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Faced with opposing an application to 
build 28 houses outside the approved 
development limit adjoining the small 
village of Broadhempston, and after 
contacting the Help Desk, both the 
Parish Council and the Residents’ 
Association joined ASHTAV. 

At a hearing into the appeal against the 
Council’s failure to determine the 
application, I made a statement on their 
behalf. 

The Inspector raised three issues:– 

1. Whether the Council had a 5-
year supply of land for housing.

2. Whether the development would 
be sustainable, and

3. Whether it would harm the 
historic character of the village.

The Inspector agreed that there 
was sufficient housing land allocated in 
the local plan and considered that the 
development was unsustainable.
My statement on behalf of ASHTAV 
expressed the view that the proposed 
development was out of character with 
the ‘street’ village, a form defined by 
Thomas Sharp in his “Anatomy of the 
Village” and which had been 
recognised by the Planning Authorities 
– first the County and then the District 
Council since 1948 - in control of 
development; also that the buffers 
offered by the developers to ‘protect’ 
the setting of adjoining listed buildings 
and a recognised corridor of wild life 
movement would leave little room for 
their 28 houses.

The appeal was dismissed mainly on 
historic grounds. The Association was 
formed to assist small towns and 
villages on such occasions as this as a 
membership organisation, which I trust 
it will continue to be.
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Broadhempston Successful Appeal 
By Ray Green



This may be the last issue of the Ashtav  
ASHTAV magazine in its current format. 
The Historic Towns and Villages Forum will 
be the operations wing of our new 
organisation and will decide if the 
magazine is viable as a printed mail out.

Members will have observed that the 
content has been increased and the 
frequency of issue reduced as the 
distribution costs have escalated. 
The magazine has changed from a small 
monochrome quarterly of 24 pages to an 
annual  occasional, high quality one of 60 
pages plus in full colour on glossy paper.  
All in an era when online publications of 
newsletters has become the norm.
I have enjoyed my stint as editor from 
2009.  The quality of the contributions both 
internal and external to Ashtav has been 

consistently high.  A special mention for 
both the perennial Ray Green and our 
Director(s) together with the diligence and 
perspicacity of the Anne Lock selections 
from members' newsletters and John 
Bishton’s trawl through the planning press.

We enter a new era as the Historic Towns 
and Villages Forum and I look forward to it.

Finally, a reminder that details of the AGM 
are on the back cover

Dan Wild Editor

Contents and Editorial

Broadhemston………………………………………….…page2
Tavasham Update…………………………………………page 4
Historic Towns and Villages Forum………………………page 5
Archaeological discoveries through the planning syste..…page 7
Open Spaces Society……..………………………….……page 14
The Inspector says…………………………………..……page 19
Extracts from members’s newsletters………………….…page 24
Kellogg seminars………………………………..……..…page 71
Annual General Meeting… …………………………..…..back cover

3



Tavasham is the name of the game created 
to stimulate interest heritage matters. It 
started life some 20 years ago as a role-
playing game undertaken in a few 
Somerset schools exploring planning 
issues. The interest shown by the children 
playing the game and the enthusiasm 
generated by role play was very 
encouraging. So much so that when 
ASHTAV began to consider how to widen 
the age range of those interested in 
heritage and in particular playing an active 
role in in conserving 
buildings and areas 
of historic interest and 
character, it was 
decided to explore 
how the role playing 
“planning” game 
could be adapted to 
modern electronic 
game playing.
 
After a somewhat 
disappointing attempt 
to produce a game by 
the first software 
company we 
collaborated with, we 
found a company that 
understood what conservation and historic 
architecture was about. The result was the 
production of the prototype of “Tavasham”. 
That prototype game received enthusiastic 
support from English Heritage and the then 
Planning Minister. Unfortunately, that 
support did not translate into financial 
support and a number of attempts to 
obtaining funding from various sources 
have failed. Somewhat paradoxically all 
those who were approached thought that 
the game had great potential but the 
beneficial outcomes in terms of heritage 
were not fully clear.

The game was adapted to include an 
element of community planning but it 
became clearer that some basic re-thinking 
in relation to marketing and development 

was required. Therefore, it was 
decided to set up a Community Interest 
Company to take the project forward 
separate from ASHTAV (now the Herbert 
Lane Trust)

A Community Interest Company is a 
corporate body that is neither a charity nor 
a private limited company but combines 
elements of both in a corporate non-profit 
making organisation. Tavasham CIC was 
incorporated in July this year with a Board 

of 5 Directors and as 
part of its Articles of 
Association, any 
surplus funds it 
accumulates (profits 
in other parlance) 
are to be handed to 
the Herbert Lane 
Trust.

The Tavasham 
Board has 
considered the 
direction in which the 
game should go and 
it was evident that 
the education, or 

“learn through play”, 
role of the game was the most important. 
So discussions have been held with our 
software developers and these have 
proved to be very fruitful and timely. 
Currently they are developing new software 
that enables an enhanced level of what is 
called “network collaboration”. This enables 
groups of players to participate in a game 
and it is evident that it would be ideally 
suited to combining the original role play 
game with the visually accurate 
development type Tavasham game. As 
such it would be ideally suited to the 
classroom situation and many other 
educational environments, as well as 
individual play. Currently costs and a 
timeframe for marketing the game are 
being explored.
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Tavasham Update 
by John Shaw



Following ratification of the proposed 
closer working and legal partnership by 
the Historic Towns Forum and ASHTAV 
at their respective AGMs in 2014, work 
to complete the process has continued 
and is all but ready, and so it is time to 
share some detail! 

The new body will be known as the 
Historic Towns and Villages Forum and 
will be formed from the joining together 
of the operational arm of ASHTAV and 
the Historic Towns Forum (HTF).

The charitable arm of the existing 
ASHTAV will remain as is and become 
known the Herbert Lane Trust.

Dr. Noël James (HTF Director) and 
John Shaw (ASHTAV Director) have 
been working together since early 2013. 
An office at Kellogg College was 

obtained through the help of ASHTAV 
and Noël moved there from her office at 
the University of the West of England in 
January of that year. John has joined 
her in Oxford on a regular basis and 
together they have worked on the 
issues and documentation required to 
set up the formal merging of the two 
organisations into the Historic Towns 
and Villages Forum.

Both Directors have been involved in 
creating and attending a programme of 
events designed to be attractive to the 
membership of both existing bodies. 
These events will continue and will 
remain relevant, attractive and cost 
effective to as many members as 
possible. 

Importantly Noël and John they have 
worked on the relationship with 
Kellogg College and as one outcome of 
this have set up ‘Seminars and Studies 
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in the Historic Built Environment’, a 
series of annual termly seminars held at 
Kellogg that explore topics of particular 
interest to the membership and to 
academics. These seminars are to be 
published as an annual series of 
occasional papers, and will be used as 
an academic resource. Another 
important part of our closer working 
relationship will see Noёl take up full 
membership of the Research Common 
Room by taking on the role of pastoral 
supervisor for 6 post graduate students 
in Michaelmas Term.

Other outcomes of the collaboration 
with Kellogg and the wider University 
include research (part funded by Higher 
Education Innovation Funding and 
partnered by Oxford Department of 
Education, the IHBC, HTF, ASHTAV and 
Urban Vision Enterprise CIC) into the 
conservation/heritage skills gap and 
volunteer training. The first phase of this 
research project has been completed 
and a second phase has been 
commissioned that will look into 
interventions in the built environment 
resulting in the development of a toolkit 
for training purposes. The first phase of 
the project will result in policy papers, a 
paper in an academic journal, papers 
given at academic conferences as well 
as an HTVF event next year. 

It is anticipated that this research, and 
further research projects already being 
planned, will provide valuable insight 
and suggestions for solutions that will 
be important for the conservation of our 
heritage assets, while at the same time 
cementing the new organisation’s aim 
to play an active, indeed a pro-active, 
role together with other partners in such 
research.

Our Oxford Research Assistant is also 
currently applying to the Arts and 
Humanities Research Council for 
further funding to take forward a 
research project and Knowledge 
Exchange Fellowship examining the 
relationship between mental and 
physical well-being and the built 
environment. The Department of 
Education is keen that this fellowship go 
forward in collaboration with them, so 

that it will add to their research 
assessment, and this is also a boon for 
us as it further links us into University 
programmes.

We are committed to forming and 
maintaining a strong academic 
presence at the University and in 
exploring further links throughout 
academia and the professional sector. 
We are working well to embed the new 
body within the College and within the 
University as a whole – further 
partnership work has been carried out 
with the School of Geography, the 
Transport Studies Unit, the Department 
of Continuing Education, the 
Department of Education and the 
science unit working on Climate 
change.

Educating and informing are essential if 
more people are to take an active and 
effective role in the heritage sector. To 
this end, it has been decided that the 
Tavasham game/simulation will be 
developed and marketed by a new 
Community Interest Company, 
Tavasham CIC. Although a separate 
corporate identity, any surplus funds 
generated by the company will be 
channeled into the Herbert Lane Trust, 
the charitable foundation behind the 
new organisation. John will play a major 
role in the new company but will also 
continue to liaise with Noël to ensure 
that “Tavasham” remains allied with the 
organisational objectives.

The good working relationship between 
Noël and John has been of 
considerable benefit in setting the newly 
formed HTVF on a solid footing and we 
are excited about the future of this new 
and flourishing body!
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Occasionally archaeological 
discoveries grab national headlines, 
or even world wide interest as in the 
recent discovery of Richard III’s 
remains under a Leicester car park. 
As a former local authority planning 
officer I am aware of the importance 
of appreciation of archaeological 
potential and appropriate use of 
planning conditions/agreements. 
Mary, who is Senior Consultant 
(Historic Buildings and Archaeology) 
at Crestwood Environmental Ltd. 
draws on her extensive experience 
to draw our attention to the 
outcomes of some of their 
application, and also provides us 
with a very useful glossary!  JS

Much of our recent knowledge of 
buried archaeology has been the 
result of recording archaeological 
deposits during the construction of 
new development. This has been 
made possible through the 
implementation of planning 
requirements, formerly via PPG 16 
and now via the National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF). 

Buried archaeological deposits can 
survive previous disturbance at 
brownfield sites, at depth in historic 
towns, in garden plots within 
housing estates as well as in farmed 
countryside. The following case 
studies provide examples of 
recording of buried archaeology 
prior to, and during, construction at 
sites with a range of surroundings 
and previous uses.

Multi-period archaeology in 
historic towns: Caley’s 
Department Store, Windsor

Refurbishment of the multiple levels 
within the store and a rear extension 
to the store was granted permission.

Initial investigation
A desk-based assessment and initial 
‘keyhole’ investigations were 
undertaken before the developer 
applied for planning permission. 
Despite the logistical problems, 
created by multiple floor levels within 
the building and over a metre of 
loose demolition material 
underneath the foundations, two 

metres of archaeological 
stratigraphy was discovered.

The investigations consisted 
of a series of test pits dug 
beneath the ground floor 
which revealed a changing 
landscape dating from early 
prehistoric to post-medieval 
times. Much of this activity 
was deeply stratified with 
inter-cutting features making 
for very complex 
stratigraphy. 
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Mitigation through watching brief
With the required evidence in hand, 
the developer applied for planning 
permission for redevelopment of the 
site, including a rear extension. 
Permission was granted and a 
Planning Condition relating to 
archaeology was included within. 

Where feasible, open area 
excavation was undertaken during 
ground reduction works to the rear 
of the store, where the watching 
brief revealed large numbers of 
features; a watching brief was also 
undertaken during underpinning 
works of the historic walls of the 
store. Discoveries included several 
phases of Bronze Age, medieval and 
post-medieval activity. 

Bronze Age discoveries included:
• A cremation pit placed within 

an inverted collared urn. The 
cremated bone appears to 
represent the remains of a 
sub adult circa 15-18 years of 
age, probably placed in an 
organic container such as a 
bag, within the inverted pot.

• Three Bronze Age ditches 
were identified in the south 
western half of the site that 
may represent field 
boundaries or delineate a 
trackway. The ditches 
contained pottery sherds, 
charcoal, worked and burnt 
flints and animal bone. 

• A large pit, a posthole and a 
natural feature, probably a 
tree throw-hole. 

Three phases of medieval activity 
were identified at the site.

The earliest phase dates from the 
11th to 12th century and comprises a 
small number of rubbish pits and a 
well. The majority of evidence for 

medieval activity spans the 12th to 
14th centuries including:

• Three stone-lined garderobe 
pits;

• Wells – one well was 
described as a large sub-
square pit with very steep, 
almost vertical sides and a 
flat base;

• Fourteen cess pits - 9 of the 
14 pits lay in a roughly linear 
pattern and may mark the line 
of a former property boundary 
running perpendicular to the 
line of the High Street;

• Rubbish pits with numerous 
finds and organic waste; 

• A medieval hearth or oven 
comprising a shallow pit with 
fire reddened edges and 
large quantities of charcoal in 
the fills; and 

• A series of chalk wall footings 
recorded at the eastern end 
of the site that represent the 
remains of the western end of 
a medieval building.

Post-medieval activity included 
16th-18th century features including:

• Structural remains, built of 
unfrogged red brick on top of 
the medieval chalk wall 
foundation, thus using the 
medieval chalk wall 
foundation to build upon;

• Two foundation trenches 
located near the northern 
edge of the site, containing 
elder, suggesting that these 
two trenches formed the 
foundations of structures; and

• Two cess pits and a further 
15 rubbish pits were 
identified. Some of the pits 
lay along the line of the 
property boundary 
established in the medieval 
period. Finds included a 
worked piece of wood, 
fragments of clay pipe, 18th 
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century glass; fragments of 
roof tiles; animal bone and 
sherds of pottery.

What this case study reveals 
about archaeological mitigation 
within the planning system
The initial test pits were excavated 
to provide additional information at 
pre-application stage. This ensured 
that there was no delay in decision-
making once the application was 
submitted. Mitigation during works 
was undertaken in a flexible manner 
and monitoring by the archaeology 
officer was undertaken on an 
ongoing basis thus ensuring that 
archaeological areas were recorded 
as they were exposed during ground 
reduction. The site is a good 
example of how early consultation 
and investigation can ensure that 
archaeological works do not hold up 
development. 

Roman archaeology in rear 
garden plots: Northcourt Avenue, 
Reading

A small housing development in the 
rear garden plots was granted 
permission.

Initial investigation
Initial investigation at a site in 
Northcourt Avenue consisted of trial 
trenches. The evaluation was 
undertaken as part of initial 
investigations to satisfy an 
archaeology-related Condition 
attached to planning permission. 
The work revealed thousands of 
years of landscape use in an area of 
apparent absence of early 
settlement. A residual Bronze Age 
pottery sherd was found in one of 
the features of Roman date. 
Medieval, post-medieval and 
undated features were also 
identified.

Mitigation through open area 
excavation
Open area excavation was 
undertaken to record all archaeology 
that would be destroyed by the 
development. Features dating to the 
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Roman period were discovered 
including gullies, ditches and 
discrete features, possibly pits. The 
features represent rural farming with 
additional evidence of nearby 
settlement.

Two distinct phases of Roman 
activity were identified: A 1st century 
AD layout that was remodelled in the 
3rd century AD, after a hiatus. The 
hiatus is indicated by the absence of 
2nd century AD pottery across the 
site, signifying that there was a 
significant break in occupation 
during this period.

Roman features: 1st century AD
Discoveries included a number of 
ditches and gullies possibly forming 
what was possibly a rectilinear 
enclosure which may have been 
used for stock control.

Roman features: 3rd century AD
Most of the gullies and ditches 
dating to the 3rd century may be 
interpreted as field boundaries, 
which truncated 1st century AD 
ditches along the former alignment.

What this case study reveals 
about archaeological potential
The enclosure and field boundaries, 
and a large number of pottery 
sherds, indicate that there would 
have been settlement close by. In 
addition brick and tile found on the 
site reflects the building material 
types used, again indicating 
settlement nearby. These features 
were located in an area of previously 
unknown archaeological potential 
proving that new discoveries can be 
made as part of investigation and 
mitigation of archaeology before and 
during development.

Human remains within a brown 
field site: The Bull Inn, Sonning

Mitigation through watching brief 
during construction work
As burials were recorded within the 
patio area of the Bull Inn previously, 
the Council’s archaeology service 
recommended that a Condition for a 
watching brief be attached to any 
permission granted on an 
application to extend the existing 
kitchen.

Permission was granted and an 
archaeology-related Condition was 
included within. A watching brief 
discovered human remains and 
building work was stopped until the 
police had undertaken their 
investigation; a licence for 
exhumation was received and the 
remains were recorded and 
removed. 

Human remains
It was found to be a charnel deposit 
consisting of unstratified and 
disarticulated bone. The human 
bone was very tightly packed and 
were not aligned in any direction. 
None of the bones was articulated, 
with the exception of 5 vertebrae 
found together. The bone was in 
poor condition, being damaged on 
all surfaces thus limiting the quality 
and quantity of retrievable 
information about the individuals.

A demographic of age and sex was 
unobtainable due to the condition of 
the bone and the absence of specific 
skeletal elements with the exception 
of one skull that was identified as 
male. The bones came from a 
minimum of 5 individuals, including 2 
juveniles and 3 adults. Further 
individuals may have been reburied 
here but this is unconfirmed as the 
charnel deposit had been truncated 
on all sides in the Victorian period 
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and during groundworks that were 
not monitored by an archaeologist. 

Historical research revealed that the 
redepositing of bones was likely to 
have taken place in 1881, as the site 
was then part of the churchyard but 
the charnel remains could be older.

What this case study reveals 
about archaeological potential
New discoveries are frequently 
made as a result of archaeological 
investigation before or during 
construction. The frequency of 
discovery varies from area to area. 
Different forms of investigation are 
suitable for specific types of work 
and it is best to seek professional 
advice prior to submitting a planning 
application or a neighbourhood plan.

Notable limitations
There are a number of notable 
limitations to recording archaeology 
within the planning system that 
leave us all with unanswered 
questions. Such questions relate to 
the extent and nature of features 
beyond the red line area of a 
development site and what 
information has been destroyed as a 
result of previously unrecorded 
disturbances.

Working within the development 
boundary 
Archaeological features can extend 
beyond the boundary of the 
development. It is not usually 
possible to investigate beyond the 
red line area. At Northcourt Avenue, 
for example, the investigation was 
limited to the features within the 
back garden plots, though the 
majority of the features extend 
beyond the area excavated. 

Previous impacts
The full extent and the relationships 
between the features and dates may 
not be retrievable due to previous 
impacts. At Caley’s Department 
Store, for example, the extent of the 
structural walls and their 
relationships are not clear. At the 
Bull Inn there was no dating 
evidence and the original extent of 
the original charnel remains is 
unknown.

Conclusions
Achieving good standards of 
recording of archaeology prior to 
and during development would be 
difficult without the cooperation of 
site owners, construction contractors 
and of course archaeological 
contractors. Even so, extracting 
useful information can be 
challenging due to the limitations of 
working within specific development 
locations.

Is the work worthwhile? 
Undoubtedly. Archaeological 
deposits are unique and each new 
discovery adds to our understanding 
of the past. New discoveries are 
made as a result of archaeological 
investigation required by the 
planning system. Over time, through 
the recording of each new site on 
the local Historic Environment 
Records, a montage of activities in 
various areas through the centuries 
can be compiled and physical 
evidence recovered for further 
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research and for people to enjoy. An 
abridged version of the Historic 
Environment Record is available to 
search online through the Heritage 
Gateway or through your local 
Council’s Historic Environment 
Record office.

Further information 
Further information about the case 
studies provided above is obtainable 
from the Heritage Gateway 
(www.heritagegateway.org.uk/
gateway/advanced_search.aspx). 
Use their Detailed Search tool to 
locate the sites through the Admin 
Location tab. Readers may also 
wish to search for archaeology in 
their local area using the Admin 
Location tab or inputting a six figure 
grid reference in the Map tab.

Glossary
Bronze Age

The penultimate period of the 
Prehistoric periods. It is 

characterised by an increase in 
copper and bronze working – 2,200 
BC - 801 BC
Charnel deposit

A charnel deposit consists of human 
remains of redeposited bones, 
previously unearth during the re-
digging of graves or after exposure 
of human remains for decomposition
Desk-based assessment

Desk-based Assessments consist of 
thorough research of all existing 
information, including Historic 
Environment Records, Local History 
Centre archives, Aerial Photographs, 
Historic Maps, Estate Records and 
other documents, prior to detailed 
field investigation
Historic Environment Records

An Historic Environment Record is 
held locally by the majority of 
local Councils. It is a 
computerised record providing 
data on archaeological sites, 
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historic buildings, historic parks 
and landscapes, finds and 
heritage features, and supporting 
sources of information.
Medieval

The period between the Norman 
Conquest (AD 1066), associated 
with Norman occupation including 
mottes and baileys and castles, the 
start of the historic period when 
writing became the norm, the growth 
of towns, the Black Death, climate 
change and rebellion up to a point in 
history circa AD 1550. Many 
archaeologists consider this period 
to extend beyond these 
occurrences, to the 1700s.
Post-medieval

Many archaeologists would begin to 
call any remains post-1700 post-
medieval. Certainly the period from 
circa AD 1823 AD to 1900 AD and 
includes the Industrial Revolution 
and evolving house styles.
Prehistoric

The periods from the Ice Ages to 
Roman occupation in AD 43
Roman

This period beings in Britain with the 
Roman invasion in AD 43 and ends 

with the withdrawal of the legions in 
AD 409
Test pits

Test pits are a form of initial 
investigation consisting of a pre-
agreed sample size of the 
development area. It involves the 
archaeological supervision of 
machine excavation of pits down to 
the depth where archaeological 
features would be found, followed by 
recording and sampling of those 
archaeological remains.
Trial trenching

Trial trenching is a form of initial 
investigation referred to as an 
evaluation consisting of a pre-
agreed sample size of the 
development area. It involves the 
archaeological supervision of 
machine excavation of trenches 
down to the depth where 
archaeological features would be 
found, followed by recording and 
sampling of those archaeological 
remains.
Watching brief

Watching brief of ground-works by 
an archaeologist to observe and 
record any archaeological remains 
during works
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Highways under threat
OSS vice-chairman Phil Wadey explains 
how you can ensure that you will not be 
losing vital sections of path on the cut-off 
day, 1 January 2026. 

Section 53 of the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000 provides that footpaths and 
bridleways that existed on 1 January 1949 but 
are not on the definitive map on the cut-off day 
will be extinguished, subject to safeguards yet 
to be put in regulations. The cut-off was to 
take effect on 1 January 2026 preceded by an 
intensive quarter century of identifying and 
applying for routes to 
be added to the 
definitive maps. 

