and 
tools.  Further research looked at the 
use of different building stones in 25 
notable buildings in the area.  Some 
of the results “Stories in Stone” can 
be viewed at their useful website :
http://www.chilternarchaeology.com/ 
stories_in_stone.htm.   Sonning’s 
moment of fame comes soon when 
Episode 6  “Wetlands” of BBC1’s 
Britain’s Big Wildlife Revival hits 
the screens on Sunday, 29th 
September at 5.35 pm. 

A visit to the Society’s website will 
also allow one to view photographs 
taken at the annual royal census of 
mute swans – swan-upping – from 
the time the censors passed through 
Sonning on 17th July last. The full 
report of an interesting tale of a 
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“water feature” at the home of Alan 
Stratton at Manor Barn will also be 
available there. More than the 
average gnome-infested fibreglass 
lined pond.   A lead spout discharges 
fresh water into a tank close to the 
house which leads to three parallel 
channels which cross under a bridge 
before the water discharges into a 
large circular pool. It then disappears 
underground with quite a system of 
valves and sluices to control the flow 
which varies considerably according 
to the season, individual channels 
separated by beds of lavender, iris, 
box and hydrangea. It is a part of 
Sonning’s secret spring and may be 
compared with the Lutyens-designed 
rill at The Deanery. Thames Water 
have tested the water at Manor Barn 
and report it is drinkable. Alan 

Stratton has even wondered about 
bottling his very own Sonning 
mineral water. Eau du Manoir 
anyone?  

In October the Re-introduction of 
Red Kites to the Chilterns during 
1989-1994 is the subject of a talk by 
Nigel Snell, the project co-ordinator 
for their re-introduction. A member 
recalled being with Nigel early on in 
the programme and being awed “by 
some 80 kites streaming into a single 
wood at dusk” but they have now 
become a very familiar sight to those 
who journey along the M40.  

It is announced that a defibrillator 
is to be installed in the listed K5 type 
telephone box outside the Pearson 
Hall – hopefully it will not be needed 
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by any of those participating in the 
walks that have been organised for 
Sonning’s HODS weekend! Members 
were informed of recent approvals 
granted to planning applications for 
August Field and the Fire Station 
site.  Both were opposed by 
neighbours, the Parish Council and 
the Society.   Their objections 
centred on the height and mass of 
the buildings and its urban 
appearance at the threshold of the 
village, whilst there was some relief 
that in the latter case an adjacent 
new detached house had been 
refused permission.  However, the 
developer’s plan now includes the 
whole of the Fire station site and a 
Section 106 payment will be made to 
the Borough Council. It was felt both 
illustrated the adversarial nature of 
the current planning process and 
whilst tempting to give up, in the 
long term the solution is to draft 

guidelines that are adopted by the 
planning authority and used to mould 
new development so that it is 
sympathetic to the unique nature of 
the villages.  

Sonning Conservation Area 
Appraisal (CAA) is one such 
document in which to describe the 
essence of Sonning and the key 
elements that make up our heritage. 
The final review has been delayed 
due to the Borough Council’s 
preoccupation with the update of the 
Wokingham Borough Development 
Plan, in its final stages of public 
consultation.

 Jane Birdsall, Conservation & 
Engagement Manager at Packwood 
House, near Warwick, contacted the 
Society in July to inform them that 
they hold the Visitor Book that was 
current in 1905 (the house was given 
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to the NT in 1941). An entry dated 
1st October 1934 is a beautiful 
watercolour by Margaret Williams 
of Sonning, who wrote a note on 
the painting “A house to dream of, a 
garden to dream in” which had been 
used by them as their “strap line”. 
Jane offered to send a copy of the 
painting “which we at Packwood so 
admire”. Margaret Williams’ son-in-
law John Edmonds is the Society’s 
President who responded to the offer, 
explaining that he was the last 
member of her family living in 
Sonning, Clement, the MD of Huntley 
& Palmers who had died in 1963. 
That he had several of her 
watercolours and would be delighted 
to have a copy of the Packwood one 
to add to the collection. Their 
Chairman, Bob Hine, has since 
visited Packwood and returned with 
the copy. The house & garden are 
open from 1st May to 3rd November 
and fully justify Margaret Williams’ 
description.  

TOWCESTER & DISTRICT LOCAL 
HISTORY SOCIETY magazine 
contains its usual mix of interesting 
items, the first of which concerns the 
archaeology of Moat Lane where 
Cotswolds Archaeology have 
discovered several interesting Roman 
stone features.  Three circular stone 
foundations situated several metres 
apart (six in total later revealed) 
were thought to have supported 
timber or stone columns of a Roman 
building. In Brian Giggins’ opinion the 
limestone remains of the lower 
foundations of the town wall, erected 
sometime between AD 170 and 190 
were revealed. At their AGM the 
Chairman, John Morris, reported 
good attendance at meetings and 
continued regular contact with the 

planning departments on 
developments which might adversely 
affect Towcester’s CA.  A small group 
was being trained by Brian Giggins to 
help on this aspect.  

Many town events called for the 
Society’s participation – the WIs 
“Picnic in the Park”, St. Lawrence 
Flower Festival, Rotary Club Fete all 
required a display, whilst Brian led a 
walk around Towcester which 
attracted people from across the 
country.  The Towcester Hinterland 
archaeological project has continued 
with public displays at Nether 
Heyford, Wellingborough and 
Towcester of Roman artefacts 
excavated forty years ago by Roy 
Turland at Woodburcote. They were 
represented at the Mayor Making, 
Sponne School Prizegiving and the 
Victoria County Histories launch. 

Book sales had risen due to an outlet 
in the recently opened Museum.  Dr. 
Drew Gray, Senior Lecturer in 
History of Crime at Northampton 
University spoke of the murder in 
1788 which rocked the sleepy village 
of Pattishall and led to Thomas 
Gordon being hanged for the murder 
of a police constable.  His father, 
Francis, used his influence to speak 
to the Duke of Gloucester, King 
George III and the Home Secretary, 
as a result of which his body was 
released for burial in his home village 
of Whittlebury.  Brian Giggins’ recent 
research found 1903 was the year 
when the first car was stolen in 
Towcester!  He also discovered new 
material in the Fermor-Hesketh 
collection of papers at the Record 
Office regarding local mills. That 
existing has a date stone of 1794. A 
new wheel was installed in 1848, 8’ 
high x 10’ wide, which was in use 
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until 1895 when a more efficient 
turbine was installed. The mill leat 
and bridge were known as Fermor, 
Pomfret or Hesketh bridge – built in 
1710.  The Exeter & Plymouth 
Gazette in 1887 reported that Sir 
Thomas Hesketh, about to set sail for 
America, had been arrested at 
Liverpool docks on a charge of not 
keeping the bridge in good repair!  
Another mill to the south, was used 
for chipping tree bark for the tannery 
of William Drayson and a much 
earlier mill on Silverstone Brook, plus 
a windmill, were shown on the 1675 
Ogilvy map near Besses Lane. 
Towcester’s most famous inn. The 
Saracen’s Head, recently 

