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!

This edition of Ashtav Magazine has been a particular
pleasure to edit with four contributions from members
and associates.!

!

The wonderful collection of the doors of Kirkby
Lonsdale need no captions, but no doubt have stories
to tell. !

!

Kate Ashbrooke’s leading article in the Open Spaces Society
magazine highlights how Local Plans, and lack of them, can impact on
the green spaces cherished by Ashtav members. !

!

Dave Chetwyn is not just Chairman of Historic Towns Forum, but a
planning consultant who has considerable experience in the “why’s
wherefores and hows” of Local Plans. !

!

The Exeter event was well attended by Ashtav members, Noël James
reports. !

!

Crawling is a term new to me, but John Keleher’s article ensures that it
is now included in my vocabulary when on days out. !

!

The Ashtav App is innovative, we think we are the first in our peer
group to recognise and adapt to the trend towards tablets and smart
phones away from laptops; but we also espouse our traditional paper
magazine.!

!

I do hope that members are inspired by these contributions to submit
their own. Be controversial, have fun, but have your say.!

Dan Wild!
Editor!

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
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War against green space	

by Kate Ashbrook, General Secretary of Open Spaces Society
Ashtav has reciprocal membership with OSS, their leader from their latest issue of
Open Space shows another aspect of the importance of neighbourhood plans.
supreme court has resuscitated the moribund
section 14 of the Commons Registration Act
1965, which allows anyone to apply for the
commons or greens register to be rectified if
he or she can find new evidence to counter
the registration.!
The court ruled that it is acceptable to
challenge a registration 12 years after the
event, and developers are of course sniffing
around to see which other greens can be
uprooted, long after we thought they were
secure. Many greens are at risk.!
Government has still failed to offer any viable
alternative to secure good-quality green space
close to people’s homes.!
Although the ‘local green space’ designation
was introduced two years ago in the National
Planning Policy Framework, the concept
remains shrouded in mystery; such sites are
few and it is unclear how to achieve them.!
Supposedly communities can submit
applications for sites through the local or
neighbourhood plans. But we have the awardwinning, much-lauded Thame neighbourhood
plan in Oxfordshire where residents weren’t
told that they could propose land as local
green space to protect it from development.
So none has been designated and instead
much-loved spaces are to be built on.!

Our green spaces are being squeezed from
both ends. Government made it harder to
register greens and now a supreme court
ruling encourages greedy developers to
unpick existing registrations.!
Under the Growth and Infrastructure Act 2013
land cannot be registered as a green if it is
subject to one or more planning- related
‘trigger events’—now government has added
new ones. When will the attrition stop?!

This is all of a piece. The better news is that
part 1 of the Commons Act 2006 will be
commenced throughout England; but this is
marred by the fact that over much of the
country it will only enable landowners to
remove commons from the registers; the
public cannot add any. This is apparently
because government was lobbied by private
owners.!

Using another section of this pernicious act,
landowners are rapidly depositing statements,
challenging people’s use of land ‘as of right’—
and giving them only one year in which to
apply to register it.!
The Welsh government looks set to ape
Westminster by introducing similar provisions
in its Planning Bill.!

This is government by partisan anecdote. We
have seen it happen repeatedly with the
present administration which acts on dogma
not evidence. We must up our game as the
Westminster and Cardiff elections draw near.

But while registering new greens becomes
more and more difficult, existing greens have
come under threat. Disastrously, the
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Neighbourhood Plans – What, Why, How	

Why prepare a neighbourhood plan?	

by Dave Chetwyn!

Neighbourhood	
  plans	
  represent	
  a	
  very	
  
signiﬁcant	
  commitment	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  8me	
  and	
  
energy.	
  There	
  are	
  also	
  ﬁnancial	
  costs	
  associated	
  
with	
  things	
  like	
  community	
  engagement,	
  
prin8ng	
  and	
  some8mes	
  professional	
  fees.	
  
Preparing	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  involves	
  taking	
  
tough	
  and	
  some8mes	
  controversial	
  decisions.	
  
Yet	
  around	
  1,000	
  parish	
  councils	
  and	
  
neighbourhood	
  forums	
  have	
  commenced	
  work	
  
on	
  preparing	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  for	
  their	
  
local	
  area.	
  So	
  what	
  are	
  the	
  incen8ves	
  that	
  have	
  
led	
  so	
  many	
  people	
  to	
  decide	
  that	
  
neighbourhood	
  planning	
  is	
  for	
  them?	
  

A	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  is	
  concerned	
  with	
  town	
  
and	
  country	
  planning.	
  It	
  can	
  put	
  in	
  place	
  
policies	
  to	
  shape	
  and	
  regulate	
  new	
  
development	
  or	
  changes	
  of	
  use	
  of	
  land	
  or	
  
buildings.	
  Once	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  is	
  made,	
  
it	
  forms	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  statutory	
  development	
  plan	
  
for	
  the	
  area.	
  That	
  means	
  that	
  planning	
  
applica8ons	
  would	
  be	
  determined	
  in	
  
accordance	
  with	
  the	
  policies	
  of	
  the	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan,	
  unless	
  material	
  
considera8ons	
  indicate	
  otherwise.	
  This	
  means	
  
that	
  neighbourhood	
  plans	
  carry	
  real	
  weight.	
  

!

!

Neighbourhood	
  plans	
  can	
  consider	
  a	
  wide	
  
range	
  of	
  social,	
  economic	
  and	
  environmental	
  
issues	
  arising	
  from	
  the	
  use	
  and	
  development	
  of	
  
land.	
  They	
  can	
  deal	
  with	
  issues	
  like	
  new	
  
housing,	
  employment,	
  urban	
  design	
  and	
  
heritage.	
  It	
  is	
  for	
  those	
  preparing	
  the	
  plan	
  to	
  
decide	
  on	
  the	
  subjects	
  it	
  deals	
  with.	
  You	
  could	
  
have	
  a	
  one	
  issue,	
  one	
  policy	
  plan,	
  or	
  it	
  could	
  
deal	
  with	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  issues.	
  

To	
  begin	
  answering	
  this	
  ques8on,	
  it	
  is	
  ﬁrst	
  
necessary	
  to	
  clarify	
  what	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  
is	
  and	
  what	
  it	
  can	
  and	
  can’t	
  do.	
  

!

Neighbourhood	
  plans	
  may	
  be	
  prepared	
  by	
  
parish	
  councils	
  or,	
  where	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  parish	
  
council,	
  neighbourhood	
  forums.	
  
Neighbourhood	
  forums	
  must	
  be	
  comprised	
  of	
  
at	
  least	
  21	
  people	
  that	
  live,	
  work	
  or	
  are	
  elected	
  
members	
  in	
  the	
  area.	
  

!
5

Neighbourhood	
  plans	
  can	
  also	
  make	
  site	
  

alloca8ons	
  for	
  new	
  development.	
  This	
  means	
  
that	
  they	
  can	
  iden8fy	
  the	
  sites	
  where	
  new	
  
development	
  of	
  diﬀerent	
  types	
  can	
  take	
  place,	
  
and	
  where	
  it	
  should	
  not	
  take	
  place.	
  

The	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  compa8ble	
  with	
  EU	
  obliga8ons	
  
may	
  be	
  addressed	
  in	
  various	
  ways.	
  A	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan	
  should	
  be	
  screened	
  by	
  the	
  
local	
  planning	
  authority	
  to	
  determine	
  whether	
  
it	
  needs	
  Strategic	
  Environmental	
  Assessment	
  
(SEA)	
  or	
  Habitat	
  Regula8ons	
  Assessment	
  (HRA).	
  
An	
  equali8es	
  impact	
  assessment	
  may	
  be	
  carried	
  
out	
  to	
  determine	
  how	
  the	
  plan	
  aﬀects	
  
protected	
  characteris8cs,	
  such	
  as	
  ethnicity,	
  
gender	
  and	
  sexuality.	
  

!

There	
  are	
  limita8ons	
  to	
  neighbourhood	
  plans.	
  
They	
  can’t	
  deal	
  with	
  non-‐planning	
  maMers.	
  
Also,	
  they	
  must	
  meet	
  certain	
  ‘basic	
  condi8ons’	
  
and	
  these	
  are	
  tested	
  through	
  an	
  independent	
  
examina8on.	
  	
  

!
What	
  are	
  the	
  Basic	
  Condi0ons?	
  
!

!

Unless	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  meets	
  the	
  basic	
  
condi8ons,	
  it	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  progress	
  to	
  the	
  
referendum	
  stage.	
  

The	
  basic	
  condi8ons	
  require	
  all	
  neighbourhood	
  
plans	
  to:	
  

!

!

!

What	
  if	
  we	
  don’t	
  prepare	
  a	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan?	
  

•	

 Have	
  regard	
  to	
  na8onal	
  policy	
  and	
  
guidance	
  
•	

 Be	
  in	
  general	
  conformity	
  with	
  strategic	
  
local	
  policies	
  
•	

 Achieve	
  sustainable	
  development	
  
•	

 Be	
  compa8ble	
  with	
  EU	
  Obliga8ons	
  
(environment,	
  habitats)	
  and	
  human	
  
rights.	
  

!

If	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  neighbourhood	
  plan,	
  then	
  
planning	
  applica8ons	
  will	
  be	
  considered	
  against	
  
the	
  local	
  plan	
  and	
  na8onal	
  policy.	
  Sites	
  can	
  be	
  
allocated	
  through	
  the	
  local	
  plan	
  process	
  alone.	
  
If	
  the	
  community	
  is	
  happy	
  with	
  the	
  local	
  plan,	
  
then	
  preparing	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  may	
  not	
  
be	
  the	
  best	
  course	
  of	
  ac8on.	
  	
  

!

For	
  na8onal	
  policy,	
  the	
  key	
  documents	
  to	
  
consider	
  are	
  the	
  Na8onal	
  Planning	
  Policy	
  
Framework	
  (NPPF)	
  and	
  Na8onal	
  Planning	
  
Prac8ce	
  Guidance	
  (NPPG).	
  Both	
  can	
  be	
  
downloaded	
  through	
  the	
  DCLG	
  web	
  site.	
  
Na8onal	
  policy	
  emphasises	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  
neighbourhood	
  plans	
  to	
  be	
  evidence	
  based.	
  
This	
  includes	
  considera8on	
  of	
  evidence	
  under-‐
pinning	
  any	
  emerging	
  local	
  plans.	
  

Also,	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  is	
  essen8ally	
  a	
  
policy	
  document.	
  In	
  some	
  areas,	
  especially	
  
where	
  the	
  economy	
  is	
  weak,	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  more	
  
eﬀec8ve	
  for	
  resources	
  to	
  be	
  targeted	
  at	
  direct	
  
delivery,	
  such	
  as	
  a	
  community	
  development	
  
project.	
  
	
  

!

The	
  local	
  planning	
  authority	
  should	
  be	
  
contacted	
  at	
  an	
  early	
  stage	
  to	
  discuss	
  which	
  
policies	
  in	
  the	
  adopted	
  local	
  plan	
  are	
  
considered	
  to	
  be	
  strategic.	
  The	
  neighbourhood	
  
plan	
  must	
  conform	
  generally	
  to	
  these	
  policies,	
  
but	
  may	
  modify	
  non-‐strategic	
  policies.	
  	
  

!

	
  The	
  need	
  to	
  achieve	
  sustainable	
  development	
  
means	
  that	
  the	
  plan	
  must	
  cater	
  for	
  growth,	
  but	
  
without	
  compromising	
  the	
  interests	
  of	
  future	
  
genera8ons.	
  Sustainable	
  development	
  is	
  about	
  
achieving	
  a	
  balance	
  between	
  social,	
  economic	
  
and	
  environmental	
  considera8ons.	
  A	
  prac8cal	
  
example	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  build	
  sustainability	
  into	
  a	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan	
  could	
  be	
  the	
  inclusion	
  of	
  
green	
  travel	
  policies	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  new	
  housing	
  
developments	
  are	
  convenient	
  for	
  pedestrians,	
  
include	
  cycle	
  storage	
  and	
  easy	
  access	
  to	
  public	
  
transport.	
  	
  

!
!
!
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!

clarify	
  key	
  issues	
  for	
  the	
  plan	
  to	
  address	
  and	
  from	
  
those	
  key	
  aims.	
  	
  

Designa0on	
  of	
  the	
  Neighbourhood	
  Area	
  
and	
  Forum	
  

!

!

It	
  will	
  be	
  necessary	
  to	
  si_	
  out	
  non-‐planning	
  maMers.	
  
The	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  should	
  focus	
  on	
  planning	
  
only.	
  Other	
  maMers	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  be	
  dealt	
  with	
  by	
  
other	
  means,	
  such	
  as	
  nego8a8ons	
  with	
  public	
  
bodies	
  or	
  through	
  the	
  development	
  and	
  delivery	
  of	
  
community	
  projects.	
  

The	
  ﬁrst	
  formal	
  stage	
  in	
  preparing	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  
plan	
  is	
  to	
  submit	
  the	
  proposed	
  neighbourhood	
  area	
  
to	
  the	
  local	
  planning	
  authority	
  for	
  designa8on.	
  
Where	
  the	
  plan	
  is	
  being	
  led	
  by	
  a	
  prospec8ve	
  
neighbourhood	
  forum,	
  that	
  too	
  must	
  be	
  submiMed	
  
to	
  the	
  local	
  planning	
  authority	
  for	
  designa8on.	
  	
  

!
Wri0ng	
  the	
  Policies	
  
!

!

In	
  reality,	
  there	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  quite	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
preparatory	
  work	
  before	
  the	
  submission	
  stage.	
  This	
  
will	
  include	
  publicising	
  the	
  proposal	
  to	
  prepare	
  a	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan	
  so	
  that	
  as	
  many	
  people	
  as	
  
possible	
  are	
  aware	
  of	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  and	
  why	
  one	
  is	
  
being	
  prepared.	
  Local	
  key	
  stakeholders	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  
be	
  iden8ﬁed	
  and	
  invited	
  to	
  par8cipate.	
  Community	
  
engagement	
  ac8vi8es	
  should	
  commence	
  at	
  the	
  
earliest	
  stage.	
  This	
  is	
  especially	
  important	
  where	
  a	
  
plan	
  is	
  being	
  led	
  by	
  a	
  prospec8ve	
  neighbourhood	
  
forum,	
  where	
  there	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  inclusive	
  
process	
  for	
  pu^ng	
  together	
  the	
  forum	
  and	
  
iden8fying	
  the	
  neighbourhood	
  area.	
  	
  

The	
  policies	
  of	
  the	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  and	
  site	
  
alloca8ons,	
  where	
  undertaken,	
  are	
  the	
  working	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  document.	
  These	
  will	
  form	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  
decision	
  making	
  on	
  future	
  planning	
  applica8ons	
  
(together	
  with	
  the	
  local	
  plan	
  and	
  na8onal	
  policy).	
  	
  

!

Policies	
  should	
  be	
  clear	
  and	
  unambiguous	
  in	
  their	
  
requirements.	
  Vague	
  statements	
  like	
  “new	
  
development	
  should	
  be	
  well	
  designed”	
  will	
  achieve	
  
liMle	
  unless	
  backed	
  by	
  clear	
  and	
  deﬁnite	
  
requirements.	
  Care	
  is	
  required	
  in	
  terminology	
  –	
  for	
  
example	
  in	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  word	
  ‘must’	
  rather	
  than	
  
‘should’.	
  	
  

!

!

Community	
  Engagement	
  and	
  the	
  
Evidence	
  Base	
  

Once	
  a	
  plan	
  is	
  wriMen,	
  it	
  is	
  useful	
  to	
  get	
  it	
  reviewed	
  
by	
  an	
  experienced	
  prac88oner.	
  This	
  will	
  help	
  to	
  iron	
  
out	
  any	
  issues	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  mee8ng	
  the	
  basic	
  
condi8ons	
  and	
  will	
  also	
  help	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  
policies	
  will	
  be	
  eﬀec8ve.	
  	
  

!

Once	
  the	
  neighbourhood	
  area	
  is	
  designated	
  (and	
  
the	
  neighbourhood	
  forum	
  where	
  necessary),	
  the	
  
plan	
  may	
  proceed.	
  The	
  founda8ons	
  of	
  a	
  good	
  and	
  
viable	
  plan	
  are	
  rigorous	
  community	
  and	
  stakeholder	
  
engagement	
  and	
  a	
  robust	
  and	
  propor8onate	
  
evidence	
  base.	
  These	
  will	
  provide	
  a	
  good	
  
understanding	
  of	
  the	
  area	
  and	
  its	
  communi8es.	
  	
  

!
SubmiDng	
  the	
  Neighbourhood	
  Plan	
  
!

Once	
  a	
  dra_	
  plan	
  has	
  been	
  prepared,	
  it	
  has	
  to	
  be	
  
subjected	
  to	
  a	
  6-‐week	
  statutory	
  consulta8on.	
  This	
  
includes	
  consul8ng	
  na8onal	
  bodies,	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  
Environment	
  Agency	
  and	
  English	
  Heritage.	
  	
  

!

At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  6-‐week	
  consulta8on,	
  all	
  responses	
  
must	
  be	
  considered	
  and,	
  where	
  considered	
  
necessary,	
  the	
  dra_	
  plan	
  should	
  be	
  modiﬁed.	
  

!

The	
  plan	
  is	
  then	
  ready	
  for	
  formal	
  submission	
  to	
  the	
  
local	
  planning	
  authority.	
  The	
  plan	
  and	
  a	
  map	
  of	
  the	
  
neighbourhood	
  area	
  must	
  be	
  submiMed,	
  together	
  
with	
  two	
  suppor8ng	
  statements.	
  The	
  ﬁrst	
  of	
  these	
  is	
  
the	
  consulta8on	
  statement,	
  which	
  must	
  set	
  out	
  the	
  
responses	
  to	
  the	
  6-‐week	
  consulta8on,	
  together	
  with	
  
explana8ons	
  of	
  what	
  ac8on	
  was	
  taken	
  as	
  a	
  
consequence.	
  The	
  second	
  statement	
  deals	
  with	
  the	
  
basic	
  condi8ons.	
  This	
  provides	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
explain	
  to	
  the	
  independent	
  examiner	
  how	
  the	
  plan	
  
meets	
  the	
  basic	
  condi8ons.	
  

!

Although	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  statutory	
  requirement	
  for	
  a	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan	
  to	
  have	
  stated	
  aims	
  or	
  vision,	
  
these	
  do	
  provide	
  a	
  very	
  good	
  working	
  discipline	
  and	
  
ensure	
  that	
  the	
  plan	
  has	
  a	
  clear	
  focus	
  to	
  the	
  plan.	
  
Considera8on	
  of	
  evidence	
  and	
  the	
  outcome	
  of	
  
community	
  engagement	
  ac8vi8es	
  should	
  help	
  to	
  

!

The	
  local	
  planning	
  authority	
  will	
  publicise	
  the	
  plan	
  
for	
  a	
  6-‐week	
  period.	
  	
  

!
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neighbourhood	
  plan	
  proposal	
  gains	
  a	
  majority	
  ‘yes’	
  
vote,	
  then	
  the	
  local	
  planning	
  authority	
  has	
  to	
  ‘make’	
  
the	
  plan.	
  	