More than half that 
time has passed and it 
is now essential that 
we carry out research 
and make applications 
for unrecorded, or 
under-recorded, paths 
to be put on the 
definitive map of rights 
of way—or they will be 
lost for ever. 

Three categories of 
path are particularly 
vulnerable because 
they may be wrongly 
assumed to be 
correctly recorded and 
so no one will make an application for their 
retention. These are: (1) paths shown on the 
Ordnance Survey map as ‘other routes with 
public access’ (ORPAs); (2) definitive map 
anomalies; and (3) routes straddling local 
authority boundaries. ORPAs are shown with 
green blobs on the OS Explorer maps and red 
blobs on the Landranger series. 

Vulnerable 

Examination of ORPAs in Hertfordshire has 
shown that, although information about these 
paths was supplied to Ordnance Survey, 
several are no longer shown on the list of 
streets (a list of highways maintainable at 
public expense which, under section 36(6) of 
the Highways Act 1980, each highway 
authority has a duty to keep). The danger is 
that any route that was a public highway 
before 1949 and is not on the list of streets or 
definitive map in 2026 will be extinguished, 
even if it is the only means of access to a 

continuing 
footpath, 
bridleway or 
byway. 

We recommend 
that you identify 
the ORPAs on 
an OS map 
sheet and 
highlight those 
that do not 
appear to be 
ordinary roads. 
For each of 
those 
highlighted, you 
should check 
the list of 
streets to see 
whether it is 
recorded. If it is 

not, you should add the route to your 
‘highways under threat’ list for future work. 

The second category is the one many 
authorities refer to as ‘anomalies’. This is 
where a path suddenly changes status, often 
at a parish boundary. I include in this category 
those paths that run along or meander close to 
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a parish boundary, where part of the path falls 
in a different parish from most of the length. 

Stop short 

In Hertfordshire I have found examples of 
paths which stop 10 to 50 yards short of 
another highway, with the gap neither on the 
definitive map nor on the list of streets. Others 
have been found where just a short distance 
falls in a different parish, and it was not 
recorded there. Where these are highways, 
they are likely to be lost in 2026 and so need 
adding to the definitive map. 

Worse still, I have found examples where the 
council signpost is on the road, so the walker 
or rider would be unaware that the path was in 
danger. The track in the above photograph is 
signposted as ‘bridleway 32’ just to the left of 
the photographer, yet the definitive map does 
not show the bridleway starting for another 30 
yards. 

We recommend that you look carefully for any 
unexpected changes of status of paths, or 
gaps between paths and the roads they 
should be joining, and highlight these as 
needing investigation. 

The third category of unusual path is the one 
that straddles a county or unitary authority 
boundary.

The route in the photograph (above) looks like 
a normal road. It is maintained, and anyone 
driving along it would have no idea that on the 
cut-off day half of it could vanish due to 
administrative error. The route runs along the 
county boundary between Hertfordshire and 
Central Bedfordshire. In Bedfordshire (the left- 
hand half) the road is on the list of streets, but 
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Road near Peter’s Green, Harpenden, Hertfordshire, 
grid reference TL 1389 1877. Photo: Phil Wadey. 



in Hertfordshire it is not recorded at all. If there 
is no application for the route it is likely that 
only the Bedfordshire strip would retain public 
rights.

Vehicular rights 

When the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 extinguished 
mechanically-propelled vehicle rights that 
were not recorded, section 67(2)(b) retained 
the rights on routes shown in the lists of 
streets. However, in many places the lists 
were inaccurate; thus there are now many 
routes which in law probably no longer have 
the status needed for driving, even though 
they look like roads. These routes could be 
lost to walkers, riders, cyclists and with a  
neighbouring authority, especially those that 
lead to routes shown on the definitive map, 
and then that you check the list of streets in 
both authority areas to ensure the route will be 
safeguarded. 

For more information about applying to add 
routes to the definitive map see http://
www.restoringtherecord.org.uk. rStepping 
stones 

The stepping stones first appeared on this 
1:2500 1898 OS map. The tiny eyot has now 
vanished. The footpaths (pecked double lines) 
converge at the crossing and are now 
definitive rights of way. 

Three miles east of industrial Cowley, deep 
and peacefully remote in the meadows of 
the Oxford green belt, is a legal 
battleground at grid reference SP 601 005. 
As recently as 2006 the spot was labelled 
by the words ‘stepping stones’ on the 
1:2500 Ordnance Survey (OS) maps 
because here people used to cross the 
little River Thame. 

In 2002 society member Hugh Crawley 
claimed a right of way across the river for the 
definitive map. Ten years later Oxfordshire 
County Council (OCC) rejected his claim. 
Hugh, a determined warrior (he landed in 
Normandy on D- Day + four), appealed and 
the planning inspector (Peter Millman) found 
for him—and directed OCC to make the 

order. Two landowners, Sir Victor Blank, a 
banker at nearby Chippinghurst Manor, on the 
western bank, and an absentee farmer on the 
other side objected to the order. OCC opted for 
neutrality and it was agreed to deal with the 
objections by written representations. 

Hugh Crawley’s research showed that until the 
1880s there was a weir at this point which was 
also used as a footbridge. People crossed the 
river between Little Milton on the left (east) 
bank and Cuddesdon on the west. On the east 
bank two footpaths converged at the site. On 
the west bank two paths also converged (see 
map). Whichever your direction the weir-
bridge saved a deal of circuitous walking to 
the next bridges (a couple of miles to the north 
and south). 

Common sense 

The paths are still there, now on the definitive 
map as Little Milton FPs 4 and 5 and 
Cuddesdon & Denton 19 and 21. Common 
sense suggests a right of way across the river; 
there is and has been no other reason for 
walking to the Thame at that point other than 
to cross to the other side. Great Milton Parish 
Council in the 1890s said that ‘a valuable right 
of way ... had fallen into disuse through the 
decay of the bridge’ and with its neighbours 
pressed the Headington Rural District Council 
(the highway authority) to act, but the council 
refused stating (without reasons) that it did not 
believe there was a right of way. 
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In 1898 the stepping stones made their first 
appearance on the OS map, replacing the 
weir-bridge. They remained in use until at 
least the 1960s when a local footpaths society 
tried to have the 

The late Yvonne Crawley crosses the Thame 
at the site of the stepping stones during a 
Ramblers’ 2003 demo; her husband Hugh 
researched and made the claim to have the 
crossing recognised as a right of way. The 
footings of the former weir-bridge can be seen 
behind her. Photo Chris Hall. 

crossing placed on the definitive map. OCC 
resisted and won. The claim was dealt with by 
a civil servant with little or no understanding of 
highways law; nor had the history of the route 
then been researched. But despite the gradual 
decay and dispersal of the stones people 
continued to cross or try to cross there, no 
doubt attracted by the legend ‘stepping stones’ 
on the OS maps and by the fact that nobody 
has ever tried to stop them. 

Hired 

The solicitors, Bircham Dyson Bell, hired to 
oppose the creation order in the present 
proceedings, point to the lack of documentary 
evidence of a right of way. They also claim that 
any right of way over the river has been 
‘annihilated’ because the stepping stones have 
disappeared and so has the tiny eyot in the 
river which was once linked to either bank by 
the weir-bridge. The stepping stones BDB claim 
(without evidence and in the face of OS 
surveyors’ findings) were never stepping 
stones but the remains of the bridge. The 
society engaged George Laurence QC and he 
controverts this argument essentially on the 

ground that it is still possible to cross the river 
on the route of the stepping stones albeit less 
conveniently than when they were in place. He 
also points out that OCC has been ‘overly 
concerned to find evidence of public use’; but 
s32 of the Highways Act 1980 ‘permits and 
requires regard to be had to documentary 
evidence’. 

He summarises: ‘ ... in a case such as this, 
which is based primarily on documentary 
evidence, it will usually also be the case that 
the same evidence which makes it reasonable 
to allege that public rights subsist [the test 
applied in granting Mr Crawley’s appeal], will 
also permit and require the tribunal to 
conclude, on a balance of probabilities [the 
test in the present proceedings], that public 
rights do subsist’. 

There is to be a site inspection on 30 July. 
Chris Hall 

Interest not proven 
Thanks to our objection Lyng footpath 3, four 
miles south of Reepham in Norfolk, will stay 
put. 

Breckland District Council wanted to move the 
route which runs past the property Patholme. 
The owner, Mr Duncan McLennan, originally 
tried to divert the path under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (TCPA) to allow the 
erection of an annex to his property. The 
relevant committee approved the order but the 
development was completed making a TCPA 
order inappropriate. A second order was made 
under the Highways Act 1980. 

The definitive route runs south from a road 
junction for 24 metres across what is now the 
garden of Patholme and thence through a 
fenced hedge-line to continue south across a 
field. The diversion would have made a 
straight, north-south path into a double dog-
leg, around the edge of the field to the west, 
increasing the distance by 13 metres. 

Our local correspondent, Ian Witham, was the 
only objector. The matter was dealt with by 
written representations. 
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Argued 

The council argued that the annex which was 
within one metre of the path was occupied by 
an elderly person who was often alone at the 
property and felt vulnerable. The diversion 
would improve the privacy and security of the 
occupiers of the house. 

The inspector, Helen Slade, upheld our 
objection. She had received no evidence to 
support the council’s contention. She wrote 
that on her site visit ‘it took a matter of less 
than 30 seconds to cross the garden area. I 
noted that the windows overlooking the path 
were dressed with blinds to afford privacy to 
the occupants’ and that there was

‘no evidence ‘to suggest that users of the path 
feel uncomfortable using the path’. 

She therefore concluded that the order had 
not been shown to be expedient in the 
interests of the landowner. It failed the first 
test. 

Says Ian: ‘We are delighted with the result. 
Many properties co-exist with public paths 
nearby and there is no difficulty about this. 
The inspector considered that although the 
order had been made in the landowner’s 
interests, these had not been demonstrated. 
We are sorry that Breckland District Council 
spent money on this fruitless exercise.’ (FPS/
F2605/4/2, 2 Feb 2015) 

The Big Pathwatch 
This summer, with funding from the Ramblers 
Holidays Charitable Trust, the Ramblers are 
launching a survey of all the public paths in 
England and Wales, as shown on Ordnance 
Survey maps. 

Anyone can take part, you just register for a 
one-kilometre square and walk all the paths 
shown on the OS map reporting what you find
—good and bad—to the Ramblers. You can 
download a free app for your phone to assist 
reporting. The Ramblers will use the results to 
assess the state of the network and to come 
up with long-term solutions to ensure the path 
network is protected and maintained. 

Details are on the Ramblers’ website 

http://bit.do/3UNY. 

Deregulation Act 
On 26 March the Deregulation Act won royal 
assent. 

The act aims to streamline and speed up the 
process for the addition of highways to the 
definitive map. The stakeholder working 
group, of which our general secretary is a 
member, is advising on the detailed 
regulations and guidance including, crucially, 
the definitions of those routes which will be 
exempt from the definitive map cut-off on 1 

January 2026. (See 
page 7 for advice on 
recording routes 
which may otherwise 
be lost.) 

The intention is for 
the act to come into 
effect on 1 April 2016. 
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Footpath 3 looking south. The path runs past the telegraph 
pole and through the garden to the signpost on the road. The 
diversion was around the field edge to the left.  
Photo: Ian Witham. 



 
Good news and bad about landscape

Background

 Contrasting decisions earlier this year reflect 
the complexity of the multiple landscapes in 
this country and the difficulty arising from 
attempting to define in legislative language 
what are essentially subjective and relative 
judgements. Everywhere is different but 
legislation has to be focused.

They also point to the need to utilise 
accurately such legislative guidelines as are 
available, and, at the same time, the scope 
afforded to inspectors, who have to reconcile 
the N.P.P.F. with Local Development Plans and 
Neighbourhood Plans, whether expected or 
extant. Currently, the latter are receiving 
increased emphasis, as sustainability is less 
often heard and seldom defined, except in the 
transport context. N.P.'s will carry more weight 
if the right jargon is used to convince, along 
with the evidence (not opinion).  A case in this 

edition hinges upon the failure to provide the 
evidence!

Although there is some dispute about how the 
housing figures are arrived at, and the time 
over which they are to be met, it is now clear 
that the Government’s prime policy is about 
failure to meet five-year targets. The large 
percentage of districts that have not met their 
target date for getting a Core Strategy in place 
are likely to get little sympathy. (But where the 
work-force will come from remains to be 
seen.)What is no longer in dispute is the cost 
and shortage of rural housing, and jobs to go 
with it, in the right context.

In the first appeal, by a parish council, against 
a grant of permission for 800, (and a salutary 
case),  the Sec. of State refused to intervene 
when neighbouring applications for two sites, 
from different developers, come cumulatively 
to at least 1344, instead of an anticipated 
development totalling 1200, and the higher 
number was nevertheless acceptable to the 
D.C.  and to Mr. Pickles  
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The second developer is also appealing 
against refusal. The trouble arises because 
the wording of their Plan shows that 
“approximately 25 per hectare” is acceptable 
at the higher levels.
One has to suppose that the immediacy of 
delivery is a factor in this particular case. But 
this happens where we already build the 
smallest boxes in Europe! 

Is the difference,, more than 10%, really 
“approximate”? The examiner of the N.P. Had 
declared the exactness to be too restrictive, 
but the parish feels very discouraged and I 
wonder how the second developer will 
reconstruct their numbers and make a profit. 
Will the Parish Council have the resources to 
take the matter any further?

It's a high price to pay for being co-operative. 
There is, however, advice to be had about the 
proportions of the differing types of provision. 
Did they get enough help in preparing their 
N.P.? Dave Chetwyn thinks not, as I do.)
(No DCS No. available; see Cringleford, South 
Norfolk.

Valued Landscape

This is an Appeal about an open landscape in 
Warwickshire. It relates to a site on the edge 
of village, classified as high grade in 
landscape sensitivity terms.  The potential 
developer claimed that this to place it on a par 
with areas of outstanding natural beauty, 
whereas it has no formal designation. He 
asserted that the only means of assessing its 
worth was using Landscape Institute 
guidelines. The inspector acknowledged that 
the N.P.P.F does not define “valued” 

landscapes and that the fact that it would be 
valued by the local community does not mean 
that it meets the purposes of Para 109 of the 
Guidelines. But he also said that the site had 
value in landscape terms as well as being 
valued locally and the appellants analysis 
significantly undervalued the scheme's likely 
effects on heritage assets. Wider views of it in 
the context of listed buildings had not been 
properly weighed. The proposed homes would 
be prominent, impinging on a narrow corridor 
towards the church and this would be 
significantly harmful, and was not outweighed 
by the scheme's benefits.
DCS No. 200-003-421

 The intrinsic attractiveness of the site has to 
be taken into account. Nationally designated 
areas are on a quite different scale;  the 
comparison is false but the urgency is equally 
great. Recently, we have heard that new build 
in such circumstances has to be not merely 
adequate but lend enhancement in such 
contexts. (There's a debate!)   Nevertheless, 
there needs to be some norm, a system 
adopted across all authorities for assessing 
quality of landscape in areas adjacent to 
existing development, especially where they 
may prove to be more sustainable than other 
exposed sites. Then the need arises to secure 
decent design. That has been recognised, but 
so far remains only a pious aspiration – and 
will be contentious, and already one inspector 
has put his foot down. The need for more 
affordable housing makes the design issue yet 
more acute.  
  
Neighbourhood Plan over-ruled

Last year's N.P.  allocated a reserve site on 
the edge of a village, to be used following 
preference for two larger sites so far not 
proceeded with. It was deemed suitable for 28 
homes and the appeal is for 24. There was no 
mention in the plan of its function as an 
important green wedge, nor of its “intrinsic 
value”. So the inspector ruled that it could be 
released  in view of the council's inability to 
prove a five-year supply of land at district or 
neighbourhood level, as it added only five or 
six per cent to the number of homes planned. 
DCS No.200-003-475 
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This is a no-win for all concerned, including 
the inspector. It does demonstrate that there 
needs to be some guidance for the amateurs 
who put their time into plans, so as to include 
important factors to which attention is directed, 
at both the levels of adoption. Should this not 
have been spotted earlier?
It will doubtless be said at the local level that 
the parish has shown itself too co-operative;  
but then,who would take on the responsibility 
of being a councillor? However, failure to take 
on the responsibility for preparing a plan is not 
an escape route for others. So there needs to 
be a certainty that permitted sites will be 
delivered. That has to be part of the 
permission if piece-meal cherry-picking is not 
to become a blight and is surely the 
responsibility of the District's officers in 
formulating conditions.   Who monitored at the 
local level?    

Homes passed after rejection of rural 
policy
This provides either a very clear example of 
the uniqueness of every appeal, or a warning 
of a swathe of possibly upsetting sequels, 
depending on how much weight is placed on 
the various components of the inspector's 
choices.  It relates to carried forward policy 
long out of date, and points to the importance 
of not letting that happen. It tests the 
consistency with which the Local Plan needs 
to accord with the N.P.P.F. And also turns on 
what is meant by “regard”. The inspector has 
passed an appeal related to 58 homes on the 
edge of a village in Gloucestershire.  The 
council relied on the carried forward  words 
“regard must be given to the need to protect 
the character and appearance of the rural 
landscape”. This was re-interpreted in a draft 
Neighbourhood Plan as applying  to 
“unacceptably intrusive proposals”. The Plan 
allocated no new housing to the village. The 

site is/was not in “a valued landscape”,
( though this was “some of the best and most 
versatile agricultural land”.) The inspector took 
into account a “very substantial package of 
community benefits”, and the fact that it could 
not be assumed that comparable benefits 
would come forward elsewhere in the village. 
The local plan did not provide for a five-year 
supply. Urgent housing need existed, and 
there is the prospect of early implementation. 
DCS 200-003-836

It is difficult to sympathise with a complete 
failure to recognise more up to date ministerial 
pronouncements about housing need, made 
within the context of emerging definitions of  
Sustainability.  Is any attempt to freeze a 
village realistic in the absence of a five-year 
supply? Beefing up the wording does not 
amount to a policy

Homes permitted outside village envelope

Recently adopted development plans have 
been set aside for a development of 35 
houses on a site adjacent to a village in 
Rutland.  It was a redundant garden centre. 
The Appellant argued that the figures for the 
assumed rate of building in the District were 
too optimistic. Th inspector set that argument 
aside. He said the derelict site appeared to be 
part of the village, and that the houses would 
not intrude into the countryside. It also had a 
close relationship with a small housing estate 
immediately opposite.  He took into account 
economic and social benefits, and saw no 
significant adverse effects, and including 
much-needed affordable housing. 
DCS: 200-003-644
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Redundant garden centre sites are coming 
under increasing pressure from developers, 
with unpredictable results. In this case the 
inspector saw it as sustainable, supporting the 
range of services available.

Buffer

The need for buffer of 5% against under-
delivery has swayed an inspector to permit up 
to 150 new homes and office space on the 
edge of a Wiltshire town. The Core strategy 
had been adopted in January on the basis that 
there would be a need for early review but this 
wording was not included in the Local 
Development Scheme. The inspector found 
that this was not a minor matter, but did not 
disqualify the L.D.S. 
The appellants argued that the County's needs 
would not be fully met. The inspector was 
content with the review of the housing market 
in the Strategy.   Land supply would be  
adequate. His review of delivery indicated that 
it would fall short, though it would be 
appropriate for the market. However, he drew 
attention to government policy that calls for the 
five percent  buffer in order to ensure choice 
and competition. 
The setting would get only a slight impact and 
otherwise he found the it satisfactory, not 
prejudicing proper planning of the area.
DCS: 200-003-64.

Enough to tip the scales, and to make a great 
many sites more available. It will also lead to a 
lot of new factors coming into play, and a need 
for review, even in places where there is a 
five-year supply.

The review needs to be time-tabled in the 
Development Plan, and the circumstances for 
that vary greatly, according to delivery rates 
over differing lengths of plan period, and the 
number achieved over various years, affected 
perhaps by the recession.  

Conservation Test

The impact of a development on the setting of 
a C.A. Has been found acceptable by an 
inspector though it doubles the size of a 
village near a town in Hampshire. The 

inspector saw the C.A as a heritage asset 
enhanced by  the setting. The appeal site 
helped to define the village. Seven of the 
seventy proposed homes lay within the C.A., 
while much of the site would be public open 
space. Flood risk could be mitigated and the 
overall impact would be less than substantial. 
DCS No:200-03-245
So everything is going to depend  on the 
quality of design .

Homes approved despite proven five-year 
supply

The inspector has allowed 70 homes in a 
green wedge at the edge of a settlement in 
Northamptonshire.  There was disagreement 
about whether a five or twenty percent buffer 
should be added to cater for past under-
delivery. The council's core strategy indicated 
an addition in the middle phases of the plan 
period between 2015 and 2020. They had met 
their annual targets since 2011 when the 
increased numbers were required. The 
appellant also sought (unsuccessfully) to 
overturn the council's windfall allowance. 
However, the inspector also found that 
relevant policies were not up-to-date, being 
adopted in 1997. This was a brown-field site , 
strongly defensible, and generally sustainable, 
in a rural area short of housing 
200-03-733 
This is the standard to apply in July 2015
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No pressing need

The Sec of State has refused major schemes 
in Yorkshire after the developer failed to show 
any pressing need. The proposals contained 
500 or 390 homes along with a 50 bed care 
home, 20 sheltered apartments, 16 
bungalows, and a large local centre. The Sec 
of  State agreed with his inspector that the 
council's figures on housing need and supply 
were preferable to the applicants 's data. 
Overall, whether using figures based on the 
housing market area or the administrative 
area, pressing need had not been 
demonstrated on supply grounds. The site 
was a key employment site in an emerging 
local plan and using it would significantly 
deplete the employment portfolio, requiring 
other sites to be brought forward on an ad hoc 
basis rather than a plan-led approach, 
potentially harming economic objectives.  
DCS No:200-003-782

An expensive cock-shy . Who was behind it?   
The rise of anxiety about housing shortage 
has led to successful applications for housing 
on sites previously allocated for job creation, 
and support from inspectors for this course.

The concept of locally valued landscapes 
has led to a decision to reject an 
application for 46 houses in a village in 
Warwickshire

The council assessed the site as having high 
to medium sensitivity to housing development.  
The inspector drew attention to paras 109 and 
113 of the NPPF.  He “mused” that valued 
does not equate to formal designation, and 
further that para 14 (footnote9), giving 
examples of sensitive landscapes where 
development should be resisted was not 
exclusive. Had that been intended it would 
have been explicit. He saw the site as being 
more than just popular,  having historic ridge 
and furrow fields, being close to the 
Millennium Way footpath, with a setting on a 
valley floor within a broad vista and below a 
ridge line. He was also concerned about the 
views from existing  housing. Despite the local 
shortfall he found that the harmful impacts  

outweighed the benefits. DCS  No:
200-003-727.