underwent significant restoration and 
now looks worthy of its place at the 
heart of the 17th & 18th century 
coaching road system. It has 
changed little, a fire in the entrance 
area invariably alight to greet 
travellers. Whilst outbuildings had 
changed and its yard was much 
reduced - Charles Dickens, who 
stayed in Towcester in the 1830’s 
whilst travelling the country to 
experience a Britain about to be 
irrevocably changed by the 

industrial revolution would recognise 
it still.   Essentially agrarian, people 
generally lived out their lives in the 
locality of their birth which made for 
the rich variety of language, accent 
and custom which Dickens was to 
exploit in his novels. The Saracen’s 
Head was a rich source of human 
entertainment for him, famously 
distilled into the election meeting in 
Eatanswill (i.e.Towcester) for his first 
great success “The Pickwick Papers”.   
The arrival of rail in 1838 meant 
many coaching inns became a thing 
of the past.  Towcester’s famous inn 
fortunately avoided this fate and 
survived until the coming of the car.  
A major refurbishment was 
threatened in the mid-1980s but 
TLHS had been formed and Ray Gray 
was in post.  His natural aptitude for 
things legal and a genial, combative 
manner made the Society’s view 
known in the SNDC planning 
department. However, a section of 
the back wall was about to be 
demolished when, as luck would have 
it, Ray happened to be walking past.   
Realising the situation Ray stepped in 
and a hasty site meeting was 
convened - the three hundred year 
old inn lived to fight another day. 
Now, 2013, and further proposals for 
modification and modernisation were 
afoot. Its carriage entrance from 
Watling Street was threatened, with 
the creation of a new access via a 
door in the front façade.   Comments 
were submitted to the Planning 
Committee and to the Society’s relief 
the Saracen’s Head recently 
reopened having been restored 
sympathetically to a high standard. 
Perhaps not quite the bustle that 
greeted Mr. Pickwick and his party in 
1828, but with the recent 
improvements at The Bull, The 
Stables and The Folly, Towcester is 
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starting to regain its reputation for 
hospitality as enjoyed at the height 
of its coaching days.  

Victor Ashby’s home was 
demolished in 1993 to make way for 
administrative buildings for Sponne 
School. The Society objected 
“because the man who built it in 
1890 was a pioneering engineer, well 
known in motoring museum circles, 
who produced a very early steam car 
with three iron wheels! The Society 
remain surprised there is no 
recognition of his innovative work in 
the town. The History of the Can-
Can somehow found its way into 
their most recent newsletter, headed 
“Archaeology Special”!  The talk 
was given by David Price and 
illustrated by photos and film clips. 
His book, published in 1990s, was 
republished in 2012. From country 
dancing in stately homes where 
participants formed two lines so 
couples could “gallop” between them, 
to the 1840s where the man picked 
up the woman and carried her about, 
Can-Can dancers became well-known 
celebrities both in France and 
England. The dance was banned in 
France in 1870 but revived in 1880 - 
it was at that time that the frilly 
underwear and black stockings were 
introduced. A second hand 35mm 
camera obtained by Paul Howard 
led to a lifetime behind the lens.  He  
forthwith converted the bathroom 
into a darkroom. First to be published 
were of crowds of motorbike 
enthusiasts during the Grand Prix at 
Silverstone but his big break came 
in 1987 – the only freelance 
photographer among a mass of 
national newspaper photographers at 
Towcester Races where Princess Anne 
was one of the jockeys.  Two laps 
long, the professionals who had 

stood by the last jump moved, during 
the second lap, to the finishing line, 
but Paul remained – and lucky that 
he did so as Princess Anne fell off her 
horse and he obtained a series of 
photographs including her walking 
unhappily to the finish. Various Fleet 
Street newspapers were not 
interested in his amateur offerings, 
until they realised they were 
newsworthy,  The Sun even arranged 
a motor cycle courier to collect and 
transport them to London.  A career 
in photography followed but it is not 
one he would recommend today as 
digital cameras and mobile phones 
have undermined the profession. Do 
visit their website to appreciate the 
archaeological work being 
undertaken in Towcester which is the 
main feature of this edition.  

A detailed report on Martin 
Rowling, a retired Culworth 
blacksmith, explains why he had 
decided to build a six hour clock 
using methods and tools of 200 years 
ago. He was humbled at the 
craftsmanship that had existed in the 
past and was determined to create 
something himself.  Handmade by 
him over a period of seven years, it 
was finished just in time for the 
Culworth village celebrations for the 
Queen’s Jubilee of 2012.  It weighed 
2 ¼ cwt and made of steel, rather 
than wrought iron, simply because it 
was bendable. It has a two day 
winding system, adapted so it would 
strike during the day but be silent at 
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night. Planning permission had been 
needed to place it on the gable wall 
of his Forge and scaffolding was 
needed to put the clock in place. 
Once again nothing modern was 
used.  He obtained ash poles, 
reminding people something similar 
had been used when ancient 
cathedrals were built.
The clock generally keeps good time 
and is certainly a step up from a 
sundial!  As for cost – in time – very 
high, but in cash terms, Martin had 
no idea!

TOTNES SOCIETY ‘S “TOTSOC” 
magazine has fine photographs, on 
this occasion they particularly feature 
the Church of St. Mary which sits 
on a rise just outside the village of 
Berry Pomeroy.  A smaller 10th 
century church occupied the same 
site before being rebuilt during the 
fifteenth century.Two gnarled yew 

trees shade the church yard and a 
few well placed seats allow one to 
admire the wonderful views. The 
detail of the interior is lovingly 
described by Lawrence Green, who 
mentions its north tower and recently 
well-restored royal arms on a 
wooden panel commemorating King 
William III and Queen Mary, who held 
their first informal parliament in a 
thatched cottage on the road to 
Stoke Gabriel before visiting Berry 
Pomeroy Castle as guests of Lord 
Seymour.  Painted under the lion and 
unicorn are the words ‘Fear God and 
Honour the King.’ For Lawrence the 
most exquisite thing in the church is 
a small modern stained glass window 
at the western end of the south aisle 
near the church door, 
commemorating the death, in 1951, 
of Fanny Emma Harrison who was 
born in 1876.

45



The church also contains a display to 
remind visitors of the American Army 
camp that existed near the village for 
several months before D Day, the 
time of Operation Tiger. A war 
memorial to a young American officer 
brings home the sacrifices made by 
young GIs in 1944 and 1945.  