  Once	
  the	
  plan	
  is	
  made,	
  it	
  forms	
  part	
  of	
  
the	
  statutory	
  development	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  area.	
  	
  

The	
  Independent	
  Examina0on	
  

!

The	
  independent	
  examina8on	
  will	
  consider	
  whether	
  
the	
  neighbourhood	
  plan	
  proposal	
  meets	
  the	
  basic	
  
condi8ons.	
  It	
  will	
  also	
  consider	
  whether	
  the	
  vo8ng	
  
area	
  should	
  be	
  wider	
  than	
  the	
  neighbourhood	
  area.	
  
Usually,	
  the	
  independent	
  examina8on	
  will	
  be	
  
conducted	
  through	
  wriMen	
  representa8ons.	
  
However,	
  there	
  could	
  also	
  be	
  a	
  hearing,	
  if	
  the	
  
independent	
  examiner	
  considers	
  it	
  necessary.	
  	
  

!
What	
  Happens	
  Next?	
  
!

Once	
  made,	
  a	
  neighbourhood	
  plan,	
  together	
  with	
  
the	
  local	
  plan,	
  provides	
  a	
  framework	
  against	
  which	
  
development	
  proposals	
  are	
  considered.	
  A	
  good	
  
neighbourhood	
  plan	
  will	
  provide	
  a	
  posi8ve	
  vision	
  
for	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  area,	
  making	
  sure	
  that	
  
the	
  needs	
  of	
  all	
  sec8ons	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  are	
  met	
  
as	
  far	
  as	
  possible.	
  	
  

!

The	
  independent	
  examiner	
  may	
  recommend	
  that	
  
the	
  plan	
  proceed	
  to	
  referendum,	
  that	
  it	
  be	
  modiﬁed	
  
and	
  then	
  proceed	
  to	
  referendum	
  or	
  that	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  
proceed	
  to	
  referendum.	
  The	
  independent	
  
examiner’s	
  report	
  is	
  not	
  binding.	
  It	
  is	
  for	
  the	
  local	
  
planning	
  authority	
  to	
  decide	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  to	
  
proceed	
  to	
  referendum,	
  with	
  or	
  without	
  
modiﬁca8ons.	
  This	
  decision	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  whether	
  the	
  
plan	
  meets	
  the	
  basic	
  condi8ons	
  –	
  not	
  considera8on	
  
of	
  the	
  planning	
  merits	
  of	
  the	
  dra_	
  plan.	
  

!

O_en	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  preparing	
  the	
  neighbourhood	
  
plan	
  is	
  as	
  useful	
  as	
  the	
  plan	
  itself.	
  It	
  brings	
  people	
  
and	
  organisa8ons	
  together	
  and	
  starts	
  dialogues	
  that	
  
may	
  otherwise	
  not	
  happen.	
  Some	
  neighbourhood	
  
plan	
  bodies	
  have	
  also	
  started	
  to	
  consider	
  developing	
  
community	
  projects.	
  	
  

!
The	
  Referendum	
  
!

!

It	
  is	
  s8ll	
  early	
  days,	
  but	
  the	
  next	
  2-‐3	
  years	
  will	
  be	
  
crucial	
  in	
  establishing	
  whether	
  neighbourhood	
  plans	
  
can	
  meet	
  people’s	
  expecta8ons.	
  

If	
  the	
  plan	
  is	
  found	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  basic	
  condi8ons,	
  
with	
  or	
  without	
  modiﬁca8ons,	
  then	
  it	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  
subject	
  of	
  a	
  public	
  referendum.	
  There	
  may	
  be	
  an	
  
addi8onal	
  business	
  referendum	
  for	
  areas	
  wholly	
  or	
  
predominantly	
  business	
  in	
  nature.	
  If	
  the	
  

!

Dave	
  Chetwyn	
  is	
  Managing	
  Director	
  of	
  Urban	
  Vision	
  
Enterprise	
  CIC,	
  Chair	
  of	
  the	
  Historic	
  Towns	
  Forum	
  
and	
  Planning	
  Adviser	
  to	
  Locality.
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The Inspector says…….
Extracts from the planning press selected and annotated by John Bishton!

Appellants tested on intention
to deceive.

!

Some transgressors of planning
control are simply unaware that
they need planning permission;
others set out deliberately to
conceal an unauthorised use or
development., until the time
allowed for enforcement action has
safely passed. As Lord Brown
remarked in the leading judgment
on situations where the appellants
rely upon the immunity from
enforcement provisions of sections
171(b) of the Town and Country
Planning Act1990, “a spectrum of
wrong doing is involved”.
The Supreme Court ruling in the
case of Welwyn Hatfield Borough
Council v Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Govt. and
another was tested in a recent
case in Dorset. In 2004 the
Council approved conversion and
extension of a redundant milking
parlour to form two holiday let
cottages. From completion in 2006
one cottage was permanently
occupied by the appellant’s
daughter. Another daughter
moved into the second cottage in
2010.

information that the original
conditions had been complied
with, amounted to intention to
deceive. The buildings inspector
had signed off the house without
reference to the planning dept!
That indicated no intention to
deceive during construction. He
regarded this as a typical example
of an appellant “laying low to
avoid discovery, a common enough
circumstance but not what I would
call positive deception”.
DCS: 200-000-975

!

The inspector accepted that the
completed building varied
considerably from the approved
plans, but held that enforcement
action could no longer be taken
because it had been substantially
completed more than four years
ago. However, the Council claimed
that the departures from the
approved plan, registering one
daughter for business tax rather
than council tax, and additionally

!

Now supposing another appellant
calls that one in aid!

!
!
!
9

Council drops objection to
green field homes

landscape. The appellants argued
that the fields lay below the ridge
of the hill, within a smaller-scale
context, and that there was open
grassland within the development
mitigating the impact. The council
was concerned about the damage
to the setting of the town. The
inspector accepted that the
schemes benefits just about
outweighed the damage, providing
much –needed open –market and
affordable housing and supporting
the local work-force.
DCS:200-001-361

!

The council had originally objected
to a large development in
Yorkshire on policy grounds that
were based on an out-of-date
plan, using the 2004 Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act, as then
permitted in the NPPF. At the time
brown field use was prioritised.
They also had used an
inappropriate methodology to
calculate housing need. The
inspector agreed that their policy
was not delivering enough
housing, and that the site was a
sustainable one. The Sec.of State
agreed.
DCS:200-001-005

!

Was quality taken into account? It
needs to be in such circumstances

!

Housing need prioritised over
Plan

!

!

Presumably, others will follow suit,
quickening up the supply. It can’t
be too difficult to make the current
guidance about under-supply and
the five-year criteria explicit. It is
now clear that a five year supply is
essential Also that rectifying
historic under-supply cannot be
projected beyond that and local

The secretary of state has
overruled an inspector’s decision
that gave substantial weight to a
parish council’s emerging
Neighbourhood Plan, by approving
an application for 100 houses on
the edge of a large village in
Cheshire. The key factors were
that the Draft Development Plan
had not yet been published, whilst
there is a lack of a five-year
supply of deliverable housing land.
This meant that the presumption
in favour of sustainable
development in the NPPF (para.
14) should be applied.
DCS 200-000-877
This brief outline carries great
significance as an indicator of how
power gradually passes back to
the centre if authorities have
proved too dilatory in the
production of Core Strategies and
cannot identify enough land that is
available without delay. Localism
takes second place from now on.

10

Another supply shortfall

!

This time an emerging plan
included two fields, for 200 and
450, additional to a new housing
estate, that had been identified on
the strategic housing land
availability assessment though
outside the town’s boundary. The
additional development would
meet between 11 and 26% of the
housing land shortfall over the
next five years. There would be
temporary inconvenience,
admitted the Sec.of state.
DCS200-000-927

Establishing that development can
proceed swiftly in the light of
shortage is also a matter of
dispute, perhaps in some cases
giving the advantage to well
resourced applicants. Councils not
being able to meet the five-year
threshold is increasingly a part of
successful appeals and the
inclusion of a subsidised element
is a further factor in tipping the
scales.

!
!
!
!

!

The houses are needed, (for
whatever reason), however,
economic cycles can’t be made to
fit political cycles outside our
control, like penny-farthings.

!
!

!
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Part of the process of making a
Core Strategy is identification of
land that may not already have
been brought forward in an
application as appropriate for
development, and proposals for
that can be made by parish
councils or local groups. Officers
will examine the sustainability
credentials of such land and
balance that against other factors
such as landscape, flooding,
transport, sewerage etc., and a
District Council committee will
decide.

viability. He concluded that the
proposal would have a neutral
impact on sustainability, and that
the impact on the area’s character
could be mitigated by careful siting
and landscaping.
DCS200-000-872
This offers a benefit to the school
in gathering more children and
securing jobs, assuming that it
does not become entirely a
retirement place. Can and should
that be controlled in some way.
(Perhaps the absence of a doctor’s
surgery is a blessing.) Is the
general store a viable business;
does it house a post-office
counter?
It points in the direction of
dispersing increased population
around the country, while there is
clamour to protect the
countryside. And it sets up another
debate, about what is meant by
sustainable, about which people in
varying areas of the country will
have different opinions and
traditions. Recent incomers tend
to favour the status quo! Much
depends on the quality of
highways, accessibility to
supermarkets and garden sizes or
allotments. This is a bold decision
that could set in motion a whole
lot of attempts at precedent.

!

The five year factor is increasingly
weighing heavier than attempted
blocking on grounds of
prematurity for such sites. The
sustainability of their highways
and transport will be important
factors, to be balanced against
intrusion into the countryside.
(Thus did towns mushroom)

!

Village found sustainable as
location for new houses

!

The inspector has granted
permission for 32 dwellings on the
edge of a Leicestershire village
after deciding that it is a
sustainable location though not all
the services needed to support the
local population were available.
The village contained a general
store, a pharmacy, three pubs and
a primary school, all within easy
walking distance of the appeal
site. The inspector accepted that
most residents would travel to a
larger centre for most main
shopping trips, health –care and
secondary education, despite a
subsidised bus service. An
industrial estate offered jobs for
400 (!). The adopted core strategy
recognised that expansion would
help maintain the settlement’s

Inspector’s refusal of 116
dwellings and a care home
overturned as an admin
error
The dispute over green belt land in
Hertfordshire rumbles on,
reaching the High Court.
The inspector had mistakenly
based her decision on the revoked
regional spatial strategy numbers
and supported the council in
refusal, accepting that sufficient
land was available and green belt
protection was more important
The developer’s case was that
12

over the next five years a shortfall
of 1,400 dwellings would be
incurred.
This decision was taken in the
Administrative Court, Sept. 5,
EWHC2678

system which places the
countryside at risk in non
designated areas. That can have
an impact on use of green belt
land. There has been a proposal
that some green belt could be
swapped for newly designated
green belt. It would not produce
garden cities. Also, it can only
work where neighbouring
authorities follow scrupulously the
“duty to co-operate”. Thus arises
a new area of litigation.

!

Before the NPPF became, and in
the early period of the coalition,
much reliance was being given to
the Regional Strategy figures as
the only reliable source of
numbers needed. Revocation of
those strategies took time. Now
much more stress is placed on the
first five-year tranche of the life of
a Core Strategy, whilst some
Authorities still try to base sharing
the rate of building over the whole
period. Some whose shortfall is
serious are finding the inspector of
their Draft Strategy will impose a
demand for a 20% addition to
their commitment over those first
five years, to begin to catch up.
Production of strategies is being
referred back leaving a gap in the

!
!
!
!

Housing blocks released due
to shortfall in supply

!

The Sec.of State has allowed four
separate schemes in the Cherwell
Dist of North Oxfordshire where
the council could not conclusively

13

Neighbourhood Plans in
preparation carried little weight in
cases where the core strategy
was still at an early stage and the
housing need numbers had not
been independently examined.
The NPPF (14,) need, and
sustainability prevailed in the
sec.of state’s view.
Whatever the pressure to cut
back cost of planning offices,
councillors have a responsibility
to allocate sufficient resources to
future planning as well as
development planning. That must
also mean that lower tier councils
and voluntary societies make a
positive input to planning,
especially where there is a
vacuum

!
!

Historic field pattern
preserved

!

The inspector has ruled that
medieval field patterns take
precedence over houses and
gardens, and an agreement for
affordable housing, even where
there is a shortfall of housing land
in the area, in Warwickshire. An
illustrative master plan retained
hedgerows on the site along with
ridge and furrow earthworks in
one field, but the inspector felt
that the original purpose and
character of the early agriculture
would all but disappear if
developed.
DCS; 200-001-313 .
I read this with some sense of
relief. I know that some people
will be surprised that sustainability
can include agricultural history,
but there are few accessible
educational opportunities of the
real thing and examples of Spring
water meadows and ridge and

demonstrate a five year land
supply. The first applied to a
sustainable site near Banbury,
where protection of a historic salt
route was cited .Two others, near
Bloxham, contravened an out-ofdate development plan and the
council’s emerging spatial strategy.
The sites, for 85 and 75 included
35% affordable provision, adding
weight to meeting the shortfall.
Another inquiry, on an application
at Hook concerned moderate harm
to rural character but was
redeemed by lack of material harm
to the wider landscape and the
potential to produce an attractive
development.
DCS 200-000,982,985, and 986
DCS 200-000-984
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Green Belt homes rejected
where supply is adequate

furrow, lynchetts, ditches and
park bounds need to be
experienced, not just seen in textbooks.

An inspector has supported the
council in rejecting an application
for 26 dwellings in rural
Worcestershire. The council’s
projections were up-to-date,
based on a strategic housing
market assessment and, allowing
a 5% margin for under-delivery,
the applicant could not show a
shortfall within a 10% margin over
the long term, so there was no
presumption in favour of
development within the green belt
DCS200-001-056

!
!
Equitable contributions
required
In West Wales an inspector has
refused an appeal for 78 houses
on a green-field site, where the
developer offered no affordable
housing. The council was asking
for 18 affordable dwellings and
more than twice the financial
contribution that was offered. The
developer claimed that this would
make the development unviable.
The inspector questioned why it
was not thought viable on a green
field site. The council argued that
other developers had made their
contribution, and the inspector
placed weight on consistency.
However, he dismissed the
council’s concerns over an influx of
non-Welsh speakers and limited
capacity in local schools.
DCS:200-001-217

!

High prices have been paid for
desirable sites in areas without upto-date Strategies, but an up-todate Plan makes that a dangerous
investment.

!

Costs awarded against
council where Greenfield will
be needed

!

A previous, attractive application
for a larger development on a
sustainably sited, green field area
of high quality farmland, and
based on the revoked regional
strategy, had been dismissed But
there had been persistent underdelivery, justifying a 20% loading
of delivery targets. Councillors
claimed adequate housing land
could be demonstrated, but
officers recommended permission
for the current application, despite
adverse impact on the landscape.
In the inspector’s view the high
quality land was distributed
unevenly around the site, reducing
its value. On the first day of the
enquiry the council had withdrawn
its objections![8j

!

There are conventional methods of
assessing viability and acceptable
profit levels. Govt has been
formulating advice on the matter,
to take account of the difficulties
arising from high purchase prices
for land at the peak of the
mortgage boom, pre-recession so
as to get building going. There can
be negotiated reduction in
affordable numbers and or in
financial obligation. Equity is an
important pillar of planning.

!
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!

Some thought from a town
that held the record for
rainfall in 24 hours from
1917 for many decades.

Rain flooded sites may remain, But
distinguishing between the two sorts
of flooding may be more difficult
than it sounds, except in the case of
rapid down flow, highlighted in the
examples of rivers rising on the
Cotswolds causing floods
downstream And who can
guarantee the quantity of rainfall or
the nature of future storms? No–one
saw this lot coming, nor its
persistence day after day, on
Sedgemoor and the Levels. Can
there be a real distinction , anyway?.
Perhaps just arithmetic. (Eyebrows
raised!) We have experienced
distinctly different types of rainfall
within a few days, some violent
others just long duration. Variations
in permeability are infinite. !
83% of the floods have happened in
lowland green belt and green field
areas of Southern England. There is
said to be a great area of brownfield
available, on which to build, (much
of it for someone else). Can such an
area be remediated? Are there likely
to be the resources available to
achieve that?. Would anybody want
to live in some of the places where it
exists, and is there the infrastructure
to permit such an undertaking?!

Recent Guidance
arising from flooding

!

Guidance has already been issued
about future planning policy. Sites
where flooding cannot be mitigated
will be dropped. It is not yet known
where this is likely to apply. Some
places in the Thames valley that
were expected to flood did not in fact
do so. Others, unexpectedly did. But
none of these decisions will be an
easy one to arrive at without further
research.into the reasons for the
discrepancy in every case. They
must be allowed time, and will not
always be assessed accurately,
because no two events are ever
going to be exactly the same. (Who
will be blamed, whether deservedly
or not?) So, welcome as the policy
may sound in principle, that will not
always be the case as some might
prefer a total loss, and others not,
depending on the buildings
concerned and the clients’
resources. Clearly it will not be
welcome to investors who have
already tied up capital in land that
becomes unusable. Some builders
could go broke. Is there already
some expensive insurance
available? If so, prices rise. Sites
flooded by rivers bursting the banks
are likely to go. Embanking may be
easier to effect than!
dredging, There is already a
proposal to embank roads above the
Somerset Levels, a bizarre
spectacle, but the badgers would
enjoy it. !

!

!

It is alleged that 7,900 houses have
been built in places of high risk.
Some, doubtless, remain unsold.
But, I suppose some response was
politically necessary.!

!
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Heritage Alliance Matters	

collated by Ed Grimsdale!

!

Listed buildings are not the prerogative of the
rich. It’s perhaps surprising that roughly 80%
of our listed building are lived in by people
from socio economic backgrounds B – E. They
neither get grants, nor, unlike commercial
organisations, can they reclaim back VAT.!

Giving to Heritage Project Officer now in
post!

Most older properties are not protected by
listing yet they give the UK a distinctive
character that is so much valued and enjoyed
by domestic and international tourists. Older
buildings are distributed all over the country,
most of the work carried on them is by small
and medium-size enterprises that can make
significant contributions to the vibrancy of
local economies.!

!
!
!

The discrepancy in VAT between renovation
and new build has long been may be an old
saw yet perceptible shifts in public opinion
make this perverse incentive even less
defensible.!

The Heritage Alliance has been joined by Mark
Webb who is its lead officer in a major two
year Giving to Heritage project. Mark has
considerable experience in the media/
telecommunications industry. He has an MBA,
an MA in Archaeology from UCL and recently
completed an internship with English Heritage.
He will be a great addition to our team.!

The historic environment is a living, working
resource that needs continual upgrading to
meet contemporary needs. Sympathetic
adaptation is now a primary strategy for
securing the future of listed buildings but the
VAT regime works in the opposite direction.
VAT on repair and maintenance has a
negative effect not only our building stock
(listed or not) and their environs but also on
those trying to care for our heritage.!

Giving to Heritage, supported by HLF under its
Catalyst Umbrella programme is being run in
partnership with the Institute of Fundraising.
It is an exciting new concept to build
fundraising capacity within the independent
heritage movement combining the Alliance’s
wide-ranging network with the Institute’s
professional expertise. A new website to carry
all information, resources and registrations will
be launched in the summer.!