The inspector was impressed by the 
systematic and consistent approach the 
council had taken in their study of landscape. 
Though this was not a policy document he 
would not disregard it  as evidence. He also 
cited ministerial advice from March 2015 about 
suitability to context. 
We in Bruton hope that the inspector's  
colleague will take the same view  about a 
pending appeal for a large turbine and its 
impact on the landscape focused on a Roman 
and neolithic hilltop site  on a Mendip outlier, 
as seen over the valley town, from the much 
visited Abbey Park's  Dovecote .
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In the Totnes Spring News letter  chairman 
Judy Westacott  reported that during the past 
five years some large-scale housing 
developments have been given planning 
permission, and more sites are now being 
considered for inclusion in the new Local Plan. 

Government legislation has created a 
‘developers paradise’ with a presumption in 
favour of permission being granted. 

As South Hams District Council are unable to 
prove that, at present, they have a five-year 
supply of housing development land there are 
few occasions when the refusal of permission 
can be justified. It is therefore extremely 
important that we, as a Society, do all that we 
can to protect the environmental setting of 
Totnes and the surrounding parishes. 

Richard Davies reminisced on being a local 
newspaper reporter

At times Totnes seems a long way away from 
my new home but it isn’t of course. North 
Devon isn’t the other side of the world, even if 

it sometimes feels that way, as if somebody 
has turned the map upside down. 

Sixty miles? What’s that between friends, 
barely anything, and yes, of course I have 
been back. 

Already there are changes the new Rushbrook 
hub seems the most striking, with proposals 
for Dairy Crest – at last and Great Court Farm 
(my final lead story for the Totnes Times was 
about that) about to come to fruition. 

But Totnes is manifestly, magnificently, Totnes 
still, the place I came to know and love for ten 
years as a reporter. When I first sat at my desk 
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Planning	permission	has	been	given	for	nearly	300	homes	 
on	these	two	sites	on	either	side	of	the	Dart



in Warland, just a few short weeks before Bill 
Bennett sadly died, retirement seemed a long 
way away. But little by little it crept up on me, 
though I tried to delay its finality by cutting my 
working hours and job sharing for a while. 

During my time I watched and tried to record 
the inexorable rise of the Transition Town 
movement from the moment when two 
individuals slid rather apologetically into the 
office outlining their proposals, to the 
astonishing internationally known organisation 
it is today. 

Mayors came and went, all of them 
approachable, some combative, most with a 
keen eye for what would make news and an 
admirable way of getting Totnes into the 
headlines. 

One – who will recognise herself (and that is, 
of course, quite a clue) was always keen to let 
me know what she did and didn’t want in the 
paper. 

“Put your pen down, please, Richard,” - I am 
sure she said please was a frequent request 
at Guildhall meetings. Was I always obedient? 
I tried to be. After all a weekly newspaper, 
while trying to tell the truth, is also very much 
a part of the community and doesn’t set out to 
make enemies. 

The furore over Dartington College of Art’s 
move to Cornwall was probably the biggest 
story I dealt with, and I well remember Prue 
Boswell’s stupefaction when I told her about 
the proposal to move the college to Cornwall, 
and how hard she and others fought to 
prevent it. 

Here  it was difficult to be objective, the 
campaigners cause was dear to my heart, 
especially with the financial damage the move 
was forecast to cause to Totnes. I wanted 
them to win, and for a time I thought they 
would. 

But, despite backing from all over the world, 
the fight was lost. I have driven past the new 
campus outside Falmouth, and it has splendid 
facilities, but it isn’t Dartington. 

It was at the former home of the Elmhirsts that 
I enjoyed one of my more memorable 
interviews - it would be a treat to talk to Terry 
Waite at any time, but somehow even more 
special in those surroundings. Other 
occasions stand out being in the audience for 
Gardeners Question Time at KEVICC, 
watching a Rosamund Pilcher story filmed by 
a German crew in the High Street, and taking 
pictures of the Queen at Totnes railway station 
far nearer than her security people were 
happy with. 

The day that Sarah Wollaston was chosen in 
the open primary brought one of the biggest 
media scrums to the Royal Seven Stars Hotel 
– and there weren’t many weeks when that 
establishment didn’t feature in the paper, one 
way or another. 

Totnes was frequently national news. Rob 
Hopkins and Matt Harvey became 
synonymous with the town, putting everything 
they did under the microscope. There was the 
fuss about the town council doing away with 
official prayers before meetings glory, what a 
fuss that caused and another upset over 
whether or not the town council should 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of Trafalgar in 
case it upset the French... 

Traffic – which way to drive, or should there be 
vehicles at all was a subject guaranteed to 
start an argument, and I daresay still is. There 
was the endless slog through the recession, 
the fears, the worries, and the closure of Dairy 
Crest. 

How much more can this town take, our front 
page thundered? But Totnes is resilient, 
Totnes is tough. A special town full of special 
people –even the ghost of Oliver Cromwell 
which hovered over the Guildhall (yes, he is 
thought to have been a visitor) has to get a 
look in. 

During my time in Totnes I was once, 
memorably hoaxed, persistently intrigued, 
often exasperated, perpetually fascinated and 
always, always, conscious of my own 
shortcomings. But would I have missed it? Not 
for the world. 

Totnes – thanks for the memories. 
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Paul Bennett  wrote about a 
neighbourhood plan for Totnes

What is a Neighbourhood Plan and why 
should we have one? In conception it was a 
child of the “Big Society” and its birth 
announced by the Localism Act 2011. The 
averred intention is to enable communities to 
play a much stronger role in shaping the areas 
in which they live and work and in supporting 
new development proposals. It sits alongside 
the Local Plan (now being prepared by SHDC 
and designated “Our Plan”). Decisions on 
planning applications will be made using both 
“Our Plan” and the Neighbourhood Plan and 
any other “material considerations” meaning 
effectively that both plans are subject to the 
diktats of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (hence the inability of SHDC 
planners to do other than recommend 
approval for the development at Great Court 
Farm). 

Real choices for the community are therefore, 
in practise, severely limited by central 
government’s imperative to build more houses 
ignoring any local community opposition. 
Whilst the intention of giving power to local 
communities is laudable, the reality of creating 
a neighbourhood plan is far from 
straightforward. Town and Parish Councils 
who are expected to promote these plans 
have neither the financial nor manpower 
resources, which has resulted in many 
proposed plans falling by the wayside. This 
has been alleviated to a certain extent by 
some central government grant funding but 
nevertheless remains a substantial obstacle; 
virtually all communities of the size and 
importance of Totnes have required outside 
professional help to draw up the plan. 

Kate Wilson reported on the Future Homes 
Conference at Dartington Hall

Recently there have been exciting events 
happening locally in the world of planning 
not a realm given to much excitement 
usually, but the Future Homes Conference 
at Dartington Hall, jointly organised by 
Dartington Hall Trust, Dartington Parish 
Council and Transition Town Totnes in 
February, was an enjoyable exception. 
This conference, billed as an alternative to 
the traditional, developer-led ways of 
looking at house building, was aimed at 
those involved in Neighbourhood Planning, 
from volunteers to landowners, architects 
and planners. Conference delegates, 
including our MP Dr Sarah Wollaston, were 
treated to inspiring presentations from a 
wide range of speakers many of whom are 
experts in their field and living locally. A 
wide range of topics was covered from 
affordability, community land trusts and 
self-build (including a presentation by 
TotSoc Committee member Jim Carfrae) to 
the unexpectedly entertaining presentation 
on Air Tightness Testing. Facilitated 
discussion sessions focused on 
Neighbourhood Planning, Place-Making 
and creating resilient communities among 
other issues. It was an inspirational 
conference. But if you missed it, you 
needn’t miss out, because the conference 
was videoed and is available to see at 
http://www.dartington.org/futurehomes. 
There is an event overview which gives a 
flavour of what’s on offer, and each 
speaker’s presentation is available in full. 
Have a look and be inspired! 

Lawrence Green wrote about the beautiful 
church of the Holy Trinity at Torbryan

Isabel Carlisle is helping with the Dartington 
Neighbourhood Plan, and heads up education 
for Transition Network. She is a co-founder of 
the Community Chartering Network - 
www.communitychartering.org  she writes: 
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What could a Community Charter do for 
Totnes? 

All over the UK communities find time and 
again that their voice is not heard loudly 
enough in the planning process. Under our 
current planning framework all they are able to 
do is object to new development, and 
when those applications go to appeal 
communities are faced with raising 
considerable sums of money to hire 
lawyers so that they can make a stand. 
It is exhausting, time-consuming and 
often ineffective. Granted, the Localism 
Act and Neighbourhood plans have 
opened an opportunity for communities 
to designate land for development, and 
the kind of development that they want 
to see happen. But this only goes so 
far.... as far as the local planning office 
where the Neighbourhood Plan is 
placed alongside the Local Plan. 

What communities lack is a way of 
convening around a rights-based vision 
of what their communities are for, in the 
broadest sense. Neighbourhood Plan 
processes are clearly activating a 
wealth of grassroots expertise, 
demonstrating that often the people of a place 
have a vital contribution to make when major 
decisions are taken. What if that expertise 
took on the challenge of coming up 
with a unified vision for sustainable 
agricultural systems, sustainable 
energy systems, sustainable 
economies, real environmental 
protection, and improvement of 
health, safety and welfare in the 
community? 

This is where the Community 
Charter comes in. Until now there 
has been no easily replicated 
mechanism for mapping community 
assets (both tangible and intangible) 
and stating shared values. Or for 
asserting the rights of communities 
and their responsibilities to the long-
term economic and ecological well-
being of the place in which they live. 
Or for claiming the right to 
participatory planning, or to 

prohibiting development that violates the 
assets and values of the community 

In the autunm edition edifying document was 
resurrected for comparison
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Some Changes in Totnes by John Keleher 

Change is a feature of human activity. But in 
many ways the rate of change which has 
taken place since the end of World War 2 has 
been far faster than ever before in the history 
of mankind. This change, largely brought 
about by the enormous strides in technology, 
has affected every aspect of our lives: this 
includes where and how we live. To what 
extent, we wonder, has Totnes been affected 
by this phenomenon? 

In the Totnes Archive (previously called The 
Study Centre) which is housed in the tiny (too 
tiny) premises behind the Museum there is an 
important document which TOTSOC 
presented to the Totnes Borough Council in 
1971. This paper isn’t a planning document: it 
is, as the authors point out, “a statement of a 
set of values which the Society believes to be 
at stake in Totnes.” 

It seems to me that these values are pretty 
much the same now as they were in 1971, 
These can be summed up as a valuing of the 
town’s long history and its buildings; 
maintaining it as a pleasant place to live; at 
the same time recognising that the town must 
change with the times. As a member of the 
Society and since TOTSOC owns any 
copyright you can, for a small fee, walk away 
with your own photo copy since TOTSOC 
owns the copyright and you are a member of 
TOTSOC. Alternatively, you can read the 
Archive’s copy on site. 

In paragraphs 6-17 of the 132 paragraphs 
there is set out what the authors call ‘The 
Functions of the Town’. The town’s role, it 
states, is a subtle mixture of seven functions: 
as 

1. an agricultural market

2. a shopping centre

3. a centre for other services

4. a port

5. a commercial and industrial entity

6. a tourist centre

7. a residential area and place for 
retirement.

How relevant are the first four of these 
functions today over forty years later? What 
impact has the inevitable process of change 
had on the town over this period? 

As an agricultural Centre. 

The paper points out the cattle market, the 
bacon factory, the dairy-related activity of the 
Unigate site as examples of Totnes’ 
agricultural activity: none of these exist today. 
It goes on to mention the presence of South 
Devon Farmers and specifically mentions 
Harris’s ironmongers as being examples of the 
agricultural services which were a feature of 
the town at the time: the current owner of this 
shop has recently made a use-it-or-lose-it 
appeal to the population of the town. 

This move away from agriculture as an 
important feature of life in Totnes is further 
illustrated by the fact that in the 2011 Census 
0% of those in work reported that they were 
employed in the agricultural/forestry/fishing 
sector! Although there were no figures 
available at the time it’s pretty safe to assume 
that the percentage in 1971 who were, would 
have been higher than 0%, otherwise the 
authors of the paper would not have claimed 
Agriculture as being one of Totnes’ main seven 
functions. 

As a shopping centre. 

Like every other town Totnes was traditionally 
a collection of small independent shops, each 
being run by local people, upon which the 
townsfolk and those from surrounding villages 
relied for their shopping. The paper 
acknowledges that Totnes cannot compete 
with larger neighbouring towns as a regional 
shopping centre, and it goes on to talk about 
the need for what it calls ‘specialist’ shops 
which visitors are likely to find attractive; these 
shops should fit in with the historic character 
of the town. 

The authors recognise the threat posed to the 
town’s shops by the supermarkets and the 
out-of- town shopping centres, and press for a 
10 mile no-out-of-town shopping centre zone. 
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They go on to urge the County Council to 
continue its opposition to such developments. 
However, they try to have it all ways, for they 
have no objection to such convenience 
developments taking place within (their 
underlining!) provided they are consistent with 
the character of the town. That was the way 
TOTSOC saw the position in 1971. How does 
it look nowadays, at least from one member’s 
viewpoint? 

In recent years society has changed 
enormously, and this has had a knock-on 
effect on the way we shop and on the role of 
small independent units within a community.  
As we noted , in 1971 there faced competition 
from the supermarkets and the out-of-town 
shopping centres, but today the situation is 
probably worse. First, there are, nearly half a 
century later, far more cars on the road∗ and 
these are no longer the preserve of the males 
in the family! Women are driving all over the 
place to do the family shopping! It’s not a 
question of Totnes not being able to compete 
with our rival towns in the region, because 
nowadays these places are more readily 
accessible when necessary as are, on a more 
regular basis, the out-of- town outlets. Second, 
the Internet had yet to be invented in 1971, but 
when it was it did not take long for shopping to 
be revolutionised. 

Today on-line purchasing presents a constant 
threat to the future of all shops, not just small 
local outlets, since with each year the value of 
on-line purchases increases at (to a shop 
keeper) an alarming rate. Thirdly, as a means 
of trying to learn any changes that have taken 
place in the intervening years we turn again to 
the Census of 2011 when 20% of Totnesians 
who were in work reported that they were 
employed in retail/wholesale businesses. 

How much of this activity takes place outside 
Totnes we do not know. Unfortunately there 
are no figures for around 1971 but it’s likely 
that this figure would have been higher since 
this was one of the major functions of the town 
at the time. (As an aside it occurs to me that in 
1971 you bought from these small shops the 
quantities that you, the customer wanted. The 
number of bacon rashers you wanted were 
sliced off in front of you; the grocer would cut 

off the quantity of cheese you wanted; if you 
needed only one lemon then one lemon you 
bought. Nowadays, when so many of the 
goods we buy are pre-packaged we are 
increasingly being forced into buying the 
quantities that supermarkets want us to buy - 
presumably with a view to increasing their 
profits.) 

As a centre for other services. 

The paper notes a number of areas of 
economic activity, and among these it lists 
schools, hospitals, public buildings, local 
government, solicitors, banks, surgeries etc. It 
goes on to urge an expansion of these 
activities provided the vitality of the town is not 
compromised. Unfortunately there are no 
statistics telling us how many people were 
employed in these areas in 1971, but forty 
years later nearly 60% of the working 
population was. However, there seems to be 
no data showing how much of this type of 
work is carried on outside the town (for 
example in Torbay or Plymouth) but we can 
assume that this sector within the town itself 
has expanded since the paper was produced. 

As a port. 

At the time the Dart brought upstream to 
Totnes mainly timber and people. What’s 
more, TOTSOC wanted to see an expansion 
of this function, perhaps with even bigger 
timber-carrying ships, since it was of some 
economic importance to the town. However, 
the authors warned against the dangers of this 
for it might further threaten the area, pointing 
out that 

“The river, its banks its buildings and walks 
and trees, could be an unsullied delight. Too 
much of it now is tawdry and uncertain, from 
the industrial buildings fronting on the Plains to 
the spatter of buildings and the dying trees of 
the east bank and the Long Marsh.” 

The Dart no longer brings timber, and so the 
associated jobs have gone as well. But the 
above description of the riverside would 
certainly not apply today, since the changes 
that have taken place since those words were 
written have certainly been for the better. 
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Conclusion. 

Despite the absence of good comparative data 
it would seem that over the last forty-odd 
years Totnes has not been immune from the 
inexorable process of change as far as these 
four functions are concerned. If employment 
figures are an indicator then it is as an 
agricultural centre where change has been the 
most noticeable, while, of the four functions 
we’ve looked at, it is the services sector which 
has probably expanded the most. Port-wise 
there has been a considerable improvement in 
the environment as a result of its losing one of 
its roles, but the volume of riverborne human 
traffic has probably increased since (a) there 
are now more and bigger boats sailing 
between Dartmouth and Totnes and (b) the 
Round Robin is a post 1971 attraction. 

But it is in the function as a centre for 
shopping where change is most marked and 
controversial! Changes have taken place in 
society, resulting not only in the way people 
shop but also in their expectation of shops’ 
functions. Increasingly a high street is 
becoming a place to socialise rather than a 
place to buy the necessities of life. It is here 
that perhaps the biggest long-term changes 
will be. At a future date I hope to consider the 
three other functions highlighted in the paper. 

But in the meantime why not nip along to the 
Totnes Archive on a Thursday or a Friday to 
have a look at this 1971 TOTSOC paper? 

You’ll find Jill Drysdale and Sue King 
extremely helpful. 

Decluttering our streets is a perennial problem 
and the Totnes viewpoint is illuminating.

De-cluttering Our Streets Anne Ward & 
Robin Lacey 

Streets make up nearly 80% of the public 
realm in Totnes, but unfortunately our streets 
are cluttered up with signage, signposts, litter 
bins and bollards, a lot of which are either 
unnecessary, badly designed or poorly 
located. 

The problem is that there is no one body or 
agency which oversees or takes responsibility 
for the public realm. This allows statutory 
bodies like water, electricity, gas companies 
and British Telecom, and LA's SHDC and DCC 
to install equipment when and where they 
think fit and more or less to do as they like. 
The result of this deficit is repetitive, redundant 
and misleading signage, inappropriate, poorly 
maintained and ad-hoc street furniture which 
means we end up with a degraded public 
realm. 

Having one body with an overall strategy and 
design code which offered a cohesive 
placement programme which included the 
design and upkeep of street furniture, signage 
and waste management, would avoid a lot of 
the repetition of and redundant and obsolete 
signage and general street clutter which 
degrades our public realm. According to 

�30



English Heritage a large amount of street 
furniture has been provided simply because it 
has been provided in the past. There is a lot of 
“over signage”, which can create confusion for 
both pedestrians and motorists as these 
duplicated signs illustrate. 

Many of the signs in our streets are not 
subject to review and removal on a regular 
basis is a cost effective way of improving 
the streetscape. 

Some signs are unclear due to where they 
have been sited, or because the lettering is 
too small or is displayed against a dark 
background. There is no duty for an 
authority to erect a sign unless a Traffic 
Regulation Order has been made (e.g. to 
prohibit entry, turning or parking for 
instance). Sometimes highway officers 
believe that a sign is required by regulation 
when it is not, or they fear that not 
installing a sign might leave the highway 
authority exposed to liability. 

This kind of risk averse approach just 
produces a lot of unnecessary duplication 
of signage and street furniture which is not 
required by DfT regulations. Interestingly 
overuse of signs is not really a defence alone 
in law, as current case law says that drivers 
are 'first and foremost responsible for their 
own safety*. 

There are some examples of signs which are 
well designed however, as this example on the 
Plains shows. The message is clear because 
it uses large black lettering against a white 
background and includes symbols which are 
easily understood. Signs with symbols are 
particularly useful to visitors as symbols cross 
language barriers and are easier to 
understand. 

There are a lot of examples of bollards which 
are installed where none are necessary. Civic 
Voice, English Heritage and the Department 
for Transport all advise that bollards should be 
avoided unless absolutely necessary. 

They advise that bollards should only be 
considered as part of a co-ordinated street 
furniture design programme. However there 
seems to be no consistent policy regarding the 
placement of bollards in our main streets. 
These can be an obstruction to those with 
push and wheel chairs, and those who are 
visually impaired. They can also be a hazard 
for the elderly and those with mobility 
problems. 

Overuse of bollards in Totnes degrades our 
historic streets by adding to the visual clutter 
and hiding architectural lines. There are 
alternative design solutions such as 
strengthening the pavements and raising kerb 
heights, or not employing off the shelf mode ls 
and creating locally distinctive and site specific 
solutions that add to the character of the street 
and even add an accompanying function. 

Classically beautiful streets can have their 
character degraded and can start to appear 
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over managed if bollards are 
used as a cheap solution to a 
greater problem. Often what is 
required is just more time, more 
consultation or more resources 
rather than installation. 'Less is 
more' should be the guiding 
principle of a good design 
scheme'. 

So how can we reduce the 
clutter? 

Some of the ways we can do this 
are for instance by reducing 
unnecessary signage and where 
possible, putting signs on 
buildings. Designing street 
furniture and clear legible 
signage which respects the 
character of the area. 

Strengthening pavements as an 
alternative to bollards and 
probably most importantly, 
campaigning to get our local 
authority to bring all responsible 
bodies together to coordinate 
overall street design and 
implementing a regular 
programme of surveillance and 
maintenance. 

The objects placed in our public 
spaces should be useful to us as 
citizens and to visitors to the 
town. They should enhance the 
public realm and help visitors to 
navigate the streets easily 
enabling them to find key historic 
landmarks easily, rather than 
experiencing the frustration of getting lost and 
wandering all over the place. 

De-cluttering the main streets would not only 
help to make the town more legible to visitors 
but would also highlight its unique qualities so 
that we have a public realm that we can be 
proud of. 