The End of the Planning System? 
was the question posed to planners 
and developers at a recent discussion 
sponsored by the Estates Gazette. 
Peter Rees’, the City of London’s 
Chief Planning Officer’s comment was 
damning: “what the government has 
done is to dumb down 
planning……....the government is 
tearing up the planning system. I 
often feel ashamed that we have a 
weaker planning system than many 
African countries”.  Paul Bennett, 
therefore, spoke of his distinct 
pessimism as the area approached 
the preparation of the Local 
Development Plan for South Hams 
District. It was felt that under-
resourced and demoralised planners 
are retreating to their bunkers to 
undertake a “tick-box” exercise. 
Master planning, once the territory of 
planners, will be left to developers 
where community interest will 
inevitably be the loser against 
commercial interests. South Hams 
has already suffered a debacle, the 
developer’s leading planning barrister 
“destroying the Council’s witnesses 
with the ease of a machine gunner 
mowing down advancing infantry in 
the First World War”, Inevitably the 
applicants won the appeal with 
further ignominy for the District 
Council in being ordered to pay part 
of Linden Homes’ costs. It was felt 
that requirements for the provision of 
affordable housing had been 
weakened yet further, so what 

prospect exists for the creation of a 
balanced community?  

Heritage – and Totsoc felt people 
needed to be reminded of the pearl 
that is Totnes so far as old buildings 
were concerned. Working with Grove 
School (and Mitchell Trust) they 
developed a project so pupils as part 
of their Year 3 curriculum contributed 
to a leaflet which highlights ten of 
Totnes’ historic sites. Children’s 
drawings and handwritten 
descriptions appear for each one, 
whilst on the reverse is a map and 
guided walk. Free and available at 
the TIC, Museum and on some stalls 
at the Elizabethan market - they are 
disappearing like hot cakes!  

In the Chairman’s Chat, Judy 
Westacott reminds members that 
although their thoughts of Totnes 
might feature the historic buildings, 
small specialist shops and river, 
South Hams has an area of 906 
sq.kms and in 2010 was estimated to 
have a population of 83,700 in 
42,000 households.  Dartmoor 
National Park accounts for 19% of 
the area with 27 SSSIs. At the 
moment, 92% remains green space!  
At the forefront of the Transition 
Towns movement, members were 
reminded of the need to continue 
that educational process.   With 
continued monitoring of planning 
applications and encouragement to 
developers to provide well-designed, 
sustainable homes, the Society must 
be just as vigilant in protecting the 
town’s rural setting which has, over 
the years, contributed to what makes 
Totnes, Totnes.  

“Victorian News from Totnes” we are 
told is a delightful slim volume 
written by Dr.Todd Gray which gives 
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the reader many glimpses of how the 
people ot Totnes lived during the 
reign of Good Queen Vic. It is derived 
from a range of newspaper reports 
(copies exist at the Study Centre 
dating back to 1861). Reports of her 
Coronation and Memorial Service 
begin and end his book. Among the 
themes covered are politics and 
elections -very dirty and messy even 
by today’s standards. In October 
1859, for example, the Duke of 
Somerset issued eviction orders to all 
his tenants who had voted contrary 
to His Grace’s wishes in the recent 
Totnes election! The reviewer 
personally enjoyed reading about the 
accidents: the chap who got tangled 
up in a lady’s crinoline and broke his 
leg; when one of the boats from the 
Dart Rowing Club sprang a leak; and 
on 16th September 1887 there was a 
report of Mr Rew’s tricycle colliding 
with Mr Eynon’s on Bridgetown hill. 
They both came off apparently and 
Mr Eynon ‘only suffered a shaking.’ 
Poor Mr Rew though, (who, we are 
informed, en passant, had run the 

brewery during Mr Dobree’s absence) 
suffered ‘... a broken collarbone, 
concussion of the brain and other 
injuries.’ The report ends by stressing 
that he ‘is in a very precarious state.’ 
There are reports of plenty more 
accidents too – after all the book 
spans a sixty year period!  
Fundamentally, people do not change 
much from one era to another. We 
get glimpses of how the town 
celebrated, how people relaxed, how 
the poor were treated, what sort of 
petty crimes were committed, and 
how as a consequence the 
perpetrators were punished.  Dr 
Gray, is a Fellow of the Royal 
Historical Society and taught at 
Exeter for several years, is an 
historian with a special interest in 
local history. He has written a 
number of books on Devon, and 
Totnes figures large in his work. 

KIRBY LONSDALE & DISTRICT’S 
magazine reports the celebrations for 
the Society’s 40th Anniversary year, 
marked by a commemorative plaque 
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being placed on the wall of 10, 
Queen’s Square and a well-attended 
coffee morning at Plato’s.  Also the 
official unveiling of the Devil’s Bridge 
Interpretation Boards by Henry 
Bowring, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of 
Cumbria with representatives of 
almost all their sponsors, councillors 
from parish, district and county 
councils, members of the public and 
committee members.   

David Smail wrote to say that the 
Civic Society came into being as a 
result of attempts to prevent the 
demolition of the Queen’s Square 
houses. He had bought Number 10 in 
1977, which at that time was 
condemned and being used as a 
furniture store for an antique 
business at the bottom of 
Mitchelgate. The kitchen range in the 
living room fireplace was in such 
good condition he was tempted to 
keep it in situ, but common sense 
(and his wife) prevailed. 

A plaque on the front stated 
“Moorhouse Kirkby Lonsdale”.  It was 
sold to an antique dealer who owned 
the main part of Thurland Castle who 
installed it in the kitchen there. A 
large oak beam on the ground floor 
was impossible to move – a visit to 
No. 8 explained why – their beam 
was David’s also!  A few years earlier 
his neighbour had bought and 
modernised it. Finding that the 
rooms above were not aligned with 
those below at any level, he built a 
wall from top to bottom, separating 
what was to be my house from his.   
It is only one brick thick and makes 
no allowance for large oak beams. 
Around this time David was told his 
home was the only one with a cellar, 
latterly used as a coal store, but it 
contained a fireplace and chimney, 

plus another fireplace with some 
beautifully carved niches such as one 
might find in a church.  It was some 
time before I learnt that these were 
for people to stand their ale to warm 
by the fire. Peculiar insulation existed 
between the ground floor ceiling and 
first floor floorboards. It resembled 
peat or compost. Years later I learnt 
that the man who lived there in the 
1940/50s kept hens on the first floor 
and the insulation was indeed 
“compost”! At that time Harry only 
used the living room and slept in 
front of the fire every night with his 
feet propped up on the kitchen 
range. David was also told that at 
one time the top floor was one long 
room over all of numbers 2,6,8 and 
10. A staircase running up the back 
of the house was far too steep for 
modern building regulations and had 
to go.  