Mike Brown, chair of the Institute of Historic
Building Conservation, has said: “The care
and maintenance of our heritage buildings is
often crafts-based and, as such, labour
intensive, so a reduction in VAT will help
support those skills and thousands of jobs
across the sector. The case for the reduction
in VAT is particularly important in making the
difference between a historic building being
saved or being unviable.

Heritage Alliance’s VAT Campaign!
The UK Government’s VAT regime
disadvantages work to existing buildings by
adding 20% to repair, maintenance and
adaptation work – yet promotes new build with
a zero rate.!

He then added: “On top of that, more
affordable day to day care and maintenance
would help save countless older buildings from
the destructive and costly cycle of decay and
restoration, allowing diminishing resource to
be directed towards delivering better

This is the big threat to the future of our
heritage. Repair and maintenance are vital.
Sympathetic adaptation is now a primary
strategy for securing the future of our historic
buildings.!
17

Listed cottages in Henley-in-Arden

informed energy conservation measures,
compatible with the fabric of the building.”!

showed that a targeted reduction in VAT to 5%
on housing renovation and repair would
provide an economic stimulus of more than
£20 billion by 2020. The same research stated
that this reduction might support an increase
of 32,000 full-time equivalent construction jobs
by the end of 2015.!

Listed buildings are not the prerogative of the
rich. Two thirds of our listed buildings are in
private or charitable ownership. Private
owners rarely benefit from Heritage Lottery
Fund or English Heritage funding nor can they
claim VAT back like commercial companies
but yet they are expected to keep their
properties in good repair for the benefit of the
wider community. Historic properties are
national assets and, perhaps, local amenity
societies should consider adding them the lists
of Assets of Community Value ( a requirement
under the Localism Act).!

Refurbishment of older properties consumes
fewer renewable resources (countryside,
b u i l d i n g s, m a te ri a l s e tc) . Th e g l o b a l
environmental benefit of maintaining older
housing stock in good condition is significant.
A reduced rate of VAT supports energy and
climate change objectives!
What are our partners suggesting?!

A 20% rate raises the fundraising targets for
communities working to give community
buildings – often a distinctive and much loved
landmark – a new lease of life for the 21st
century. It makes sense to support owners and
communities to invest in repair and
maintenance that will inhibit the decline of our
cherished – and irreplaceable – heritage.!

The UK Government could:!
1. Adopt the reduced rate of 5% on renovation
and repair of private dwellings.!
2. Cut VAT across the board to 15%, that’s the
minimum permitted .!
3. Cut VAT for specific groups for example,
repair works to buildings affected by the 2014
floods, or more targeted to listed buildings!

The economic case is strong: apart from the
importance of our historic environment to the
tourism, research carried out by in 2011

4. Levy VAT on new build.!
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To end on a positive note. The 100th
anniversary of World War I is
providing some support to those
historic assets associated
directly, or indirectly, with it.
Most people in our sector will
welcome this modest
commitment from the
Chancellor:!

What you can do:!
Find out more about VAT and the historic
environment so you can go into action in your
locality “tooled up” and ready to make
converts to this vital cause. !
Lobby your MP ( Heritage Alliance’s website
has tools to help you to convince him / her of
the case for action).!
Check your local authority’s list of Assets of
Community Value and suggest how it may be
extended or strengthened.!

Further, this summer, many
services of remembrance
will be held in our
cathedrals to mark the
Great War, so we are
providing £20 million to
support the repairs
needed to these historic
buildings. !

Footnotes:!
In the 2014 Budget on Wednesday 19th
March, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
George Osborne, confirmed an increase in the
VAT threshold from April 2014, but failed, once
more, to make a targeted reduction in VAT
from 20% to 5% on housing and renovation
repair. Those of us who care about our
heritage legacy must not give up the fight.
Our children will not thank us if we stand idly
by as our historic environment falls into ruin
and become merely the
stuff of digital
memory banks.!

!
!

!
!
!
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!
!

Notes on the AGM at Oxford Castle	

!
In the chairman’s opening remarks John
Alexander reported that that since the last
AGM that ASHTAV and Historic Towns Forum
(HTF ) have been working closely together
with John Shaw and Noël James share an
office at Kellogg once a week, and that
quarterly meetings were being held jointly with
ASHTAV and the HTF respective Boards to
determine a way forward. !

!

This benefitted both memberships – it opened
up a wider membership for both, as well as
raising the profile nationally of ASHTAV,
allowing ASHTAV members access to more
frequent national conferences and events, and
allowing a stronger voice for both
organisations on joint consultation responses.!

!

Amongst the the day-today benefits of joint
working a mission statement had been drawn
up and Noël James had taken on more of the
ASHTAV admin work so that John Shaw had
more time to work on the Tavasham game.!

!

John Shaw noted that recently there was a lot
more interest among the membership and
wider community in terms of getting involved
with Community Planning – an e.g. was that of
Locality, who were inundated with requests
and to whom ASHTAV now had a potentially
strong link through the Historic Towns Forums’
Chair – Dave Chetwyn, who was an advisor to
Locality and who had recently won one of the
large Locality delivery contracts, through his
company, Urban Vision CIC.!
!

!

This provided a good opportunity for
workshops, which would become useful over
the next few years, as Neighbourhood
Planning now has legal status and cannot be
ignored. It was hoped that Neighbourhood
Planning would help to engender respect for
the historic environment, particularly in
ASHTAV’s view in terms of the social,
economic, historic and archaeological view of
communities. It was thought that the link with
HTF through community planning, good
practice and transfer of knowledge would help
to reinforce this for members. This would help
in some small measure to set off the fear/
reality that Local Government might see!
Neighbourhood Planning as a drain on
resources – (i.e. - cutting planning help/advice/!
conservation drastically), yet still obliged to
provide support to local communities and
those involved in the Neighbourhood Planning
process.!

!

Political issues to be considered included the
risk that some District Councils appeared to be
strongly opposed to power being devolved to
Parish Councils; that Neighbourhood Planning
in many cases might almost be a salvation for
the planning system, given that cuts have
helped planning to become merely a tick box
exercise; and that none of this is good for
planning – planning needs to be about
communities – planning should be about the
bringing together of disparate elements –
working with HTF is a means to promote to a
wider membership and working strategically to
ensure that smaller communities don’t feel
swamped by larger memberships.!

!

It was proposed that the merger
model would consist of permanent
Directors in the form of NJ, JS and
admin assistance. There will be a
need to increase the income to add
administration. It was proposed
that there would be two Boards –
one to look after the legacy, and
one to look after the operational
arm.!

!

After the AGM Debbie Dance
(Director) gave a talk and
conducted tour of Oxford Castle!

!
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Development, growth and the historic environment
–unholy trinity or happy necessity?	

Reported by Noël James!
Monday	
  18	
  November	
  2013	
  
Exeter	
  -‐	
  Historic	
  Towns	
  forum	
  and	
  ASHTAV	
  joint	
  event.	
  

The	
  pressure	
  of	
  growth	
  and	
  the	
  con2nuing	
  need	
  
for	
  good	
  development	
  is	
  a	
  perennial	
  issue	
  for	
  
historic	
  towns	
  and	
  se7lements	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  
current,	
  but	
  also	
  of	
  great	
  concern.	
  How	
  do	
  we	
  plan	
  
for	
  growth	
  in	
  these	
  2mes	
  of	
  austerity	
  where	
  the	
  
historic	
  built	
  environment	
  no	
  longer	
  seems	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  
priority?	
  
These	
  are	
  challenging	
  2mes	
  for	
  planning.	
  The	
  wide	
  
range	
  of	
  changes	
  brought	
  in	
  by	
  the	
  Coali2on	
  
Government,	
  a	
  commitment	
  to	
  Localism,	
  
simpliﬁca2on	
  of	
  the	
  planning	
  system	
  and	
  the	
  
importance	
  of	
  planning	
  to	
  promote	
  economic	
  
prosperity	
  may	
  perhaps	
  be	
  seen	
  to	
  clash	
  with	
  the	
  
ethos	
  of	
  conserva2on	
  in	
  historic	
  towns	
  and	
  
se7lements.	
  But	
  sensi2ve	
  development	
  is	
  key	
  to	
  
economic	
  growth,	
  and	
  is	
  necessary	
  to	
  provide	
  
good	
  quality	
  housing	
  for	
  our	
  exploding	
  popula2on.	
  	
  
The	
  two	
  can	
  coexist.	
  
Brown	
  Belt	
  and	
  Green	
  Belt	
  building	
  are	
  some	
  of,	
  
but	
  not	
  the	
  only,	
  issues	
  to	
  be	
  considered.	
  This	
  
seminar	
  will	
  explore	
  these	
  and	
  other	
  concerns	
  and	
  
oﬀer	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  discuss	
  and	
  plan	
  for	
  the	
  future.	
  	
  

Children on Stepcote Hill circa 1900

AHer	
  a	
  brief	
  introduc2on	
  from	
  John	
  Shaw	
  
(Director,	
  ASHTAV)	
  and	
  Noël	
  James	
  (Director,	
  HTF),	
  
Ray	
  Green,	
  long-‐standing	
  ASHTAV	
  member,	
  vice	
  
President	
  and	
  one	
  2me	
  City	
  Planning	
  Oﬃcer	
  in	
  
Exeter,	
  explained	
  the	
  reasoning	
  behind	
  this	
  
par2cular	
  joint	
  event	
  in	
  Exeter.	
  

housing	
  development	
  and	
  taking	
  pressure	
  oﬀ	
  
surrounding	
  small	
  towns	
  and	
  villages	
  –	
  they	
  have	
  
beneﬁted	
  from	
  development	
  as	
  it	
  has	
  kept	
  their	
  
centres	
  going.	
  The	
  growth	
  of	
  the	
  University	
  and	
  
the	
  link	
  with	
  the	
  College	
  of	
  London	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  
good	
  connec2on.	
  Overall	
  the	
  growth	
  and	
  
development	
  in	
  Exeter	
  are	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  
successful	
  integra2on	
  –	
  1500	
  well-‐maintained	
  
listed	
  buildings	
  are	
  tes2mony	
  to	
  this.	
  	
  

As	
  in	
  other	
  historic	
  towns,	
  as	
  Exeter	
  has	
  expanded	
  
it	
  has	
  taken	
  over	
  village	
  and	
  local	
  town	
  centres.	
  
Exeter’s	
  hill	
  seZng	
  had	
  enabled	
  a	
  degree	
  of	
  
protec2on	
  	
  but	
  now	
  development	
  is	
  creeping	
  too	
  
far	
  up	
  the	
  hills.	
  The	
  policy	
  of	
  controlling	
  
development	
  east	
  and	
  west	
  and	
  instead	
  
developing	
  north	
  and	
  south	
  seems	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  
successful.	
  Development	
  of	
  Cranbrook	
  –	
  the	
  new	
  
town	
  to	
  the	
  east	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  has	
  helped	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  

Richard	
  Morrice,	
  Be#er	
  Heritage	
  Protec.on:	
  
Government	
  Advice	
  Team,	
  English	
  Heritage	
  
followed	
  Ray	
  with	
  his	
  presenta2on	
  on	
  Growth	
  and	
  
the	
  Na2onal	
  Planning	
  Policy	
  Guidance	
  –	
  the	
  
heritage	
  perspec2ve.	
  Richard	
  started	
  by	
  detailing	
  
the	
  long	
  tradi2on	
  of	
  heritage	
  protec2on	
  reform	
  
within	
  the	
  UK	
  –	
  leading	
  down	
  to	
  Planning	
  for	
  the	
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Historic	
  Environment	
  Prac2ce	
  Guide	
  (PPS5),	
  
Conserva2on	
  Principles	
  and	
  the	
  current	
  reform	
  
process.	
  Focus	
  has	
  been	
  on	
  how	
  heritage	
  
signiﬁcance	
  should	
  be	
  read,	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  
a	
  world	
  that	
  has	
  several	
  diﬀerent	
  protec2on	
  
systems.	
  It	
  is	
  necessary	
  to	
  join	
  up	
  and	
  understand	
  
the	
  diﬀerent	
  systems	
  (e.g.	
  Listed	
  buildings;	
  
Scheduled	
  Ancient	
  monuments;	
  Parks/Gardens,	
  
etc)	
  although	
  to	
  can	
  be	
  diﬃcult	
  to	
  ﬁnd	
  a	
  system	
  
that	
  joins	
  these	
  up	
  in	
  a	
  rigorous	
  but	
  generalised	
  
way	
  approach	
  which	
  also	
  includes	
  heritage	
  of	
  
undesignated	
  signiﬁcance.	
  

Authori2es	
  should	
  provide	
  this.	
  	
  The	
  NPPG	
  will	
  
signpost	
  only	
  to	
  websites/organisa2ons	
  with	
  a	
  
statutory	
  role.	
  	
  
The	
  growth	
  agenda	
  has	
  been	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  most	
  
Bri2sh	
  Government,	
  and	
  usually	
  has	
  been	
  seen	
  as	
  
problema2c.	
  At	
  the	
  2me	
  lis2ng	
  was	
  introduced	
  
heritage	
  protec2on	
  was	
  seen	
  to	
  be	
  against	
  
development.	
  Now	
  there	
  is	
  some	
  eﬀort	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  
heritage	
  protec2on	
  does	
  not	
  impose	
  unnecessary	
  
burdens	
  on	
  development.	
  It	
  is	
  intended	
  that	
  new	
  
statutory	
  provisions	
  will	
  see	
  that	
  Conserva2on	
  
Area	
  Consent	
  is	
  abolished,	
  and	
  will	
  introduce:	
  

1913	
  saw	
  the	
  ﬁrst	
  Act	
  for	
  buildings’	
  protec2on,	
  
although	
  this	
  was	
  limited.	
  

•	

 Listed	
  Building	
  Heritage	
  Partnership	
  
Agreements	
  

PPS5	
  worked	
  as	
  a	
  framework	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  thinking	
  
about	
  conserva2on	
  –	
  the	
  follow	
  up	
  to	
  this	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  
theory	
  of	
  the	
  NPPF	
  and	
  the	
  general	
  framework	
  is	
  
intended	
  to	
  be	
  much	
  the	
  same.	
  PPS5	
  was	
  
accompanied	
  by	
  a	
  prac2ce	
  guide.	
  While	
  this	
  was	
  
never	
  completely	
  ﬁnished	
  and	
  has	
  now	
  been	
  
overtaken	
  by	
  the	
  Na2onal	
  Planning	
  Policy	
  
Framework	
  (NPPF),	
  the	
  current	
  NPPF	
  guidance	
  is	
  
not	
  yet	
  substan2ve	
  and	
  the	
  PPS5	
  Prac2ce	
  guide	
  is	
  
s2ll	
  in	
  place	
  un2l	
  such	
  2me	
  as	
  the	
  NPPF	
  guidance	
  
becomes	
  oﬃcial.	
  

•	

 Na2onal	
  and	
  Local	
  Listed	
  Building	
  Consent	
  
Orders	
  
•	

 Cer2ﬁcate	
  of	
  Lawfulness	
  of	
  Proposed	
  works	
  
•	

 Cer2ﬁcates	
  of	
  Immunity	
  from	
  Lis2ng	
  
•	

 Deﬁni2on	
  of	
  Extent	
  of	
  Special	
  Interest	
  of	
  a	
  
Listed	
  Building	
  
It	
  is	
  generally	
  felt	
  in	
  the	
  sector	
  that	
  the	
  
contribu2on	
  of	
  heritage	
  to	
  growth	
  is	
  overlooked	
  
and	
  that	
  investment	
  in	
  heritage	
  adds	
  to	
  the	
  
contribu2on	
  of	
  heritage	
  to	
  a	
  vibrant	
  and	
  vital	
  
economy.	
  

The	
  Government	
  view	
  on	
  what	
  guidance	
  should	
  
entail	
  is	
  not	
  always	
  well-‐received.	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  
dis2nct	
  diﬀerence	
  between	
  policy	
  –	
  what	
  must	
  
happen,	
  and	
  guidance	
  –	
  sugges2ons	
  as	
  to	
  how	
  to	
  
achieve	
  policy.	
  The	
  NPPF	
  has	
  introduced	
  the	
  idea	
  
of	
  removing	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  guidance	
  and	
  has	
  
cleared	
  the	
  decks	
  considerably	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  –	
  this	
  
has	
  allowed	
  Government	
  and	
  prac22oners	
  
(through	
  consulta2on)	
  to	
  consider	
  long	
  and	
  hard	
  	
  
what	
  the	
  issues	
  should	
  really	
  be.	
  

Conserva2on	
  is	
  integral	
  to	
  Sustainable	
  
Development	
  and	
  the	
  sector	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  good	
  
at	
  ﬁnding	
  and	
  sustaining	
  viable	
  uses	
  for	
  the	
  
historic	
  environment,	
  hence	
  its	
  survival.	
  This	
  is	
  
something	
  that	
  should	
  be	
  recognised	
  in	
  the	
  NPPF.	
  
Steven	
  Bee	
  Principle,	
  Steven	
  Bee	
  Urban	
  Counsel	
  /	
  
HTF	
  Execu.ve,	
  followed	
  with	
  his	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  
human	
  element	
  in	
  our	
  historic	
  se7lements.	
  Steven	
  
thought	
  the	
  refreshment	
  of	
  guidance	
  was	
  a	
  useful	
  
opportunity	
  and	
  hoped	
  that	
  the	
  historic	
  evidence	
  
of	
  growth	
  decline	
  and	
  stasis	
  meant	
  that	
  we	
  were	
  
learning	
  our	
  lessons	
  from	
  the	
  past.	
  Growth	
  could	
  
be	
  divided	
  into	
  diﬀerent	
  categories:	
  scale;	
  value;	
  
worth;	
  realisa2on;	
  and	
  spirituality.	
  At	
  the	
  
community	
  level	
  this	
  was	
  important	
  in	
  deﬁning	
  
growth	
  within	
  individual	
  communi2es.	
  

The	
  NPPF	
  is	
  not	
  guidance	
  –	
  it	
  is	
  policy.	
  It	
  is	
  thought	
  
the	
  guidance	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  in	
  3	
  layers:	
  
•	

 Government	
  NPPG	
  
•	

 Sectoral	
  guidance	
  
•	

 Technical	
  guidance	
  (case	
  studies)	
  
Guidance	
  should	
  add	
  value	
  to	
  policy	
  and	
  should	
  
not	
  include	
  narra2ve	
  nor	
  good	
  prac2ce	
  –	
  Local	
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It	
  was	
  also	
  important	
  to	
  realise	
  the	
  eﬀect	
  of	
  
growth	
  over	
  2me,	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  planning	
  and	
  
opportunism	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  case	
  of	
  thinking	
  of	
  the	
  long	
  
term,	
  or	
  the	
  long	
  now’	
  view.	
  Government’s	
  
a7empts	
  to	
  promote	
  growth	
  –	
  arguably	
  at	
  any	
  cost	
  
–	
  could	
  be	
  damaging.	
  

growth	
  for	
  heritage	
  and	
  
vice	
  versa.	
  He	
  began	
  by	
  
voicing	
  that	
  heritage	
  is	
  a	
  
powerful	
  driver	
  for	
  growth	
  
–	
  that	
  it	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  
seen	
  by	
  Government,	
  or	
  
anyone,	
  as	
  a	
  barrier.	
  