Research and further reading: 

English Heritage Streets for All Practical Case 
Studies 2008 - www.helm.org.uk Traffic Signs 

Manual, DfT 2006 www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/
tss/tsmanual/ Manual for Historic Streets, 
www.historictownsforum.org/mfhs 
Reducing Sign Clutter (TAL 01/13) 

www.gov.uk /government/publications

reducingsignclutter www.publicrealm.info  
Street Pride Briefings on Signage and 
Bollards, 

http://www.civicvoice.org.uk /campaigns /street-pride / 
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Kirkby Lonsdale & District Newsletter 
Autumn  2014 starts with a report on Victoria 
County History 

A year ago we reported that the Victoria 
County History, which began in 1899 with the 
aim of producing an encyclopaedic record of 
England's places and people, had at last got 
round to looking at Cumbria under the 
editorship of Professor Angus Winchester from 
Lancaster University. The draft of the Kirkby 
Lonsdale History was released in August 2013 
and runs to nearly 60 pages. The draft History 
of Casterton (26 pages) followed in January 
2014, and most recently the Barbon draft (21 
pages) was released in June 2014. The author 
of all three documents is local historian 
Ernmeline Garnett. All can be viewed at: 
www.cumbriacountyhistory.org.uk and in the 
Editor’s opinion these three documents give 
an excellent account of each settlement, 
beginning with some basic geography and 
geology, and tracing the history of the 
settlement from earliest times to the present 
day. The author would be happy to receive 
comments on, or additions to, the drafts and 
there is contact link on the website to do this. 

In celebration of the Diamond Jubilee in 2012, 
the Queen re-dedicated the Victoria County 
History and to mark this occasion, the Victoria 
County History Cumbria project produced a 
set of historical data for every village, parish or 
township in Cumbria — a total of 344 places.

Field at Devil's Bridge 

The field bordering the river on the Casterton 
side of the bridge, has until recently been a 
wilderness of scrub. Although there was 
access to the river for canoists, the public 
footpath running through to the A65 was not 
usable and the undergrowth contained a lot of 
Japanese knotweed. Its total neglect gave a 
very poor image to visitors, in stark contrast to 
the well-maintained Jubilee Field on the other 
side of the river. 

Thankfully all that has changed. A long time 
Kirkby Lonsdale resident, with support from 
the ChristopherRobins Trust, has purchased 
the field, and added a number of picnic 
benches The wild undergrowth has been 
tamed and the owner ensures the grass is 

reglarly mowed. It is now an attractive area, 
well used by residents and visitors alike, and a 
much-improved foreground to our famous 
bridge. 

Its good to see a section on planning 
enforcement. A difficult by necessary function 
of Civic Societies

Planning Enforcement 
Exception was taken to the bright green colour 
scheme of one of the market Square 
businesses and was taken up and reported  to 
the Enforcement Officer.  SLDC's Planning 
Committee authorised "action in respect of 
Abrahams, to restore the building's former 
colour either through the submission of an 
application for Listed Building consent that 
would propose a colour scheme for the 
architectural elements that is more in keeping 
with the heritage asset significance, or in the 
absence of an application, direct enforcement 
action through the service of a Listed Building 
enforcement notice. We look forward to seeing 
the result.  
Jewellers on Main Street The multi-light shop 
window of this listed building was replaced by 
a single pane without planning permission. 
Numerous people reported this breach, we 
had photographs of the original, and 
eventually the owner was successfully 
prosecuted, and has undertaken to reinstate a 
window similar to the original one. 
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Furness and Silverdale Hoards

The inter takes season was kicked off by by 
Dot Boughton, working as Finds Liason Officer 
for Lancashire, under the auspices of the 
British Museum. She described in graphic 
detail the discovery and significance of these 
two remarkable finds. First, in Easter 2011, 92 
silver coins and artefacts now known as the 
Furness Hoard - among them ingots and one 

near-complete silver bracelet — were found by 
a metal detectorist in Furness, the first time 
that a significant amount of valuable Viking 
treasure has been recovered from the area. 

Such finds do not occur often in the career of 
specialists such as Dot, but then in September 
of the same year, a second find - the 
Silverdale Hoard — was unearthed by a metal 
detectorist near to the village of Silverdale. It 
was found in a field that had been regularly 
swept with a metal detector for many years 
prior to the find. Most of the pieces were 
contained in a lead 'pouch', and the survival of 
this container is, in itself, a rare occurrence 
that adds significance to the find. 

The Silverdale Hoard comprises silver items 
including arm-rings, coins, ingots and chopped 

up pieces of silver . Alongside the lead pouch 
are a couple of fragments of lead and one 
silver plated, base metal coin - a 
contemporary fake! The hoard is believed to 
date from the same time as the Furness 
Hoard, circa 905 AD. 

The hoard reveals the truly international 
nature of Viking society - with coins minted as 
far away as current day Baghdad (Iraq) and 

the Frankish Kingdom (France), across the 
channel. It shows, very clearly, the evidence of 
skilled craftsmanship and — potentially — 
brings to us the name of an unknown king of 
Northumbria (Harthacnut) through one small, 
but very significant coin. 

The Silverdale Hoard is on display at Preston 
Museum until the end of December. 

Feature of the Month

The article on 'Doorways in Kirkby Lonsdale' in 
the Spring edition was well received (it was 
even reprinted in the 'Association of Small 
Historic Towns and Villages' house magazine), 
so we wondered whether a short series of 
articles about other features in the town might 
be of interest. Suggestions from Members 
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would be most welcome. To start things off, 
here are some interesting "Roadside 
Curiosities '. 

�35

1

3

4

4

1

I Boot Scraper (one of 3) on Main St. The metal bar is 
gone. 

2 A wall of 'water shot' stone on i%lain St. the stones 
being set at a slight angle allow water to drip off, keeping 
the wall drier. 

3 The base of a missing Victorian wooden pilaster which 
once framed the window of 'The Bath House' on New Rd.

4 Corner of a wall on Fairbank, whose rounded stones are 
said to have been recovered from the demolished pillar in 
St Church. 

2

1



Aspects of Ingleborough

This course, expertly led by local 
archaeologist Dr DavidJohnson, 
comprised eight evening sessions 
and 4 field trips exploring the entire 
history of the , Ingleborough massif 
(comprising  
Chapel-le-dale, Kingsdale, 
Crummockdale, Ribblesdale, and 
Clapdale) and a total of 23 Members 
took part. It began with an 
understanding of the very complex 
geology, since this underpins much 
of the subsequent human 
exploitation of the area, and went on 
to explore how the area was 
occupied and settled from the 
Mesolithic age, through the Bronze 
Age, Iron Age, Romano- British 
period, and early- and post-mediaeval 
periods. David Johnson's classic tome 
("Ingleborough - Landscape and History" ) is a 
'must-read' for anyone who loves this part of 
the northwest, but the dynamic nature of 
current fieldwork was demonstrated by the 
numerous instances pointed out by the author 
where his 5-year old book is out of date due to 
recent discoveries. He, and the Ingleborough 
Archaeology Group which he chairs, together 
with other groups in and around north Craven 
continue to make major advances in our 
understanding of how, when, and by whom the 
area was occupied during the last 1000 years 
or so, all underpinned by rigorous research, 
excavation, and the use of advanced scientific 
methodology. Our leader really brought the 
past to life, never more so than during the field 
trips to the glorious countryside of the 
Ingleborough massif.

There followed a most professional review and 
recommendations on a proposed development 
The submissions by Kirkby Lonsdale Civic 
Society are  constructive and not in anyway 
NIMBYish

Inclusion of employment land within the site is 
in our view a employment and this will 
diminish the attractiveness dwellings to  
occupiers, screening and an amenity area are 

proposed, in practice there will be little control 
over what businesses in the SW part of the 
site look like. The nearby section of the A65 
already has a number of employment sites, 
and more could be accommodated, and with 
easier access. We believe this is a major 
deficiency of the proposal. 

2) Preventing access to the main part of the 
site from Harling Bank is sensible, as is finding 
a way to eliminate traffic passing QES. With 
such a difficult site, we would also support the 
proposed main vehicle access point near the 
SW corner, but the potential impact on other 
roads must be carefully thought through. 
Some type of traffic management at the A65/
Kendal Road junction will be needed, although 
we have reservations about the desirability of 
a roundabout, and the impact on traffic using 
Dodgson Croft must be considered. Most 
residents of the new site will access the town 
centre this way, and we wonder whether some 
kind of modelling can be done, based on 
existing traffic flows, and taking into account 
the closure of Kendal Rd as a route to the 
town centre for traffic travelling SW along the 
A65, and the likely impact of additional traffic 
from the new development. At the very least a 
safe pedestrian crossing of Dodgson Croft 
may be indicated and perhaps other 
improvements too. We believe that resolving 
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the means of easy, safe entry and exit to the 
site, and managing the knock-on effect on 
traffic flows elsewhere in the town whatever 
solution is proposed, is probably the major 
challenge of this development. 
3) The final design proposals for the dwellings 
must be of a very high quality and we strongly 
support the suggestions about materials, and 
massing, and the need to acknowledge but not 
ape the local vernacular, and so on. There can 
be a range of individual styles, but the whole 
site must be of a piece architecturally, and 
herein lies a problem. With three different 
landowners, and different developers possibly 
making proposals at different times, there 
exists the possibility of an unharmonious, 
disconnected development that looks to have 
grown 'like Topsy'. We feel there is a strong 
case for a strong single vision for the built 
environment on the site, and would like to see 
SLDC finding a way to achieve this, even if 
there is more than one developer involved. 

Vale of Evesham Civic Society Spring 
newsletter opens with a appeal which will 
resonate with all members; a call for new 
blood on the committee.

A really useful initiative is “Evesham Mapped’ 
a community greeted map by Open 
StreetMap. 

Many people use Ordnance Survey or 
Google maps. But OpenStreetMap is a bit 
different. It is a free, community-generated 
map of the world. Volunteers have created 
an online resource which is international, but 
which also reflects local knowledge and 
interests. The map can be quickly adapted to 
meet changing needs, whether it is a local 
footpath blocked by house builders, or an 
international crisis such as the devastating 
earthquake which struck Haiti a few years 
ago.

Why do we need another map of the Vale of 
Evesham? One reason is that place names 
which are used and understood locally often 
do not appear on conventional maps. Local 
names like Badsey Pike, Conker Alley and 
Francis Grave don't appear on other maps. 
Unlike its rivals, OpenStreetMap (OSM) is 
free to use and reproduce. All that is needed 

is a simple credit line. You can view the map 
online at openstreetmap.org. 

As well as a map, OSM is also a geo-
database which includes 'hidden' data that 
doesn't appear in the standard map 
renderings. This is revealed in a new website 
called Evesham Mapped which we have set 
up. One of many layers shows listed buildings 
in the Vale. If you click on one of the buildings, 
more information appears including the 
address. There is also a link to the British 
Listed Buildings website where photographs of 
the building and further information can be 
found. An altogether different layer shows 
'takeaways' and the kind of fast food that they 
sell. 

There are about 50 different layers to view 
covering topics as diverse as shops, 
healthcare, rights of way and red post boxes. 
These are usually superimposed on the 
standard OSM map, but if you wish you can 
also see them on top of historical maps 
instead. See it all at evesham-mapped.org.uk. 

David Way writes about the Conservation 
Management Plan (CMP) — The Abbey and 
Surrounding Area Our efforts to establish 
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formal protection for the historic area of 
Evesham centring on the Abbey ruins and the 
Bell Tower have not gone as well as we had 
hoped. The problem lies in the definition of the 
area which needs to be protected. In 
discussion with Jack Hegarty and Jim Burgin, 
Wychavon's Heritage Manager, the District 
Council claim that the area surrounding the 
Bell Tower and the churchyards are already 
protected. Our feeling is that if we are protect 
the town's historic centre against inappropriate 
development the area needs to be widened to 
include the west side of Abbey Road and 
some believe that the whole area within the 
loop of the river should be included.

David also strikes a chord 
with:

"High cost of fighting to block 
new housing" This headline 
in the Evesham Journal on 
5th March highlights the 
problem faced by 
Wychavon's planners 
whenever a new planning 
application for large scale 
housing is submitted. Some 
are approved without 
debate, but often there are 
valid reasons for refusal. It is 
now almost automatic that if 
an application is refused the 
applicant will launch an 
appeal. The odds are 
weighted against the Council 
because large developers 
often have much greater 
resources than the District 

Council, who always have to be mindful that, 
should they lose the appeal, they have wasted 
taxpayers' money. In the case reported in The 
Journal, Wychavon felt that they had such a 
strong case for refusal that they took the 
planning inspector's decision in favour of the 
developer to the High Court but lost, costing 
the council taxpayer £16,000 in legal fees. 

What is the solution? Should the planners just 
give up and stop trying to do their job? It is our 
view that, if a developer wishes to object to a 
decision, democratically arrived at after due 
consideration of the issues by the planning 
authority and our elected councillors, then the 
developer should bear the cost of the appeal, 
win or lose. This would create a much more 
level playing field. 

Many of the trees in the High Street were 
probably planted more than 100 years ago. 
The 1902 view below is taken from 'Evesham 
and the Neighbourhood' by William Smith. It 
clearly shows recently planted trees. The 2015 
view below shows the tree which was saved 
but rather fewer trees in the High Street than 
there used to be. Colin Tether asks “should 
more be planted?”
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Brown land developments Richard 
Thomson stirs the pot 
So Greg Clark has emerged as the new 
Communities and Local Government 
Secretary. He's the guy, some of you may 
remember, who brought in the National 
Planning Policy Framework in 2012. Straight 
away he has called in the planning application 
seeking to demolish a row of attractive 18th 
and 19th century buildings in the Strand, 
London. So his heart is in the right piace but 
will he be willing to force developers to 
concentrate on the redevelopment of brown 
land for new housing developments in our 
towns and cities7 

Lord Foster's business partner, Spencer de 
Grey, in a report for English Heritage, points 
the finger of blame firmly at developers 
determined to build solely on Greenfield sites. 
Mr de Grey notes that developers would rather 

slap a few hundred acres of concrete on the 
countryside than think rather harder about 
tackling sites ripe for redevelopment with 
imaginative small- scale solutions which can 
resurrect shabby, worn-out sites and add to 
the character of towns so creating better 
environments and some much needed 
vibrancy within them. 

Will you help us all and do this Mr Clarke ?
Civic Society Awards for 2014/5 • 

In the autumn edition-750 years — 
Evesham celebrates the anniversary of the 
Battle of Evesham 

All are agreed that the commemoration of the 
Battle of Evesham over the weekend of 5th/
9th August, with a whole fortnight of talks and 
other events was a great success. It would be 
difficult to give credit to all concerned, but we 
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have to mention Clive Bostle and Sue 
Campbell from the Simon de Montfort Society, 
Antonia, who organised the publicity, and 
Wychavon District Council, which made a 
significant financial contribution. 

 A strong contender for a Civic Society award 
for this year must be the Royal Oak in Vine 
Street. It is now very attractive and has 
certainly brightened up the street scene. David 
Way tells us the food is good too

Street clutter, Litter and the Public Realm 

This has been in the news lately and is 
something the Civic Society has been 
campaigning about for years. Alan Jones 
brought renewed attention to it in the Journal 
recently and Peter Wisbey has intervened on 
behalf of poorly sighted people, making a 
distinction between street clutter and street 
furniture. 

We don't think the issue is so clear cut. Many 
of the traffic signs in our streets are 
unnecessary and could be placed where 
they are not a hazard to pedestrians. We 
have achieved some success in the past in 
getting superfluous posts removed where the 
signs could easily be re-positioned on the 
walls of adjacent buildings. 

The good news is that the Town Council has 
now agreed an anti-litter strategy and a 
Public Realm Strategy. These are the first 
'Wins' from the Town Plan delivery group. 
Emphasis is being put on the local Town 
Councillors to identify where things can be 
improved. So please have a look around and 
let them know! The Town Council has also 
agreed to work on a 'Street Charter' to 
ensure that disabled people, including those 

with sight loss can get around the town without 
being obstructed by poorly placed street 
furniture, 'A' boards etc., and provision for 
those in wheelchairs and mobility scooters is 
properly provided where possible. 

Abbey Road, The Last Field in Evesham — 
The Changes to come 

Little boxes on the hillside, 

Little boxes made of ticky tacky, 

Little boxes on the hillside, 

Little boxes all the same. 

Mid September 2015, through the rays of the 
setting sun a combine harvester works its way 
across the field. In the background a view of 
the Bell Tower, in the foreground, the tractor 
waits to take the crop away. Is this the last 
time that this scene will be observed. Will 
crops be planted again, or next year will we 
see brick walls appear instead of golden 
wheat swaying in the breeze? 

We will recall that once the future of this field 
seemed secure, to remain for ever as open 
space, a special place in the heart of 
Evesham. It is Class 1 agricultural land, 
farmed by the monks in times gone by. There 
is a wonderful view of Clarkes Hill over the 
river where the monks once grew grapes. Not 
many places had such a jewel in the middle of 
the town. 
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Green Belts under Attack — Article by John 
Goodwin 

Dame Fiona Reynold's article for the summer 
issue of CPRE's Countryside Voice magazine 
reminds us that In 1935 Raymond Unwin 
proposed a green girdle around London, this 
led to legislation in 1938 and Patrick 
Abercrombie’s Greater London Plan in 1944 
"embedded the idea of a 10 mile wide Green 
Belt as part of its reconstruction". It was not 
until 1955 when the Green Belt Circular was 
produced and Duncan Sandys introduced it to 
the House of Commons using phrases like 
"wellbeing of our people, preservation of the 
countryside and prevention of unrestricted 
sprawl of great cities". The idea was formally 
endorsed and the Circular recommended 
establishing Green Belts which were desirable 
to check the growth of built up areas, prevent 
the merging of neighbouring towns and 
preserve the special character of a town.

By 1969 there were 14 green belts around 
major cities and in 1995 a new Green Belt, the 
first for 30 years, was proposed and approved 
for Durham. Today they cover 13% of 
England, providing green space and fresh air 
for 30 million people living in or near our cities. 

Green belts have been under attack since 
1983 when Patrick Jenkin's draft circular 

attempted to relax Green Belt controls. There 
have been numerous proposals by successive 
Governments since then because of the need 
for more housing, and the challenges from 
developers. It is hoped that the comments by 
Greg Clark, the Secretary of State for 
Communities and Local Government, will not 
go "further and faster in removing the planning 
barriers" than the National Planning Policy 
Framework he introduced when Planning 
Minister in 2011, to the detriment of our Green 
Belts. 

According to the Department for Communities 
and Local Government statistics based on 
figures pro- vided by individual councils, the 
Green Belt today is nearly 32,000 hectares 
smaller than it was in 2003. 

Nick Boles, the government s planning 
minister in 2014, said that more than 1,500 
square miles (388,000 hectares) of open 

countryside needs to be built on to 
meet housing demand. The new 
build-ing will not include 
construction on green belt land yet 
the CPRE, this spring, revealed the 
present po- sition is that in the 
previous 18 months 69,000 homes 
have been proposed. 

The original concept is even more 
valued now, providing local produce, 
community forests, recreational, 
environmental and ecosystem 
benefits to the areas they serve 
throughout England, something that 
in 1935 Raymond Unwin might not 
have envisaged when considering a 
green girdle around London. 

Our nearest Green Belts are north 
of Worcester, north of Droitwich and 
to the North, west and south of 
Cheltenham, yet despite having no 

Green Belts within the Vale of Evesham they 
are of importance nationally. We do however 
have sites of special scientific interest and 
areas of outstanding natural beauty, but there 
is no specific link between them and they can 
exist independently or on top of Green Belt 
status. 
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When researching the piece it became 
apparent that Strategic Plans by various Local 
Authorities does tend to nibble away at these 
areas when they stand in the way of a bigger 
picture. The term 'Green Belt' is now perceived 
as a "planning designation", as opposed to 
some sort of assessment of the quality and 
biodiversity of the land. As such it poses the 
question — Does it place it at greater risk of 
"further and faster" removal of planning 
barriers? If that is the situation on protected 
areas what protection is there for our local 
"Green Field" sites, they seem wide open for 
planning abuse, especially when there is no 
incentive to develop brown field sites.......but 
that's for another time. 

Where's planning going now? - Article by 
Richard Thomson  
New policy recently announced by the 
government will see automatic planning 
permission granted on brownfield sites in a bid 
to raise the productivity of the economy. 

Fixing the Foundations: Creating a More 
Prosperous Nation was published in July 
following the Summer Budget. It says that the 
UK has been incapable of building the right 
numbers of homes to meet demand, harming 
productivity and restricting market flexibility. 
Sites on the brownfield register introduced in 
the recent housing bill, will be granted 
planning permission in principle. 

This is zoning — already in use in America, 
France and Germany — if you’ve been to 
those countries, you will know that this does 

not always produce the best results. Many of 
these brownfield sites were formerly industrial 
areas often disconnected from vital social 
infrastructure such as schools, hospitals and 
good transport connections and with 
formidable pollution problems requiring 
expensive remediation. You can bet that these 
problems will be swept aside by Westminster 
as we plunge forward into a welter of ill-
considered developments — all in the name of 
progress and — oh yes — market flexibility

Local Plans  
Fixing the Foundations doesn't finish there. 
Tougher action will be taken to ensure that 
local plans are put in place — and where it 
believes that local authorities are falling down 
in this responsibility the government will 
intervene and arrange for local plans to be 
written where necessary. If this is the case the 
Communities Secretary will ensure that this is 
done in consultation with local people. The 
Town and Country Planning Association has 
expressed some concern here: their Chief 
Executive, Kate Henderson points out that 
although the government has continually 
stressed its commitment to the localism 
agenda, 

Local people are increasingly losing the ability 
to have any say in how their communities are 
being deveIoped'. 
And how. Evesham residents have the scars 
to prove that it is so. 

The edition ended with a report on the 
Gloucester and Warwickshire Railway its 

history and exciting future plans 

The track is now only 2 miles from 
Broadway, the station and signal box are 
almost complete, so in 2018 there could be 
a very major link from Cheltenham to 
Broadway via the stations and halts on 
route. Beyond that John thought it unlikely 
to consider the future extensions to 
Honeybourne and thence Stratford on Avon 
because of cost, engineering and land 
negotiations. He felt they needed a period 
of consolidation and with Volunteers help, 
GWR would concentrate on running a good 
heritage line for some time to come. 
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SONNING & SONNING EYE 
SOCIETY’s summer newsletter 
reported on the packed house which 
greeted the illustrated talk given by 
Richard Mayon-White, who had been 
involved with the River Thames Society 
for over 50 years.  From him they learnt 
of the surprising number of nature 
reserves and hidden pathways between 
Oxford and Marlow, including Charvil 

Lakes and Ali’s Pond.  Richard’s 
illustrations also took them further afield 
to little known sites near London – quiet 
islands near Richmond plus hidden 
tributaries or deserted corners near 
Docklands – before heading east to the 
estuary with its stunning scenery and 
wide open marshes, full of native plants 
and visiting birds. His message;  how 
vital it was to conserve the river’s 
wildlife and unspoilt pathways. 