During demolition David discovered 
an alcove in the back wall which 
when tapped, sounded hollow, so 
curious to see what lay behind David 
whacked it with a pickaxe. Not a 
good idea - as when he looked 
through the hole he was staring 
straight into the bedroom of number 
4!  It was an old doorway, just 
blocked off by a single layer of lathe 
and plaster, so at some time number 
4 must have been connected to 
number 10!  Lastly, a section of wall 
was removed at the bottom of the 
old staircase at what would have 
been the gable end of the old house 
before a smart new building went up 
against it. Here David came across 
the remains of an old wooden 
staircase from an area now occupied 
by the neighbouring house. There 
were signs of a fire, much of the 
wood having turned to charcoal. This 
was walled up and plastered.
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The Society had supported the 
proposed Yorkshire Dales 
National Park boundary 
extension and plans for the 
next twelve months include 
working with the Conservation 
Officer to develop a 
Management Plan for the 
Kirkby Lonsdale Conservation 
Area, producing 
Interpretation Boards for 
Market Square, Swinemarket 
and the bottom of Mill Brow. 
The autumn course is entitled 
'Rural Society in 
Lancashire and Cumbria 
c17501850' and will be led 
by Dr Michael Winstanley.  
James Thompson has researched the 
history of the Drill Hall – now the 
Sale Room, and found it was built in 
1897 by the Border Regiment for the 
use of the Kirkby Lonsdale Company 
of the Second Volunteer Battalion of 
the Border Regiment, which also 
included recruits from 
Ingletonunkindly and Sedbergh.   It 
was nicknamed “The Kirkby Lonsdale 
Dog Shooters” by a regular army 
officer!   Around 1907 it was 
occupied by 'E' Company 4'" Border 
Regiment (Kirkby Lonsdale 
Detachment) with Frank Pearson, 
Captain, and William Foster 'The 
Armoury' drill instructor — the 
armoury - previously a potting shed 
was improved by bars at the windows 
— which remain there to this day.  
Used by the Volunteers and then the 
Territorial Army, the hall hosted the 
Yeomanry Ball on occasions before 
WW1 - usually carrying on until 4 
am. The Farmer's Ball was also held 
on numerous occasions and also 
Hunt Balls. The shooting range was 
in the field just west of Hophouse 
Lane. The Drill Hall was the signing 

up point for the young men of the 
area in WW1. 

Amongst them was a young Jonty 
Wilson who, due to his skillful 
horsemanship, had what proved to 
be an adventurous and wide-ranging 
four years. Some of the other 
soldiers were not so lucky, ending up 
in the trenches. During the war it 
was used at times by the Lancashire 
Fusiliers who with their boots are 
credited with ruining the reputedly 
superb sprung dance floor.  Between 
1919 and 1946 the Drill Hall 
continued to be used for its original 
purpose plus dances and occasional 
concerts. In the thirties 'The Kirkby 
Lonsdale Physical Culture Club' was 
formed and run by PC James Black — 
at the time a British Police Wrestling 
Champion. He was very highly 
regarded by many of his students.
In the second World War it became 
the headquarters of the Kirkby 
Lonsdale Home Guard, and was also 
used by the constantly changing 
soldiers of the Training Camp at 
Lunefield. It is strange to think back 
to a Kirkby ringed by barbed wire, 
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trenches and a machine gun 
emplacement. The latter was just 
outside the bottom touchline of the 
QES rugby pitch and covered the by-
pass. A sandbagged emplacement is 
still just visible on the west bank of 
the river down from Underley Bridge. 
The Home Guards were commanded 
by Captain Crompton of Leyfield. He 
was a genuine army Captain and was 
a bluff, larger-than-life figure. He 
always expected to be addressed as 
Captain even after the war!

CORSHAM CIVIC SOCIETY’S 
journal Spotlight has a front page 
emblazoned with the dates  1973 – 
2013  their Golden Jubilee, 
celebrated at the AGM in May “In 
Words” and in November “In Music” 
each having a distinctly Corsham 
flavour - or sound!  

This year has also been a time to 
celebrate a centenary – for in July 
1913 the women who participated in 
the Land’s End to London 
Suffrage Pilgrimage received “a 
kindly welcome” in Corsham, in stark 
contrast to the events in Bath, 
Chippenham, Calne and Marlborough 
where it is reported they were 
chased from house to house, pelted 
with rotten fruit, and in the latter two 
towns, not only stoned but had their 
wagon threatened with being tipped 
in the rivers which flowed through 
the towns!   And these were the 
women of the non-militant wing of 
the suffrage movement – the 
suffragists!  The town’s Victorian 
photographer, Herbert Spackman, 
recorded their arrival and Miss 
Frances Sterling responding to the 
welcoming speech outside the Town 
Hall. As a result, a small group came 
together with the aim of creating a 
re-enactment. For three months 
sculptor Andrea Garrihy, with Anna 
and Margaret, created life size 
models in a conveniently empty shop 
in the town centre which served as 
the Suffrage HQ where people could 
call in to perhaps tell the story of a 
great grandmother involved in the 
cause, offer advice or present family 
photographs or a first day cover to 
be displayed at the six week 
Exhibition which was to follow in the 
Library. A long list of local 
organisations were roped in to help 
and through the Chippenham 
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Museum it was discovered 
Dreadnought South West Associates 
had raised funding and would be 
touring a new play “Oxygen” and 
were willing to perform excerpts and 
join in the group’s celebrations, but 
more of that in the next issue! 

The Corsham Summer Festival in 
June promoted a Chalk-athon and the 
peacock logo (which mirrored the 
Pilgrims’ cockleshell brooch) was 
designed by Andrea who with Anna 
(turning at that moment for a chat) 
can be seen in the photograph below, 
both wearing the green, red and 
white sash of the suffragist cause. It 
was a great advert, drawing a wide 
range of people into the Suffrage HQ 
and generally putting the re-
enactment on the map.

In fact the Society were to greet the 
Curator of Chippenham Museum last 
March, Melissa Barnet, when she 
spoke of the museum and collectors 
– 66% of the population collect a 
variety of items, it is one of the 
major hobbies of the western world. 
There were ten reasons for collecting 
– firstly knowledge and learning – 
then there is personal pleasure such 
as match boxes (curnyxaphilists) and 

ties (grabatologists). Men tend to use 
the loft for storage whilst women 
display collections around the home! 
Chippenham Museum was founded in 
1963 and serves a wide community 
with objects ranging from the 
Neolithic period to the current day.  
They have over 7000 postcards, oil 
and Tanner paintings but Melissa was 
keen to promote Alfred the Great 
who had a hunting lodge at 
Chippenham.  