Dave Chetwyn
Heritage	
  contributes	
  to	
  
economic	
  and	
  social	
  value.	
  
There	
  is	
  a	
  direct	
  rela2onship	
  between	
  an	
  area’s	
  
environment	
  and	
  its	
  ability	
  to	
  a7ract	
  investment	
  –	
  
the	
  quality	
  of	
  a	
  place	
  is	
  very	
  important	
  as	
  an	
  
economic	
  indicator.	
  

In	
  terms	
  of	
  heritage	
  there	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  growth,	
  
and	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  strengths	
  of	
  heritage	
  in	
  this	
  
include:	
  iden2ty;	
  con2nuity;	
  adaptability,	
  diversity;	
  
and	
  transforma2on.	
  	
  
A	
  good	
  example	
  of	
  growth	
  in	
  the	
  historic	
  built	
  
environment	
  is	
  Oxford	
  –	
  ﬁnding	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  promote	
  
and	
  accommodate	
  the	
  increased	
  desire	
  for	
  growth	
  
and	
  ac2vity	
  (because	
  of	
  the	
  a7ractors	
  of	
  the	
  place)	
  
without	
  destroying	
  the	
  very	
  things	
  that	
  encourage	
  
the	
  growth.	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  understand	
  heritage	
  
in	
  terms	
  of	
  apprecia2ng	
  it	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  future.	
  
Indeed,	
  there	
  are	
  some	
  aspects	
  of	
  our	
  heritage	
  
that	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  let	
  go	
  of	
  and	
  move	
  on	
  from	
  –	
  if	
  it	
  
has	
  	
  no	
  real	
  value	
  and	
  has	
  served	
  its	
  purpose	
  then	
  
it	
  is	
  2me	
  to	
  let	
  it	
  go.	
  Growth	
  encompasses	
  this	
  and	
  
is	
  not	
  always	
  a	
  nega2ve	
  thing	
  when	
  considered	
  in	
  
this	
  light.	
  Much	
  change	
  happens	
  because	
  we	
  have	
  
allowed	
  it	
  to	
  because	
  of	
  our	
  human	
  habits	
  and	
  
behaviour	
  –	
  for	
  example,	
  retail	
  and	
  high	
  streets	
  –	
  
high	
  streets	
  come	
  down	
  to	
  2mescale	
  –	
  over	
  what	
  
2me	
  scale	
  are	
  we	
  expec2ng	
  them	
  to	
  regenerate?	
  
The	
  fact	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  retail	
  reﬂects	
  what	
  
we	
  seem	
  to	
  want	
  –	
  it	
  has	
  changed	
  because	
  we	
  
have	
  changed	
  it	
  –	
  we	
  need	
  a	
  longer	
  2mescale	
  and	
  
to	
  take	
  a	
  diﬀerent	
  view	
  on	
  what	
  retail	
  actually	
  is	
  –	
  
shopping	
  as	
  we	
  know	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  rela2vely	
  recent	
  
ac2vity.	
  The	
  historic	
  buildings	
  in	
  the	
  high	
  street	
  
were	
  not	
  always	
  shops.	
  The	
  high	
  street	
  is	
  an	
  
opportunity	
  for	
  people	
  to	
  inﬂuence	
  the	
  vitality	
  of	
  
places.	
  

Quality	
  of	
  environment	
  is	
  a	
  vital	
  factor	
  in	
  a7rac2ng	
  
companies/people/tourism/development	
  to	
  an	
  
area	
  and	
  this	
  in	
  turn	
  aﬀects	
  an	
  area’s	
  ability	
  to	
  
a7ract	
  investment.	
  Most	
  exis2ng	
  heritage	
  
buildings	
  in	
  the	
  environment	
  are	
  in	
  use,	
  and	
  this	
  is	
  
because	
  of	
  their	
  adaptability	
  and	
  u2lity	
  factor	
  –	
  for	
  
it	
  to	
  remain	
  in	
  produc2ve	
  use	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  prove	
  
that	
  it	
  is	
  capable	
  of	
  this.	
  If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  demolish	
  
then	
  it	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  proved	
  that	
  it	
  isn’t	
  capable	
  of	
  
this.	
  Heritage	
  has	
  always	
  been	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  
economic	
  strategy	
  and	
  an	
  important	
  part	
  of	
  
regenera2ng	
  town	
  and	
  city	
  centres.	
  The	
  
refurbishment	
  of	
  heritage	
  buildings	
  can	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  
a	
  way	
  of	
  puZng	
  an	
  area	
  on	
  the	
  map	
  –	
  e.g.	
  the	
  
Bal2c	
  Flour	
  Mill	
  in	
  Gateshead.	
  
It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  address	
  market	
  failure	
  and	
  
understand	
  this	
  in	
  under	
  performing	
  areas.	
  Market	
  
failure	
  is	
  a	
  threat	
  to	
  built	
  heritage.	
  
The	
  third	
  sector	
  and	
  social	
  enterprises	
  are	
  oHen	
  
involved	
  here	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  turning	
  old	
  buildings	
  into	
  
community	
  facili2es.	
  Innova2ve	
  reuse	
  of	
  the	
  
historic	
  built	
  environment	
  can	
  help	
  to	
  avoid	
  clone	
  
towns.	
  

Because	
  technology	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  do	
  things	
  quickly	
  
we	
  shorten	
  our	
  expecta2ons.	
  While	
  we	
  should	
  be	
  
taking	
  advantage	
  of	
  this	
  technology	
  we	
  should	
  not	
  
stop	
  thinking	
  about	
  the	
  long	
  term.	
  

When	
  considering	
  regenera2on	
  and	
  the	
  
sustainability	
  in	
  the	
  historic	
  built	
  environment	
  for	
  
community	
  facili2es	
  in	
  this	
  way	
  other	
  posi2ve	
  
factors	
  to	
  consider	
  are	
  the	
  eﬀect	
  it	
  has	
  on	
  human	
  
resources,	
  skilled	
  employment,	
  be7er	
  paid	
  jobs,	
  
mixed	
  use	
  and	
  sustainability.	
  Heritage	
  involves	
  
more	
  sustainable	
  and	
  inclusive	
  ways	
  of	
  involving	
  
the	
  community	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  regenera2on	
  than	
  is	
  
oHen	
  considered.	
  Conserva2on	
  in	
  actual	
  

Dave	
  Chetwyn,	
  Director,	
  Urban	
  Vision,	
  CIC	
  /	
  Chair,	
  
Historic	
  Towns	
  Forum,	
  was	
  up	
  next	
  with	
  his	
  
presenta2on	
  on	
  Development	
  –	
  a	
  posi2ve	
  force	
  for	
  
local	
  growth	
  in	
  the	
  historic	
  environment	
  –	
  which	
  
looked	
  at	
  how	
  to	
  maximize	
  the	
  posi2ves	
  of	
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prac2ce	
  helps	
  to	
  reconcile	
  values	
  and	
  aid	
  
understanding	
  of	
  the	
  overall	
  contribu2on	
  heritage	
  
makes	
  to	
  the	
  economy.	
  

afresh.	
  Development	
  of	
  more	
  out	
  of	
  town	
  retail	
  
sites	
  and	
  so	
  on	
  is	
  in	
  danger	
  of	
  eventually	
  impac2ng	
  
on	
  the	
  Green	
  Belt.	
  Recent	
  relaxa2ons	
  don’t	
  appear	
  
to	
  make	
  a	
  great	
  deal	
  of	
  diﬀerence	
  to	
  those	
  made	
  
in	
  2008.	
  Legisla2on	
  at	
  the	
  moment	
  is	
  s2ll	
  in	
  ﬂux	
  
and	
  this	
  causes	
  concern.	
  The	
  status	
  of	
  special	
  
landscape	
  areas	
  is	
  very	
  signiﬁcant	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  
places	
  where	
  there	
  isn’t	
  any	
  protec2ve	
  green	
  belt,	
  
but	
  only	
  Sites	
  of	
  Special	
  Scien2ﬁc	
  Interest	
  and	
  
Areas	
  of	
  Natural	
  Beauty	
  are	
  generally	
  included	
  in	
  
Local	
  Plans.	
  

Finally,	
  Fiona	
  Barker	
  of	
  Burgess	
  Salmon	
  spoke	
  on	
  
The	
  Government	
  perspec2ve	
  –	
  what	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  
know.	
  She	
  began	
  by	
  covering	
  the	
  legisla2on	
  
regarding	
  growth	
  and	
  the	
  Green	
  Belt.	
  Green	
  Belt	
  
policy	
  delineates:	
  
•	

 Where	
  it	
  is	
  appropriate	
  and	
  inappropriate	
  
to	
  develop	
  

AHer	
  the	
  talks	
  delegates	
  par2cipated	
  in	
  a	
  lively	
  
ques2on	
  and	
  answer	
  session,	
  and	
  then	
  had	
  a	
  
delicious	
  lunch	
  at	
  Bill’s,	
  in	
  Exeter	
  town	
  centre.	
  

•	

 Provision	
  for	
  developing	
  land	
  
•	

 Release	
  of	
  land	
  from	
  the	
  Green	
  Belt	
  that	
  
would	
  be	
  safeguarded	
  for	
  a	
  limited	
  period	
  
of	
  2me	
  

!
For	
  more	
  details	
  on	
  the	
  presenta2ons,	
  please	
  see	
  	
  
the	
  ASHTAV	
  or	
  HTF	
  website,	
  where	
  they	
  are	
  
uploaded.	
  

•	

 Permi7ed	
  development	
  
Government	
  intends	
  to	
  bring	
  these	
  changes	
  into	
  
force	
  in	
  2014.	
  In	
  terms	
  of	
  the	
  housing	
  deﬁcit	
  it	
  is	
  
be7er	
  to	
  reuse	
  what	
  already	
  exists	
  than	
  to	
  create	
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Heritage Assets are Assets not Liabilities	

by John Keleher Totnes Civic Society

!

academic, authoritative and sometimes on
the preachy side. On the other hand the
aim of the books by Simon Jenkins and
Todd Gray (2) is to suggest which
churches we might visit, and to help us by
providing us with guidelines when we visit
them. (In this respect the books aim to
perform a similar kind of service as the
2013 Reith lectures, namely to help us to
sort out our thinking and appreciation, and
to provide some kind of framework within
which to help us develop confidence and
knowledge.) Jenkins, Michelin-like,
awards stars, one to five, to each of his
thousand. He awards five stars to only
twelve churches covering the whole of
England – and one of those is in Devon!
As you’d expect Ottery St Mary is also
on Gray’s list.!

Heritage	
  assets	
  are	
  assets	
  not	
  liabili.es.	
  They	
  are	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  
	
  
	
  that	
  makes	
  this	
  country	
  worthwhile	
  ......	
  	
  	
  	
  
ASHTAV	
  	
  Spring	
  2013	
  (1)	
  

....... and among these heritage
assets stand thousands of parish
churches. According to Simon Jenkins (1)
there are about eight thousand of them
which were built before the Reformation,
and about the same number which were
built more recently. Their function as
places of worship is certainly on the
decline in this increasingly secular age,
and as a result of the consequent falling off
in the number of people making up the
congregation. Yet thousands of people still
go to them, not necessarily on Sundays;
not necessarily to kneel. Like Philip
Larkin, as he points out in his “Church
Going”, we may not know what it is that
draws us there – but something does. It
might be a spiritual thing, or it might be an
awe of the buildings themselves and their
contents. Like Larkin we may not know
why we go, but go we do – and in everincreasing numbers. But whatever our
reason for visiting there can be no denying
that that these buildings are a vital part of
our heritage. They are assets to be saved,
but they will only be saved if we appreciate
and value them.!
!
!

An absolute must for anyone visiting or
living in Devon, assuming she/he crawls,
is Todd Gray’s beautifully illustrated book.

Now I gather that going to churches for
reasons other than prayer is nowadays
known as ‘crawling’. Unfortunately, the
vast majority of us crawlers, just like
Larkin, don’t really know what we’re
looking for - or at. But mercifully help is at
hand in the form of a number of books,
many of which have been around for some
time. The older ones tend to be rather dry, !

Plympton St Mary
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Both he and Jenkins are keen to point out
that their selections are purely personal despite the authoritative tone of the titles
of their books, one might add. However,
it’s interesting to note here that of Jenkins’
thousand best churches in England thirtythree are located in Devon. And of Grey’s
fifty best Devon churches eighteen appear
in Jenkins’ Devon list of thirty-three.!
!
For those of us who do live in Devon the
chances are that there will be a few of
these fine churches nearby! In fact within
easy reach from, say, Totnes there are
seventeen churches which are on one or
other of these lists, and they all fall within
an area bounded by the sea, the A38,
Plymouth and Exeter. (OK. Plympton St
Mary’s is a couple of miles off the A38 but
it’s certainly worth bending the criterion
for.) !

In addition there is information on
accessibility. Jenkins finds that any
inaccessibility is, in many cases due to the
attitude of the vicar or the churchwardens
rather than to the location of the church or
the value of its contents. So crawlers in
Devon should make sure they follow the
guidance offered by Gray with regard to
the accessibility to each and every one of
the churches on his list. !

!

A curiosity at Ottery
Saint Mary.!

!

Is it an elephant
gargoyle or a
representation of
Ganesh the Hindu
god of wisdom?

!
Armed with these two volumes we can
crawl with more confidence, and by sodoing help, in the long-run, to ensure the
survival of these magnificent features of
our heritage. But with falling numbers in
congregations there are financial
repercussions for these churches, so let’s
make sure that after our visits we leave
behind something rather more substantial
than the Irish sixpence that Larkin, in
“Churchgoing”, says he left on his way
back to his bike.!
! !

An enigma at Totnes St Mary

(1) Simon Jenkins England’s Thousand best

!

Churches . Penguin Group (1999.) !

(2) Todd Gray Devon’s Fifty Best Churches

These two books contain essential help
and guidance for us tyro-crawlers. For
example, each of these authors provides a
very useful quick historical overview of the
various styles of church architecture. Then
they draw our attention to the main
features of a particular church: it might be
a font, a screen, a window. the pews, an
altar, a pulpit , statue and so on.!

Mint Press (2011.) !

!
Dr Todd Gray is Research Fellow at
Exeter University and currently on a
research project in the History
Department for the Pilgrim Trust
recording the ancient bench ends of the
South West of England. He is the author
of more than 40 books including Devon's
Ancient Bench Ends.
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!
!
!
!

Tavasham News	

by John Shaw!

!
!

architecturally and historically, of the
buildings and streets in Tavasham. A!
project plan and costings have been
produced that will back up our
application to the Heritage Lottery
Fund to help fund the next phase. We
have also been in touch with a possible
sponsor who has shown great interest
in the opportunities the game presents
for sensitive development in historic
areas.!

Things have been moving along at an
increased pace recently with the
Tavasham game.!

!

Following the Planning Minister’s
comments about the desirability of
including community involvement in the
game,
module has been designed based on
Locality’s Road Map to Neighbourhood
Planning (written by our colleague
Dave Chetwyn, Chairman of the
Historic Towns Forum). Our software
partners have confirmed that the
module can be incorporated quite
easily.!

!

Subject to funding being available the
next few months will see considerable
work being done on accurate street
plans and building models for
Tavasham that will add greatly to the
realism of the game.!

!

!

We have also been working with our
software partner to improve the
appearance and accuracy, both !

Below is the presentation prepared for
the HTF bid!

!
!
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Tavasham is an immersive simulation that
focuses on creating a successful town whilst
maintaining it’s original heritage and character.
Tavasham acts as a fantastic insight into the
processes used to develop small towns within
the UK and the difficult decisions that face
communities and councils. The core areas of
gameplay are as follows: !
Restoration !
Players are tasked with restoring buildings
around Tavasham. Careful consideration on the
aesthetics need to be taken into account so that
heritage and character aren’t lost. !
Regeneration !
Properties in the town are either residential or
commercial. Different types of !

businesses can be installed, players need to be
mindful of the impact they will have on the
community and other established businesses. !
Conservation !
Players need to consider the character and
appearance of the town as it becomes more
popular and new areas of it develop. !
New Development !
Using Tavasham’s “planning mode” players can
choose to develop the town and it’s
surroundings.!

!

Platforms !
IOS (iPhone & iPad) !
High End Android Mobile Devices !
Online Web Version !

Buildings !
The buildings around Tavasham are
essentially one of ‘the game’s’ key focus
areas. They create revenue for the town and
maintaining heritage increases tourism and
property values. Some key functionalities and
features are listed below: !

tutorials and also “POI Guide” icons attached
to the building parts. Tapping on these icons
gives the players a brief history and style
direction attached to the building e.g
Georgian. Repairing a building with windows
or render that isn’t suitable for it’s heritage
can result in a fine (loss of Heritage Points)
and the work will need to be removed.
Players need to make informed decisions
when restoring and amending. !

!

The buildings in the final version of Tavasham
will be created in more detail. The buildings
proportions and architectural detail will be
created accurately adding to the simulation
and educational value of the application. !

!

Once a building is restored it will need to be
maintained. Materials can age with time and
also wear with passing traffic and the
seasonal changes. Crime can also be
another factor that can cause damage (see
Human Presence section). Players maintain
buildings via the “Build Mode” using raw
materials such as concrete, limestone and
mortar to make repairs. When working on a
building the game will play through a “timelapse” mode. The time-lapse will slowly pan
around Tavasham and the sun will rise and

!

Buildings may need to be restored and
maintained. When a player first comes across
a building it may be in disrepair. The roof,
windows, render and doors may need
replacing. This can be actioned by the player
via the “build” menu. Players must however
be aware of which fittings they choose to
repair and restore the building. !
Players will receive some guidance via
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and fall quickly a number of times to indicate
what is taking place. Finally it will notify the
player how long has passed e.g “5 months
later”. This adds anticipation, realism and
reward to the simulation. !

Buildings will have a symbiotic relationship
with the community. Players need to be
conscious to cater for their community’s
needs (communicated by the town’s folk).

!

Buildings can be used as either
commercial or residential
properties. As a commercial
property the players will be
tasked to choose a trader to
install. It’s important to have a
diverse selection of traders and
maintain healthy competition. !

!

A residential property’s rent is
linked to it’s market value.
Having a well presented town
that’s rich in heritage means
higher market and rent values. !

!

Once a trader is made active or
a property is let, revenue is
created which the player
collects and can be used when
restoring and adding to
Tavasham. The success and
outcome of these decisions can
be seen on the Tavasham
“Overview” screen (see page
06 ). !
- Like / Dislikes: Eg Likes The New Bakery
(this information revealed as a “bark”, an
icon above their head) !

Human Presence 	

!
NPCs (Non-Playing Characters) !
Residential (Civilians) !
Commuters (Work attire) !
Tourists (Civilians - different look). !
The NPCs will walk around the town, to
places of work, shops, sites of interest e.g.
new developments and offer players
feedback on the current status of
Tavasham. !