S&SE Chairman, Mike Hart, wrote of 
the exchanges between himself and 
Network Rail/District Council following 
the total clearance of trees and scrub 
from the entire length of Sonning 
Cutting – a situation which was all the 
more devastating as he had thought he 
had persuaded NR in September 2014 
NOT to remove every single tree and 
shrub, but to pollard oaks and coppice 
other species instead, retaining a 
proportion of scrub and cut timber on 
site!  Some Society members raised 
pertinent questions of NR and the 
District Council: “Why no public 
consultation”, “Why was NR allowed to 

carry out such work when residents had 
to apply for permission to fell one tree 
in their garden?”  There was an apology 
for the lack of the former and an 
explanation that NR were permitted to 
carry out vegetation management 
works necessary for the safe running of 
trains. Other ASHTAV members may 
wish to note that the S&SESociety drew 
the District’s attention to S.40 of the 

NERC Act - “every public 
authority must, in 
exercising its functions, 
have regard so far as is 
consistent with the 
proper exercise of those 
functions, to the purpose 
of conserving 
biodiversity”. Questions 
were also asked about 
raised noise levels – 
levels which they were 
told will decrease 
markedly on 
electrification as the 

rolling stock is far quieter plus the scrub 
will be allowed to regrow!   Anxious to 
build a future appreciation of their 
heritage, Mike also repeated details of 
the Society’s search for a local, 
motivated, young person interested in 
attending courses or events that 
highlight the importance of sustainable 
development to whom they would offer 
to provide a modest sponsorship. 

Their Planning/Transport Panel 
reported the changes to English 
Heritage, that part managing its 400+ 
sites led by Kate Mavor, has the task of 
creating a self-financing body within five 
years, whilst the new Historic England 
will encompass research and 
development, the National Monuments 
Record at Swindon and the 
professional advisory service, led as 
before by Its strapline “the public body 
that looks after England’s historic 
environment. We champion historic 
places, helping people understand, 
value and care for them.” The Society’s 
fingers are crossed that it will remain 
well-funded and as able to respond to 
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requests for spot listing, as happened 
at Keeper’s Cottage in Duffield Road!   
Orchard News gave the welcome 
news that most of the trees in the Eye & 
Dunsden Community Orchard had 
survived and were heavy with blossom.  
Three perished in the heavy clay and 
these had been replaced, taking care to 
provide better drainage.  Next winter 
the project will be completed to the 
original design of a hooped pergola, 
planted with apple trees on either side, 
to provide an entrance to the Village 
Green.  Apparently there is much scope 
for more volunteers to become 
involved.   

Hardwick House, Oxfordshire, is to 
be visited in July. If one were to drift 
down the Thames from Pangbourne 
one might catch a fleeting glimpse of 
the mellow, brick Elizabethan manor, 
the southern aspect looking towards the 
river  over water meadows flanked by 
avenues of limes.  To the north are 

steep hills with magnificent beech 
woods. The 16C house retains many 
original features and boasts links with 
Jane Austen’s family, as well as Mr. 
Toad, plus a real tennis court. Their 
Autumn edition reflects upon that visit. 
Sir Julian Rose had run the estate since 
1966 and was one of the first in the 
country to embrace ecological land 
management and organic farming. Over 
refreshments Sir Julian explained that a 

Saxon house with lands extending to 
Wallingford, was owned by Wigod.  At 
the time of the Norman Conquest it was 
given to Robert D’Oyley by William 
Conqueror. The house was named 
Hard Wick (wick or wyke is Celtic for 
spring) from which the family took its 
name and so were called de Herdwyke. 
Early in the 16th century a fine Tudor 
house replaced the Saxon building. The 
Lybbe family purchased the estate in 
1527 and owned it for the following 203 
years. Queen Elizabeth visited 
Hardwick in the mid-1500s and a 
magnificent bedchamber was made 
ready for her. During the Civil War 
Hardwick was a Royalist stronghold, 
bombarded by canon from 
Parliamentarian barges on the river 
causing significant damage to the south 
wing which was then rebuilt. In the early 
19th century parcels of land were sold 
off. The Lybbes rented out the property 
to a British-Canadian banker, Charles 
Day Rose, who finally purchased it in 

1909 shortly after being 
made a Baronet. Sir 
Charles, as well as being 
the Liberal MP for 
Newmarket, had many 
interests. He was a leading 
horse breeder, a 
competitive yachtsman, a 
car and plane enthusiast 
and had a passion for real 
tennis His literary 
community including Henry 
James and Kenneth 
Grahame. Mr Toad is 
based on Charles, a larger 
than life character, known 
for sounding ‘poop poop’ 
on his horn in the local 

area. Hardwick House is almost 
certainly Toad Hall.  An article in the 
Summer edition draws member’s  
attention to an 18thC print depicting 
Sonning Bridge, behind which can be 
seen a tower and house, gabled at one 
end, with a fascinating roofline. Similar 
fleeting views remain to this day, but 
was that house the new one built by 
Thomas Rich who bought the estate in 
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1654? It was noted Berkshire had no 
“prodigy” or grand houses of the Tudor 
and Jacobean periods apart from 
Windsor Castle in the east and Shaw 
House near Newbury (1579-81). More 
of this investigation can be found on the 
Society’s website.   Flooding remains a 
big issue and the society continues to 
support the Sonning Eye Action 
Group’s objection to any proposed 
infilling with inert materials after 
completion of gravel extraction at the 
Lafarge works.  A response to their 
concerns is awaited from Oxfordshire 
CC. 

Transport improvements across the 
area are also being assessed plus the 
Society’s search for suitable cycle racks 
& sites in the village. An Owen in 
Dunsden app was officially launched 
on 17th May, inspired by the work of the 
great WW1 poet who lived in the village 
from 1911-1913. The interactive app 
engages visitors on a fascinating walk 
through some of the places/countryside 
pictured so vividly in his letters. The trail 
was opened by local poet, Martin 
Malone, following the unveiling of a 
plaque at the hall dedicated to Owen’s 
work. The celebrations included 
maypole dancing, live music, picnic, 
fancy dress, games, tea & cakes, and 
was supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and Lord & Lady Phillimore. 

An Old Postbox Watch has been 
launched locally since Kent Police 
recently tweeted a new twist on 
heritage crime – the theft of a Victorian 
postbox at Hartley, near Sevenoaks. 
Members were asked to keep an eye 
on the old postbox which resides in 
Thames Street!  2015 will be the tenth 
year that Heritage Open Days will have 
been celebrated by guided walks 
around the village.  So far almost 500 
people have participated.   A tribute to 
the Society’s President, John Edmonds, 
who had died aged 94, referred to his 
time as a diplomat in Ankara. John went 
on to lead the UK delegation, with the 

personal title of Ambassador, at the 
Strategic Arms
Limitation Treaty talks in Geneva. 
Following retirement in 1981, John 
devoted much of his time to village life;
he was a member of Sonning Parish 
Council for 9 years, including as 
Chairman 1984-90, and was a 
prominent member of the Sonning Fire 
Brigade Trust.  His attention to detail 
and historical knowledge will be sorely 
missed and above all we will miss him 
as a true gentleman of a bygone era.

Stow on the Wold Society newsletter 
reports good progress on the 
preparation of their unique quilt, to be 
presented to their friends in 
Appomattox, which was being made 
under the guidance of Stephanie Venn, 
comprising 130 hexagons in beautiful 
William Morris fabrics.   These were to 
be joined together at a “sewing bee” in 
St. Edward’s Hall on the occasion of the 
Stow Cotswold Festival in early July - a 
fundraiser - donations and pledges of 
£5 per hexagon are to be collected!  
Home-made refreshments will be 
offered at their “American Tea Party” at 
the Hall so lots of volunteers were 
needed.  

The William Smith, Father of English 
Geology, Exhibition will to be found in 
the chancel of Churchill village’s 
medieval church when the Society visit 
later in July.  This Exhibition had been 
planned to mark the 200th anniversary 
of the publication of the first geological 
map of England & Wales by the 
Churchill & Sarsden Heritage Centre, in 
tandem with the Oxford University 
Museum of Natural History.  William 
“Strata” Smith was born in Churchill but 
moved to Manor House, Stow Square, 
where he spent four years with Edward 
Webb, training to be a surveyor. This 
was a most defining time in this career 
and to mark this the Stow Society 
unveiled a commemorative plaque in 
Summer 2009.    The Society has now 
organised a popular theatre trip to The 
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Everyman in Cheltenham, attended by 
24 of their members, some 14 enjoying 
a meal together afterwards. The 
possibility of visits to theatres at 
Malvern and Chipping Norton are to be 
investigated. At this point I stopped to 
browse the Society’s Spring magazine 
and found a wonderful article on the life 
and achievements of Lord Nuffield.  Do 
visit the Stow website and read it all for 
yourselves, but for now I will just 
include the last two paragraphs 
“Despite his wealth he lived a frugal 
lifestyle, preferring not to mix with high 
society in London. Nuffield Place near 
Wallingford, was purchased, a 
comfortable, though not palatial, 
Lutyens style house. He drove the 
same Wolseley car for many years.  
Opposite the house is Huntercombe 
Golf Club and legend has it that he was 
refused membership as a “tradesman”, 
so he bought the club! He died in 1963, 
aged 85 and having no heirs stipulated 
that his house remain intact and 
opened  sporadically to the public.  It 
recently passed to the National Trust 
and remains as a time-warp of the 
1930’s.  It is a fitting reminder of this 
modest, unassuming man, who was 
one of Britain’s greatest benefactors, in 
his lifetime having donated £30m, 
equivalent to over £700m in today’s 
money, towards medical research and 
hospitals”.   A visit to Wychwood 
Brewery near Witney was enjoyed by 
many, following a recent talk by Martin 
Way entitled “Barley Beer & Barrels” in 
which he explained the ‘mystery of 
brewing’. On the 2nd October the 
Society are to mark the 800th 
anniversary of the Great Charter with 
local historian, journalist and society 
member, Derek Taylor, fresh from the 
publication of his book “Magna Carta in 
20 Places”. 

At the AGM 2015 their Chairman, Nigel 
Surman, was able to report on a most 
successful year and welcomed their 
new Treasurerl. All members of the 
Executive had agreed to stand again, 
plus two new members whose skills 

and knowledge would add considerably 
to the success of the Society. A lecture 
by Brian Jayncey a guide to the history 
of Madresfield (seen in the photo 
below) showed the house to be unusual 

on several counts. Despite dating back 
to the 12th Century, it has remained in 
the possession of the same family 
throughout;  it has never been sold; has 
no dungeon or ghosts and Elizabeth I 
never slept there!  However, it would 
have seen knights in armour depart for 
the Crusades.  It was constructed 
around a large courtyard, surrounded 
by a large moat, with stewponds for fish 
and a large pigeon loft. Two acres of 
gardens and 4,700 acres of land 
completed the original estate, of which 
4,000 acres remain. (The Royal 
Princesses were to retreat to 
Madresfield in the event of an invasion 
during WW2). The fortunes of the family 
fluctuated over the years, but William 
Jennings was a very rich owner in the 

�46



17th C and when he died at 97 his will 
specified that his money would go to his 
mother!  Many people claimed 
inheritance rights and eventually his 
estate was split into thirds, still a 
considerable sum, one part going to 
Madresfield.  Later, Lady Kathleen 
Devon played a large part in the history 
of the house.  She had 10 children, 
including 4 boys who served with the 
Duke of Wellington.  After the French 
defeat, their economy was in a 
disastrous state and she was able to 
travel to Paris and purchase the 
contents of French chateaux whose 
owners were impoverished. Shipping 
the furniture was no easy task. Items 
were transported up the River Severn 
to Bristol, and a road built to transport 
the them for the last mile to the house.  
Much came from Versailles and is now 
very valuable. The long gallery was 
added later to permit the family to 
exercise during cold weather and 
contains a Dutch cradle of 1620.  It 
could be covered with a net to keep 
cats out-the original cat’s cradle?  
Detailed “Lygon history” follows, the 8th 
Earl, William, bringing shame on the 
family due to his homosexuality. 

Edward Elgar visited the house as his 
father was a piano tuner. Concerts were 
held there and many of Elgar’s 
manuscripts are to be found in the 

Library. Later the Society visited the 
property and found the interior spell-
binding – magnificent fireplaces, 
paintings and portraits, plus the 
beautiful balustrade with twisted glass 
balusters in the amazing staircase and 
hall, one runs out of superlatives!  
Lunch was enjoyed at Worcester 
Cathedral, in which can be found the 
tomb of King John which made it a 
particularly pertinent time to visit. 

The statue on the tomb is the only 
known representation of this monarch.  
A guided tour took members down into 
the extensive Norman crypt, ancient 
cloisters, chapter house and the choir 
stalls where the first performance of 
Elgar’s Enigma Variations was held at 
the Three Choirs Festival in 1899. The 
cathedral is also notable for its ring of 
15 bells, tuned so that peals can be 
rung in either a major or minor key. The 
final part of the visit involved climbing 
235 steps to the top of the tower from 
where we were treated to a wonderful 
explanation of the action in the battle of 
Worcester in 1651 by their tour guide 
Howard Robinson, from a small viewing 
platform enabling a complete 
panoramic view of the city and the 
rivers Severn and Teme.
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The Cookham Society newsletter 
features their campaign to make The 
Poundfield a local green space and 
calls on people to sign up to the 
Borough’s on-line survey – detailed 
information follows on scrolling and 
clicking one’s way through the Council’s 
website!  Despite the Society’s efforts 
back in 2001, the Court of Appeal ruled 
that it could not be included in the 
Green Belt, but it was included within 
the adjacent Conservation Area.   It is 
now felt that the NPPF, providing as it 
does for the designation of Local Green 
Spaces, may protect it from 
development in much the same way as 
the Green Belt.  The Royal Borough 
has suggested it could be one such 
place, being in close proximity to the 
community; special to them; of 
particular local significance due to its 
beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value, tranquillity or 
richness of wildlife, local in character 
and not extensive tracts of land. 
Electrification of the Cookham branch 
line now appears to be in doubt, due to 
the short length of the branch platforms 
which will not accommodate the new 
electric rolling stock.   As a result it is 

thought diesel units will have to be 
retained if the lines are to be kept open. 

The Society’s success in achieving 
major improvements to the National 
Trust car park on Cookham Moor, was 
also recorded. Heavily used by local 
residents, parents of children attending 
Holy Trinity School, visitors to the 
village’s pubs and shops and tourists 
generally, in wet weather there were 
occasions when the puddles were more 
extensive than the isolated patches of 
dry land. Their suggestion “that it fell 
within the criteria of funding from 
Section 106 developer contributions” 
was accepted and the only regret is the 
installation of a utilitarian kerb which is 
not considered suitable for a rural area. 
The Society’s Chair of Planning, David 
Ashwanden, has grave concern at the 
apparent lack of co-ordination amongst 
the authorities concerned with fluvial 
flooding. “Some local applications 
have been refused due to their conflict 
with the Environment Agency’s 
guidelines, whilst others have been 
approved, despite being apparently 
non-conformist.  It is thought the EA 
also take an overly prescriptive 
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approach towards evacuation, which 
ignores the amount of warning 
available; that Cookham Village is a 
‘dry island’; plus the short length of the 
Pound which floods in the worst 
conditions”.  Delays to the Borough 
Local Plan, a consultation anticipated 
in the summer, has been put back to 
November. However, it is feared it may 
be postponed yet again. Whilst not 
entirely the fault of the Borough, 
successive Governments had created a 
byzantine process, subject to endless 
tinkering, all of which has resulted in a 
large amount of unnecessary work by 
local planning authorities makes their 
ability to solve the housing crisis recede 
further into the future. Members were 
urged to keep an eye on the Borough 
website. However, Bridleway 19 and 
the Borough’s proposal to surface it 
with crushed limestone had caused 
vociferous objections from both the 
riding and rambling communities.  
Crushed limestone was not even the 
preferred option of the landowner and 
farmer as it was thought it would 
urbanise that part of the local 
landscape, recorded in one of Sir 
Stanley Spencer’s best-known 
paintings. The Borough’s decision to 
proceed at significant cost was 
deplored by the Society, despite their 
having put three other alternatives to 
them which could have significantly 
reduced costs. 

Two Life Memberships were awarded 
to Jim Peck and Bill Spicer, 
respectively, the former Treasurer and 
Hon.Secretary & Membership Secretary 
to the Society over many years. Kirsty 
Ward, a graduate of London University, 
had offered her services as Secretary 
(x2), an offer that was warmly 
welcomed – she and her husband 
Jonathan having moved to their new 
home in the centre of the village in the 
previous year. 

A new outbuilding at The Crown had 
not found favour. The application would 
cause the loss of five parking spaces 

and exacerbate parking difficulties in 
the area. The proposal’s design was 
also criticised as this did not conform to 
the guidance contained in their Village 
Design Statement.

All Over the Town, the magazine of 
the Lyme Regis Society always 
contains detailed histories of people 
and places but opens with a report from 
their Chairman, Chris Savory, and is 
followed by a short report on the West 
Dorset Local Plan. The Society 
intends to comment further and would 
welcome comments on the on the Main 
Modifications document from members. 
The Society had some understandable 
concern about the implication of 
housing development along the Lyme 
Regis borders. Concern had also been 
expressed for the future of Poulett Hall 
which was latterly covered with 
scaffolding whilst the Alexandria Hotel 
had requested a change of use for the 
Hall.  Maurice Liddiard’s article then 
traces the history of the Mayorial 
Maces of Lyme Regis – the so-called 
“Ancient Mace” is 46 cm long with silver 
casing along its length and its head is 
shaped like a seed vessel of a poppy 
with ornate silver and gilt decoration. 
Inset is a silver disc bearing the Royal 
Coat of Arms of the Stuart sovereigns, 
which would date it from between 1603 
1625.  However in 1886 it was loaned 
by the Borough Council to the Society 
of Antiquaries of London for a major 
exhibition.  A full description was given 
in the Proceedings in which they 
proposed the Mace dated from 1530.  
In 1559 Queen Elizabeth renewed the 
Town’s Charter, which included the right 
to appoint two Sergeants of Mace.  It is 
thought one original mace was lost and 
five hundred years of ceremonial use 
have worn away some of the original 
detail on the one remaining. It is one of 
the oldest in the country. Two faces of 
the original Mace bore the Coat of Arms 
of the Fane family. The tradition of it 
being carried by the Mayor may well 
have started in 1757 when the town 
was presented with two new silver 
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maces. The later silver Maces are 83cm 
long and are carried at the head of 
mayoral processions. They were 
commissioned by Thomas Fane to 
celebrate the appointment of his son, 
John, as Mayor.  Thomas had himself 
been Mayor in 1755 and in 1759 was 
one of the town’s two MPs. In 1762 he 
resigned to take up the title of Earl of 
Westmorland, with John Fane 
immediately following his father as MP.  
A significant force in English politics, 
over fifty family members were elected 
as MPs. For almost a century, before 
the 1832 Reform Act, the two MPs for 
Lyme Regis were always members of 
the Fane family, even though they 
never owned property locally – this was 
achieved through domination of the 
Borough Council and of those entitled 
to vote. They were descendants of Ivon 
Vane, a Welsh Landowner and 
mercenary captain in the service of the 
Black Prince. He was one of three 
captains who captured King John II of 
France at the Battle of Poitiers in 1356 - 
King John lay down his gauntlet. When 
John Fane was knighted and granted a 
Coat of Arms it comprised three 
gauntlets.  His share in the ransom 
monies took the French people eight 
years to raise. Another history was 
compiled by Thomas W. Goodhue who 
wrote of “The Other Anning House”, 
Mary Anning’s first home is today the 
site of the Lyme Regis Museum which 
bears witness and celebrates her fossil-
hunting career. She was born in a 
cottage that her family sub-leased in 
the none-too-fashionable Cockmoil 
Square. It was a convenient place for 
her father, Richard’s, carpentry and 
cabinet-making shop – and for the little 
table where he displayed the 
“curiosities” he found and sold to 
tourists who visited Lyme.  After 
Richard’s death in 1810 the family 
continued to excavate increasingly 
impressive fossils from layers of rock. 
The waves and rain that uncovered 
relics of the past, also threatened the 
Annings as they scrambled up 
crumbling cliffs - and as they slept in 

their beds. On November 22nd  Lyme 
was hit by its worst storm in 500 years. 
At least four dozen houses and 
businesses were seriously damaged, 
including the Anning home, whose first 
floor was washed away. The damage to 
the Cobb was so extensive that it was 
not repaired until 1826, leaving the 
town - and particularly those who lived 
on Gun Cliff – dangerously exposed. 
With the sale of major finds such as 
Plesiosaurus, which touched off the first 
dinosaur craze before the word 
“dinosaur” was coined, it must have 
seemed to the Annings to be a good 
time to move. They purchased a house 
on Upper Broad Street in 1826. Mary 
and her mother lived in the back and 
turned the front into a shop. A sign 
painted on white board over the 
doorway announced “Anning’s Fossil 
Depot”. The Sherborne Mercury of 22 
July 1826 reported that she had 
removed to Broad Street where it will 
always prove a source of attraction 
adding “currently a splendid specimen 
of an Ichthyosaurus tenuirostris is on 
display”. Their move to the “Top of the 
Town” signified a rise in social status. 
Not far downhill was the Lion Hotel 
where many of her customers stayed 
whilst in Lyme, renamed the Royal Lion 
after the future ruler, Edward VII, spent 
a night there in 1856. Local children 
visited frequently, their pocket money 
being spent on little Ammonites which 
Miss Anning washed and burnished till 
they shone like metal. It was recorded 
that “she served them with the sweetest 
temper…never finding them too 
troublesome as they searched her trays 
of curiosities, a few pence only spent. 
She must have been poor, her little 
shop scantily furnished and her dress of 
the very plainest.  Thin, with a high 
forehead and large eyes, she seemed 
to have a kindly consideration for her 
little customers”. After her mother’s 
death in 1842 at the age of 78, Mary 
lived alone, tending the Fossil Depot. In 
1844 she received King Frederick 
Augustus of Saxony who visited Lyme 
with his doctor, Carl Gustav Carus, a 
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biologist who played a small part in 
advancing the idea that ancient species 
evolved into modern ones and was 
claimed by Darwin as a precursor. The 

King was buying fossils for his natural 
history collection in Dresden and Carus 
thought the £15 Mary was asking for a 
6’0” skeleton of a baby ichthyosaur to 
be quite reasonable, but he did not 
purchase it. The King did, however, ask 
for her autograph. Signing her name 
she said, accurately if immodestly “I am 
well known throughout the whole of 
Europe”. On May 11th, 1844, a terrible 
blaze swept through fire-prone Lyme 

which, like the Great Fire of London, 
began in a bakery and took hours to 
bring under control. Fifty families lost 
their homes and the thatched roof of 
Mary’s home and shop had to be 
drenched to extinguish flames. Mary 
herself died in 1847 and a small plaque 
at 28 Broad Street marks the site of the 
former Fossil Depot.

