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Neighbourhood Planning Independent
Examiner Referral Service (NPIERS);
Parish Councillor.
Range of Associates – including housing
and environmental specialists.
Supported 23 NPs through Referendum
and 2 further have passed Examination.
Working with a further 25 parishes
Based in South Leicestershire covering
Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire,
Warwickshire & Northamptonshire

Life without
neighbourhood
plans …

Introduction
 Will look at innovative

approaches and policies from
the NPs that we have supported.
 Very few statutory processes, so
can be flexible – but need to
ensure effective consultation
and sound evidence base.
 Innovation in policies creates
tension with need for certainty
in delivery and conformity with
strategic policies.

The approach …


Getting started









Area designation
Establish Advisory Committee
Funding bids
Consultation – Open Event? Questionnaire? Stakeholders.
Gathering socio economic data/studies
Agreeing a vision

Capturing the detail


Theme Groups to drill down into the detail








Gathering evidence and developing policy areas

Putting it all together





Housing & Built Environment
Natural and Historic Environment
‘Place’
 Facilities
 Employment
 Access

Writing the Plan
‘Regulation 14’ consultation

Submitting and finalising the Neighbourhood Plan





Formal publication by local authority
Independent Examination
Referendum
Plan ‘Made’. Statutory force

The process…
2. Capturing the detail





Theme Groups to drill down into the
detail
Commenced with a ‘launch event’
Further meetings:




Environmental work can include:




Agreeing the scope; Gathering evidence;
Preparing the narrative; Considering
emerging policies
Field surveys; Environmental Inventory;
Evidence base for Local Green Space

Benefits


Facilitated approach; Reaches out to
more people; focussed

Other innovative approaches …
 Consultation with young






people
Video booths
Use annual events
Bribery!
Bus tours
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I must highlight and pay tribute
to the work done by the team to
specifically engage with the 12 to
17-year age-group, which
generated a commendable 19
questionnaire responses from that
cohort of village residents as well
as the work carried out with the
pupils of St Peter’s Primary
School. This is evidence of
genuine attempts to engage with
groups who do not normally
interface with the planning
system.
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Urban areas ….
 Consultation especially important
 Rural settlements have more clearly defined

boundaries and often a stronger sense of community
 Communication can be harder to establish without
newsletter/Parish identity
 Need to spend more time and energy on engagement
activities and establishing common issues – and
important to go at the pace of the group …..

Innovative policies
 Other Sites of










Environmental and
Historical significance
Settlement Boundary
Affordable Housing
Local heritage Assets
Ridge and Furrow
Climate Change
Reserve Sites
Working from Home
Great Crested Newts
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OTHER SITES OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
SIGNIFICANCE - The protection
and enhancement of the identified
significant features of sites shown
on the map as “other sites of
environmental significance” and
detailed in the Environmental
Inventory will be supported
unless the need for, or the
benefits of, the development in
that location clearly outweigh the
loss.
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Development shall be
located within the
Settlement Boundary as
defined on the Proposals
Map unless there are
special circumstances to
justify its location in the
countryside outside the
Settlement Boundary.
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 Local Connection
 If it is not possible to provide

affordable housing on site, it will
be acceptable to provide funding
in lieu of affordable housing if
this leads to the provision of
additional affordable housing in
the Parish
 Developments should be ‘tenure
blind’, where affordable housing
is indistinguishable from market
dwellings and is spread
throughout the development.
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NON-DESIGNATED
HERITAGE ASSETS Proposals affecting the
following non-designated
heritage assets will be
assessed having regard to
the scale of any harm or
loss and the significance of
the heritage asset:
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 The twelve surviving areas of

Ridge and Furrow fields are
non-designated heritage assets
and any harm arising from a
development proposal will
need to be balanced against
their significance as heritage
assets.

 First recognition of R&F as a

non-designated heritage asset?
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 Drafting chapter – not

yet subject to
examination. To include:









Flooding
Renewable energy
infrastructure
Energy Efficient Buildings
Sustainable transport
Electric car charging
Home working
Broadband
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 Danger of development

principle having been met and
unwanted development taking
place.
 ‘I recommend therefore that
the reserve sites are excluded
from the development
boundary. A criteria in policy
H4 will then be needed that
allows development outside
the defined boundary on the
reserve sites should the need
arise’.
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Proposals for the use of part of a dwelling for office
and/or light industrial uses, and for small scale free
standing buildings within its curtilage, extensions to
the dwelling or conversion of outbuildings for those
uses, will be supported where the development:
a)Is in keeping with the scale, form and character of its
surroundings;
b)Has safe and suitable access to the site for all people;
c)Will not result in unacceptable traffic movements and
that appropriate parking provision is made;
d)Has no significant and adverse impact to nearby
residents or other sensitive land uses from noise,
fumes, light pollution, or other nuisance associated
with the work activity which could lead to monitoring
under environmental regulations; and
e)Any extension or free-standing building shall be
designed having regard to policies in this Plan and
should not detract from the quality and character of the
building to which they are subservient by reason of
height, scale, massing, location or the facing materials
used in their construction.
‘I consider this an innovative policy’.
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Proposals for the development of ten or more
houses or on parcels of land as recorded GCN
locations should be accompanied by a GCN
Survey. That identifies the appropriate
avoidance or mitigation measures that have
been incorporated into the dev’t proposal.
Where appropriate such dev’t proposals
should incorporate additional enhancement
measures for GCNs that both take account of
the avoidance and mitigation measures set
out in the GCN Survey and the characteristics
of the site concerned and the ecological
significance of the adjacent landscape.
As with policy ENV5 (ridge and furrow) this
policy is both very detailed and specific to the
neighbourhood area. In this case it relates to
GCNs. The supporting text sets out a very
compelling case for the inclusion of a policy
of this nature.

Thank you!

Any Questions?
www.yourlocale.org.uk
Gary Kirk