!

Players can zoom in on individuals for a
focussed synopsis of the selected
character. This can cover !
information like: !
- Name !
- Occupation !
- Type: Residential / Tourist / Commuter !
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Tavasham’s population is directly affected
by how the player chooses to mould the
town. For example, if the player chooses to
focus on creating office blocks in a !
particular area, the level of commuters
would rise, thus traffic would become more
dense, the area would also spawn
corporate looking NPCs and surrounding
properties’ value could rise. !

!

Any new development will get the attention
of all NPC’s within radius, who will
investigate it and offer simple visual
feedback in the form of a thought bubble to
help guide the player. !
If the player intends to make a change to
the town that the NPC’s disagree with
strongly, a picket line and protest could
occur, giving the player the option to
continue with their intended plan or to
review and please the population. !

Traffic Flow !
Dependant on a number of factors these
can vary from employment rates, types of
traders (large traders are likely to have
higher HGV rates), the residential
population, areas of interest for tourists for
example. Car parking is also something for
the player to consider when addressing
traffic flow. !

!

!

Environmental Impact !
Areas of the town with busy roads will
suffer air pollution which defaces the
masonry and also affects any plant life.
These initial signs give the player visual
feedback that an action is required.
Players can take a number of preventative
measures e.g Installing electric car charge!
points at the local service station (See
Environmental section) !
Damaged Road Surfaces !
Over time road surfaces will become
damaged. There could be a number of
reasons from general use, (damage !
accelerated with high rates of HGV’s) to
weather conditions.!

On the other hand if the player neglects
areas, such as poor street lighting or
unkept streets, graffiti / vandalism will
occur which devalue the area. !
If the player doesn’t provide for the NPC
requirements e.g. shops, places of work,
places of interest, fuel stations. These
establishments will begin to close down
one by one over time and Residential
NPC’s will move out of the area until the
player remedies the issues. !

!
Traffic!
!

Cars and HGVs will navigate around the
Tavasham town. These will not only add
reality to the visual side of the simulation
but will also represent how increased
traffic can cause issues within a small
town. Examples below: !
Roadworks !
Roadworks will appear from time to time.
This could be to repair the surface or are
required during a restoration where a
street may be closed. Roadworks will have
an effect on the flow of traffic through the
Town. !

!
!
!
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Planning Mode !

• Player choice of development effects,
tourism, community, environment,
employment and crime. !

!

Tavasham will include a new planning
feature that will allow players to create new
buildings, repurpose current buildings and
also make vital decisions on new residential
structures and installations. The planning
mode brings in social functionality
encouraging players to work together. !

• Voting / committee and other intricate
mechanics could be reflected through
stylised info-graphics - example style
below!

!

Players will have a choice of Predefined
Neighbourhoods (committees will be already
established, game AI (Artificial Intelligence)

will take into account the players previous
decisions and their town at the time of
decision) !

!

Each neighbourhood has various different
plans for players to choose from, these can
be unlocked as the game progresses.
Certain plans can only be accessed by users
involving their “friends” who act as members
within their Neighbourhood Forum (See
example). !

!

Planning mode creates a game loop that can
transcend missions & levels, allowing
players to keep reshaping Tavasham !

!
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!
!
!
!
!

Stylised info-graphic - This is how effects
and actions of decisions could be displayed
to users. The overview screen would give a
player insight into how their Tavasham is
doing from the success of the high street to
the heritage importance of their buildings. !

Planning Mode Example !
Step 1!

A player puts forward a
change they would like to
make within their Tavasham
town. The example above
shows a player called
“Andy” who is looking to
change the “Tavi Fountain”
for a “Cast Iron” one. !

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

!

The change is then sent out
to other Tavasham users
that have been appointed
members of the players
“Neighbourhood Forum”.
The other players are met
with a screen similar to
above that shows the
proposed change and gives
them the option to “agree”
or “disagree” with the
decision. The full game
would also feature access
to planning information and
the town’s overall stats
helping players to make an
informed decision. !

Finally after all friends have
voted, Andy will receive a
notification that the result is
in. After clicking on the
notification icon the above
screen will reveal the overall
result of the proposed
change. In this case the
change has been rejected.
All the players including
computer Ai players who
voted are revealed and the
% of votes is also shown.
The plan can be
resubmitted but it would be
sensible to assess the
reasons why it failed first.

Step 2!

Step 3!

!

Environmental!

!

building up the town’s prosperity but also
being mindful of the implications to wildlife. !

!

Seasonal Weather !
This adds an aesthetic feedback to the game
but also causes restraints for the players.
Colder seasons can limit when building work
can be carried out within the town. !

!

Environment will play an important part
within Tavasham. The changing seasons add
aesthetic charm and also create challenges
and effect decisions that players need to
overcome. Below are some examples: !

!

Flooding !
Tavasham is situated next to a small river.
Players need to be conscious of this and
may want to invest in defences and
precautions in preparation for the worst case
scenario. !
Storm / Lighting !

Sustainable Energy !
Wind and/or solar energy could be an option
but players need to be aware of what impact
this may have on wildlife, properties and the
local community

!

Bad storms can cause damage to buildings
and other features within the town !
Wildlife & Conservation !
Players need to keep a fine balance,
32

!
Tavasham Map Detail!
The map to the left shows in detail the
proposed building layout for Tavasham.
Creating the full version of Tavasham will
bring the bottom half of the map into play
allowing players more diverse scenarios that
include both commercial, residential and
communal properties
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Game-Flow And Player Progression !

players are constantly evolving the town with the
option of socially interacting with their friends.

!

Tavasham is a fictional British town, which
allows players to interact and look after their
very own town. Currency and points are earned
by creating a sustainable town. Tavasham is a
fully customisable and interactive experience
that simulates all your decisions. To get the
player started the simulation has an initial set of
missions highlighting topical issues of running a
real life town, these act as a guide to the
mechanics of the game and a town building
compass for when the player starts making their
own changes to Tavasham. Looking after
Tavasham may not be as easy as it seems, as
not all your decisions may please the population. !

!

Players are rewarded for taking the right course
of action which ranges from new
budgets,buildings,features,traders,civilians and
items. Players also choose to make structural
changes and have to make key decisions with
budgets to improve the community and heritage
values of their town. The new Neighbourhood
Planning and social features makes Tavasham
an open ended social building simulation where

!
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Extracts from members Newsletters and magazines	

Compiled by Anne Lock!
Please remember to send a copy of your magazine or newsletter to Anne at!
anne.lock12@btinternet.com or Little Lypiatt Farm, Corsham, Wiltshire SN13 9TR!

and appeared as it would have been when
used by a marshman and his family of
several children. !

The SHERINGHAM & DISTRICT
SOCIETY’S first page from their magazine
of last summer features a BBC Radio
Norfolk programme entitled “Treasure
Chest”. The presenter’s audience was duly
puzzled by the clues until one listener rang
in, having made the connection to the
Society’s Shell Gallery. It proved to be
excellent publicity and they benefitted from
an increased number of visitors the very
next day. !

!
!

A Visitor Report follows showing that the
Fisherman’s Heritage Centre had attracted
3000 visitors, with Easter Monday
contributing 160. A regular workforce of 11
enthusiastic volunteers treat every visitor
as an old friend – even those arriving from!
China and Japan! We are told the Shell
Gallery has a new feather flag fluttering
freely – so Sheringham has provided us
with a tongue twister to rival Peter Pepper! !

!

But their autumn edition features “A
Memory of Reg”. Reg Grimes, former
Chairman of the Society, and described as
a guiding light to the town with an eye for
all that would enhance and help retain the
character of Sheringham; the blue plaques
scheme; the history section; his support of
the planting of Black Poplars, bulbs and
shrubs. His most lasting legacies however
were The Peter Coke Fine Art Shell Gallery
(10,000 visitors so far) and The
Fisherman’s Heritage Centre. Reg had the
foresight to realise what an asset they
would prove to be for the town. !

!

The Changing Coastline was the title of a
talk by Rob Spray, a man who dives to
study the flora and fauna of the chalk reef,
but in the process has become
knowledgeable of the influences which
account for the changes in the North
Norfolk coastline. He spoke of Shipden,
thought to have been prosperous and
probably serving as a port until the Ness
was washed away around 1400, leaving
the current, smoothly rounded, coastline.
The remains of its church tower were still to
be seen until the 19th century, a mile from
the current shore, blown up eventually as a
hazard to shipping. !

!

An escorted walk last summer led by Dan
Hoare, a Broadlands Officer, to How Hill
took in a variety of habitats. Time was
spent in one of the hides from which they
watched two avocets and their young, plus
a couple of swallowtail butterflies. They
split into three groups for a
trip on the Electric Eel along
the dykes – the first saw a
water vole whilst the last
saw a Harris Hawk, Marsh
Harrier and Red Kite, but
everyone saw an amazing
variety of damsel and
dragonflies. !

!

The Augusta telescope is back in
Sheringham! Donated to the Museum by
Tom “Young Coaley”
Cooper, it is now on display
under the professional care
of the Mo Museum. Tom
Cooper, 90, emigrated to
Australia in 1991 being a
descendant of Tom “Barnes”
Cooper (left), the coxswain
of the Augusta and Henry
Ramey Upcher lifeboats. !

!

!

The water gardens were
beautiful whilst Toad Hole
Cottage had been restored
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Colin Seal, a popular Sheringham artist, is
also an innovator. As a result a local bus is
bedecked with postcard adverts of local
businesses and tourist attractions. It runs
on various local routes and it is hoped will
attract even more visitors to the town. The
Art Exhibition enjoyed yet another record
year, on this occasion in the Masonic
Centre. The extra space meant the event
was more relaxed as it was easier to
display the paintings to advantage. 83
were sold giving a profit to the Society of
£700. !

THE COOKHAM SOCIETY’S newsletters
make for interesting reading, this time it is
the launch of their Design Awards with a
leading architect joining the judging panel.
Three had been nominated and the winner
is to be announced on the Society’s
website: www.cookhamsociety.org.uk and a
plaque will be presented at the AGM which
is due to take place on the 3rd March when
members will hear Colin Berks speak on
the subject of “Saxon Cookham and Alfred
the Great”. !

!

!

There is also news of the start of Bisham’s
Neighbourhood Plan, which includes the
western fringe of Cookham Dean, there
having been four drop-in meetings thus far.
A photograph records that the painting of
the Bourne End Railway Bridge is well
underway, but that on one of the main
approaches to Cookham still creates a poor
impression. There are photographs of the
official opening of the John Lewis Heritage
Centre. The £2m project has converted a
derelict set of former farm buildings and
pottery into a state-of-the-art facility,
housing not only interesting documents
and artefacts, but also their unique fabric
collection – a nationally important resource
for students of fabric design.!

The Fishermen’s Heritage Centre
welcomed 11,312 visitors, 111 of these
were from overseas, the visitor’s book
recording those from 31 countries including
Anguilla, Iceland and Taiwan. They also
had visits from Gully’s grandson, Lewis
Emery’s grandson and descendants of the
Long’s, Bishop’s and Sadler’s families.
School visits from Hammersmith,
Loughborough and Crest, whilst there is a
colourful photo of visitors from their twin
town Otterndorf. Lenny “Teapot” West is
remembered. He was 86 and came from a
long line of Sheringham fishermen. He had
a passion for the town and its seafaring
heritage; for catching lobsters; making
model ships and putting them in bottles
and light bulbs; breeding canaries;
researching the history of his family and
home town and making traditional crab
pots. He was always to be seen wearing
his navy blue gansey, hand knitted with a
unique pattern for the West family by his
wife Ann and two of their four daughters.
His nickname was inherited from his
grandfather, John, who saved the life of a
British airman off Happisburgh Sands
during the First World War and was given a
silver teapot in return as a “thank you”.
This resulted in some of the town’s older
folk referring to Lenny as “young teapot”!
A brave man who helped with
Sheringham’s lifeboat launches in the
1960s and the last net mender on the
coast. To read more of their blue plaque
scheme please visit the website at www/
sheringhamsociety.com!

!
!
!
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event and Thames Water appears to have
informed the Council that the system is not
capable of accommodating any further
development unless improvements are
carried out. The Local Plan Consultation
highlighted and members urged to respond
to the proposals for 575 new dwellings, the
larger one seen as part of the corrosive
process of filling the gap which presently
exists between Cookham and Maidenhead.!

It is recorded that an application has been
lodged to demolish the former Westminster
Bank, an Art Deco building constructed
around the strong room with a floor in the
public area of hand-laid mosaic. Believed
to be of architectural merit as the only
surviving example of a purpose-built bank
dating from 1929.!
!
The repairs to the Sewage Treatment
Works at Little Marlow are almost complete
and the work of the Environment Agency
was applauded whilst the responses from
Thames Water were recorded as less than
satisfactory. The Society’s Causeway
Report appeared to have helped to
persuade the Borough Council to
reconsider its position as the Causeway
was opened to private vehicles during the
worst of the winter floods. Its closure had
been a severe inconvenience to residents
and detrimental to businesses. The
Society now looks to the Borough to clear
the overgrown verges and allow its use for
much longer periods than is presently the
case. This to be coupled with better
signage to indicate road closures and
available alternative routes during times of
flooding. They thanked all local people
who gave their time to act as traffic flow
supervisors! !

!

THE TROWBRIDGE CIVIC SOCIETY
autumn magazine arrived just after my last
round-up of news had winged its way to
Dan Wild - and a very colourful magazine it
is, the cover full of photographs taken
whilst members were making memorable
visits to places far and near. The Removal
of Street Clutter, a new County Council
initiative is warmly welcomed by their
Chairman, Glyn Bridges. Three are
immediately identified for removal and the
current habit of erecting three signs where
one finger post would have sufficed is
roundly criticised. It is noted that
Courtfield House has been deemed to be
“at risk” after it was named in the latest
Register of English Heritage. Planning
Matters records the arrival in their town of
Starbucks, whilst two homes in the
Conservation Area have been given
permission to create off-road parking in
their front gardens, one necessitating the
removal of part of their front wall. A rash of
similar applications is feared. !

!

The much-needed face lift proposed for
The Halve Health Clinic is welcomed
although many would recommend
demolition as the most positive contribution
to the street scene! Wiltshire College had
gained permission to create a Construction
Skills Centre on an existing car park whilst
the New Testament Church of God is to be
converted into four single-bedroom flats,
keeping the building’s existing external
shape, window and door openings. !

!

A report of the Whyteladyes Lane Planning
Appeal follows, their Chairman telling the
Inspector that “the public had been given
no proper opportunity to express its views
on whether this site should be developed”.
The site had not been considered through
the Local Plan process and it was felt the
appellants’ evidence of a need for
affordable housing was flawed in the light
of the recent sale of Payton House. Their
Chairman also drew attention to complaints
by local residents about drainage in the
vicinity of the site – 36,000 gallons of
sewage was an absolutely horrendous

!

Kevin’s article on Wiltshire & the Wyatts
continues with an account of the life of
Matthew Digby Wyatt (1820-1877) born to
a different branch of the family at
Rowdeford, near Bromham, who went to
school in Devizes. He designed the font for
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St. Matthew, Rowde, and an elaborate
chancel for All Saints Church at All
Cannings in 1867. In the opinion of
Pevsner, Wyatt was “successful more in
administration & organisation than art”
although his achievements are impressive.
He was Hon.Sec. to the RIBA; Gold
Medallist and Vice President of the RIBA;
Secretary of the Great Exhibition of 1851;
Surveyor of the East India Company in
1855 and subsequently Architect to the
Council of India, designing the Royal Indian
Engineering College in 1871-3 and it is this
which now forms the Runnymede Campus
of Brunel University. In 1867 the interior of
the India Office in London (now part of the
Foreign & Commonwealth Office). He also
in 1869 was elected the first Slade
Professor of Fine Art at Cambridge
University “on the strength of his writings
more than his buildings” as Pevsner
commented in his own inaugural lecture on
becoming Slade Professor in 1950 – it is
thought based upon the fact that he was a
Victorian architect. Pevsner’s argument he
chose to illustrate with a photograph of an
office and shop building in Dublin which
appear in The Builder.!

those dwellings. Non-conformist Chapels
around Trowbridge was the title of David
Feather’s next magazine article and in this
he traces the history of non-conformism
and the persecution which seemed to
stimulate not suppress the adherents.
Before the Act of Toleration 1689
Dissenters had met mainly in each other’s
homes or rented rooms. Freedom of
worship encouraged the building of chapels
where the congregations were sufficiently
large, or prosperous, and these tended to
be plain, rectangular, structures. Wealthier
congregations favoured two-storey chapels
with a Classical façade and internal gallery
on the upper storey. In Victorian times
there was a Gothic Revival, and chapels
became virtually indistinguishable from
Anglican or Roman Catholic churches of
that period. Southwick Baptist church still
has its outside baptism pool and some tin
churches survive – apparently bought
prefabricated from Harrods! !

!

The Tabernacle Church owes its origins to
the pious people who gathered around
Mrs. Joanna Turner, the daughter of a local
clothier. It originally cost £500 and
measured 40 x 30 feet. John Wesley
preached there in 1780. By 1829 the
congregation numbered 700 and bequests
added many rooms. It was totally rebuilt in

!

Pevsner was much more favourably
disposed to Wyatt’s Swindon Railway
Village and he comments on the “dignity” of
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Perpendicular style by Paull & Bonella in
1884 to seat 730. In 1968 they merged
with the Methodists and in 1972 with the
Congregationalists and Presbyterians to
form the United Reformed Church. Roger
Newman contributes an account of the
Bath & West Show of 1937 when it was
held in Trowbridge on a 50 acre field
owned by a Mr.Amor M Pike, Chairman of
a local Rural District Council. Their most
exotic guest was Ademola II – The Alake of
Egbaland in Abeokuta, south-western
Nigeria – thought to be in England for the
coronation of George VI. The site was
sold in 2012 to the Trowbridge Rugby Club. !

!

During the summer the members were out
and about in Keevil, Bradford on Avon and
Bibury – said to be the must-see spot in
Japanese guide books. Their Spring issue
features a new cinema – Trowbridge,
Wiltshire’s county town, having been
without one for 30 years! The tribute to
Matthew Wyatt continues as he was
collaborator/ adviser to Brunel and involved
in the design of both Paddington and
Temple Meads Stations. Pevsner!
continued in critical vein “feeling that
Paddington had none of the classical
gravity and discipline of Hardwick’s Euston
Station”. The consultation on the Central
Area Draft Master-plan is explained and the
Committee’s comments thereon reported –
ending with a proposal to remove
pedestrian underpasses altogether. !

!

“How Great was Alfred?” was the title of a
talk by Martyn Whittock – being another
gripping history lesson based on a new
book co-written with his daughter Hannah,
an expert on Anglo Saxon history which is
entitled “The Viking Blitzkrieg AD
789-1098” published by The History Press. !

!

Michael Marshman’s popular subject was
“Pub Names of Trowbridge” wherein he
explained the importance for people to
advertise their wares and the first sign was
usually a green bush. He drew members
attention to the Wiltshire Community
History online resource and urged
everyone to access the early maps,
newspapers, information on buildings and
links to other sites of interest. !