 A discussion, led by Peter Coe on The 
Conservation of Seaside Towns was 
informed by the research he was 
undertaking at the Institute of 
Archaeology at London University 
College. Core to the discussion were 
the English Heritage Conservation 
Principles, Policies & Guidance. He 
shared some his findings in which he 
had compared Lyme Regis with other 
seaside towns, During the last 500 
years seaside towns have often been 
less affluent which meant there was 
potential for much older buildings to be 
encased within later facades. The 
group were positive about the manner 
in which local amenity groups could 
work together to ensure the 
identification and recording of Lyme’s 
past and photographs of renovations 
illustrate the article. Lyme through the 
Year was the title of a delightful hour 
spent viewing Peter Wiles photographic 
record of the town. An informative 
evening for those who aspire to better 
record the scenes around them. 
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The Marine Life of Lyme Bay was the 
title of a lecture given by Dr. Rachel 
Davies, Conservation Science 
Manager for MARINElife, on her 
research, in particular surveys of 
cetaceans and sea birds. The 
organisation’s main role is to gather 
information on the marine ecosystem to 
formulate conservation policy for the 
marine environment and its wildlife. A 
small charity, ingenuity has made it 
successful in undertaking important 
work on a limited budget. Marine off-
shore research is so expensive it can 
only be afforded by government 
agencies or well-endowed scientific 
organisations. The charity avoided one 
of the most significant costs by 
developing excellent working 
relationships with commercial shipping 
companies. These allow the charity to 
place trained volunteer observers on 
the vessels where they record any 
cetaceans and seabirds spotted during 
passage along the ships’ standard sea 
routes crossing the Channel, the Bay of 
Biscay and North Sea. Seventeen ferry 
routes are covered each month with a 
pool of approximately 300 volunteer 
observers to share the workload. There 
are also dedicated inshore boats in 
Lyme Bay. Month on month they build 
up a picture of the distribution/
abundance of various species, back to 
1995. The bottle-nosed dolphin, 4m 
long, is seen regularly in Lyme Bay and 
photographic records of dorsal fins is 
used for recognition. One has been 
spotted 13 times since 2010 from 
Swanage to Falmouth. Pods of 15 to 50 
short-beaked dolphins have been 
sighted in Lyme Bay and in November 
2014 around 150 animals, including 
calves were recorded. 
THE BUCKINGHAM SOCIETY AGM 
was addressed by Tony Burton, Civic 
Voice Executive Chairman, who 
emphasised the importance of the civic 
movement in making places more 
distinctive, promoting civic pride and 
encouraging participation in the 
planning process. Whilst stressing the 
importance of campaigning, he shared 

many ideas to be used on Civic Day 
and HODS.  He noted that Buckingham 
was one of only 20 towns to be chosen 
to receive financial support in setting up 
a Neighbourhood Plan and by good 
fortune the newly appointed Town Plan 
Officer was amongst the audience.  On 
Planning both the Society and Town 
Council are concerned that so many 
changes have been nodded through on 
the Benthill development with the result 
that it is “cut off” by the bypass. 
Likewise at Bridge Street, many minor 
changes have collectively created 
substantial change, a process to be 
monitored in future applications. There 
is news of a new book entitled “The 
Manor House”, written by Rodney 
Shirley & Ed Grimsdale, now on sale at 
The Gaol.  Ted Farmer, who heads the 
Green Spaces Committee refers to the 
sound of chain saws heard from the 
direction of Maids Moreton Avenue.  
Was it the long awaited restoration of 
public access to the enclosed section 
adjacent to the school?  Not so, it was 
the removal of the casualties caused by 
the stormy interludes of last summer.  
In full leaf, some trees had fallen into 
the river and required prompt removal 
before the next deluge of torrential rain.  

On the Planning front it is thought 
Buckingham must be a hive of 
economic activity if housing 
developments are its measure.  The 
Candleford Close development on the 
White Hart car park is now completed, 
to be followed closely by 700+ houses 
on Lace Hill opposite Tesco, whilst 
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further development on Moreton Road 
proceeds to Appeal and the Society’s 
Objection is in preparation.  
Additionally, members await the 
“exciting” schemes based on Ford 
Meadow, a site adjacent to Bridge 
Street AND Well Street.  Add the mix of 
smaller speculators wishing to increase 

capacity in their homes with garage and 
loft conversions, and there is plenty of 
work for the Planning SIG!  On the 
Transport front Geoff Shaw led 
protests at changes to the local bus 
services.  Some success was achieved, 
but as Arriva pointed out, the buses are 
too large to enter the new estate (as 
happened at Lace Hill) resulting in a 
single stop on the main road.  Thus 
problems remain for many residents in 
outlying villages and town estates.   A 
“Destination Buckingham” group had 
been formed. David Peevers reported 
on the “Welcome to Buckingham” maps 
now available at Waitrose, Cornwall 
Meadows and High Street bus stand.   
John Wilkins reported on the first 
stage of the town’s Neighbourhood 
Plan – the Sustainability Appraisal 
Scoping Report.  Their AGM is to focus 
on this important document.  The 
Society had contributed a substantial 
written response to the draft and 
reported that the final Plan will be 
subject to a local referendum, possibly 
in the latter part of 2013. The bid by 
ASDA to use the now empty Focus site 
had included a Consultation with 
representatives of both the Town 
Council and Buckingham Society to 
discuss their draft plans.  E-mail 
addresses please is the plea from Gill 

Jones, to enable the Society to save 
money, given the rising costs of 
postage.   

THE COOKHAM SOCIETY newsletter 
is a-buzz with planning matters, 
whether it be the siting of two new 
schools, 700 homes and new sports 
field at Long Lane or the shock of 
learning that regardless of Planning 
Policy (RBWM Local Plan, Policy GB2) 
“Permission will not be given .. within 
the Green Belt if the proposal will harm 
residential amenities in the locality”, its 
terms were not enough to stop a small 
patch of land between two houses on 
Winter Hill Road being developed as a 
Chicken Breeding Unit!  As one Parish 
Councillor remarked-so much for 
neighbourhood planning!   

A Freedom of Information request is 
reported by Tom Denniford, Society 
Chairman, on The Causeway - the 
Borough having rejected the 300 
signature Petition presented to them 
earlier.  From the FOI it appeared the 
Royal Borough was initially ignorant of 
its responsibilities, despite it having 
been a public highway since the 1920s. 
Recent inspection of the roadway by 
members disclosed that due to the 
failure to maintain, the verge 
encroached majorly, meaning the 
carriageway was in reality much wider 
than presently appeared - a finding 
which negates much of the so-called 
Risk Assessment undertaken, based as 
it was on inaccurate data.   The 
Society’s investigation will continue. 
The Cookham VDS, an ongoing 
project led by Vice Chairman, Shez 
Courtnay-Smith, clarifies standards for 
all new development and soon to be the 
subject of a public consultation. The 
John Lewis Partnership’s new 
Heritage Centre at Grove Farm is 
welcome news as it is felt this will 
transform that site whilst providing a 
home for the company’s extensive 
business and textile archive – all 
available by appointment to be viewed 
by designers, researchers, students 
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and local groups.  Bill Spicer, Society 
Secretary, had stern things to say on 
the frailty of the Executive Committee to 
meet the challenges ahead, particularly 
given a record membership of over 
1,600.  He felt it unrealistic to continue 
in this manner, with a stream of 
Borough Initiatives in the next few 
months, plus the Local Plan and 
forthcoming Neighbourhood Plan 
requiring input.   Members were urged 
to consider standing for a period of two/
three years - even that would make a 
huge difference to their ability to get 
things done………………..move on a 
few months and ………….. the Autumn 
Newsletter welcomes EIGHT new 
Committee members, with 
photographs/brief introductions!  Well 
done Cookham! Two photographs are 
shown of a development in Dean Lane 
which, in the opinion of David 
Ashwarden indicate failings on the part 
of the Borough Council to take account 
of its proximity to the Conservation Area 
opposite.  Their Planning Group had 
suggested use should be made of 
visual imaging design tools. These 
could place proposals within their 
existing setting, giving a far better 
impression of the final impact. 

THE CORSHAM CIVIC SOCIETY’s 
magazine referred to the 269 people to 
have enjoyed HODs. The town walks 
led by Dr.Harte, had enabled many to 
view the interior of the Mansion House, 
now owned by Wiltshire Council, built 
on two acres of land which cost £100 in 
1720. Before entering, visitors noticed 
graffiti on the stone surround of the 
front door, recording heights of its first 
inhabitants!  Completed in 1723 it was 
home to three generations of clothiers, 
the Neale dynasty - confusingly led by 
three successive Robert Neales and 
two Elizabeth Neales – a mother and 
daughter.  The third Robert Neale was 
born in Corsham in 1730. Like his 
grandfather, he died in his late thirties, 
in 1774. His father lived a further two 
years, dying aged 70 in 1776.  It is 
Robert Neale the third whose height is 

recorded at 4’3” aged 10 in 1746 and 
5’3” in 1751 aged 15, alongside other 
children, many of whom died in infancy.  
However, the elder of the third Robert 
Neale’s daughters, Grace Elizabeth, 
fatherless at 3, was baptised at St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, and 
became Lady-in-Waiting to Queen 
Charlotte and companion to Princess 
Amelia.  She married Admiral Sir Harry 
Burnard in 1795, who promptly 
changed his name to Neale!  An obelisk 
erected in his memory by Queen 
Adelaide in 1840, overlooks the Solent. 
Lady Neale lived in great style in 
Blackheath until 1855.  The popularity 
of two visits to Rudloe Stone Works 
was a surprise to organisers as was the 
product range displayed by Paul and 
Jenny Baker.  In twenty years it grew 
from fireplaces to flag stones, mullion 
windows, sills through to garden 
ornaments and a comprehensive fitting 
service on coal, gas, or electric fires. 
For bespoke stone commissions, large 
blocks were obtained from local 
quarries.  Any waste is crushed, from 
which cast products are made. Initial 
design, creating wooden masters, 
rubber moulds (in which the stone dust, 
cement and aggregate is placed prior to 
removal to the vibrating table for 
release of air bubbles) to entering a 
temperature control chamber where 
exothermic reaction takes place - curing 
items overnight all happens at Rudloe. 
The company continues to diversify, 
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recently into woodland management 
and wood stores with galvanized feet to 
prevent rotting. Recently acquired 
Tetbury Stone with its stone lathe in 
need of restoration. Perhaps enabling 
them to produce stone balustrades.  

An article on Hartham looks to future 
HODS, Hartham being a private chapel 
built in 1862 by the Poynder family.  
They had originated in south London as 
lime-burners in the late 18thC, 
becoming enormously rich in the early 
19thC as builders in a rapidly expanding 
metropolis.  When Thomas died in 1837 
probate was valued at £370,000, one of 
the biggest fortunes at that time – 
taxes/death duties yet to be invented.  
The distinguished Philip Hardwick was 
commissioned, who also designed 
Goldsmiths’ Hall and Euston Arch, the 
latter sadly demolished in 1962. The 
Chapel acoustics are outstanding, it 
being a chosen venue for recitals 
during the Corsham Festival. The 
Celebration of the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee of 1837-1887 follows, which 
included a very detailed list of all the 
consumables – 72 joints of meat 
weighing 1,319-lbs and 123 plum 
puddings weighing 500-lbs!  Various 
races followed the feast,  a 3-legged, 
sack, wheelbarrow, donkey, high and 
long jump not to mention the one and 
two mile cycle races. Pickwick also 
features, 2012 being the 200th 
anniversary of Charles Dickens’ birth, 
that area of Corsham having 
connections to “coaching”, the Hare & 
Hounds (nine miles from Bath) being 
the place where a new team of horses 
were needed following their long climb 
from Box to Rudloe. Corsham 
Datestones, a talk by Dr. Negley Harte, 
took his audience on a tour of the town, 
he having noted many homes displayed 
a vernacular tradition of sculpture. The 
town so well-endowed he plans a book 
to celebrate the Society’s 50th 
Anniversary. Peter Thoday – well 
known for his television programmes on 
gardens spoke of “Eleven thousand 
years of self-sufficiency: the story of 

cultivation” whilst The Queen’s Jubilee 
was celebrated with a fete and many 
street parties.

LICHFIELD CIVIC SOCIETY report on 
the significance of three city 
organisations, Beacon Street Area 
Residents Association, Friends of 
Lichfield Historic Parks and themselves, 
writing separate and detailed comments 
of their concerns at the management of 
the recent Parks Project.  All wish to 
ensure future projects are better 
managed. A project review coupled with 
an action plan detailing how remedial 
work will be carried out is welcomed. 
The installation of inappropriate railings 
at Minster Pool and the justification 
used to defend the situation a primary 
concern; the Report from RoSPA is 
awaited. 

A Draft Transport Strategy gave many 
good reasons for a lively discussion 
with questions raised at the absence of 
any reference to the possible reopening 
of the Lichfield/Walsall rail line and 
reintroduction of passenger services 
between Lichfield and Burton to serve 
the National Memorial Arboretum. 
Officers maintained they were 
concentrating on short term achievable 
issues! The challenge “it was a 
developer led strategy” was answered 
in that delivery of the Local Plan 
provided the opportunity to secure 
investment in highways and additional 
capacity was required to deliver 
regeneration, shopping and prosperity. 
Folk were left uncertain about the ability 
of a computerised Urban Traffic Control 
system on Birmingham Road following 
completion of the Friarsgate 
development to resolve congestion, 
leave alone prevent it. 
The Draft Core Strategy received a 
detailed response, requesting a car 
parking strategy, timely delivery of 
infrastructure whilst questioning 
whether the “Southern Bypass” should 
be abandoned, with alternative existing 
routes utilised for local traffic. 
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Friars Gate Development Exhibition 
was attended by Executive Members - 
the changes in the retail market over 
the past 18 months said to be the 
reason for this third set of proposals. 
The high-rise hotel had been removed, 
the multi-screen cinema relocated, as 
had the main open space, thereby 
achieving a better relationship with 
Castle Dyke and the Garrick.  The 
anchor store is retained, but a greater 
range of retail units included with a 
dining/leisure hub around the cinema. 
Car parking was also improved, 
reducing excavation required and 
providing 713 spaces within a better 
layout, the upper level having easy 
access to the main shopping area. 
Sadly there were no improvements to 
the "public transport interchange" - the 
provision for a bus station remaining 
weak, perhaps worsened since bus 
movements/usage had grown from the 
time of original plans. It’s capacity and 
usability remains highly questionable. 
Separate provision for city centre coach 
parking appears unresolved after nearly 
6 years. It is mentioned as a “short term 
project” in the Transport Strategy, but 
securing its delivery within 3 years, is 
imperative if Lichfield is to retain its 
"Coach Friendly Award" status. Travel 
Information for Visitors formed the 
basis of an informal report from 
Transport 2000 five years ago, reported 
to City Forum in 2009 and updated 
October 2011 yet no single guide as to 
the destinations of buses is available, 
nor map to assist in selecting the best 
route. At last, the District Council has 
installed a new Tourist Information 
Board at the bus station and will shortly 
provide travel information.  Arriva are 
also to provide display panels with 
route information, progress has been 
made at last. The Local Plan’s 
methodology was questioned by the 
Society, as it has long sought the 
adoption of a long term vision, believing 
there is an alternative framework for a 
sustainable pattern of development for 
the future. A Panel recommendation in 
2009 for a comprehensive study had 

not been undertaken nor explanation 
given as to why a study was considered 
unnecessary.  Funding for works at 
Stowe Pool is to be explored and how 
lessons have been learnt so damage to 
the local environment will be avoided. 
The condition of the Sandfields 
Pumping Station gives cause for 
concern and assurances were sought 
for a lasting solution to ensure the 
retention and integrity of buildings and 
beam engine.  Bus Shelters across the 
city are being surveyed by the Society, 
triggered by concern that few have 
seats whilst locations do not 
correspond with areas of greatest 
usage. The Erasmus Darwin Plaque 
(commemorating the vision of the late 
John Sanders in establishing the 
Darwin Walk and design of the 
impressive Darwin statue in Cathedral 
Walk) was commissioned by the 
Society at a cost of £430 and 
Mr.Stephen George, Chairman of The 
Darwin Walk, had written to thank the 
Society for their generosity. 

Consideration of a 1910 Air Memorial 
Plaque is to continue following the 
refusal by England Heritage of listed 
building consent on the grounds of 
clutter, it being felt it was a sufficiently 
important event that should be 
commemorated. Subject to agreement 
of the owner of the George Hotel it was 
resolved to appeal. Members were 
reminded that in 1986 a Bull’s Head 
mosaic was saved from a demolition in 
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Tamworth Street and restored with the 
aid of a grant from the Swinfen Braun 
Trust - a year later to be placed on 
public display in the old Friary School, 
now Lichfield Library. 

NEWENT CIVIC SOCIETY’s Chairman 
assured members of the Society’s vigilance 
when considering planning applications. In 
partnership with the Town Council they had 
responded to the District’s Allocations 
Development Plan, such proposals to be 
subject to public scrutiny. A priority is the 
production of a Local Development Plan for 
the town and discussions are underway with 
adjacent Parish Councils – a task that will 
involve months of research and discussion - 
the Town Council having pledged its support.  
The removal of a tree without prior consent 
was brought to the District’s attention plus 
concerns regarding road traffic and safety 
should development proceed at Culver Street, 
whilst more development behind Church 
Street could have severe impacts on Newent’s 
antiquated drainage system. Severn Trent 
Water expressed similar concerns. “The 
Forester”  their local paper –worryingly 
reports that a major row is looming - Newent 
having been told to expand because housing 
schemes for other Forest towns have hit a 
brick wall!  Government Inspector, Christine 
Newmarch, maintained that as major housing 
developments at Cinderford and Lydney had 
no realistic prospect of being built in the next 
five years the developer should be allowed to 
build on Newent’s green fields, targeted 
because they are easier and more profitable 
than more industrial areas of the Forest. The 

Society is urging the District to consider 
judicial review and believe it a sign of things to 
come as the Government relaxes planning 
regulations. The land, off Foley Road, is 
outside the development area but it was 
argued 120 homes should be allowed because 
the District Council was being unrealistic as to 
where the 2,189 new homes needed for the 
Dean over the next five years could be built. A 
Second Appeal concerning a Traveller Site 
was attended by all Committee members who 
supported the District’s decision not to allow 
the continued use of the site in Southend 
Lane, which lies outside the development 
boundary is to continue into January 2013. 
The Town Centre Improvements were 
nearing completion, a new bus shelter and 
coloured granite surfacing adjacent to the 
Market House outstanding.  The final stage 
will see improvements to the pavements in 
Church Street. Car Parking Charges remain 
a concern but following concerted lobbying 
these were suspended on selected days for a 
few weekends prior to Christmas. The 
Christmas Tree Festival was again 
supported by the Society and understood to 
have been a financial success, raising £1,200 
for St.Mary’s refurbishment.  Civic Day, June 
2013 is to be marked with a display beneath 
the Market House; plus a survey of local 
resident’s views and guided history walks. 
Barrie Wellington and the Town Council 
scooped a well-deserved Commended/
Certificate of Merit for their efforts at Broadford 
Arboretum in the Royal Forestry Society 
Excellence in Forestry Awards in July 2012. 
New Signboard Fascias of The Crusty Loaf 
and New Start Cat Rescue were welcomed, in 
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keeping with the traditional look of Newent’s 
townscape. The 26th AGM was conducted with 
traditional swiftness, with the committee re-
elected en bloc and finances in a healthy 
state.  Tim Bird, Gloucestershire Highways 
Arborculturist then enthused at the good 
health and variety of trees he discovered 
whilst on a whistle-stop tour of their lake and 
arboretum plantings.   He arrived with carrier 
bags stuffed with leaves and twigs he had 
collected, so the session turned into a quiz as 
members attempted identification and posed 
questions.  Tim recommended the Oxford 
Book of Trees and having noted a London 
Plane near the lake, reminded that their habit 
of shedding bark allowed the tree to eliminate 
toxins, hence their survival in London. There 
was surprise on hearing of a tulip tree also 
near the lake, and goat/pussy willow – early 
flowering and attractive to bees – the 
American Indians having discovered the value 
of the salycylic acid, aspirin, in its bark. Tim 
reported that Cheltenham had 7,500 urban 
trees, compared to only 2,500 in Gloucester, 
and tree safety and amenity concerns formed 
part of his remit. Buried Treasure is being 
sort by Ginny James to fill a “Cabinet of 
Curiosities”. Objects of archaeological or 
historic interest found in local gardens are 
requested. Tavasham, the development of 
which was explained at the Ashtav AGM is 
explained and their members encouraged to 
visit Ashtav’s website and click “on-line game”.