April brought Dr. Christopher Kent 
to the town to give an enlightening 
talk on the extraordinary figure of 
George Gay, 1771-1833, a local 
stonemason, composer, poet and 
organ builder who published a 
volume of sacred music in 1827. The 
organ of Monks Chapel was 
completed by him after three years 
work.  In 1833 he revised and 
corrected a Collection of Tunes 
adapted for use by the Wesleyan 
Methodists by Thomas Hawkes of 
Williton Somerset.  Its preface 
contains reference to the “double G 
clef” devised by George, which it is 
said to “stop women squawking”!  

Jane Browning attended the public 
examination of the Wiltshire Core 
Strategy when the Inspector was to 
consider the Chippenham & Corsham 
Community Areas.  Contentious as 
two sites for housing and 
employment for Chippenham 
happened to be within the Corsham 
Community Area, at Patterdown and 
Showell.   Regardless of the 
Inspector’s decision where these are 
concerned, two developers are busy 
with their “public consultations” on 
two Greenfield sites to the west of 
Corsham. 
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Armed Forces Day was celebrated 
in June and the magazine records 
that in his speech, Cllr. Pearson made 
particular reference to two Corsham 
residents, Mervyn Salter and Fred 
Andrews, pictured at the Parade, who 
had recently travelled to Scotland to 
receive their Arctic Convoy medals. 
The crowds broke into spontaneous 
applause and the editor was later 
told that the four Petty Officers had 
joined in - by clapping behind their 
backs!

LICHFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY’S 
newsletters arrive regularly and most 
begin, understandably, with their 
Committee’s concerns regarding 
planning and the Core Strategy.  

Their Examination was due to 
commence on 24th June and the 
Committee took the decision not to 
submit further evidence - of failure to 
cooperate with neighbouring local 
authorities - as that may have 
caused the Inspector to delay the 
Plan further, increasing the likelihood 
of existing planning applications for 
major housing development 
succeeding in the consequent 
vacuum. However, an additional note 
was forwarded to the Inspector 
stressing the importance of 
considering housing numbers, 
location and Green Belt issues 
together, since they are interlinked.  
His attention was also drawn to the 
absence of timetabled discussions on 
highway infrastructure and city car 

and coach parking. A letter 
was also sent to the Lichfield 
Mercury setting out the 
Society’s position on City 
Centre issues. As a result an 
invitation was received to join 
further working groups led by 
the Council – they already 
attend the Streetscene Group 
from which a positive result 
has come – a footpath link is 
now in place between Tesco 
and Aldi, thus ensuring a 
much safer pedestrian route 
between the two stores.  

Their members were 
surprised to hear from Fiona 
Stuart, the Director of 
Lichfield Festival, that it 
had now been with us for 32 
years.  It has evolved into a 
multicultural celebration 
which really does reach all 
parts of the local community.  
For many the Festival is the 
only cultural experience for 
many people and Fiona 
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admitted she was used to answering 
those who claim it is elitist by 
informing them of the 63 main 
events and 131 fringe, catering for 
all tastes. In 2012, 2,500 school 
children took part in workshops and 
2013 will see younger persons 
involved through the Aspire 
programme. Fiona spoke of the 
major shot in the arm the Festival 
gives to the city’s economy.  
Calculations show that in the ten 
days of the Festival £1.6m is spent 
and despite the state of the economy 
ticket sales have continued to grow 
steadily. The most unusual success 
story of the Festival remains …. the 
pigs.  They continue to haunt Fiona 
since they appear to have struck a 
chord with the media who at times 
prefer “pig stories” to publicising the 
range of exciting cultural events 
which she and her staff continue to 
organise! 

Their Committee were somewhat 
dismayed to find that Lichfield City 
Council, who have requested 
comments on a Neighbourhood 
Plan, had chosen a theme of 
employment, whereas it was felt the 
environment might be more 
appropriate for the local community. 
The Committee felt that changes to 
Town Planning – to allow change of 
use of buildings which had 
previously required planning 
permission – would result in a loss of 
Council income due to a reduction in 
planning application fees, hence the 
LAs may find a reason to refuse. 

In May the Society welcomed local 
historian Patricia Scaife who spoke 
of Richard II, The Bishop and 
Lichfield. It is recorded that on 
Sunday 8th September 1398 – the 
Festival of Nativity – was an occasion 

when many citizens would have been 
watching the procession of Clergy as 
they emerged from the Cathedral to 
meet John Burghill, the new Bishop 
of Coventry and Lichfield, come to 
take the oath of loyalty.  Already the 
Bishop of Llandaf, this was 
promotion.  Amongst the dignitaries 
were 3 Bishops, 4 Dukes and the 
King of England.  He was a 
Dominican Friar, which was unusual 
as members had to earn a living. By 
awarding him promotion, King 
Richard was rewarding him for being 
his father confessor. Richard’s father 
and grandfather also had a 
Dominican confessor – their secrets 
were safe. Patricia reported that 
Richard’s first wife, Ann of Bohemia, 
had died in 1394 and it was evident 
from the effigies on their tomb that 
the couple had been devoted to each 
other.  The king married again, to a 9 
year old girl, but this was a political 
marriage and there were no children.  

King Richard II was a great patron of 
the arts, notably encouraging 
Geoffrey Chaucer and may ultimately 
have been responsible for our 
speaking English today rather than 
the French generally spoken by the 
medieval court.  Many pages of 
subsequent newsletters deal with the 
Core Strategy again but there is one 
paragraph with which everyone 
across the country will undoubtedly 
agree: “For those who are not 
professional planning specialists the 
sheer bulk of policy documents, 
background papers and 
representations combined with the 
complexity of the issues form a 
hidden barrier to fully participating in 
the consultation and hearings 
processes. Whilst the Government 
has promoted the Localism Act 2011 
to devolve more decision making 
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powers to individuals, communities 
and councils it remains to be seen to 
what extent in this planning process 
the views of the local community 
carry weight. Hopefully the Inspector 
will be persuaded by the 
representations and supporting 
comments of the Civic Society, the 
very well researched contributions of 
the Residents Alliance, individual 
residents groups and others that 
there is a need to modify and 
improve the Plan.

STOW & DISTRICT CIVIC 
SOCIETY’S summer magazine 
heavily promotes the 2013 
Cotswold Festival and a 
heartfelt plea for volunteers to 
help at ALL Festival events – and 
not just the Monday.  

The AGM held on 6th June was 
supported by 41 members but the 
Treasurer reported that 
membership was slightly down on 
previous years and whilst funds 
were still healthy due to income 
from other sources, the 
Committee had decided 
subscriptions did need to increase 
to £8 (£14 for a couple) with 
visitors charged £4 to attend 
meetings in order to cover the 
increasing costs of speakers and 
travel expenses.  It was decided 
to take forward a member’s 
suggestion of a portable amplifier 
and contributions were also 
requested towards the cost of a 
museum cabinet.  

Following the business of the 
AGM, there was a talk on the new 
developments at Chedworth 
Roman Villa.  