“A History of Trowbridge Cinemas” has
been produced in celebration of their new
cinema and to honour the previous five
which existed in the town – The Albany
Palace where the first moving pictures
were projected onto a screen in November
1896. The owner in 1914 bought the
Woolpack Hotel in Fore Street and by
December a new cinema was complete
with seating for 635 including a balcony
with 125 seats. It was sold in 1922 but by
1937 the world of cinema had changed
greatly, talkies having been introduced and
in 1937 The Palace was demolished. A
new Gaumont Picture Theatre opened on
the 29th November and seated 1246, the
Wiltshire Times’ description “as you pass
through the new blue doors and up the
chromium plated staircase it is similar to a
big new ocean”! Given the decline in
cinema going The Gaumont (renamed
Odeon in the Sixties) closed for good in
March 1971. Open concurrently with The
Gaumont were two further cinemas, one a
small family run concern, the New Kinema,
which seated 384 in the stalls and 70 in the
balcony – closing in May 1952 - reopening
in July as the Focus Cinema, but closed
again in May 1953. The Regal, also in
Bythesea Road, opened on 1st November
1937, seating a total of 1010 which lasted
until November 1960. Trowbridge being
without a cinema for 3 years, but in 1974 a
two screen cinema opened in the now
Castle Place Leisure Centre, each able to
seat 165. Audience numbers were not
good and this closed for good in 1982. The
new Odeon opened in October 2013 with
seven screens, seating 1198 and as at 28th
January 2014 it was announced that the
battle to build a second new cinema in
Trowbridge had been won after the
Planning Inspectorate’s announcement of
approval for a multiplex on the former
Bowyers factory site. One wonders just
how many films Trowbridge residents can
watch and cups of coffee they can drink.
Sue & Kevin Eames pray the surrounding
towns and villages will support them in their
time of need! As is becoming their
custom, the back page has twelve pub
signs and readers are asked if they
recognise them all? !

!
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THE CORSHAM CIVIC SOCIETY’S
magazine devotes its cover page to
photographs taken during the 2013 Golden
Jubilee Concert in St. Bartholomew’s
Church on November 16th, when a 100
strong audience enjoyed the singing of
“Deep River”, one of five Michael Tippett
Negro spirituals from his 1944 work entitled
“A Child of our Time”, the composed having
lived in the High Street for a period of ten
years. !

!

These spirituals were performed by the
Jubilee Singers, accompanied by a string
quartet. The Church Choir, led by Robin
Jackson – with organ accompaniment by
his wife, Maureen McAllister – followed,
singing three hymns composed by 18th
century quarryman and organist at Monks
Chapel, George Gay. Gay’s anthem
“Gospel Trumpet” and Harry Spackman’s
“My love is like a red, red rose” arranged by
Wyndham Thomas was enjoyed whilst
more of Wyndham’s arrangements
followed. After the interval Jim Chorley,
recently a student at Bath Spa University’s
Song Writing Masters Course at Corsham
Court, performed “Corsham Town”, a folk
song commissioned by the Society for the
event. “Leap of Faith” was written by
Michael Wilkinson, with music composed
by Nicholas Keyworth, being a song from
their new musical “Revolution”. It
describes the feelings of 18 year old Jacob,
as he makes his very first dive in the yearly
competition from the Stari Most bridge over
the river Neretva, in the Croatian city of
Mostar. The entire evening a celebration of
music composed, arranged and performed
by people associated with the town. !

Wanborough (the third can be found in
Ormskirk). In 2013 a further 36 were
added to the 20 of the previous year, in one
day alone visiting eight starting with
Maiden Bradley; on to Mere, Kingston
Deverell, Sutton Veny, Tytherington,
Heytesbury and finishing at Bishopstrow on
the outskirts of Warminster. Of 56 churches
visited during two years only ten had been
locked. He recommended an excellent
book “Parish Churches of Wiltshire: a
Guide” published by the Wiltshire Historic
Churches Trust.!

!

The next article needs to be complemented
with a visit to the Society’s website, as the
editor Jane Browning’s family tree covers a
double-page spread! Quite apart from an
abiding interest in geology and ecology,
Jane had been researching for some years
so it was no surprise to find when the
Society visited Sevington Church that it
contained many memorials to her family
covering an astonishing five generations,
whilst others were buried in the church
yard. The oldest generation proved to be
James and Elizabeth, her 7th great
grandparents who married in Nettleton in
1671. Prior to this parish registers show
the Brownings lived in the Castle Combe
area. It was touching to note that the
monuments were saved and re-erected
when the current church was rebuilt in
1854, some 4 years after the last date
occurs on the memorials. !

!

The Chairman, Michael Rumsey, promised
to undertake several projects on his
retirement – to visit all Anglican cathedrals
in England & Wales; to explore and
photograph churches in his home county of
Wiltshire. Since 2005 he had found
himself negotiating many country lanes in
search of particularly interesting buildings –
the second smallest parish church in
regular use in England at Fifield Bavant
and two of the three churches to have both
a west tower and a crossing tower with a
spire, those being at Purton and

!

Sevington School, its door locked by the
teacher one afternoon and not reopened
until seventy three years had passed, was
saved in 1986 when local teachers gave it
a new lease of life, managing it as an
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educational resource. Dinah Starkey, one
of the Trustees, adopts the role of a
forbidding school mistress, wearing the
actual gown discovered hanging on its peg
when the door was opened all those years
later, along with desks, stove and
cupboards of books used by its original
pupils. An unusual experience for any
child of the 21st Century. !

was by a Dutchman, Cornelius Jacobszoon
Drebbel in 1670 whilst in the employ of
James 1, possibly to Bourne’s design.
Propelled by 3 sets of oars it was moored
at Richmond. An American, David Bushmell
designed the first military submarine, the
hand-powered Turtle in 1776, used to
attempt a blockade of New York harbour
against HMS Eagle during the American
Revolutionary War. Another, propelled by
two people on a treadmill was built by
Wilhelm Bauer and went to sea in Kiel
Harbour. It sank in 60 feet of water with no
loss of life. The Huntley was the first to sink
another warship, in 1863, but it too sank.
An Irishman, John P. Holland, emigrated to
America around 1880 and his Type IV was
the first to use internal combustion power
whilst on the surface and battery power
when submerged. It was Admiral Hyman
G. Rickover, USN, an émigré from Poland
who is considered to be the “father of the
nuclear navy”, USN Nautilus being the first
nuclear powered submarine in 1955. The
core now lasts a lifetime, the limitation on
any deployment being dependent on food
required by the crew, not fuel. !

!

In September David Pollard shared his
broad knowledge of Corsham’s Stone
Quarrying which many members were
surprised to learn started on Box Hill in the
3rd or 4th Century. It was not until the 1820s
when the economy was picking up after the
Napoleonic wars that stone was dug
underground. Vertical shafts were to be
found along the line of the A4 and most
quarries have more than one name. It was
not until 1887 that the independently
owned quarries were to form Bath Stone
Firms Ltd., later to become Bath and
Portland Stone Firms Ltd.!

!

Once worked out, the quarries found a new
lease of life storing foreign currency
reserves, growing mushrooms, as secure
storage facility and by the Military for

!

The big event of 2013 was the !
Re-enactment of
the Land’s End to
London Suffragist
Pilgrimage of
1913. It felt as if
the whole town
celebrated the
arrival of
Dreadnought
South West, who
toured the same
route as the
original women,
with
performances of
Natalie’s new play
“Oxygen”, who
took six weeks to
walk from the tip
of Cornwall to
Hyde Park. They performed excerpts from
“Oxygen” and taught everyone the chorus
of their new song so we were able to
process up the High Street with our voices
bouncing off the old stone buildings as we

factories and storing equipment. October
brought Rear Admiral (Retd) Paul Thomas
to The Pound to speak on submarine
development, from Leonardo de Vinci to
the latest Astute Class. A prototype was
designed in 1578 but the first to be built
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walked with radio and tv crews in
attendance from The Methuen to the Town
Hall - the very spot where the original
ladies were photographed by Herbert
Spackman one hundred years before.!

The Committee commented that whilst
increased housing numbers was
unwelcome, though not necessarily a
surprising outcome, the finding that in other
respects the Plan was sound was welcome
in that will enable the Local Plan to be
progressed. The changes required will take
some time but it was thought a credit to the
officers led by Neil Cox, that in other
respects the Plan has so far survived the
Inspector's scrutiny. There will be many
disappointed that their representations
have been rejected, but not having an
adopted Local Plan in place and/or not
having a five year housing supply would
have put the District at risk of losing
planning appeals on sites which did not
conform with the Plan policies so the
sooner the next stages are completed the
better it will be. The big policy issue now is
where and on what basis will the Council
identify a site or sites for the additional 900
plus homes whilst avoiding encroachment
into the Green Belt which will remain a
policy priority. Development of 450 Homes
in South Lichfield had elicited an objection
from the Society. Such was the scale of
the variations contained in the revised
proposal that the Society required the
submission of a new application. A Press
Release had been published explaining the
Society’s view - that an opportunity for
more public consultation was required. !

!

LICHFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY’s Committee
Clippings firstly reported the response
received to their letter of concern regarding
the Lichfield Trent Valley Railway Station,
sent in April. There had been no public
consultation and it was felt there was a
need for a quality replacement appropriate
to the character of the City and its role in
tourism. They eventually learned that
London Midland were to deliver a scheme,
to commence in September 2013,
comprising a new station building with
ticket office, waiting room and toilet
facilities, based on the design used for a
new station at Cwmbran, with CCTV and
improved information systems to increase
safety. There would also be enhanced
provision for taxis and passenger drop off
points, but no information was forthcoming
on disabled access. The scheme was in its
final design stage with work due to start in
October with completion in early March
2014. There was also to be additional
parking capacity bringing the total to 100
spaces, although not on the same side as
the existing facility. They and their MP are
pursuing the matter of disabled access with
Network Rail and it is still felt the design is
inappropriate for its Lichfield location. !

!

The new proposals eat into Green Belt land
and require two new accesses onto
London Road close to the Shell Garage. A
busy junction, the Society believed it to be
an unsatisfactory solution, creating
increased traffic congestion and regrets the
shelving of a proposal to serve new
housing by a linked extension to the
existing southern bypass. Their Chairman
expressed the view that it appears an illjudged attempt to avoid building a new
railway bridge at Birmingham Road. Were
the Council to be minded to accept the
proposal, they felt it should be phased until
the new rail bridge had been constructed.
Should it go ahead as proposed there
would be no incentive to extend the
southern bypass under the railway. !

!

On the Core Strategy, the Inspector
intended to write to the Council with his
interim findings, his preliminary view being
that with one significant exception the
submitted Plan was sound. He had yet to
decide if he understood the Sustainability
Appraisal and whether he could rely upon
it. He considered the Council had
discharged their Duty to Co-operate with
neighbouring Councils and other public
bodies concerned with transportation and
infrastructure provision. 12 pages were
devoted to examining the appropriateness
of the Spatial Strategy. He was satisfied
that all allocated housing sites were
deliverable or developable, viable,
sustainable and the most appropriate
having considered reasonable alternatives.

!
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A sublime summer Sunday afternoon found
20 members visit Elford Walled Garden as
guests of its Management Trust. Elford Hall
was demolished in 1960, having been sold
by Francis Howard Paget to Birmingham
Council around 1936. It was built in 1725
and was home to the Pagets and Howards
before them. At the centre of an extensive
estate, any plans the Council may have
had were rapidly overtaken by WWII and it
would not be unreasonable to say that it
was “forgotten”, apart from storing artworks
from the City’s museums away from
bombing raids. With the Hall demolished
the walled garden struggled as a
smallholding until 2008 when the City
Council contemplated selling the land for
housing. Shocked Elford residents swung
into action and a 35 year lease was
negotiated for a newly-formed Walled
Garden Trust. It has gone from strength to
strength. The majority of the site is a
vegetable plot, but a magnificent rose
garden has been established, whilst
outside the walls, herbaceous borders and
a sensory garden have been created. A
gardener’s cottage in poor state of repair is
to be renovated when funds permit. Mainly
achieved with Elford volunteers, many also
come from further afield. Events are
staged to raise funds for ongoing
restoration work which will be helped by
Heritage Lottery Funding of £250,000. The
adjacent church contains!
fascinating medieval tombs of the Stanleys,
predecessors of the Howards and Pagets. !

him. Such was Henry’s competence that in
1805 Henry was invited again to lead a
further expedition to Abyssinia. Returning
home through Egypt he met Governor
Mehemet Ali Pasha and Henry’s interest in
Egyptian antiquities was aroused. It
became his lifelong passion, manifest by a
publication in 1809 of a number of his
works – “A Geometrical Survey of the City
of Alexandria”. Suddenly he had made a
name for himself and a further expedition
to Abyssinia took place under his
leadership between 1809 and 1811
following which another influential book
was published entitled “Voyage to
Abyssinia” in 1814. A year later Salt was
appointed British Consul General to Egypt
at the age of 35 and his involvement in
Egyptian history blossomed. A personal
friend of the ruler, Muhammad Ali, afforded
Henry the opportunity of developing his
collections – and those of the British
Museum He was an avid recorder ad
researcher of in situ antiquities, bringing
his artistic skills to bear. His book on
Egyptian Hieroglyphs was a landmark text,
published in 1825. He financed exploration
and excavations, including those to Giza,
the Great Pyramids and the Sphinx. His
work continued until his death in 1827 at
the age of 47. He remains a controversial
character and his relationship with other
Egyptologists could be strained. Some
accused him of lining his pockets, whilst
others praised him as an innovator, a

!

The story of Lichfield’s Forgotten Son –
Henry Salt began in June 1780 and was
told by Marcia Bealby & Tom Hobbs. The
youngest of eight children, he was born to
a local surgeon. He was educated at
Lichfield’s Free School until 11, when he
was packed off to board at Market
Bosworth. At fifteen he decided he wanted
to be an artist and despite false starts
eventually benefitted from the tutelage of
eminent portrait painter, John Hoppner.
Introduced into London’s social circles, he
met a man who was to change his life –
George Annesley, Viscount Valentia. He
became his secretary and in 1802 Valencia
agreed to travel to the Red Sea to survey
the cost of Africa and Henry accompanied
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pioneer in recording, interpreting and
preserving precious artefacts. He is
remembered at the British Museum and the
Louvre, yet in Lichfield (which he loved) he
is forgotten. Tom & Marcia are trying to
spread the word that here is a person who
despite his failings arguably made as
significant a contribution to British culture
as other famous sons of Lichfield;!

English eccentric. Since returning home
Terry had written a book which he claimed
was harder work than the walk itself.
Several members bought a copy!!

!
!
!
!

STOW & DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY
announce a new venue for their meetings –
the central position of St. Edward’s in the
town was felt to be more accessible for
many members on a cold night and with
new gas boilers installed, probably slightly
warmer as well. The added bonus - being
surrounded by the historical collection of
17th C characters connected with the Civic
War that were so generously donated to
the Town. A unanimous sigh of relief that
The Cotswold Festival had been such a
huge success. So very many of their
members had been involved. The event
had united the community and visitors and
the Festival Committees were to be
congratulated. It was a packed three days
from the opening concert to the events in
the Churchyard and QEII field,
demonstrations in the Hall on Sunday and
the wonderfully sunny day in the Square on
Monday. The Hall was beautifully
decorated and all the shows were well
attended – the forerunner of future events
maybe? !

!

Terry Cudbird, their July speaker, had
walked the Hexagon of France which
combined his interest in French history with
his passion for walking. He spent two
years of his retirement making a circular
walk around France. “Hexagon” used as
shorthand for the country by weather
forecasters; it even appears on the back of
some Euro coins! His walk started in the

!

Wartime Memories have been requested
by an American lady from San Diego who
has been contracted by Penguin US to
write a novel about life in England during
WWII. It will be divided between London
during the Blitz and Stow from 1940 – 45,
in 1958 and the present day. Stow was
chosen based on her happy memories of
the Cotswolds during the time she and her
husband were living near Upper Heyford
when he was posted there with the USAF
in the 1980s. She will be visiting Stow early
October to gain local atmosphere and
wants to talk to anyone who experienced
life in the town during that time.
Particularly she wishes to find someone
who was evacuated to the countryside
during the war and later returned to live in
Stow. The Society have been fortunate to
receive a generous grant of £5,000 from

south at Lourdes and continued along the
Pyrenees to Provence, the Alps, the
Vosges, Alsace and Lorraine to Normandy.
Skipping Brittany - onward south along the
Atlantic coast. - in all he had covered 4,000
miles, generally using way-marked National
Trails (GRs) linked when necessary by
other footpaths. His interests spanned local
culture, building styles, politics, religion and
regional languages. He had been surprised
to find that although local communities still
speak Breton, Occitan or Provencal, they
have no official status in the country,
French being the only official language of
France. There were some negatives – the
Vosges has the heaviest rainfall, whereas
in the Pyrenees biting flies are a problem.
Many on his travels thought him a typical
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the Arms & Armour Heritage Trust in Leeds
to facilitate the purchase of The Museum
Cabinets. With the sum available from the
Society’s own funds, this will be more than
enough to purchase the cabinets with a
sum in reserve for creating a display. Talks
are ongoing with firms with a view to
creating a professional display. Patience
is called for, however, as the displays may
not be in place until the Hall is free during
the October half term, due to technical
problems. !

Situated in a combe of the hills provided it
with protection from the wind whilst a
spring provided water and trees from
woods nearby would have provided logs for
fires and the manufacture of water pipes.
Other villas were nearby at Withington,
Yanworth and Turkdean. Much of the
excavated area of the west wing contained
a bath house, whose mosaic floor is well
preserved. A sophisticated hypocaust
system has been discovered. It is thought
the original villa was extended over the
next 300 years and a pictorial
representation of the villa in its heyday
shows the arrival of Lucius Septimus, the
Governor of Corinium, through the East
Gate. A geophysical survey of an adjoining
field has shown a possible pre-Roman wall
and the skeleton of a child who had lived in
300 BC. This is probably the site of an Iron
Age farmstead. Chedworth still has many
secrets to be revealed. Evidence of
Bronze Age Residents has been
discovered due to an application for a
dwelling in Huntigdon’s Courtyard off
Sheep Street. This contains details of a
very thorough archaeological survey by
Cotswold Archaeologists who dug a total of
four trenches and a circular pit was
discovered which contained 30 fragments
comprising most of a pottery vessel from
the Late Bronze Age. Some years ago a

!
!

The Chedworth Roman Villa was recently
the subject of extensive improvements by
the National Trust, and was the subject of
their après-AGM talk. The old sheds placed
there by the Victorians had been replaced
following the further excavations in 2012 by
attractive modern temperature controlled
buildings which provide superb views of the
range of Roman pavements in the west
wing from the glass walkway. A
schoolroom and the Saltway learning
centre were also included. The villa was
built at the end of the 3rd Century AD – an
agricultural boom time for Roman Britain –
and it is one of the largest Romano-British
villas in the country. Its location near
Cirencester, or Corinium, means it was
possibly built for a Roman Army Officer.
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single fragment was discovered when
excavating foundations for an extension to
a property in Camp Gardens. It was
reckoned to be the site of the NE ramparts
of the Iron Age Fort, Maethelgeris Byrigg,
on which much of Stow is built and which
gave its name to the first recorded
settlement in the area, Maugersbury. The
find, some distance to the south of the
assumed line of the fortifications, leads to
the assumption that the area was occupied
extensively by Bronze Age folk before the
Iron Age fort was constructed. !

with all the honours of war, the keys of the
city formally handed to Fairfax on 25th
June.Thus Oxford was saved from potential
devastation by the terms of surrender
thrashed out in this house, and in 2013 the
Oxfordshire Blue Plaques Board
commemorated this historic event with the
erection of a plaque on the house, to the
delight of the present resident, Prof. Roger
Crisp .!