SHERINGHAM & DISTRICT SOCIETY – their 
new name agreed at their 2011 AGM – 
emerged as the New Year was celebrated. A 
photograph of an “innocent looking” Chairman 
is also shown, who somehow drew all his own 
raffle tickets at their Christmas lunch! The 
Henry Ramey Upcher lifeboat was repainted 
over the winter, thanks due to Derek Brown for 
a fantastic job. Assistance was received from 
Gresham School’s Naval Youth Cadets who 
cleared and cleaned the vessel and also 
painted smaller items such as the rudder and 
rope box - tasks to contribute towards their 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme for which 
each received an individual treat – a bag of 
chips from the fish & chip shop!  
Sheringham’s heritage organizations 
promoted themselves during the August 
Carnival procession – an initiative of Hilary 

Nelson who until recently was the cabinet 
member for tourism in N.Norfolk, a director of 
the Mo Museum, and volunteer steward at the 
Fishermen’s Heritage Centre.   All donned 
Victorian costume whilst the float was 
decorated in netting and cork floats - Colin 
Seal of the Open Door Arts Project kindly 
painted signboards in record time.  Whilst 
waiting for judging to take place, the heavens 
opened and anyone who failed to run for 
cover, even with an umbrella, was soaked.  As 
a result it was soon discovered that smart, 
striped, Victorian men’s trousers, rich in wool, 
became stiff as boards when wet, whilst shot 
silk dresses in rich colours turn funereal black! 
Despite the weather, crowds turned out along 
the processional route to give an enthusiastic 
reception.  The Art Exhibition was an 
amazing success.  69 artists submitted 302 
paintings and of these 58 were sold and 
replaced by 33 others. Total sales were £4,152 
which after all expenses were paid left the 
Society with a net profit of £695.54p.  From 
this a donation was made to the Open Door 
Project in recognition of the valuable work they 
do within the community. The Fishermen’s 
Heritage Centre also enjoyed a fantastic 
season, opening for 166 days from Easter to 
end-September – 40 days more than in 2011 
and 10,700 visitors were recorded, 1,200 more 
than in 2011!  Over 125 overseas visitors from 
24 separate countries came, the USA and 
Australia being most frequently mentioned.  
The busiest day was Easter Sunday with 162 
visitors. (On 29th July a donation of £10 was 
made as a result of 82 people taking shelter in 
the Shed when a storm broke over the beach 
below as the Carnival’s Newfoundland Rescue 
Dog display was taking place!)  The Shell 
Gallery welcomed 8,250 visitors – 1,750 more 
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than last year – mainly it appears due to word 
of mouth recommendations.  Sales reached 
£3,600 whilst a further £1,100 was received in 
donations. We learn the very first school in 
Sheringham was started by Charlotte 
Unchurch around 1825 in West Cliff to provide 
basic “larnen” to boys from the growing fishing 
community.  Robert Long, the first coxswain of 
the Augusta lifeboat, and his wife Ann were 
the teachers.  The Fishermen’s Heritage 
Centre and Shell Gallery now stand in what 
was once the playground. Over the winter 
period repair work had been carried out to the 
north wall and the doors to the FHC made 
more secure and easier to open and close. 
Recommendations of the Norfolk Museums 
Service to reduce UV light were followed, first 
with the help of a local firm, Graphic Edge, 
who obtained UV film which reduced the UV to 
practically zero. Also, by installing a range of 
LED lights to replace the halogen lamps 
(whose other drawback in the Shell Gallery 
was heat generation) reduced electricity 
consumption by 90%. As a result similar 
replacements have been made in the FHC 
which will majorly reduce the running costs of 
both exhibitions. The Welch family are 
thanked for the great care taken when 
removing medieval stonework from their 
garden wall – fragments which appeared to be 
mainly broken parts of gothic windows which a 
Major Rogers had purchased when a building, 
thought to be St.Nicholas Chapel, was 
demolished.  May Ayers’ notebook had kindly 
been lent to the Society by her daughter and a 
photocopied page showed the notes May had 
made of the earliest 1979 meetings of the 
Society.
SONNING & SONNING EYE 
SOCIETY’s magazine “Bridge” reports 

on two developments which have given 
cause for concern, the conversion of 
the old Fire Station into a 3-bed house 
with a new 4-bed next door, approved 
by Wokingham BC Planning 
Committee, and an application for 5 
barn-type units on August Field which 
whilst it was turned down by WBC but 
became the subject of an Appeal, the 
Inspector’s decision is expected shortly. 
Sonning Conservation Area 
Assessment is to be presented to local 
residents at an exhibition in early 
February.  The Society assisted 
Sonning Parish Council in its 
preparation but feedback will be 
incorporated into the final version to be 
submitted to WBC in Spring 2013. 
Following a visit by members to Oral 
History Exhibitions in 2009/10, four 
ladies decided to try and record 
memories of life in Sonning & Sonning 
Eye during the C20th.  The book has 
now been published.  Called Village 
Voices its 174 pages use transcriptions 
of recordings as well as photographs. 
Its aim was not a factual history, but 
rather an attempt to convey the 
essence of daily life in the community 
and the changes experienced in a 
lifetime. Memories are grouped under 
ten themes – Homes, Businesses, 
Rural Life, Schools, Community, 
Events, Wartime, The Fire Brigade, The 
Mill and The River.   Plans for Heritage 
Open Day 2012 include two 
architectural and historical walks to 
coincide with the display of entries to 
the Jubilee Photo Competition, plus the 
bellringers have agreed to open St. 
Andrew’s tower from which there are 
spectacular views of both the village 
and the Thames valley in each 
direction. Sonning Bridge has been 
declared “weak” by engineers from 
WBC, but the estimated cost of repairs 
falls outside their current budget for 
bridge maintenance. An interim solution 
is to restrict all heavy vehicles, with the 
exception of emergency vehicles, which 
is a concern for local businesses such 
as The Mill. A New Gravel Extraction 
application is thought to increase the 
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risk of flooding, a problem the Society 
notes with alarm had not been 
considered by any official body such as 
the Environment Agency. Expert advice 
has been sought by Sonning Eye Action 
Group and a detailed submission 
produced.  Park & Ride for Reading 
Rugby Club is another proposal on 
which the Society has made a strong 
objection due to fears of increased 
traffic on already gridlocked roads, 
making them even less attractive for 
other users within the village. On a 
similar subject, we read the “Lorry 
Spotters” continue to monitor 
transgressions and significant success 
has been achieved.  The Sonning 
Bridge lighting proposal at £18,000 
has caused some raised eyebrows at 
this time of austerity. Public safety is 
said to be the motivation and it is being 
promoted as a “Jubilee Community 
Project”, although the community has 
yet to be consulted!  The Society is 
minded to object but will first try to 
persuade the Parish Council to 
withdraw the application.  Eight reasons 
are listed, the last being the potential 
issue of urbanisation and lighting in a 
rural area. The Great Western Railway 
electrification will affect Sonning 
Cutting and English Heritage have 
consulted the Borough as to whether 
any significant features or structures 
should be listed, such as the bridge. 
Remembering Woodley Aerodrome is 
the title of the second part of Mark 
Green’s nostalgic study from the 
outbreak of WWII. The start of 1939 
saw building contractors desperate to 
meet deadlines set for factory 
extensions. The Air Ministry had 
ordered 500 Miles Master training 
aircraft but just 7 had been delivered, 
only 3 reaching flying training schools. 
Once teething problems were 
overcome they began to reach the RAF 
in quantity – all delivered by September 
1940 – playing their part training pilots 
who went on to fly Hurricans and 
Spitfires in the Battle of Britain. Fear of 
attack led to the formation of a Home 
Guard unit, installation of anti-aircraft 

defences and the camouflaging of the 
entire factory and aerodrome. Five 
raids, all in the autumn of 1940, caused 
the loss of one Magister on the 16th 
August. The company is estimated to 
have produced 67 different design 
studies and 4,350 aircraft at Woodley 
factory. In 1943 the Phillip & Powis 
company name changed to Miles 
Aircraft Ltd. A specification was issued 
by the Ministry for a supersonic jet 
propelled research aircraft, one that 
could reach 1000mph in a dive from 
50,000 to 36,000ft.  How nearly the first
supersonic flight was achieved has not 
received the publicity it deserved. The 
end of WWII and cancellation of the 

M52 project dealt a severe blow to 
morale at Miles Aircraft. Work continued 
on the design of new craft such as the 
Miles Gemini, the M38 Messenger and 
M57 Aerovan, plus repairs for existing 
planes, successful activities clouding an 
increasingly unstable situation. In 
October 1947 a receiver was 
appointed. Between 1947-1953 a loss 
of almost £1m was turned into profit 
through production of biro pens when in 
January 1954 two prototype Handley 
Page Heralds were to be built at 
Woodley. The company eventually 
closed on 31st March 1963. Today the 
majority of the airfield is a housing 
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estate, its roads named after the planes 
that were once built there.

STOW CIVIC SOCIETY magazine 
welcomes “The Image of a King” the 
famous painting by Anthony Van Dyck 
of Charles 1 entitled “Charles I in Three 
Positions” on loan from the Royal 
Collection to the award winning art 
gallery at Compton Verney. It was 
painted for the sculptor Bernini as a 
guide to the King’s features for a 
marble bust and shown alongside the 
gallery’s own copy of the original. “A 
Horse in the Bathroom” is the title of 
Derek Taylor’s latest book about his 
experiences of building his dream home 
in Stow and full of amusing anecdotes. 
The AGM attracted a packed audience, 
all but one of the Committee being re-
elected and two additional members 
offering their services. Members were 
reminded of the Public Meeting to 
discuss the Ashton House site. Sue 
Burn’s talk of Batsford Arboretum with 
beautiful slides taken throughout the 
seasons concluded the evening.  Ann-
Rachel Harwood of the Cheltenham 
Museum & Art Gallery recounted the 
story of Edward Wilson’s life through 
his paintings and sketches.  He was 
born on the 23rd July 1872 in 
Cheltenham and died only 40 years 
later in a tent on the Antarctic Continent 
– a tragic end to a very full life.  One of 
his forebears was George Stephenson 
and another General Gordon of 
Khartoum.  His father was a GP in the 
town who pioneered modern medical 
practices and founded the De Lancey 
Hospital.  Redheaded Edward was 
always getting into scrapes but 
intensely interested in wildlife, birds in 
particular and drew from an early age.  
From Cheltenham College he went to 
Guys, Cambridge, where he continued 
collecting, his room known as “Ginger’s 
Museum”.  He was a peacemaker and 
mediator.  When he started practising 
medicine in London he met his future 
wife who persuaded him not to become 
a missionary. Unfortunately he 
contracted TB in the slums of London,  

returning to his family’s home in the 
Cotswold hills. Rested and eventually 
after travelling to Norway and the Arctic, 
he recovered his health.  Returning to 
London he passed his MB with two 
months of study.  He went to New 
Zealand and from there was appointed 
surgeon and zoologist to the Discovery 
Expedition with Cdr. Scott.  He married 
during preparations for this voyage and 
wrote a book on Antarctic fauna. On his 
return he exhibited his paintings in 
London and in 1910 investigated why 
grouse were dying on the Scottish 
moors.  Threadworm was the cause 
and the management techniques 
devised are still in use today.   Scott 
took another expedition to the Antarctic 
on the Terra Nova and Edward was 
recruited as Chief of Scientific Staff. 
Amundsen beat them to the pole, 
something of which Ted was 
unconcerned, spending time collecting 
specimens, but ten miles from the food 
depot they all perished – first Bowers, 
then Wilson and lastly Scott, who wrote 
of him “Words must always fail me 
when I talk of “Bill” Wilson.  I believe he 
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really is the finest character I ever met”. 
His name is carved on the wall of his 
birthplace in Montpellier Terrace. 

The Plaque commemorating the 
Battle of Stow and surrender by the 
Royalist Commander, Sir Jacob Astley, 
was installed whilst the sun shone, 
Police helpfully stopped traffic, the 

School supportive and Sealed Knot 
members adding colour to the 
proceedings.  David Glaisyer was 
thanked for performing the unveiling, 
the Rev.Martin Short for his blessing 
and Ruth for producing a magnificent 
spread for invited guests - the two most 
important being the descendants of the 
opposing commanders. News of the 
event reached Tewkesbury via our 
website and so it was brought to the 
attention of Mr. Norman Goodman, 
descendant of Sir William Brereton, the 
Parliamentary Cavalry Commander at 
the Battle, who proved a delightful and 
appreciative guest. The handshake 
between David and Norman was the 
news story of the day which 
commemorated significant events that 
took place 366 years ago.

On the following Friday, members were 
privileged to hear two excellent talks 
given by Julian Humphrys and Martin 
Fiennes entitled “Heroes & Villains of 
the Civil War”.  The Gas Pipeline 

proposed between Wormington and 
Sapperton to carry more gas from 
Milford Haven for the south west was a 
great concern to the Cotswold 
Conservation Board, as explained by 
Malcolm Watt. (Designated an AONB In 
1966, at 290 square miles it is the 
largest of 38 AONBs in England and 
Wales, comprising 15 local authorities, 
280 parishes and 3 regions - some 22m 
visitors on top of a population of 
140,000 arrive each year).  2 routes 
were researched; one considered 
geographically difficult and that chosen 
cutting right through the heart of the 
area where their main concerns were 
drystone walling, hedgerows, protection 
for wildlife, particularly dormice.  Some 
footpaths inevitably closed, although 
the Cotswold Way remained open. 
Control of archaeology was exercised, 
whilst an attempt at using a tunnelling 
machine at one point resulted in the 
loss of that valuable piece of 
equipment. Speed of working was high, 
with a continuous trench being dug for 
the 1 m diameter pipe, welded in 
sections on site, a 43km archaeological 
dig.  Some £300,000 was put aside for 
replacing stone walls, and the 
countryside took 18 months to recover 
from the activity with some hedges yet 
to recover. The final cost of 6.7 km of 
walling was over £1m.  The 400th 
Anniversary of The Cotswold 
Olimpick Games a talk by Graham 
Greenall, the Chairman of the Robert 
Dover’s Games Society.  They 
preceded the modern Olympic 
Movement by 284 years.  James I gave 
royal permission and Prince Rupert 
later attended. The first local supporter 
was Sir Baptist Hicks, Ist Viscount 
Campden, who owned most of 
Chipping Campden, including Weston 
Park, the hills where the Games were 
held.  Popular, they gave locals the 
chance to win some money!  Rumour 
has it Shakespeare may have attended 
and that Dover obtained a suit of 
clothes once worn by James I and was 
depicted wearing them. Contests were 
simple – the throwing of everyday 
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objects such as sheaves, standing 
jumps, a local form of wrestling which 
became shin-kicking, ladies’ races and 
even horses. The Games ceased 
during the Civil War in 1642 but 
following the Restoration, around 1655, 
the second phase commenced. After 
the Enclosures the venue changed to 
Weston sub Edge parish, continuing 
until 1849. Drunkenness and rowdy 
behaviour caused them to cease, 
although no-one was charged. The third 
phase began in 1951 to coincide with 
the Festival of Britain, ceasing due to 
foot & mouth the next year to start yet 
again in 1963, the Games Society 
being formed in 1965.  The talk ended 
with a demonstration of shin-kicking by 
Graham and his son – competitors now 
wearing trainers, not hobnail boots!  
Members also visited Stow’s now 
defunct Court Room, which produced 
a surprise. The Petty Sessions Court 
sat twice weekly above the Police 
Station from Victorian times until 2002.  
However, when Sergeant Martin Jones 
ushered them in, they were greeted not 
by scattered remains of some ancient 
worm-eaten bench and dock, but 
brand-new, fully fitted court furniture 
complete with press benches, public 
gallery and lawyer’s desks in gleaming 
white beech wood. Having spent many 
thousands of pounds refurbishing, the 
order was received that it be shut!  
Petty theft and drunkenness were the 
main offences tried  but at the start of 
his career 30 years ago it was not 
unusual for someone to answer a 
charge of “the wanton and furious riding 
of a horse”. The Future of Go Stow is 
under threat, despite providing a 
valuable service to visitors and locals. 
Receiving no financial support from the 
authorities, the service benefits the 
entire community; the Town Council 
having lobbied the CDC and their MP 
had visited and offered support. A 
Petition received tremendous support 
and members were also asked to write 
to CDC. A Cricket Museum had 
opened in Brewery Yard and Mr & Mrs 
Andrew Collier have a fascinating 

display and in October received their 
1000th visitor – a gentleman with the 
evocative name of Dennis Compton! A 
detailed account of members’ visit to 
The Bothy Vineyard at Frilford near 
Abingdon appears in their winter 
edition, its original owners having 
searched long and hard to find a 
suitable location – grapes thriving on 
very hostile soils, dry and well drained, 
forcing them to put their roots down to 
seek water, bringing many mineral 
flavours to the grapes.  English wines 
had gained a bad reputation owing to 
the vines being planted on fertile land, 
resulting in a rash of rather sour, acid 
wines. Its new owner, Richard Liwicki 
explained the many problems which 
beset the vines – birds, badgers, deer, 
snails, wasps, as well as such problems 
as mould, botrytis, not to mention a late 
frost which can hit the first growth, 
wiping out half the crop!  
Prof.Christopher Dyer spoke to the 
Society of the wool trade – first of Stow 
and its importance as a centre for 
business, then of John Heritage, a 
Wool Merchant in Moreton from 
1470-1535, whose account books 
survive to this day and have taught the 
world much of the wool trade in the 15th 
and 16th centuries.  From these they 
learnt that wool was weighed in tods of 
28 pounds and it was recorded that he 
once purchased 42 tods at 11/- per tod 
from Thomas Keyte of Broadwell, his 
largest supplier, which would amount to 
about £92,000 at today’s prices.  His 
turnover was around £400 per year, or 
£1.6M today.  Such large sums usually 
being paid in instalments, the account 
books were used as an aid to memory, 
but good will and trust were also 
essential. 

Two wool weights remain in the Stow 
Archives. 

TOWCESTER & DISTRICT LOCAL 
HISTORY SOCIETY magazine first 
appeals for new committee members to 
step forward, so three of the committee 
spoke of their reasons for enjoying the 
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role – which ranged from curiosity, the 
company, influence - and pink biscuits!  
Perhaps the latter was sufficient 
temptation as three members were later 
co-opted!  Their Chairman, John Morris’ 
AGM report listed the year’s events; 
“All the Business of War” - the title of 
a new book launched in October 2011 
deals with 1913 military manoeuvres; of 
their failure to gain an HLF grant for the 
Water Meadow & Easton Neston 
project; the continuing Towcester 
Hinterland archaeological project; the 

event arranged for the British Festival 
of Archaeology. When researching the 
Society’s newest book The Precursor 
of the Tank – a photograph was noted 
by Margaret Webb and “it” appeared to 
be emerging from a side street in 
Daventry!  Army “Top Brass” were 
mainly from the cavalry and considered 
horses superior, but tracked vehicles 
began to be developed for agricultural 
purposes in Lincolnshire in 1903, 
Hornsby’s being paraffin fuelled. In 
1908 King Edward VII watched as a 
tracked vehicle hauled out a bogged-
down horse team and Roberts was 
awarded a £1000 prize by the War 
Office, his machine having travelled 40 
miles without stopping, compared to 
20/30 miles a day for a typical horse.  
Derek Batten told of The Hunley, the 

first submarine to sink an enemy 
warship on 17th February 1864. The 
Confederates in the American Civil War 
did not have a navy and fifty years were 
to pass until another such sinking - the 
submarine being their secret weapon. 

Very small, the propeller was driven by 
manpower, with no ventilation once the 
craft was submerged. Built in Mobile, 
Alabama, it was transported by rail to 
Charleston.  5 of the 8 man crew died 
when the Hunley capsized and in 
another trial the front ballast tank 
flooded and 7 died. The USS 
Housantonic was sunk in Charleston 
Harbour, but the Hurley itself sank. The 
wreck first found in 1970, and again in 
1995, being finally raised from the sea 
in 2000. It is now on display at Warren 
Lasch Conservation Center, North 
Charleston. Derek being present at the 
memorial service and burial of the eight 
crew members. 
The Pilgrim Fathers were the focus of 
Paul Tichener’s talk. A teacher of forty 
years he spoke of the tide of change in 
the 16thC following the arrival of the 
printing press and ideas of Calvin, 
Luther and Knox, the Protestants 
splitting from the Catholic Church 
before dividing into competing sects. 
William Brewster, an Inn Keeper at 
Scrooby, a mile north of Bawtry, moved 
with a group of puritans from that 
village to Leiden in Holland in c1607, 
remaining for ten years. Application to 
King James to sail to the New World 
was successful and they set off for 
Southampton from Leiden in 
“Speedwell”  but it developed leaks so a 
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smaller group of 102 souls set sail from 
Dartmouth in “Mayflower” on August 
15th 1620. There were two births and 
one death during that arduous voyage 
which eventually made landfall on 10th 
November at Cape Code, it being 
decided they would sail no further.  
Fawsley Manor was occupied by Colin 
Eaton one time whilst the owner was 
away. He had researched both the 
house and Knightley family for over 30 
years.  It dates from Saxon times, a 
land charter issued by King Edward in 
944AD.  14thC Poll tax records show 
the village, now lost, contained 200 
residents in 1377 and C16th manor 
rolls. It surrounded the church, which 
remains and contains memorials to the 
Knightley family dating from that time. 
The Tudor south wing was built in the 
early C16th, whilst the Great Hall was 
added in 1537, its roof reconstructed in 
1988 according to original plans.  
Investigations into the Abandoned 
Village of Descote, near Pattishall, 
took place in mid-October 2011 - an 
opportunity to train in noninvasive 
archaeology enjoyed by 5 of their 
Society. Previous studies hinted at 
medieval and Roman occupation, whilst 
crop marks were visible from the air in 
another field. The sun shone on a two 
part investigation – field walking in the 
first field and geophysics in the second. 
The first was divided into 80 x 10 metre 
square grids and any surface pottery 
within a square was picked up, bagged 
and plotted on a map. Mainly Medieval, 
whilst some concentrations hinted at 
possible locations of sites of 
occupation. The second was divided 
into 9 x 30 metre square grids and the 
CLASP magnetometer employed to 
record any variations in buried 
magnetism. Very sensitive, strong 
signals were eliminated as produced by 
abandoned farm machinery, but the 
weaker signals indicated structures, 
interesting linear and curved features 
under the ground. These they plotted 
on a Google image with arrows and 
captions and a report written. Roy 
Turland’s Roman Artefacts, 

excavated near Woodburcote in the 
1970s are being archived and 
documented by Rod Conlon and Gina 
Boreham of the Society.  They were 
displayed at the CLASP AGM at Nether 
Heyford, Wellingborough and finally at 
Towcester Town Hall.  One of the most 
interesting can be seen on the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme website – a Roman 
cast copper alloy seal box with glass 
bead and enamel decoration containing 
a coin of the Emperor Trajan, a 
denarius of AD117. Towcester 
Conservation Area Appraisal was 
adopted in August 2012. The 27-page 
report indicated Northampton Council 
had increased the area so safeguarded, 
detailed the town’s location, 
topography, geology, history and 
development, including prehistory, with 
sections on its industrial past and 
scheduled monuments, a map of all 
listed buildings, architectural analysis of 
building materials, roofscape, windows 
and doors, ending with a Conservation 
Area Management Plan. 
The tale of Peter Butcher’s action 
packed life is told in “Gayton to Berlin 
& Home Again RAF Bomber 
Command 1943/45”. All proceeds 
donated to the Bomber Command 
Memorial Fund. Towcester Southern 
Extension & Other Housing Projects 
are of particular interest to a Society 
such as Towcester – whilst contributing 
comments on Towcester’s future – 
there are also archaeological 
assessments provided by developers!  
However, they are a critical crowd and 
the Desk Based Assessment appeared 
to have been copied from a number of 
earlier documents, one a field survey 
produced for Persimmon by David 
Parker of the University of Leicester 
Archaeological Services in May 2007. 
The results proved interesting however, 
and medieval pottery appears to be 
scattered over the whole area, with a 
concentration of Roman items which 
deserved closer investigation by trial 
trenching.
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TROWBRIDGE CIVIC SOCIETY’s Chairman, 
Glyn Bridges, recalled a recent Open Day at 
the Town Hall, built to celebrate Victoria’s 
Golden Jubilee in 1887, when it was possible 
to take a guided tour, from the cells in the 
basement to the caretaker’s flat on the top 
floor.  The organ loft was the only spot where 
the vast roof could be viewed in its entirety, 
together with a huge amount of heating 
apparatus which would have to be removed to 
reinstate the Great Hall. Rosemary Hawkes 
of the Town Hall Group contributed an article 
on its recent chequered history - a buyer from 
the private sector appearing a remote hope. 
With the demise of the ARC Theatre, Tracy 
Sullivan, a former director, received support 
for the concept of its becoming a professional 
arts centre and bid for ring-fenced funds from 
the Area Board which met with success.  A 
Board has been appointed with the necessary 
experience and expertise to take matters 
forward. The number of local people who 
flooded to the Art Exhibition in the former 
Coroner’s Court on the day of the guided tours 
underlined public support for the project.  The 
Museum is planning to move to Courtfield 