Sadness was expressed at having 
to bid farewell to two stalwart 
members of the Society over 
many years, John and Jean Oxley, 
who are moving to the coast.  

The design of the Museum 
Cabinets had been finalised and 
an order placed via STC offices. 
The Coach Route Map had now 
been issued to many coach 
companies and published in the 
Coach Drivers magazine. Leaflets 
remain in Lucy’s Tea Room to 
hand to those coaches parked 
facing the wrong way, i.e. South, 
meaning their only exist from the 
Square is via Digbeth Street.  
They still await the arrival of the 
Highways Authority to repaint the 
worn parking bay lines in that 
area to prevent cars impeding the 
Coach Route. The Wells leakage 
around Upper Well had not been 
repaired, due in part to problems 
with vandalism so the re-seeding 
of that area is on hold. 
It was also reported that the 
Battlefield Walk went ahead as 
scheduled on March 24th - despite 
several inches of snow.  It was 
thought that had the weather 
been similar in 1646 the battle 
may never have taken place!  

Dr. Nicholas Herbert treated 
members to a wide-ranging 
picture of road transport from the 
18th century and the Georgian 
Turnpike era to the arrival of the 
railways in a talk entitled 
Coaching Inns & Traffic in 
Georgian Gloucestershire. 
Road tolls were introduced by the 
end of the 17thC and the 18thC 
saw the introduction of the 
Turnpike Trusts, when groups of 
gentlemen and tradesmen could 
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raise loans and charge tolls for 
the repair of roads.   Financial 
mismanagement was rife and it 
was 40 years before any major 
improvement was seen. The main 
transport method was the pack 
horse and carriers often rebelled 
against the charges and 
destroyed the toll gates. By the 
1780’s the roads were used by 
wheeled vehicles and many of our 
roads today were constructed for 
use by carriages.  In some cases 
cuttings were excavated to reduce 
the gradient, corners reduced in 
severity and new river crossings 
constructed. Cheltenham was the 
fastest growing town in the 
Georgian period.  More Acts were 
passed in the 19thC and we then 
moved into the “Golden Age” of 
road transport of the Victorian 
era. Coaches competed with each 
other to set the fastest times, 
with journey from Cheltenham to 
London took 2 days in the 
summer and 3 in the winter, but 
this sometimes led to accidents.  
Mail coaches set the benchmark.  
They were built to a common 
standard and a network of inns 
and innkeepers provided for the 
drivers and horses and they 
carried armed guards against 
highwaymen. Wealthier travellers 
would use the Posting Service, in 
Post Chaises, driven by post boys 
– the taxis of that period – 
stopping at superior hotels.  A 
return journey from Gloucester to 
London would cost approx. £25 
compared to £2-3 on the 
stagecoach.  The arrival of the 
railways in the 1840’s had a 
major impact on these “romantic” 
times of horse drawn transport, 
exemplified by a famour painting 
showing a disused stagecoach 

body used as a shed in a garden 
by the railway, the last mail coach 
running in 1854. 

Broughton Castle, described as 
“about the most beautiful in all 
England” was visited in May.  It 
was built in 1300 as a fortified 
manor house by Ralph de 
Broughton whose brightly 
coloured restored tomb can be 
seen in the adjacent parish 

church.  In 1377 it was sold to 
William Wykeham who later 
crenellated the walls and in 1450 
it passed to the Fiennes family, 
Barons Saye and Sele. The double 
title originates from family estates 
in both France and Kent and the 
family name from the small town 
of Fiennes in northern France. It 
was transformed by Richard 
Fiennes in 1550 from a mediaeval 
manor into a Tudor style house, 
but the central part retains its 
1300’s origins.  The Society were 
fortunate to be guided by Martin 
Fiennes, son of the present Lord 
and Lady.  Do visit the Society’s 
website to read the detailed 
history uncovered during their 
tour.  

Medicine in Gloucestershire 
1500-1800 showed that the 
Barber-Surgeons were one of 
the most common medical 
practitioners of medieval times as 
the Fellowship of Surgeons was 
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merged with the Company of 
Barbers by a statute of King 
Henry VIII in 1540.  They split in 
1745, but the last vestiges of the 
trade remain in the red and white 
striped barber’s pole, said to 
represent the blood and bandages 
of their earlier role as 
bloodletters. (But beware when 
abroad in some parts of Asia it 
also signifies a brothel!) Another 
link to the past is the surgeon’s 
use of the term “Mr” rather than 
“Dr” dating back to the days when 
surgeons did not have a university 
education Also nowadays they do 
not perform haircuts! 

Brian Frith for the Bristol & 
Gloucester Archaeological 
Society of 1900 gives many 
insights into the practice in 
Gloucestershire – again do visit 
the Society’s website to read a full 
report – but in 1630 Roger Botley 
of Berkeley restored some faith in 
his profession by refusing a bribe 
of £10 from Joan Lawrence to 
give her husband “something that 
might cause him to dye by 
Michaelmas the next following”.  
She was reported to the 
magistrates, but made off. Not 
surprisingly her husband was not 
prepared to have her back, for 
fear that “she should at some 
time or other do him some 
mischief”.  And who could blame 
him?   

Montague Archibald Abbot, 
known as “Old Mont” lived in the 
hamlet of Fulwell.  On the wall of 
the cottage he named “Biddy’s 
Bottom” is a blue plaque stating 
“Old Mont, Carter, Shepherd & 
Storyteller, lived here from 
1961 to 1989”. He was born in 

1902 the son of a bootmaker in 
Oxford, but from the age of three 
onwards he spent the rest of his 
life in Enstone, beginning his 
working life as a cowman on a 
farm on the Ditchley Estate, but 
as farming practices changes he 
spent most of his time 
shepherding. His young 
sweetheart Kate died of 
pneumonia a short time before 
their wedding and he never 
married. Writer, Sheila Stewart, 
sat at his kitchen table for two 
years and recorded his 
recollections, later collated into an 
autobiography “Lifting the Latch” 
faithfully reproducing his words 

and dialect. He could just 
remember the last year of 
schoolhood, in 1915, playing 
down the street in the dusk one 
evening “when the old Super 
comed down the Lidstone Road in 
his horse-drawn police vehicle”. 
He summoned the children to 
gather round. “Chilern! Motors is 
coming. After tonight all you ‘ere 
children must no longer play in 
this ‘ere road.”  He warn’t upset 
over the job; he were just 
solemnly a-warning us like, for 
our own safety.  But somehow, all 
us knowed it be the end of an 
era.”
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VALE OF EVESHAM & 
DISTRICT SOCIETY’S newsletter 
focuses straightaway on a 
planning matter which is of great 
concern.   The Vauxhall Inn 
(directly in front of the Armonry 
Heritage Centre) first was the 

subject of a planning application 
for change of use, with the 
retention of the pub and addition 
of a take away, including a drive-
through element.  In May this 
changed – no longer a public 
house but a “Take Away 
Village” – a collection of 
takeaways serving Pasta & Pizzas, 
Fish & Chips, Chicken Dinners & 
Hamburgers. That mouth 
watering selection to be 
augmented by a drive-through 
element to allow the fully mobile 
to collect their dinners without 
leaving their car seats. The site is 
an eyesore in the town centre and 
it may have gone through 
unchallenged had the Civic 