!
!
!

!
!

Members of Stow had believed for many
years that the only formal surrender of the
Civil War took place near the Stow Market
Cross between Sir Jacob Astley and the
Parliamentarian Generals Brereton,
Morgan and Birch. They now know a
second surrender was negotiated between
the Parliamentarian General Sir Thomas
Fairfax and the Governor of Oxford, Sir
Thomas Glenham in June 1646 at a house
in Mill Lane, Old Marston, near Oxford.
The owner of the house at that time, Unton
Croke, was a Parliamentarian supporter
and made his house available to Fairfax to
plan the final siege of Oxford. Following
the defeat of the remains of the Royalist
Army at Stow, Parliament’s stranglehold of
Oxford grew tighter. King Charles, who had
made his headquarters in Christchurch
College, had already slipped away from
Oxford in disguise on 29th April 1646. The
Parliamentarians continued to bombard
Oxford with artillery fire from Headington
Hill, using the tower of St. Nicholas Church
to observe the positions of the Royalist
Artillery, but a letter from Fairfax to the
Governor made it clear that they wished to
preserve Oxford from ruin – it being “so
famous for learning” and asking them to
accept “honourable terms” for its surrender.
Negotiations continued but by June 1st
Fairfax was prepared to take the city by
storm. On 4th June new articles were
considered at Marston and by 17th June
there was a general cessation of
hostilities. The Articles of Surrender were
signed in Christ Church college on 20th
June and the garrison troops were
gradually allowed to march out of the city

!
!
The technique of ploughing has changed
little over the centuries, but the motive
power has seen many variations. Many of
the earlier methods are kept alive and can
be seen at ploughing matches around the
country, and worldwide – the World
Ploughing Contest is to be held in Canada
this year.The idea of ploughing matches
started many years ago when it was the
custom for local farms to offer a day’s
ploughing to a new farmer in the area. It
gradually became a competitive event, a
champion ploughman could command a
higher wage! Stow’s nearest society is the
Fairford, Faringdon, Filkins and Burford (or
the FFF&B) which holds its matches and
country shows around the NW Oxfordshire
area. Last year’s show was held at Hatford
Farm near Faringdon and was notable for
the appearance of a steam traction engine
previously owned by the farm. The current
owner, Bill Baylis, was just 9 years old
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when he witnessed with excitement the
delivery of his father’s latest purchase at
Faringdon railway station on 13th August
1919, a Garret Traction Engine costing
£976.10s, including a week’s instruction. !

Sonning’s moment of glory on Britain’s Big
Wildlife Revival last September it was
captured on You Tube: http://
www.youtube.com/ watch?
v=le_joJnbwts&feature=em-upload_owner. !

!

The engine worked on the farm until 1943
when conventional tractors took over, but it
was saved from destruction by an
enthusiast. It was restored, but fell into
disrepair again, until eventually sold to a
collector in Kent who added it to his
substantial collection. He discovered the
original nameplate had been retained at
Hatford Farm and decided to re-unite the
engine with the 102-year-old son of the first
owner at the 2012 match.!

Know your Bricks and the villages are
fortunate to have in their midst someone as
knowledgeable about bricks as Nick Siney.
Not only did Nick share his expertise and a
few unmissable extras in January 2006, but
the Society also benefitted from his wisdom
in March 2013. As some of you will know,
Nick and Sheila will be downsizing soon,
and one of Nick’s gifts to the villages will be
a Pandora’s Box of examples of bricks,
cast iron rainwater goods and other
treasures. This means that if you find you
need to undertake repairs to your house or
garden walls, or replace your gutters and
downpipes, there will be some examples
for you to examine before purchasing the
best product for your house. Once this
samples collection has found a suitable
home, we will let you know where you can
find it and the arrangements for viewing it.
Nick has also laid the ground for a Society
outing to the brickworks he has been
associated with for so many years a H G
Matthews, based in Bellingdon near
Chesham, who have a well-established
reputation for making conservation bricks in
wood-fired kilns. If you would be interested
in spending a weekday in May touring the
brickworks while the wood-burning kilns are

!

SONNING & SONNING EYE’S magazine
The Bridge contains their retiring
Chairman’s thoughts on his five year tenure
of his position within the Society, looking
back on the marriage of the Planning and
Transport Panels and Education and Social
Panels, as each were complementary one
to another. It had given him the opportunity
to increase his awareness of the
importance of striving to deal with subjects
which could easily be placed in the “too
difficult box”. Situations had challenged
him, such as the failure of the electricity
supply immediately prior to the AGM! It
had been a rewarding five years and he
looked forward to supporting Mike Hart as
he picks up the reins. If you missed seeing
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in action, please get in touch. Members
were advised to visit the online exhibition
that The Lutyens Trust have put together to
mark their tenth anniversary, showing the
range and achievement of Edwin Lutyens’
work through around 190 photographs from
the 19,000 donated images in their archive.
See http://www.lutyenstrust.org.uk. BUT,
why is it called Pitts Lane? !

Great Britain with the call sign of G8KJ.
This allowed him to follow what would be
his lifelong passion to broadcast over the
air on short wave 160 metres. Locally at
first, then as enthusiasm and gathering of
more ‘gear’ progressed, on to 10 metre
bands and 20 metres allowing him to make
contacts, if only two way at a time, with the
world. The higher the frequency, the
shorter the wavelength: 160m is for
communication within the UK, 80m was
medium distance and 40m for European
contacts. 20m went further still and 10m
bounced off the ionosphere sent from the
transmitter, allowing contact with a
receiver’s antenna so it was possible to
‘talk to the world’.!

!

The Editor thanked Mary Blustin who has
suggested a possible answer. According to
Ernest Dormer in his study of Erleigh Court
(which lay south of the A4 and north west
of Pitts Lane ), the road is an ancient
hollow way, which was at one time known
as Lovers’ Lane. William Pitt the Younger
was a good friend of Henry Addington and
a frequent visitor, where he is known to
have enjoyed going for walks. Mary
therefore wonders whether the road was
re-named in Pitt’s honour. !

Worldwide before the web!
What started from a Morse Code test taken
in the village Post Office grew to a hobby
that encompassed many hours spent
talking to Australians, Russians,
Americans, Canadians, in fact anyone who
would answer his call on the air at that

!

Their new Chairman comments that there
is no doubt about the view from the Bridge,
the river is in flood as they go to press!
Sonning Eye residents have been all but
marooned with the river at extremely high
levels. The good news is the reduced
through traffic, but the misery caused to
those in low lying properties is a high price
to pay for that luxury. The argument will
rumble on - is it more important to protect
urban or rural communities? The negative
effect of allowing building on flood plains
will have to be recognised, but what will be
the effect of the Lafarge Gravel extraction?
The Society made representations as they
fear the proposal to back-fill with inert
waste could cause further flooding in
Sonning Eye. A letter has been sent to the
National Planning Casework Unit in
Birmingham, urging them to have the
application called in by the Secretary of
State to consider the ambiguities. !
G8KJ While the cows were coming back
and forth from Sonning Eye to be milked at
the Dairy in Sonning village something else
was also coming, not by road but by
airwaves.!

same time. All being duly logged in the call
book for future reference. Having made a
contact both would then send each other a
QSL card which they filled in with their
equipment used on the day and greetings
to the families such as 73’s – Best Regards
or if to be more familiar, 88’s – Love and
kisses. These cards usually ended up
decorating the shack walls with a record of
far reaching destinations contacted. !

!

Getting the equipment right!
For a contact to be made there had to be
an aerial. This was a three element rotary
beam which laid horizontally at the top of a
telegraph pole – it still stands in the garden

In June of 1936 at the age of 23 my father,
Bill Wright, had gained his corporate
membership from the Radio Society of
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today, the pole that is – next to the granary,
with various connecting wires slung across
to which ever shack Bill was
accommodating in the yard at the time.
This could be turned from inside, in his own
ingenious way, by means of a car steering
wheel and a system of pulleys to achieve
the correct signal.!

comfort of his armchair and listen to others
holding their singular conversations with
the option of joining in if a particular friend
or ‘net’ got together it still gave him much
pleasure well into his 80’s.!

!

As I sit here with my mobile phone by my
side it is hard to imagine that in such a
relatively short time such a huge leap in
technology has happened to make my
small, in-size comparison, the means of
communication today but without people
like my father this may never have
happened at all. !

Breaking news!
In 1986 the backwater bridge between the
village and Sonning Eye was rebuilt, to
mark the occasion Bill set up a Special
Event Amateur Radio Station GB2BWB
operated at the Old Dairy by himself and
friends to tell the world. With the help of
sponsors they raised money towards the
Poppy Appeal. They made contact with 152
fellow Hams in 23 countries including
Japan, New Mexico and Siberia!!
I can remember on November 22nd 1963
hearing the breaking news of the
assassination of President John F
Kennedy, Dad quickly went into his shack
switched on and tuned into the local news
broadcast straight from Dallas. We all
huddled around his receiver listening to the
latest news and history in the making.!

73’s, Sue Jacobs!

!
KIRKBY LONSDALE AND DISTRICT CS!
!

Local History on-line:!
There are two recent interesting
developments for those members with
access to the internet. Founded in 1899
and originally dedicated to Queen Victoria,
the Victorian County History is an
encyclopaedic record of England's places
and people from the earliest times to the
present day. Based at the Institute of
Historical Research in the University of
London since 1933, the VCH is written by
historians working in counties across
England and is without doubt the greatest
publishing project in English local!
history. It has staggered on with varying
success ever since (Lancashire in eight
volumes was completed in 1913), with a
recent spurt of energy. Cumbria is starting
pretty well from scratch under the
editorship of Professor Angus Winchester
from Lancaster University. Local historian
Emmeline Garnett has just completed the
first draft of the Kirkby Lonsdale section of
the Cumbria County History, which runs to
58 pages and can be found at:
www.cumbriacountvhistory.org.uk.. She
would be very pleased to hear from anyone
who has criticisms or additions to offer, and
can be contacted on 01524221931 or !
e-mail to emmelinewra @gmail.com.!

Networking with other Hams!
The Local branch of the RSGB held
meetings in a room above Abbey Gateway
in Reading with social get-togethers called
Ham Fests to which the wives were invited.
Annually as a family we would go to large
radio fairs in the grounds of Woburn Abbey
and locally at Stoke Poges often coming
home with a prized find to add to the grand
collection. !
Enthusing others!
As word and reputation spread of Bill’s
radio knowledge, local schoolboys, some
from the Bluecoat School, with a
burgeoning interest in wireless came to the
house to be taught Morse Code or shown
around the equipment and often left with a
prized magazine.!
Technological revolutions!
In his later days when it was often too cold
to spend time in a draughty shack new
technology was taking off with transistors
replacing glowing valves and the size of
receivers getting smaller. Bill too moved
with the times and purchased a hand-held
receiver which he could use sat in the

!

Having finished Kirkby Lonsdale Emmeline
is following on with the seven other
townships within the Rainbow Parish. More
contributors are needed and if anyone feels
inspired she has a spare copy of the
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Volunteers' Handbook that she would
gladly pass on:!
Making a Grand Entrance!
This was the title of a fascinating talk by
Andy Lowe in 2012 which included lots of
images of doorways throughout Cumbria.
Here in Kirkby Lonsdale we have quite a lot
of good Victorian, Edwardian and Georgian!
entrances as well a handful of much older
ones. Featured on page 2 in glorious
colour!

hydraulic lime mortar. We have had to wait
more than five years to see the work done,
but another hundred years should tell us
whether the repair has been a success !

!

A F Tschiffley by Audrey Phillips!
The thing about people who are
"characters" is that they attract others, and
my father was such a one, thus my!
childhood was enhanced by interesting
people from every walk of life who, in
passing, left endearing memories.!
One such was a man called Aimee
Tschiffley.!

!

Repairs to Devil's Bridge!
We first raised concerns about the
condition of the bridge in 2008; water
ingress through the bridge deck over many
years, and the winter freeze-thaw cycle,
had caused substantial damage to the
stonework beneath the upstream arch on
the Casterton side. As a result E nglish
Heritage included the bridge on the list of !
‘Buildings at Risk' in 2009. After some initial
resistance Cumbria County Council (CCC),
the owners of the bridge agreed in June
2010 to make repairs at their expense to
prevent further water penetration and to!
replace the damaged stonework. Renewal
of the tarmac in a small area of the deck in
2012 should prevent further ingress, and
we wait to see whether that has been
successful. We were surprised that no
attempt was made to 'seal' the new tarmac
to the deck or parapet. Swaledale
Stonemasonry from Richmonnd was
contracted y C C C to under take
replacement of the damaged stonework
and they inspected the site and determined
which stones needed to be replaced. They
identified Witton Fell Quarry, between
Hawes and Leyburn in North Yorkshire, as
able to supply the closest match to the
colour and texture of the existing
stonework, and they used what they
describe as 'a medium grained buff
coloured carboniferous sandstone'. This!
material has been used for many other
structures over many centuries and nearby
Jervaulx Abbey was built from it. In October
2013 about two dozen damaged stones,
beneath the arch and near the bottom of
the Casterton pier were removed and
replaced with new stones cut with amazing
precision using templates, and bonded with!

!

'Tschiffley' (as he was always called) was
born in Switzerland, educated in England,
then earned a living either teaching or
fighting in boxing booths. For a time he
taught at Heversham School and met my
father (the well-known blacksmith 'Jonty'
Wilson - Ed )through their mutual love of
horses, when he used to come and stay
with us in Kirkby Lonsdale, which was!
when my sister and I would sit at his feetenthralled by his tales of adventure which
were all true!!

!

One of his lifelong ambitions was to do
something no-one had ever done before,
namely to ride from Buenos Aires to
Washington on horseback. Therefore he
purchased two middle-aged unbroken
Argentinian horses,because they are
'tough'. He broke them in and in turn, rode
one and used the other as a pack horse,
riding 10,000 miles in two years to achieve
his ambition.!

!

Seven years later he returned for his
'friends' and rode from Buenos Aires to
Tierra del Fuego. He said he survived by
living as the natives did - at times hungry,
thirsty, bitten by mosquitos flies and lice,
sleeping on earth floors, even in prison
cells where the local police chief would
always offer him a roof. He swam his!
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horses across swollen rivers, led them
blindfold across rickety rope bridges above
fathomless depths, enduring blazing heat
and freezing cold.!

the photomontages and the threat to
wildlife. RSPB presented data that showed
that an island in Killington lake is a
breeding site for six times the number of
black-headed gulls estimated in Banks
original submission, and this makes the
lake a nationally important breeding site for
black-headed gulls. Banks comniissioned a
further study, part of a new submission at
the end of October 2013, which confirmed
the higher number and made calculations
of the likely mortality of gulls from impact
with turbine blades. Significant numbers
are at risk, and as Mitigation Banks!
have offered to stop the turbine which
poses the greatest threat to birds(number
1) during daylight hours during!
the breeding season (May/June) as a
temporary measure while data is gathered
to determine whether a permanent shutdown at those times is justified. This could
be made a condition of any planning
consent. It is not clear whether RSPB will
now remove their objection to the
proposals, but local wildlife experts are
critical of the methodology used in the
latest study, and of the omission of data for
other bird species such as ospreys.!
SLDC asked for more up to date
photomontages of the site incorporating the
Armistead windfarm, and these!
were submitted at the beginning of
December 2013. Most of the images are
distant views which do not give a!
true indication of the impact at distances up
to 6 km where the visual intrusion is the
greatest. They also serve to show the
impact of Arnustead on the landscape, and
just how important the cumulative impact of
this development together with Lambrigg
and Armistead would be.!

!

On mountain trails with a precipice on one
side and no passing places where animals
can 'back-up', everyone carried a gun and
it was a case of who shoots first wins.
Tschiffley said the only man he shot (but
didn't kill) was a very drunk Indian who
attacked him with a machete. White men
were generally not popular, but because!
of his adoption of local customs he usually
met with the greatest kindness and
hospitality, even from people who had
nothing. Frequently on hearing what he
was doing it became the reason for an
impromptu fiesta in his honour. These were
drunken orgies and he would rather have
had a good night's sleep. I will refrain from
a description of how the 'drink' was made
but I did learn how to treat a deadly
snakebite. The victim lies in the!
middle of a circle of shuffling villagers who
spit at him - seemingly it works better if the
snake can first have been mesmerized by a
cat, then it can be killed.!

!

The Argentinian artifacts in the
photographs used by Tschiffiey are made
of iron and very cavy and are around!
100 years old. The spurs are the size of
small saucers. His horses had just bridles
and no bits and he only used spurs in dire
emergency. He gave them to my father a
token of his friendship and appreciation of
a good farrier If there was no smith in the
villages he visited he used spares 'spares'
and shod his horses as best he could
himself.!

!

!!
!

He eventually settled in England, where he
married, wrote books, and also rode the
bridleways and especially. I feel privileged
to have known such an interesting
adventurous gentleman.!

THE LYME REGIS SOCIETY’S cover
picture for the Spring edition of their
magazine “All Over the Town” could well
make a landlubber seasick. It shows The
Cobb on the 5th February and is indicative
of the force of the sea’s attack against
people and properties on the coastlines of
the south and west. Their Chairman, Chris
Savory, reports that 2013 was another
good year for the Society, having managed
to increase overall membership by nearly

!

Killington Windfarm update (SL/2012/0845)!
This planning application dates from
October 2012. There were several
challenges to the data provided by the!
developer (Banks Renewables) in support
of the application - notably the accuracy of
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5%. A small profit was made despite
investing in more publications and an
excellent series of events were enjoyed.
David Ricketts of Chard Museum
describing Chard’s role in the first powered
flight whilst David West described the
restoration of the Town Mill. !

waiting off site and full liaison with local
residents (with special provision for
dormice and voles). A full and detailed
planting programme, with substantial aftercare, is anticipated but Steven believes a
more important problem may be the vast
quantities of surface water. !

Some joint meetings were held with U3A
and the Dorset Wildlife Trust. Planning
Applications continue to be monitored and
comments submitted as appropriate. The
selling of Society publications provides a
rich source of information about the
buildings of Lyme Regis and make a useful
contribution to the Society’s funds. Thanks
are due to two Committee Members, one
from her role as Environment Officer after
four years on the committee and the other
due to her move to Verona for at least a
year. Several vacancies exist as a result of
retirements and moves so additional
volunteers would be welcomed, none of the
roles being onerous. !