House, formerly Roundstone Preparatory 
School, where there will be room to expand 
the exhibitions, the old wool store creating a 
perfect setting for the woollen machinery. With 
on site parking it is the perfect location and it 
is hoped the Heritage Lottery Grant, previously 
refused due to a lack of a long term lease, will 
be forthcoming for this new site. The 
Centenary of Palmer Gardens was 
celebrated in May 2012, that recreation 
ground having been donated by Louie 
Madeleine, the wife of Brigadier-General 
George Llewellen Palmer, JP, CB, DL, who, 
from his obituary in 1932, were recorded as 
having donated almshouses and been very 
generous benefactors to the town, responsible 
for providing the Cricket Pavilion and 
acquisition of the cricket ground - home to 
Wiltshire County Cricket Club.During WWII 
Palmer Gardens was used for food production 
and then as a teaching demonstration centre. 
In 1981 controversially the County Council 
decided to sell, but the Shaw Trust was set up 
and bought the Gardens from them to help a 
small group of disabled individuals achieve 
their employment aims.  Shaw Trust is now the 
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largest provider of employment services for 
disabled people in the UK, with 1600 
employed, plus helping 78,000 clients a year 
overcome barriers to employment. The 
Community Awards Ceremony celebrated 
no less than seven members of the Society for 
their work locally, whilst Major Davidson of 
Trowbridge Cadets emphasised the 
commitment of young people in his Division 
whose achievements rarely make news 
compared to the antics of hoodies or addicts. 
The Polish Community’s arrival in 
Trowbridge was explained by Irene Johnson 
who reported that her mother’s registration 
certificate was dated 08.03.1948 in 
Daglingworth Camp, Cirencester. Shorty after 
they were moved to Keevil – a typically basic 
camp with catering and washroom facilities 
and small hall which contained a library and 
workshops. From there the inhabitants 
gradually found civilian employment and in the 
mid to late-Fifties bought homes in Trowbridge 
where a thriving community continues with the 
Polish Hall in Waterworks Road and folk 
dance group “Kyjawy” formed in 1960. 
An extremely readable story based on 
these events is entitled “Poles Apart” by 
Chris Piechowski, a Salisbury author.  
Martyn Whittock’s talk “Crime in the 
Middle Ages” studied the Anglo-Saxon 
foundations to a well-maintained legal 
system and the growth of Common Law 
– although villeins (those tied to the 
land) and women had very limited 
access to it.  The theft of an item worth 
more than 10 pence was punishable by 
death. Surprisingly, C14th East Anglia 
had similar levels of crime to modern 
New York. New developments to have 
blessed or blighted the town in recent 
years had been photographed so that 
members could rate them, that disliked 
the most at No.1 through to 12.  The 
“winner” is to be announced in January 
2013.  
A Flush Bracket (did you know such 
things existed) can be seen set low 
down in the wall of the Town Hall. In 
times past it formed a vital link in the set 
of points established by the Ordnance 
Survey for mapping the entire country. 
Other spots used could be churches or 
railway bridges – anything with an 

anticipated long life expectancy.  More 
common links in the chain are cut bench 
marks a horizontal line above an arrow.  More 
difficult to find is a Fundamental Bench Mark. 
These are placed 20-30 kms apart, which link 
up the whole system.  The nearest to 
Trowbridge is at Upton Lovell and another 
stands surrounded by railings in a park at 
Dorchester.  Satellite surveying has now 
superseded the old system but Mary 
Hollingworth also referred to Flush Bracket 
SO477 as a fine example to be found on the 
north face of All Saints Church, Westbury.  

G. & J. Haden, a firm set up in 1819 by two 
brothers whose father, also an engineer, 
manufactured warm air stoves. The first stove 
was sold locally to a Mr. Bythesea, whilst 
Stoves 2 – 6 were delivered to Wilton House, 
purchased by the Earl of Pembroke.  Their 
order books show that 1,500 stoves were 
made between 1820 and 1855 and 83 men 
were employed at the St.George’s works in 
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Silver Street, according to the 1851 
Census. The firm expanded, with branch 
offices in London, Manchester and 
Birmingham. (A detailed account of the 
firm’s history may be found at http://
www.hevac-heritage.org/) that organization 
having  kindly given permission for Peter 
Collier to reproduce information on the 
various descendants whose energy and 
flair led to them ultimately achieving a 
leading position in the heating, ventilating 
and air conditioning field). Nelson Haden 
became President of that body in 1938, 
holding the post for 34 years until 
retirement in 1943. As the firm’s activities 
increasingly centred on London, his family 
moved there in 1929. They became 
associated with Newman-Hender and in 
1969 merged with electrical firm Troughton 
& Young to become Haden Young. In July 
2009, Balfour Kilpatrick and Haden Young 
merged to become Balfour Beatty 
Engineering services - now one of the UK’s 
largest providers of specialist mechanical & 
electrical services. 

“Trowbridge Then & Now in Colour” a 
new publication written by Michael 
Marshman & Ken Rogers received a 
welcome from the magazine editor, with 
details as to where it may be obtained.  The 
Newtown Walk, led by Peter Collier, based 
his commentary on the Trail written by 
Michael Lansdown in 1991. The group 
admired the detailed wheat sheaf carved on 
what was the Co-operative Store, and 
hoped that future redevelopment of the site 
will reveal other carvings, presently 
concealed by the motor spares shop front. 
They also paused to consider the folly of 
demolishing nos.1-12 some of the earliest 
houses to be built in the area, around 1790. 
Later, Surrey Place led onto Waterworks 
Road, or more accurately No-waterworks 
Road, as the company who established the 
works failed to find any water! 

Towards the end of the walk Peter pointed out 
a Victorian Terrace in Gloucester Road, with 
carved heads above the doors beneath lovely 
porches, and interesting bricks with flowery 
patterns upon them. 

 A new method for the Society to deal with 
planning applications has been devised in an 
effort to involve more of the membership in the 
comment-making process.  In future 
information will be posted on the Society’s 
website so that members may send a personal 
comment to the planning authority, or 
alternatively send  their thoughts on any 
matter of concern to the Chair of the Society’s 
Planning Committee, Kevin Eames.
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Vale of Evesham Civic Society December 
2015

Abbey Fields 

Our major concern in recent weeks has been 
the inclusion of the land in the bend of the 
Avon to the west of Abbey Road in the SWDP, 
originally for 200 houses, then upped to 250, 
and Hallam Land's application to build 380 
houses on this site. 

More than 200 people came to the public 
meeting organised by the Civic Society and 
chaired by Sue Ablett at the Northwick Hotel 
on 12th November, demonstrating the 
unprecedented public concern about this 
development. 

Following this meeting the Society has 
submitted detailed objections to both. There 
would be no point in repeating thes'e in this 
newsletter since most of our members are 
now well aware of our actions and will be 
familiar with the reasons for our resistance to 
these developments. 

Council housing?

By Richard Thomson 

At a recent planning conference at the NEC 
councillors heard how councils could deliver 
large scale housing projects themselves. Keith 
House, deputy chair of the Local Government 
Association said that councils had the power 
to build homes themselves. Councils can 
borrow money more cheaply than builders and 
they don't need to get permission from the 
Government. Councils who build houses can 
help shape their own destiny and their, rather 
than just leaving it to the Government.' 

Wychavon has demonstrated its desire to be 
involved in the development business — 
Pershore hospital and the future Waitrose 
supermarket at Evesham testify to that. What 

could be better than to build some of the 
homes we desperately need? Not as 
developers would wish them but where and 
how we want them. 

Come on Wychavon! Get on the front foot and 
help the many of our fellow citizens without 
their own homes and with little chance of 
entering the housing market. 

The Evesham Telephone Boxes 

by Colin Tether 

Telephone boxes (or kiosks} are very much 
part of the Public Realm which the Civic 
Society seeks to improve. Sadly, as far our 
telephone boxes are concerned, the picture is 
not a very pretty one. 

Thanks to the late and much lamented 
Richard Phillips, we can tell from the 
'Evesham Mapped' website that there are 12 
sites within Evesham with telephone boxes, 
Six sites are within the old Evesham Town 
Centre area, and as two of the sites each have 
two kiosks, there are 8 boxes in total. The 
remaining six sites are in the Bengeworth 
area, each with one box each. There are no 
telephone boxes, as far as I can tell, in Great 
Hampton. 

There are three designs. The old red 
telephone box in the Market Place is listed. 
This is the iconic K6 type, from 1935, 
designed by Gilbert Scott and erected 
throughout the country. The remaining boxes 
are of two types, both made of glass and 
stainless steel. The four sided ones are type 
KX100 and have a door; the three sided ones 
are type KX300 and are open. 

I carried out a quick survey of the 14 Evesham 
boxes at the beginning of December. 
Altogether, only five of them worked properly. 
The remaining nine had some kind of fault, 
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and one had the handset missing. The 
minimum charge is 60p so it is not surprising 
they are not used much. They were mostly 
clean inside but some of them looked tatty 
with faded adverts for pizzas defacing the 
sides. 

Many of us will remember how important 
telephone kiosks used to be. In the early 
eighties I recall searching for a working phone 
box for ages. Most seemed to be vandalised 

or had a long queue with the person inside 
talking for England. But now almost everyone 
has a mobile phone. 

The box in Port Street may not be with us for 
much longer. It contains a notice saying it is 
'not being used sufficiently and are therefore 
proposing to remove this payphone’ no 
consultation appears to have been carried out. 

So do we need public phone boxes? People 
seem attached to the old red phone boxes, 
and the one in the Market Place will remain as 
it is listed (although it does not work). But what 
of the rest? Does anyone care about the 
stainless steel ones? Will they be missed in 
another few years? Should we keep a couple 
as examples of mid 1980s design culture? 
Should we seek alternative uses for them such 
as to house a defibrillator, a local information 
centre, or a little library. Ideas are very 

welcome, just don't try calling your local phone 
box. You probably will not get an answer! 

Town Plan — David Way 
Some people are disappointed that we have 
not heard much about this since it was 
adopted as Town Council policy but Patrick 
Staines highlighted some of the things which 
are moving forward in a letter to the Evesham 
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Journal on 3rd December. A meeting was held 
at Raphael's cafe recently to discuss litter and 
there are moves afoot to deal with spots 
where this is a particular problem. Discarded 
shopping trolleys are a concern which is 
receiving attention at the moment. 

My particular interest is grot spots and I have 
compiled my own personal list of scruffy or 

misleading signs that should either be 
repainted or scrapped. There is a sign in Vine 
Street pointing to the Citizens Advice Bureau 
at the top of the High Street - a location from 
which it moved at least 10 years ago. The 
large colour photos in the Town Hall windows 
have transformed a building that was a 
disgrace to the town, but have you looked at 
our Town Hall door? It doesn't give much 
indication of civic pride! Unfortunately the 
entrance to our Town Hall is not particularly 
impressive, but a coat of paint would help. 
These are things which could be remedied at 
very little cost - we just have to get on and do 
it! 

and a strong view from Richard Thomson 
on the same theme: 

I don't know about you but I am becoming 
concerned that following the good work that 
was started by Patrick Staines and many 
others in putting together the Evesham Town 
Plan, any progress with the plan seems to 
have run out of steam. Part of the problem 

maybe is that, unlike a 
Neighbourhood Plan, it does not 
have any statutory backing so 
Wychavon District Council and the 
county council have therefore no 
reason at law to pay it any attention. 
They would be foolish in so doing, in 
that the Town Plan has produced a 
body of community and development 
ideas and proposals backed by us as 
Evesham citizens and approved by 
Evesham Town Council earlier this 
year. 

An example of sensible strategic 
thinking within the Town Plan is the 
protection of the future line of an 
extension of Evesham bypass west 
of Cheltenham Road, ultimately to 

link with the B4084, Pershore Road, to the 
west of Hampton. Despite the current traffic 
problems caused by the existing inadequate 
road system in Evesham and the projected 
substantial increase in vehicles generated by 
the large amount of housing development 
already proposed off Cheltenham Road and at 
Hampton, neither the Worcestershire County 
Council highway authority nor the local 
planning authority, Wychavon, have 
considered making provision for such a road. 

They must listen to us. We need a plan with 
teeth! 
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Kirkby Lonsdale and District Civic Society

The Kirkby Lonsdale Railway by Alan Cox 

Following the opening of the Liverpool-
Manchester railway in 1830 there was an 
outbreak of ‘Railway Fever’ and many people 
envisaged a railway line from London to 
Scotland. As far as Lancaster this was 
relatively simple, but then the Westmorland 
Fells got in the way. 

George Stephenson, cautious as ever, 
suggested following the coastline, but Joseph 
Locke had more confidence in improvements 
to the steam locomotive and planned a route 
up the Lune valley, through Tebay and then 
over Shap Fell to Carlisle. This would have run 
up the eastern bank of the Lune with a station 
for Kirkby Lonsdale in what is now Low 
Casterton. The present Carnforth-Leeds line 
would also have made a junction just south of 
Kirkby and a big engine shed would have 
been needed. A further line (never built),which 
followed the line of the A65 to Crooklands and 

Heversham, would have connected with the 
Cumbrian coastline and turned Kirkby 
Lonsdale into a major railway centre, just as 
Carnforth became in real life. Kirkby Lonsdale 
could have become an important junction on 
the west coast mainline, attracted industry and 
investment and grown around the station to 
become another, larger Victorian town. 

In reality the Underley estate would not permit 
a railway to be built on their land and they had 
sufficient ‘clout’ to make it prohibitively 
expensive to try and force the issue. 
Furthermore, Kendal businessmen wanted a 
railway so the line went near to Kendal. 

The next attempt to build a railway through 
Kirkby Lonsdale was the Northwest Railway, 
which planned a route from Skipton through 
Ingleton to Tebay, with a branch line that would 
run through Clapham, Melling and Hornby to 
Lancaster. Once again opposition from 
landowners deterred investors; the branch line 
was built to Lancaster but the money ran out 
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and the mainline reached only as far as 
Ingleton. 

Next it was the turn of the Midland and 
Furness Railways. Jointly they built a line from 
Carnforth through Arkholme to Melling. It by-
passed Kirkby Lonsdale. Finally the London 
and Northwest Railway agreed to complete 
the line from Ingleton to Tebay. To oppose the 
local NIMBYs (although the term hadn’t yet 
been invented -Ed.) it was run through High 
rather than Low Casterton and the station for 
Kirkby, which opened in 1868, was carefully 
sited just across the border in Lancashire - not 
as convenient but much harder to object to! 
Even before the line was complete the 
L&NWR had fallen out with the old NWR and 
refused to run through trains on the route, so 
that all trains terminated at Ingleton. To make 
matters worse the trainsfrom Tebay to Ingleton 
did not connect with the trains from Clapham 
to Ingleton and passengers faced an 
enormous wait, and sometimes had to walk 
across the Ingleton viaduct to continue their 
journey. 

Thus it was that a combination of politics and 
pride ensured that while Kirkby had a railway it 
was as inconvenient as possible for anyone 
who might wish to use it. Not only was the 
station two miles from the town with a terrible 
train service, but it was actually in the next 
county! This was unique in, England, although 
stations at Coldstream in Scotland and 
another on the Welsh border also served 
communities in the neighbouring country. 

Kirkby had another claim to fame in that the 
station name was spelt differently from the 
town name. The mighty L&NWR spelled it as 
“Kirby”, as the people at Euston felt they knew 
better than the locals, and the name sign was 
not corrected until the 1920s. 

The railway was a classic example of a line 
that went from nowhere to nowhere, via 
nowhere much. It was planned to take 
expensive express trains from northern 
manufacturing towns to Scotland, and 
deprived of that purpose by railway politics, it 
never really found another use. A small colliery 
at Ingleton, some quarrying and the Barbon 
creamery comprised all the industry. The 
schools at Casterton and Sedbergh 
sometimes ran Hogwarts-like special trains 
and the rest of the trains served such local 
traffic as had no alternative. 

My grandmother, who lived near the old 
National School on Kearstwick Road, told me 
about a visit to Kendal market. She first 
walked into Kirkby, then took Wilman’s horse-
drawn tram to the station. Next came a train to 
Tebay, a wait, then a train to Oxenholme, then 
another wait and finally a train to Kendal. A 
couple of hours in Kendal was possible before 
three trains, a bus and a walk got her home 
again. Not surprisingly when a motor bus 
service was started to Kendal it took most of 
the traffic and the railway faced closure. World 
War 2 was a temporary lifeline as the Lune 
valley route was a valuable diversionary line, 
relieving congestion between Lancaster and 
Tebay, and providing an alternative to the main 
line in case of damage. Even trade picked up 
a little, as the new A65 made it possible to 
move coal to Kirkby station (Arkholme, 3 miles 
away, has previously handled most of the coal 
traffic) and there was a ready market as 
domestic fires typically used 8-10 tonnes per 
house per year. 

After the war, up until about 1950, petrol was 
rationed and private vehicles were practically 
unobtainable, so the railway had a last brief 
period of usefulness, but as conditions eased 
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and prosperity increased the writing was on 
the wall. The end came sooner than at most 
country stations. Even before Dr Beeching, the 
passenger service was withdrawn. 

Locomotive No. 42396 (driven by Jack Bird) 
took the last Tebay train out of Ingleton at 
5.20pm on January 31st 1954; when it 
returned to Ingleton,  serenaded by Kirkby 
Lonsdale brass band, it was all over. The line 
was kept open for freight traffic until 1963 and 
as a diversionary route for a few more years, 
until finally closing in 1967. 

Many relics remain. The station is now a 
private house, and an industrial estate 
occupies the old goods yard. Fibre-optic 
cables are slowly spreading along the old 
trackbed offering a communications revolution 
George Stephenson could never have 
imagined. 

Starting with Underley’s recalcitrance, 
resulting ultimately in the mainline by-passing 
Kirkby, the world was changed. Industry was 
stifled, feudalism was prolonged into the next 
century, wages remained low, whilst the price 
of manufactured goods was 
kept high. 

A Local of Distinction by Pat 
France  
At precisely midnight on 

November 7th 1920, Brigadier-
General L.J. Wyatt, General 
Officer Commanding British 
troops in France and Flanders, 
went into a small hut near the 
village of St. Pol, Ypres, in 
northern France. 

Earlier that afternoon four 
bodies had been disinterred 
from four unmarked graves in 
the battlefields of Arras, Ypres, the Somme 

and the Aisne and these bodies now lay, each 
covered by a union flag, in the hut in St. Pol. 
The bodies chosen were all casualties from 
the early part of the war, and were all received 
by a British clergyman and two British 
undertakers, Mr Nodes and Mr Sourbutts, and 
they were examined to make certain there 
were no distinguishing marks which could 
have identified them. By the light of a lantern 
Brigadier Wyatt chose one body, and this was 
to go into the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior. 
The remaining three bodies were re-interred in 
St. Pol churchyard with full military honours, 
with Brigadier Wyatt attending the funerals. 

The idea of a Tomb of the Unknown Warrior 
had originated in the mind of the Rev. David 
Railton in 1916 when he saw a grave marked 
by a rough wooden cross which bore the 
legend ‘an unknown British soldier of the Black 
Watch’. Following the cessation of hostilities in 
November 1918, he wrote to Sir Douglas Haig, 
Commander in charge of British Forces, but 
no answer was forthcoming. He then 
contacted the Dean of Westminster, who in 
turn contacted King George V, David Lloyd-

George the Prime Minister, and the War 
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Office. The Cenotaph in Whitehall was due to 
be unveiled on November 11th 1920, and 
eventually King George was persuaded that 
an unknown body should be brought to 
England. 

After the brigadier made his choice, the body 
was placed inside a coffin made of English 
oak, and sealed with wrought-iron straps and 
a seal stating ‘A British Warrior who fell in the 
Great War 1914-1918’. A sword, a gift from the 
King, was attached to the seal. On November 

10th the coffin was taken to Boulogne with six 
barrels of earth from Flanders. The coffin was 
carried aboard HMS Verdun, and on arrival at 
Dover was placed inside a South Eastern 
Railways van to be taken to Victoria station, 
the very same van that had carried the body of 
Nurse Edith Cavell in May 1919. 

On the morning of November 11th the coffin 
was placed on a gun carriage, and pulled by 
six horses and followed by the Heads of the 
Armed Forces and 400 servicemen, made its 
way to the Cenotaph. There the King placed 
his own wreath on top, before the gun carriage 
arrived at Westminster Abbey; after the coffin 

was put into the ground the six barrels of 
Flanders earth were poured over it. For the 
service the aisle was lined with 100 recipients 
of the Victoria Cross; the congregation was 
made up of a thousand widows and mothers 
of the fallen. By nightfall over 200,000 people 
had visited the tomb. And within five days 
more than a million people had paid their 
respects. 

Brigadier General Louis J. Wyatt DSO, DL, 
Chevalier Legion d’Honneur, Grands Officier 
Ordre, de d’Aviz, lived here in Kirkby Lonsdale 
at 5 Fairbank, which they rented from 
Underley Estate. He (1874-1955) and his wife 
Marion Jessie, but always known as Gypsy 
(1879-1965) moved here in the early 1930’s 
and were here until their respective deaths. 
They were accompanied for some of the time 
by their daughters Patricia and Laetitia. 
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The AGM of 
Saturday, March 19th 
2016 is the last Ashtav
event.

The new constitutions for
Historic Towns and Villages
Forum and the Herbert Lane 
Trust will be ratified.

It is vital that as many members
as possible vote on these issues.

Please make every effort to 
attend.

The meeting will be at Kellogg 
College A sandwich lunch at 
1.0pm will be followed by the AGM 
at 2.0pm and to round off the day 
our speaker will be 
Emily Gee
Head of Listing Historic England

Full details are in the Ashtav 
website.www.ashtav.org.uk/AGM
It would be a great help in 
organising the catering if you 
would notify John Shaw of your 
intention to attend 

director
@ashtav.org.uk

01458 860 040

Kellogg College, 60-62 Banbury Road Oxford, OX2 6PN


