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“Visual art or social setting”

RK Jarvis ‘Urban environments as visual art or social setting”,
Town Planning Review 51 (1) 1980 51-66



Jan Gehl

‘Life Between Buildings' (19711)
'Cities for People’ (2010)

(Other books by Gehl are also avallable!)



The biology and physics of space
How to connect
physical design choices

use of public realm choices

Not covering in any detall, but this has benefits for
human health
planetary health

Not covering at all
the role of economics in why so often the human scale is ignored



The biology of our eyes and the physics of light



social field of vision
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We can see people 100 meters/328
feet away, and if the distance is short-
ened, we can see a bit more, But the
experience only becomes interesting
and exciting at a djstance of less than
10 meters/33 feet, and preferably at
even closer ranges where we can use
all our senses.?

ygo/we
YoL/wgo -

other human being as a dim shape in the distance. Depending on the
background and light, we can identify people as human rather than ani-
mals or bushes at a distance of 300 to 500 meters (330 to 550 yard%).
Only when the distance has been reduced to about 100 meters (o
yards) can we see movement and body language in broad outline. Gen-

derand age can be identified as the pedestrian approaches, and
allv recoanize the narsan at camawhara hatsmam <~ - 1




to see events

The ability to see people at distances
up to 100 meters/328 feet is reflected
in the dimensions of spectator space
for watching sports and other events.




When emotion rather than motion is
in the spotlight, 35 m / 115 feet is the
magic number. Used in theatres and
opera houses all over the world, this
is the greatest distance at which audi-
ences can read facial expression and
hear speech and song.

to experience emotions




senses and tall buildings
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40  cities for people
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70°-80

Our sense of sight has developed to
enable us to walk on a horizontal
plane. We do not see much above us
and only slightly more when we look
down in order to avoid obstacles in
oyr path. In addition, we typically
bow our heads 10 degrees while we

are walking.?
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“Only Connect”



To assemble

To integrate

To invite

city planning principles: to assemble or disperse

To disperse

To segregate

To repel

To close in

To reduce

ition, The Danish Architectural Press, 2010.
nsultants, 2009.



TO INVITE

No walls ;

Short distances

Low speed

TO REPEL

Walls

Great distances

High speed

Stacking, several levels

Back-to-back orientation
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the city at eye level — ground-floor design

A — active

Small units, many doors

(15 ~ 20 doors per 100 m/328 feet)
Large variation in function

No blind and few passive units

Lots of character in facade relief
Primarily vertical facade articulation
Good details and materials

B — friendly

Relatively small units (10 - 14 doors per 100 m/328 feet)
Some variation in function

Few blind and passive units

Facade relief

Many details

C — mixture

Large and small units (6 — 10 doors per 100 m/328 feet)
Modest variation in function

Some blind and passive units

Modest fagade relief

Few details

D — boring

Large units, few doors (2 - 5 doors per 100 m/328 feet)
Almost no variation in function

Many blind or uninteresting units

Few or no details

E — inactive
Large units, few or no doors (o - 2 doors per 100 m/328 feet)
No visible variation in function

Blind or passive units
Uniform facades, no details, nothing to look at

Source: L
“Close Encounters With Buildings,

Further developed: Gehl Architects —

“Urban Design International, 2006
Urban Quality Consultants, 2009
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Portobello Rd

46 Bonchurch R




New residential areas are sparsely
populated. A century ago seven
times more people lived in the same
amount of space.

: 1900 :2000 :2000 : 2000

: old i New city ares i New city ares ¢ New city areas

i city areas hlgh density) i (low density) E( suburbs)
Averagesizeof i
household : :

: people : people people people 5
............................ ,

Average dwelling

area per resident @ ¢ / ¢

: : y :
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Floor to plot ratio

..............................................................................................................................................
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Not just what, but also how



LIGHT TRAFFIC
2000 vehicles per day

"I feel it's home.
Theré are warm people
on this street, 1
don't feel alone."

IR ey
1 Bl

Fomutlt o

200 vehicles per peak hour

MODERATE TRAFFIC
8000 vehicles per day

550 vehicles per peak hour
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HEAVY TRAFFIC

16,000 vehicles per day
vehicles per peak hour
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each other."
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"Used to be nice.
People were friendly,”
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L “Definitely a
friendly street,”

i
J
"A friendly street.
People chatting washing
their cars, people on
their way somewhere
always drop in."

"You see the neighbors,
but they aren't close
. friends."

1.3 friends per person

4.1 acquaintances

"Don't feel there
is any community
any more, but
people say hello."
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hostile.”

"It's not a friendly

"It's not a friendly
street, but it'

|
4 "People are afraid
to go into the street

fpecause of the traffic.”

8 not

"It's used by

street -- no one
offers help.”

pedestrians on their
way to somewhere."




Figure 4 Community interaction on three Bristol streets

“we have some good
neighbourhood
friends

“people stay for a
while and put
down roots”

“there’s good
communication
between the houses
and a feeling of
togetherness”

“there is really a
sense of
community- we
look after each
other”

LIGHT TRAFFIC: 140 VEHICLES PER DAY
5.35 friends per person/ 6.1 acquaintances

“It's not so friendly-

“people don’t trust you bar"ely see
one another like : anyone
they used to”

A ——
—_— ?":\“‘-" o

“local chatting is “we tend to only know

ite a thing” people who live near
au g us, because it's busy”
MEDIUM TRAFFIC: 8,420 VEHICLES PER DAY
2.45 friends per person/ 3.65 acquaintances -
“People don’t “The traffic’s like a
communicate mountain range,
unless they cutting you off from
have to” . S lan|2o[02l8 8jo ol BIBIB (PR D5 eIl D bimels 50/, the other side of the
28 - SRR road”
“quite
anonymous- we S - - il - = o ey ien ms = e
only know our
immediate = .
neighbours” g A H A | I I ;
asiifla s “people just go from
PE T <5 eseiunn o/Bslos eelisiass o ol (el eERBe ] —their cars to their
- - - houses”
“ordinary, quiet

people™ HEAVY TRAFFIC: 21,130 VEHICLES PER DAY
1.15 friends per person/ 2.8 acquaintances




Figure 3. Composite Home Territory Diagrams for Interviewees from each Street

“as Bristol streets go, “when you come down
we’re very lucky here, T (into the cul-de-sac),
tucked out of the way” it's really clean- it
J totally changes”

: 2 P Ao i

| W = =—F—=—=14 - Ep “some, especially delivery
- - ; - drivers, hammer down the

If my neighbour’s curtain = street- they are a threat to

isn’t pulled, I'll go and Tletas) > 5 Py o v

children and pets”
check if she’s okay”

“most people sit in their
back gardens, probably
because of the fumes

“it’s not as intimate a
feel as it used to have”

from the cars”

“there’s not a safe
“it doesn’t feel much like

a community place”

ﬁ%MﬂM" A

feeling anymore”

“People argue and
“you can't really go =

out on the street” shout regularly”

“everything is
looking old and
tired”

&) v ] d| - & Lo 2 1|8 8(6 ]
“The whole street needs
“people have moved out knocking down and
because of the traffic” rebuilding to provide space

that is useable”

HEAVY TRAFFIC: 21,130 VEHICLES PER DAY
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https://www.danielbowen.com/2012/09/19/road-space-photo/