Society not joined with the Vicar 
and the Historical & Simon de 
Montfort Societies to oppose it. 
Earlier in the year there had been 
a decision by the Society to set in 
motion the creation of a 
Conservation Management 

Plan for the Abbey Precinct and 
Heritage Lottery Funding was to 
be sought to finance the study, 
not appreciating at that time that 
there was such an immediate 
threat. Cllr. Sandalls has taken 
the application to Committee and 
a decision date has been delayed, 
but the Society pleads that as 
many people as possible take the 
opportunity to comment on this 
horrendous proposal. 

The Town Quay was restored as 
a result of a Society initiative 
some years past, but the notice 
board explaining its history had 
become vandalised. 
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Further pressure and a financial 
contribution from the Society and 
Town Council has achieved its 
replacement.  Sadly the site 
adjacent to this has been allowed 
to become a sordid space, filled 
with litter. Responding to 
widespread concern, Housing 
Minister, Nick Boles, came to 
Wychavon on 17th May to speak to 
the Chief Executive of the DC and 
members of his planning team. 
Peter Luff, their local MP chaired 
the meeting and representatives 
were invited from across the 
district. A “useful exchange of 
views” took place and the Minister 
listened to the concerns 
expressed by all concerned with 
the effects of the NPPF. 

Subsequently the chairmen of all 
three local Civic Societies met 
with Giorgio Framalicco, Head of 
Planning, to discuss the impact of 
these policies locally.  Evesham 
pushed for local listing of 
interesting buildings which are not 
protected by statutory legislation;  
the future of Conservation 
Officers and the housing provision 
generally. Giorgio provided the 

following figures for projected 
housing building incorporated in 
the S.Worcestershire 
Development Plan by 2030 – a 
rise of 4,200 for Evesham; 2,500 
for Droitwich and 1,700 for 
Pershore. Relative to their present 
size, Pershore is expected to 
accept a much bigger percentage 
increase than either Droitwich or 
Evesham, but Evesham will take 
over from Droitwich as 
Wychavon’s biggest town. A 
further meeting on Local Listing 
is planned.  

Progress has been made on the 
Town Plan however.  A Key 
Stakeholder Meeting and Public 
Meeting have been held and a 
series of others focussing on a 
variety of topics is planned and it 
is hoped people will really get to 
grips with the things that can help 
to make their town a much better 
and prosperous place to live.
Members were encouraged to visit 
the website and fill in the 
questionnaire. 

A New Bridge for Evesham – is in 
place, temporary, but an asset 
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nonetheless. By a curious 
coincidence the bridge had been 
placed almost exactly where many 
people felt a temporary road bridge 
could be placed so the engineers 
could have the opportunity and time 
to build a fine new bridge to replace 
the Abbey Bridge.  There was talk of 
innovative designs, heralding a new 
future for Evesham.  The main 
benefit is that it allows a good view 
of the marvellous gardens between 
the river and Waterside.

TROWBRIDGE CIVIC SOCIETY’S 
magazine heralds the changing face 
of the town. Some may recall that it 
was reported that sites had remained 
derelict for decades as the County 
had plans for an inner ring road.  
These empty town centre sites are 
now being filled with new housing, 
whilst a hotel and cinemas have filled 
the old Tesco site. Still awaited is 
movement on both the Bowyer and 
Peter Black sites and the smaller, but 
equally prominent, Margaret 
Stancomb site.   The outskirts of 
town are changing too, spreading 
ever further into the surrounding 
green fields.   What is of particular 
concern is the amount of 
development proposed for the 
eastern side of the town, and 
members are encouraged to read the 
“Campaign for a Better Trowbridge” 
article.  Is this “urban sprawl” what is 
really wanted for their town?  

In the CBT article Ken McCall 
explains that 6,000 new homes are 
proposed for Trowbridge in the Core 
Strategy, equivalent to another small 
town, but just making Trowbridge 
bigger has not magically transformed 
their town in the past. Consultants 
have drawn up plans for 
improvements for over a decade, but 

nothing ever appears to happen as a 
result.  The Tesco and Usher site 
redevelopments are a move in the 
right direction, but there is a need to 
thoroughly update the railway station 
area, to make it more welcoming and 
easier for those arriving and walking 
into town.  Several brownfield sites 
remain and eye-sores need sorting 
out. The River Biss, despite the 
recommendations of a string of 
planning consultants, still looks sorry 
for itself and hardly provides a 
pleasant river walk through town. 

Perhaps hope may lie in the new 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
which developers will soon have to 
contribute for every house they build.  
It can be used more widely than the 
previous Section 106 payments. 
Campaign for a Better Trowbridge are 
determined to press for CIL 
contributions to be used to directly 
benefit Trowbridge town centre, 
rather than being used solely for the 
large scale road improvements 
associated with greenfield 
development - the choice they fear is 
favoured by Wiltshire Council. 

The Society’s own detailed response 
to the proposal for the Bowyer’s site 
is reproduced in full for the benefit of 
their members.  Encouragement is 
also given for them to become more 
involved by reporting the Society’s 
response to those planning 
applications affecting the town in 
previous months. We have yet to 
hear whether the Committee’s 
excellent idea for placing references 
and details of current planning 
applications on the Society’s website 
has yet prompted a reaction from 
any of their members. 
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Andrew Jones’ “Two Hundred 
Years of Zion Baptist Church” 
recalls that January 1813 saw two 
very significant events happen in 
Trowbridge.  The birth of Isaac 
Pitman on the 4th and the forming of 
a new church on the 6th – the Zion 
Baptist Church.  Both are connected 
by the fact that Samuel Pitman, 
Isaac’s father, although an Anglican, 
was the first Sunday School 
Superintendent at the Church when it 
started in 1828, perhaps because 
Isaac’s mother was a Baptist having 
been baptised in the mill pond at 
Ladydown by John Warburton, the 
first pastor of the church in 1824.  A 
group of 41 members, 
whose experience of the 
Back Street Chapel 
(later Emmanuel) under 
a new Miinister, Richard 
Davis, was not to their 
liking, met to begin with 
in a first floor room on 
Wicker Hill, now No. 5.  
It is now occupied by 
Pearson May, Chartered 
Accountants. Zion 
Chapel in Union Street 
was opened in June 
1816.  The previous 
year John Warburton 
had become their 
pastor and so many 

crowded into the upstair room to 
hear his preaching that they had to 
build the chapel.  Many events are 
planning during the year and it is 
hoped the building will form part of 
HODS on September 28th, with tours 
and a bi-centenary exhibition.  