The history of Lyme Regis Methodist
Church was provided by Audrey Standhaft.
Not the first Methodist chapel in the town,
another in Sherborne Lane existed from
1820-1840 under local preacher Eli
England, a local baker, but the foundation
stone of the new building was laid in
October 1839, named the Wesleyan
Centenary Chapel, costing £1,200 and
seating 250. The congregation was at its
height with 95 members in 1841 and it is
recorded that the Sunday School had 70
members in 1914, plus Thursday evening
service, young men’s class, the Wesley
Guild whose popular socials were held in
the adjacent Victoria Hall and Assembly
Rooms. They hosted a touring Maori choir
and the church was well attended for
harvest and anniversary services whilst
summer visitors meant congregations grew
to 150. The Trustees in 1881 were listed
as tradespeople e.g. draper, woolstapler,
cement merchant, shoemaker, but
unfortunately by the 1970s there were only

!

!

!

Steven Wilkins prepares their Planning
Report and Woodberry Down, a Bloor
Homes development of 46 dwellings is on
his radar and is anticipated to attract two
dozen contractors to the site at any one
time and throughout a 24 hour period.
There is to be no contractor parking or
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18 members and the building was not
properly maintained. There was woodworm
in the roof, floor and furniture, whilst a
partial collapse of the rubble stone gable
end caused damp penetration. It was sold
in 1973 and demolished in 1974. Its
original organ, (probably built before1800
by Samuel Green, appointed by George III,
and builder of the Salisbury Cathedral
organ) was sold for £25 to St. Gabriel’s,
Morcombelake and can still be viewed
there. The luxury sea facing apartments
with garages were available for purchase
from the end of 1977 for between £13,000
to £15,000. !

in volume that producers were seeing from
a range of chemical fertilisers and weed
killers. It wasn’t really until the late 1960s
and early 1970s that significant concerns
began to be raised about the negative
effects of chemicals with evidence of 'runoff' into water sources, and soil erosion. At
this time The Soil Association began to
certify particular procedures and
practitioners, working, in Will's words, on
the principle that '… soil is a more complex
structure than a mere sandpit.'
Underpinned by significant work at The UN,
including a 300 page report in recent years,
new impetus has been given to cyclical
farming with an all-embracing term, 'agroecology' which embodies not only
'mitigation' and 'adaptation' in approaches
to current practice but places agriculture as
crucial in its importance in combating
climate change. Will drew upon the recent
floods as clear evidence of poor farming
practice: repeated cropping without the
addition of organic matter has
compromised the ability of the soil to
absorb water. One would not have
expected Will to be championing
genetically modified crops or the
widespread use of weed killers but it was
the revelation that farmers were becoming
increasingly dependent on a few patented
products and even fewer, very large,
commercial interests that was perhaps
most chilling. Will Best finished with an
acknowledgement that everyone involved
in the production of our food has to make a
living. But this was far from being a simple
argument for subsidy. In fact, 'agro-ecology'
suggests a practicable way forward: that if
farmers are to be supported economically,
it will be not simply for producing the food
we need in a sustainable manner but also
for taking responsibility for developing
farms as eco-systems ensuring long-term
benefit for all, rather than simple
profitability for individual producers. !

!

A report on Will Best’s Balanced View of
Organic Farming covers an important
subject, and one that was delivered in a
manner both engaging and informative.
Evoking fond memories of third form (year
9!) history lessons with reference to The
Norfolk Four Field Rotation, Will
encouraged us to place our understanding
of current agricultural practice in a proper
historical context. Although the massive
expansion of population from the beginning
of the 19th century placed huge pressure
on traditional methods of farming there
remained a sound relationship between the
husbandry of animals and crops into the
beginning of the 20th century. It was the
competition from The New World at the
beginning of that century, where farmers
had little or no land costs, inherited intrinsic
fertility from newly cultivated land and also
plentiful cheap labour, that traditional
agriculture in Europe began to collapse.
Rescue, in one sense, came from new
chemical compounds in the shape of
fertilisers, and machinery on a different
scale. But, for some, there was a dawning
realisation that there would be a price to
pay and in the inter-war period many
began to ask questions about quality and
soil fertility. The opportunity to place fertility
at the top of the agenda was available to
politicians at the end of the Second World
War but was not pursued. In consequence, !

!

Marking the Monmouth Rebellion is the title
of a campaign report by Diana !

!

!

The Soil Association, formed in 1948,
became the champion of more natural
rotations in farming but they represented a
fairly small voice in the face of the benefits

Shervington. Diana will not be satisfied
until she has gained the agreement of
Dorset District and Dorset County Councils
to the installation of a plaque at the
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entrance of Stile Lane. It was there, on the
11th June 1685 that the Duke of Monmouth
and his motley army came up from the
shore where they had landed from three
ships. She avers it is important for any
town that has suffered a rebellion to have
those events remembered and Lyme Regis
was the scene of that ill- fated expedition.
James, Duke of Monmouth, was the natural
child of Charles II and Lucy Walters of
Haverfordwest in Pembrokeshire. They
lived in great style at The Hague and were
very friendly with the Dutch Prince. !

!

Monmouth was also popular and well-liked
in the west country. At that time Lyme had
a large number of dissenters who suffered
from religious persecution, ready to rise up
and fight the battle of the Lord against
Popery and arbitrary power, a hardy and
turbulent race of people who cherished
strong antipathy to the existing
government. !

!

and other articles may be read in full :
www.lymeregissociety.org.uk!

!
!

The Mayor of Lyme and Town Council were
staunch Parliamentarians who sent a
message to Exeter asking the King for
troops. Diana believes the inhabitants of
Lyme, tourists and school parties would
love to hear about this rebellion which
ended with twelve so-called rebels being
hanged, drawn and quartered on 12th
September, at the instigation of Judge
Jeffreys on what is now called Monmouth
Beach. !

VALE OF EVESHAM CIVIC SOCIETY’s
newsletter first draws the reader’s attention
to the outstanding floral displays of 2013 as
their Chairman felt those along Abbey
Road were exceptional and all credit must
be given to Lee Harvey who runs the
Abbey Road Garden Centre and undertook
responsibility for the town display. The
content also shows that as usual the
Committee are keeping their fingers on the
town’s pulse. They commend the efforts
that are being made to make the town
more attractive to visitors with cheaper
parking, bus fares and other inducements. !
The New Bridge is eagerly awaited as it will
be wider and higher. They will also see new
pedestrian crossing facilities at the
Waterside/ Pershore Road junction which
are essential as historically it has been a
difficult and dangerous junction to cross.
When all the works are finished, will life get
back to normal? The Society has asked
the Highway Authority to take a serious
look at the one-way system installed in
September 1996 and consider what could
now be done to make Evesham’s traffic
system fit for the 21st Century. The
Hampton Cycle/Foot Bridge provision was

!

Arriving in Lyme from a 32-gun frigate on
Thursday, 11th June, he and his 82
followers knelt beside the Cobb for a short
act of devotion, before making their way
into town by way of Stile Lane. Many
recruited into Monmouth’s army and the
Duke issued a Declaration of his Intentions
(which was very damning) both in Lyme
and Weymouth. 40 men were sent to
subdue Bridport and Monmouth then
marched to Axminster and on to
Sedgemoor where, on Monday 6th July,
was fought the last battle on English soil, a
battle which blasted Monmouth’s hopes for
ever. Events which Diana hopes all will
agree deserve to be commemorated at the
entrance to Stile Lane. May I refer
everyone to Lyme’s website so that this
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a key condition of the outline permission to
build 400+ homes, in the sum of over £2m,
together with the upgrading and
improvement of approach paths up to a
maximum amount of £200,000. Stop Press
News is that the Pershore Road (Farm
Shop) application has been agreed which
is welcome news, so possibly a new bridge
may appear within 10–15 years, but
where? Might it replace a Hampton Ferry,
which in many ways would be a shame as
the ancient ferry is regarded as something
very special. No planning has yet been
carried out so one can only wait and see. !

!

The “strategic gap” development of 126
houses to which the Society objected
strongly on both traffic and flooding
grounds awaits a decision. However, the
Cheltenham Road Application for 30
homes which went to Inquiry last June, also
in the “strategic gap”, was allowed at
Appeal.!

any objection forthcoming from
Conservation Officers but County
Highways came to the rescue and gave it
an absolute rejection on traffic grounds.
This created a welcome respite, but an
ongoing concern remains that the
environmental issues appear to have been
completely ignored. !

!

!

There is an image of a previous proposal
for a footbridge beside the Rowing Club,
but Bengeworth Cycle/Foot Bridge is a
scheme for which the Society has pressed
hard and are pleased to find included in
both the Worcestershire CC Local
Transport Plan and emerging South
Worcestershire Development Plan. The
Society believe that bridge is needed now
and could be comparatively easy to
implement as the links either side are
already in existence. It would be a real
asset, very well used, so why has the
proposal been given such a low priority
compared to the Hampton scheme? The
Society is asking the planners why funding
for this should not be sought from all the
Bengeworth housing developments. The
Town Plan project continues but there is a
need for more input and people are asked
to Google “Evesham Our Future”, click on
the symbol and complete the simple
questionnaire which appears. !

Another application has been submitted for
one take-away with some residential use
upstairs but no drive-through element. The
plan may appear attractive but it is
essential so close to the Almonry that there
is a ruling against any garish signage as
seen at the other “Take Away”
establishments in town. Ironically, the site
would be eminently suitable for a
development of high quality town houses to
which the Committee would have no
objection. Indeed, the owner might find
such a scheme would produce greater
profits than the controversial commercial
development. !

!

The Committee also has concerns at the
change of use of 22 Port Street from
commercial to residential. Whilst futile to
oppose such a change as tenants have not
been forthcoming and low cost housing is
in short supply, without adapting the
frontage it is inevitable that such large
windows will be treated with blinds or nets
which creates a dismal appearance to the
street. The Society has suggested to
Wychavon that they should have a policy
for such conversions, or at very least
guidelines for developers on how these

!

A planning proposal for The Vauxhall Inn
was a concern of the Committee last
summer when a drive-through takeaway
plus other similar establishments was
proposed. All appeared lost as the Town
Council had welcomed the proposal nor
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conversions should be approached to
ensure a more pleasing streetscape. !
The Bowhead Whale is a new piece of
public art of some significance to Evesham,
the largest so far, wooden and carved by
Tom Harvey who also created the Piper
Boy statue which stood in the corner of
Abbey Park. (The latter floated away in the
2007 floods, but thankfully beached itself
close to the rowing club 100 yards away).
The whale was caught in 1820 and at first
the jaw bones formed an arch to Mansion
House, close to the Evesham Hotel. From
1906 to 2012 they formed the arch in
Workman Gardens but were deemed
beyond repair and Evesham Hotel agreed
to take them back. They have now been
erected beneath a Cedar of Lebanon
(planted 1809). The gardens are a delight
with croquet lawn, ancient mulberry trees
and well kept lawns whilst the new whale
carving sits within the imaginative
recreation of the whale’s jaw bone,
designed and fabricated by Steven Cooper.
The Society give credit to all involved in the
project – well done! !

Evesham’s HODs weekend saw Society
members helping visitors to see the
Ringing Chamber in the Bell Tower on the
Sunday afternoon. There was
disappointment at lower visitor numbers,
but this was mitigated by the enthusiasm of
the bell ringers and the visitors who braved
wind and rain to climb the stairs to the
ringing chamber. Sadly again the Town
Council were unable to open the Council
Chamber the Mayor’s Parlour to visitors,
but Evesham Art Society held a successful
exhibition in the adjacent hall. The two
summer outings, to Stowe in July and Soho
House and Birmingham’s Jewellery Quarter
in September, were both very successful.
Chairman, David Way included a plea for
members to step forward and take their
place on the Committee. Whilst grateful to
those who have offered help on specific
projects, having announced he is to stand
down as Chair at the next AGM, David
really feels there is a need for people with
new ideas, skills and energies to join the
committee. A particular need is for those
with IT skills to take the Society forward
into the Facebook, Twitter and website!

!

Library Notice Board!
All local Clubs and Societies want to
promote and advertise their events with
posters. But where to do this?' The obvious
choice has always been our splendid local
Evesham library but we have had a
problem. In 2011, when the library was reorganised, the large notice board was
removed and replaced with a series of
folding boards as shown below. At that
time, we asked the Iibrarian to re-instate
the large notice board, but the request was
firmly denied.!

!

Now for the good news! The Civic Society
asked the various Evesham Clubs and
Societies for their views. The unanimous
opinion was that the folding boards are!
ineffective. So your Chairman and Fred
Kailer, the champion of the Older People
and newly installed Town Councillor met
the new librarian Bev Orlowsky. After a very
good meeting Bev agreed to pursue the
provision of new notice boards and other
measures to help clubs. A breath of fresh
air!!

!
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Abbey Road Development — The Vale of
Evesham Civic Society ’s soundly worded
approach approach!

Back ground!

!

At the end of 2012 when the South
Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
was under consideration we became aware
of a proposal to provide a sustainable well
designed mixed use residential and leisure
development off Abbey Road, It was to be
a master plan based on the creation of up
to 200 dwellings.!

!
!

Hallam Land held a small exhibition at the
Town Hall on Monday 3 March 2014. There
were drawings showing proposals for up to
450 houses. The scale was small and it
was difficult to tell much from, the plans,
but they did show development on both
sides of Abbey Road and the loss of 'the
asparagus field.!

!

Civic Society has written to Hallam Land
and its agents David Lock, expressing our
views on the proposals and suggesting that
the area could be better developed in line
with the proposals we showed at our Civic
Day event in June 2013. Our scheme is
described below.!

!

At the end of 2012 when the South
Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP)
was under consideration The Civic Society
has written to Hallam Land and its agents
David Lock, expressing our views on the
proposals and suggesting that the area
could be better developed in line with the
proposals we showed at our Civic Day
event in June 2013. Our scheme is
described below.!
!

!

Background!
In the absence of a published master plan
drawn up by Wychavon District Council, the
Planning Authority, the Civic Society
decided to develop its own ideas for this
important area to ensure that it not only

The extent of land under Hallam Land Management!
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benefitted future residents of the properties
but all residents of our Market Town,
making Evesham a more attractive place to
visit and in which to live and work.!

but underused asset. We need to correct
the poor location and quality of some of our!
public amenities. We need to make
Evesham into the destination of choice for
the Cotswolds and the Vale, to celebrate
our location and excellent transport links.
We need a town centre to match the
aspirations of current and future residents.!

!

An opportunity not 'to be missed’:!
rather than accept the standard 200
"executive" houses with large gardens and
a few commercial units, we felt that this,
the last major open space in the centre of
Evesham should be developed to provide
scope for the sensitive incorporation of this
delightful stretch of the river with the
historic town centre.!

!

Type of Housing . We should provide the
housing that Evesham needs rather than
the houses developers would like us to buy.
We propose one and two storey dwellings
primarily to safeguard vistas to the river
Avon, the Bell Tower and Abbey Park.
Mostly two bed roomed properties in small
terraces, apartments, maisonettes and
condominium style dwellings with only a
limited number of high quality town houses.

!

We need to create a more vibrant town
centre to attract residents from the large!
estates existing and planned in the SWDP.
We need to make more use of the finest
riverside in the West Midlands— a glorious

Ashtav Contacts
Director & Help desk:
John Shaw
01458 860040
079 290 25112 director@ashtav.org.uk
8, Alexanders Close
Meare, Glastonbury, BA6 9HP
Honorary Secretary & Webmaster Dan Wild
01684 566543
0758 280 4978 danwild@danwild.net
2, Warwick Court
Abbey Road, Great Malvern WR14 3HU
Organisation
Chairman & Honorary Treasurer John Alexander
Vice Chairman Edward Grimsdale
Vice Presidents Michael Coupe, Prof Malcolm Airs & Ray Green
Honorary Secretary Dan Wild
The committee is organised into teams. The Vice Presidents are non
executive The director is ex officio in all teams
Administration & finance: John Alexander, Dan Wild
Tavasham: Mike Prince, Jim Murphy, Dan Wild, Roy Stove
Events: Anne Lock & Daphne Wyatt
Help Desk: John Shaw, John Bishton & Roy Stove.
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The Ashtav App
by Dan Wild

40% of internet access is now via smart
phones and tablets, and the percentage
grows as laptops are replaced with
tablets.!

!

Apps work better than websites on
portable devices. Ashtav has developed
an app to for members using tablets or
smartphones for better access to Ashtav
content on line.!

!

The app has all the salient features of
the website but without the archive and
links.!

!

The news section is the director’s blog,
just as on the web site. The magazine
can be downloaded on the touch of a
button. Writing personally, I particularly
enjoy the magazine on my iPad. Both
these sections require an internet
connection. !

!

Search for it on Playstore Ashtav-2. or
use the QR code below

When visitors access the Ashtav web site on a
portable device, a panel is displayed asking if you
would rather visit via the Ashtav app: with
an invitation to click on the app icon to
download it. This panel does not display
on a lap or desk
top computer.!

!

At the time of
going to press
the app is
Android only,
an Apple
version is
under
development!
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Events Programme
at Kellogg College Oxford
Neighbourhood	
  Planning	
  –	
  how	
  to	
  do	
  it	
  with	
  heritage	
  13	
  August	
  
There are now around 1,000 Neighbourhood Plans being prepared around the country
and heritage is a significant issue for many of them. HTF Chair, Dave Chetwyn, will
facilitate a practical workshop to show how to deal with heritage through the Neighbourhood Plan
process. Dave is Managing Director of Urban Vision Enterprise, Planning Advisor to Locality, author of the
Locality Neighbourhood Planning Roadmap Guide and he has acted as a neighbourhood plan
independent examiner. "
Dave will be joined by speakers from DCLG and local case studies now putting their plans into practice."

"

Programme!
10.30 Registration/Tea/Coffee!
10.55 Welcome and Introduction! !
!
11.00 Government Overview on" "
"
Neighbourhood Planning"
11.30 The process – putting a plan together"

!
"

"
12.40 Q&A"
13.00 Lunch at local pub"
14.00 How to put heritage into your "
Neighbourhood Plan"
13.30 Local Case Studies"

"

Dr Noël James, Director, HTF!
"
DCLG!
Dave Chetwyn, Managing Director, Urban Vision/
HTF
Chair/Advisor to Locality"

Dave Chetwyn, Managing Director, Urban
Vision/HTF Chair/Advisor to Locality"
Various"

ASHTAV members £20.00"

Historic Built Environment Seminars.
These seminars address current and contentious topics within the historic built environment, fostering
academic dialogue, professional practice, and providing an arena in which the public, private, civic and
academic sectors can engage in heated and healthy debate about all aspects of the topic in hand. The
seminar series will be accompanied by published proceedings each following year. Do join us!
The next two are:""
3 June, Steven Bee Urban Counsel, on Urban extensions and ‘Poundbury-Lite’" "
14 October Peter Larkham, Birmingham City University, on Conserving the post- “Second World War
reconstruction: a contentious idea"
Venue: Mawby Room, Kellogg College, 60-62 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 6PN
Time: 7.00pm for drinks and nibbles; seminars start at 7.30pm Finish: 9.00pm"
For more details or to book your place at any event contact Dr Noël James
T: 01865 612033: E: Noel.James@kellogg.ox.ac.uk"