Roger Jago gave a thoroughly 
amusing talk after the March AGM on 
the subject of Fairs in Victorian 
Times. This was enlivened still 
further by Roger’s reading some of 
the local newspaper accounts – 
reporters in those days seeming to 
delight in writing long, tongue-in-
cheek accounts. The town was given 
a Charter for a fair in 1200 by King 
John, when fairs were ainly for the 
selling of food, cattle and other 
goods. The original fair took place 
over three days in July. By Victorian 
times, although the selling of pigs, 
cattle, horses and food, especially 
cheese, was most important, when 
the fair lost its Charter in 1892 it had 
become mainly an event of 
entertainment. Areas such as 
Timbrell Street, the Town Bridge and 
the Parade were the major areas for 
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horse, cattle, pig and cheese 
auctions. These were augmented by 
plenty of other stalls – freak shows, 
music, theatres, performing animals, 
boxing booths, etc.  Gradually the 
auctions were less and less popular, 
uneconomic, and the entertainment 
side took over.   One of the most 
popular was the freak show where 
“disabled” people made a living 
exhibiting themselves – dwarves, 
bearded ladies, giants, fat women, 
even the “man with three legs and 
four feet” were reported.  There were 
coconut shies, Punch & Judy shows, 
waxworks, shooting galleries and 
roundabouts.  At first these were 
driven by hand but soon they were 
steam driven. By the 1890s other 
attractions had begun to take over – 
excursions by train, works outings, 
etc. and the fair was “abolished” in 
1892.  Roger’s lively presentation 
made the fair come alive, although 
members shuddered at the thought 
of live rat eating as entertainment!  
Postcards & Ephemera are drawn 
to member’s attention by Peter 
Collier who, whilst searching on the 
internet for a picture, discovered a 
gold mine of old photographs on 
Flickr.  He explains it is an online site 
where people can display 
photographs they have taken 
themselves, or ones they own. He 
discovered a very large collection of 
old Trowbridge ones and asked for 
permission to use a photograph and 
received the following reply “I have 
somewhere between 900-1000 cards.  
I have been collecting for a few years 
and have met many other collectors 
who buy items and then hide them 
away. I did not want to do this as 
history should be available to all, so 
share the gallery with everyone  you 
can and feel free to leave comments 
on the pictures”.  He then asked for 

help to identify some of his 
“unidentified” ones!  He is always 
looking out for the very rare 
postcards, so keep me in mind if you 
hear of any and if I buy them they 
will also be added to the gallery for 
all to see.   Just credit me as “A 
Trowbridge Collector”. 

The website can be found at http://
www.flickr.com/photos/
93838966@N02/

Shown are some unidentified ones – 
and members are encouraged to 
contact the editorial team or reply 
directly to Flickr if they can help

Their magazine ends with a quiz set 
by Mike Johnson – a collection of 
photographs of twenty Trowbridge 
doors which members are asked to 
identify.  A click on the plaque will 
reveal the answers 

Trowbridge Help the Hospital Barrow  
Unidentified location with a 
Trowbridge wagon.  Unfortunately 
the lettering on the cart is mostly  
concealed by the boy in front, but 
‘AN’ can be   made out.  Where was 
this and what was the fenced off 
stone ornament?
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CREWKERNE CIVIC SOCIETY’S newsletter contained extremely 
sad news, it was to be the last.   The Special General Meeting called 
for 10th April provided an indication of how their more than 200 
members felt about the closure of the Society after 40 years - 
attendance barely reached a quorum.  The Close-Down Committee’s 
recommendations (and the Members’ resolution of the AGM on 13th 
March) was approved - their Society should close at the end of the 
year.  One can understand why at such a time that President, Simon 
Andrew, felt it right to document their history, terminating as it 
would just 44 days short of the 41st anniversary of its inaugural 
meeting on 13th February 1973.

The Society came into being when damaging changes were being 
made in the town, with worse threatened which would profoundly 
affect the town’s character, notably building all over Brincombe Hill 
and sweeping a link road through the town centre.   By January 
1974 the Society had a membership of 279.  Some were prominent 
in local politics and the emphasis was on influencing the planning 
system to minimise damage from future development. They saw a 
need to educate the town on the quality of its heritage and the need 
to conserve it.  Society members co-operated with the County 
Council on designation of the Conservation Area and staged a “This 
is Crewkerne” exhibition jointly with the new Town Council.  
Significantly members were instrumental in influencing the 
Bincombe Hill project, achieving a much less damaging form than 
originally approved.  Simon recalled a society-organised bus-trip to 
Yeovil to object to car park payments and more recently to Taunton 
regarding the Tip.  

By the late Eighties the Crewkerne Museum was founded by 
members, Hugh and Mary Clark, on the ground floor of the then 
council offices, leading a decade later to the Heritage Centre. By the 
late Eighties finding volunteers for the Committee became more 
difficult but various rescue operations were successful and the 
Nineties centred around campaigning on the CLR (Easthams) 
scheme. In the mid-Nineties the Society led on the new European 
“heritage open days”, holding impressive exhibitions accompanied 
by guided walks.  Monthly talks for the education and entertainment 
of members occurred most months at this time.  In the first decade 
of the 21st Century the Society operated with a full management 
team, monitoring planning applications and masterminding the very 
successful de-cluttering operation of the town centre. Sadly by 2010 
those willing to take on management responsibilities dwindled until 
2013 when there were virtually no volunteers at all. Too many other 
attractions for enthusiastic people and a diminished supply of early 
retirees it was sadly surmised by Simon Andrew. 
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AGM at Oxford Castle 
on November 2nd 2013 

at the Key Learning 
Centre

Progamme
Assemble  coffee at 11.30am
12 noon Presentation on working 
more closely with Historic Towns 
Forum
12.20 pm AGM
Lunch at the Castle Cafe
2.15pm Presentation on the 
restoration of Oxford Castle by the 
Director, Debbie Dance 
2.45pm Tour of the castle 
4.00pm Tea and disperse.

The Oxford Castle Heritage Site is a striking social and cultural development in the 

centre of the city connecting into Oxford's West End. A five acre site surrounded by 

walls, it incorporates the remains of Oxford Castle the ancient county gaol, and the 

more modern prison. Today it has been transformed into a sustainable mixed-use 

development comprising an art gallery, hotel, education centre, heritage visitor 

attraction, residential apartments, and restaurants and bars, found across the site, set 

around public squares and gardens, each with its own distinct character. 

Parking in Oxford is a nightmare, but compensated by the excellence of Park and Ride


